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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE BY SINGLE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE
PROPOSED CLUSTER QUARRIES OF KEERANUR ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL

CLUSTER QUARRIES (3 NOS.) NAMELY, 1) M/s. R.SENTHIL KUMAR ROUGH

STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY AT S.F. NO.16/2(P) & 16/3 (P),
2) M/s. R. MUTHUSAMY ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY AT
S.F.NO.71/A AND 3) M/s. R. THULASIMANI ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL
QUARRY AT S.F.NO.16/2 (PART), 16/3 (PART), 19/1 (PART), 19/4A, 19/4B
AND 15(PART) OVER AN EXTENT OF 4.54.10 HA LOCATED AT KEERANUR
VILLAGE, KANGEYAM TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT, TAMILNADU STATE, HELD
ON 23.07.2026 AT 10:30 AM AT M/s SRI KUMARAN MAHAL, KEERANUR
VILLAGE, KANGEYAM TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT '

PROJECT NAME:

M/s. Keeranur Rough Stone and Gravel Cluster Quarries (3 Nos.) namely,

1) M/s. R. Senthil Kumar Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry at S.F. No.16/2(P) & 16/3
(P), 2) M/s. R. Muthusamy Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry at S.F. No. 71/A and 3)
M/s. R.Thulasimani Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry at S.F. No. 16/2 (Part), 16/3
(Part), 19/1 (Part), 19/4A, 19/4B and 15(Part) over an Extent of 4.54.10 Ha located
at Keeranur Village, Kangeyam Taluk, Tiruppur District.

PARTICIPANTS:

1 | Thiru. A. Felix Raja : | Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dharapuram.

2. | Dr.K.S. Bharathi : | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.

3. | Thiru.K. Ganesan : | Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.

4. | Thiru.M.A.M. Mannar Thippu | : | Assistant Engineer,
Sulthan Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North. '

5. | Project Proponent : : | M/s. R. Senthil Kumar Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry, '

M/s. R."Muthusamy Rough Stone and

Gravel Quarry,

M/s. R. Thulasimani Rough Stone and

Gravel Quarry
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6. | Thiru. M. Sheik Nawaz : | Project Consultant
'| Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions,
Salem, Tamil Nadu

7. |‘Public : 1100 Persons. (Attendance register
enclosed vide Annexure -I)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
North:

The District Environmental Engineer, on behalf of the District
Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, extended a warm
‘welcome to the Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram, who presided the public
hearing, the environmental activists who attended the public hearing to express and
record their views, the other Government officials, Police Department officials the

Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry Project proponents and the public.

Further, the District Environmental Engineef informed that, as per the
Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006, issued by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India, Environmental
Clearance is mandatory for certain categories of projects and activities specified
therein before commencement of the project. Further, for certain categories of
projects and activities requiring Environmental Clearance, it is mandatory to
-conduct a Public Hearing as prescribed under the Environmental Impact

Assessment Notification, 2006.

Accordingly, based on the applications submitted for obtaining
Environmental Clearance for the proposed Keeranur Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry Cluster — a cluster of three (3) quarries, compﬁsing:M/ s. R. Senthilkumar
Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry - extent of 1.01.10 hectares; M/s. R. Muthusamy
Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry - extent of 1.31.0 hectares; and M/s. R.
Thulasimani Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry — extent of 2.22.0 hectares; with a
total extent of 4.54.1 hectares, this Public Hearing is being conducted in connection
with the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry Cluster project for obtaining

.Environmental Clearance.

The District Environmental Engineer, further stated that, in connection
with the conduct of the above Public Hearing, the public notice was published in the |
daily newspapers Dina Thanthi and The Indian Express on 16.06.2026, i.e., 30 days
prior to the conduct of the Public Hearing. DEE informed that, with regard to the
proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry Cluster project, the details of the pfoject
and the Environmental Impact Assessment Report would be presented through a
PowerPoint presentation. Thereafter, the members of the public and environmental
activists in the locality would be given an opportunity to express and record their

views either orally or in writing.



The District Environmental Engineer, further informed that all the views and
representations expressed during the Public Hearing would be recorded through
audio and video coverage, and that the entire proceedings of the Public Hearing
would be video-recorded and audio-recorded. The audio and video recordings of the
proceedings and the minutes of the Public Hearing would be forwarded to the Tamil

Nadu State Environment Impaet Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Tamil Nadu, for

further necessary action.

The District Environmental Engineer further informed that the Project Proponents of
the Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry Cluster will present the details of their project

through a PowerPoint presentation.

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer requested the Revenue Divisional

Officer, Dharapuram Division to preside over and conduct the Public Hearing.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram:

The RDO, Dharapuram greeted everyone who had gathered for the public

hearing of the proposed keeranur rough stone and gravel cluster quarries (3 nos.)
namely, 1) Thiru. R. Senthil kumar rough stone and gravel quarry at S.F. No.16/2(P)
& 16/3 (P), 2) Thiru. R. Muthusamy rough stone and gravel quarry‘ at S.F. No. 71/a
and 3) Tmt. R. Thulasimani rough stone and gravel quarry at S.F. No. 16/2 (part),
16/3 (part), 19/1 (part), 19/4a, 19/4b and 15(part) over an extent of 4.54.10 ha
located at Keeranur village, Kangeyam taluk, Truppur district. The RDO requested
the public to express their views only about this stone quarry as stated by the

District Environmental Engmeer and then inaugurated the public hearing.

Project Consultant, Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions, Salem, Tamil Nadu,
Welcomed the gathering assembled for the Public Hearing and explained the project

through a PowerPoint presentation covering the following aspects:
1. Introduction to the mining project.
2. Location map of the project site.
3. Project details of the quarry.
4. Features surrounding the project site.
5. Satellite imagery of the 500 m study area.
6. Photograph of the project site — Thiru R. Senthilkumar.
7. Photpgraph showing the fencing and green belt — Thiru R. SentMlkuﬁm.
8. Photograph of the project site — Thiru R. Muthusami.
9. Photograph showing the fencing and green belt — Thiru R. Muthusami.

10. Photograph of the project site — Thirumathi R. Thulasimani.
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11.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
- 23.
24.
2s.
26.
27.

28.

29.
- 30.
‘31.
32.
33.

34.

Photograph showing the fencing and green belt — Thirumathi R. Thulasimani.
Mineral reserves and proposed quantity of extraction — Thiru R. Senthilkumar.

Mineral reserves and proposed quantity of extraction — Thiru R. Muthusami

and Thirumathi R. Thulasimani.

Details of mineral resources and reserves.

Details of the quarries within a 500 m radius.

Environmental features within a 10 km radius.

Land use pattern within a 10 km radius.

Baseline data map for the 10 km study area.

Baseline environmental monitoring.

Satellite image showing the water quality monitoring locations.
Wind rose diagram (prevailing wind direction).

Map showing the ambient air quality monitoring locations.
Results of the ambiént air quality monitoring study.

Satellite image showing the noise monitoring locations.
Results of the ambient noise monitoring study.

Anticipated environmental impacts and proposed mitigation measures.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

Anticipated impacts on the ambient noise environment and mitigation
measures.
Anticipated impacts on the water environment and mitigation measures.

Water sprinkling on roads for dust suppression.

Development of a green belt.

Technology and project site details.

Benefits of the project.

Concluding remarks.

A copy of the Powerpoint pfesentation is enclosed herewith vide Annexure-II.

Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control

Board, Tiruppur North, invited the members of the public and environmental



activists to record their views and opinions regarding the proposed establishment of

the quarry.
Accordingly, the members of the public expressed the following views:

1. Thiru. Semalaiyappan, Pudhur.
He stated that it is not possible to graze goats and cattle in the vicinity of
the quarry. He further stated that smoke, rock fragments and stones arising
from the quarry fall on nearby residential areas and members of the public,

make it difficult for people to reside in or move around the area.

He further alleged that, in the inspection records, residential houses have
been incorrectly recorded as cattle sheds, while cattle sheds have been recorded

as residential houses.

He stated that, as per the prescribéd Government rules, stohe quarries
should be operated only beyond the specified minimum distance from residential
houses. However, he stated that the area surrounding the quarry is presently
unfit for the residents to survive. Therefore, he requested that the quarry

operations be stopped immediately.

2. Thiru.M.Bharathi, Chennimalai.

He conveyed his greetings to the Chairperson of the public hearing and to
all the members of the public present during the meeting. He stated that, "If
nature is destroyed, mankind cannot survive," and referred to the recent
landslides in the neighbouring State of Kerala as an example of the
consequences of environmental degradatidn. He stated that the disasters that
occurred in Wayanad and Munnar, and the impacts of such natural calamities,

are well known to the public through social media.

He further stated that granting permissioh for the proposed stone quarry
would result in several adverse impacts. He stated that Survey Field Nos. 71, 77,
78 and 80 adjoining the proposed quarry site are approved residential plots
(DTCP -Approved Plots). He also stated that borewells are also located in the area.

He further stated that the quarry management claims that a green belt will
be developed. However, he alleged that neither the establishment of the green
belt during the commencement of quarry operations nor the proper restoration
and fencing of the final quarry pit after completion of quarrying operations has

been implemented anywhere.

He cited the example of Mudhalipalayam, where, according to him, after
completion of quarrying operations, attempts were made by the Government to
dump waste into the abandoned quarry pits, resulting in groundwater
contamination. He further stated that the local residents who opposed the
dumpirig had to face several legal cases.
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He further stated that quarry operators claim that the quarry contributes
revenue to the Village Panchayat. However, he questioned whether the
authorities could clearly state the amount of tax paid by the public. He alleged
that roads constructed using public funds have been completely damaged due to
overloaded lorries transporting quarry materials. He further stated that lorries
transporting soil and stone matérials are not covered with tarpaulin sheets,
resulting in dust and materials falling onto the road, causing accidents to

vehicles travelling behind and leading to loss of life and property.

Finally, he requested that permission should not be granted under any
circumstances for the proposed stone quarry, stating that it is likely to operate

in violation of the prescribed rules.

‘3. Thiru.S. Satheesh, Chennimalai. ‘

He conveyed his greetings to the officials presiding over the public hearing
and to the members of the public present at the meeting. He stated that illegal
stone quarry operations have caused numerous problems across Tamil Nadu
over the past several years. He further stated that news had been widely reported
in the media that the public in Sivagangai District had staged a road blockade

demanding the closure of five stone quarries.

He stated that the abandoned quarry located behind his house is an
example of the hazards associated with stone quarries. He stated that he is from
Ottaparai Panchayat, Chennimalai, where a stone quarry that ceased operations
about 20 years ago now serves as a dumping site for nearby SIPCOT industrial
waste and biomedical waste. He alleged that, as a result, the groundwater

serving hundreds of surrounding houses has become completely contaminated.

He further stated that, as pointed out by the previous speaker, members of
thé public are unable to travel safely on the roads due to the movement of high-
speed lorries transporting materials from stone quarries, M-Sand units and
ready-mix concrete plants. He stated that he is employed in the marketing sector
and that young professionals like him travel throughout the day on two-
Wheelers. He stated that lorries transporting soil and stone materials without
covering them with tarpaulin result in dust entering their eyes and ears, causing
inconvenience while travelling to meet clients regarding professional contracts,

despite earning a monthly salary of only ¥15,000.

-He further stated that, according to recent studies, stone quarry
operations increase the local temperature by about 5°C to 6°C. He stated that,
with the continuation of the climatic phenomenon known as "Super El Nifio", the
water levels in the Mettur and Bhavanisagar reservoirs have reached severe
drought conditions, and questioned whether water would be released into the

river during the forthcoming Aadi Perukku season as is normally done.
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Finally, he requested the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to evaluate
the impacts of stone quarries and their associated commercial activities not only
on the basis of technical criteria but also from the perspective of broader

environmental and social impacts.

4. Thiru.E.M.Sivasamy, Tamilnadu Farmer’s Protection Association,
Ramapattinam.
He conveyed his morning greetings to the Government officials, members

of the public, farmers and stone quarry owners present at the public hearing.

He stated that they have no objection to the establishment of a stone quarry.

However, he alleged that the authorities do not properly verify whether
residential houses, borewells and irrigation canals are located within the
prescribed criteria. He further alleged that, at the initial stage itself, the Village
Administrative Officer (VAO) submits incorrect reports by suppressing the
existence of residential houses and that the subsequent inspections are only

nominal, with no follow-up action being taken.

He further stated that no stone quarry operates in full compliance with
the prescribed Government rules. He stated that quarry operators claim to
suppress road dust by sprinkling water, but questioned in which quarry such

water sprinkling is actually carried out using dedicated vehicles. He stated that

only surprise inspections by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board would

reveal the true position. He further stated that the hardship faced by the public
over the past six years has been significant, particularly during the prevailing
westerly wind season when dust and smoke generated from quarry operations
cause severe impacts. He alleged that, although complaints are submitted to the
authorities, no effective action is taken and the complaints are merely diverted

without discharging their responsibilities.

~ He further stated that, when complaints regarding quarries operating in
violation of the rules are submitted to the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO), the

response is limited to stating that the matter would be looked into. He

questioned whether inspections would be conducted only after accidents occur

due to falling rock fragments and whether the authorities appreciate the

consequences if such incidents affect persons engaged in cattle rearing.

He further alleged that no quarry has provided the fencing required
around the quarry premises. He also stated that the prescribed stei:)-cutting
method is not followed and that quarrying is carried out beyohd the permitted

boundaries into adjoining lands.

He further stated that, although thé project report specifies that blasting
should be carried out between 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., blasting is actually

undertaken only after 5:00 p.m. He stated that, if required, the officials,
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members of the public and quarry owners could assemble at Sivanmalai at 5:00
p.m. to witness the vibrations, which, according to him, are strong enough to
shake the entire hill.

He questioned the functioning of Government officials who receive
salaries from public funds, stating that no replies or enquiries are made on the
petitions submitted by the public. He further stated that, although farmers and
the public work hard for their livelihood, the complaints submitted by them are

not given due importance.

He further stated that quarry operators claim that employment

opportunities would be provided to the local Panchayat residents. However, he -

alleged that local people are not employed because their presence would expose
the irregularities taking place at the quarry, and that workers from outside the
locality or other States are engaged instead. He requested the authorities to
verify this aspecf. He further alleged that quarries are established in areas where

PAP irrigation canals exist, resulting in the disappearance of those canals. He

stated that complaints regarding this issue would be submitted to the Police.

Department and the PAP authorities.

He further stated that public hearing meetings are conducted merely as

an eyewash. He questioned the purpose of conducting the public hearing if

permission is to be granted without considering the views expressed by the

public. He further stated that no information is provided regarding the action
taken based on the public representations and alleged that even replies under
the Right to Information (RTI) Act are avoided, as irregularities may otherwise be

exposed.

Finally, he stated that irrigation canals and borewells are located in close
proximity to this proposed quarry site, allegedly in violation of the prescribed
criteria. Therefore, he requested that permission should not be granted under
any' circumstances for the proposed stone quarry, as it is not eligible for

statutory approval.

5. Thiru.R.Appukutty, Kamatchipuram.

He stated that the residents of Keeranur and Maravapalayam Villages have
been facing significant hardship due to the quarrying operations. He stated that,
as the timing of blasting operations is not known in advance, the sudden and
loud blasting noise frightens their children, causing them to panic and, at times,

faint.

He further stated that the village roads are narrow and that the
continuous movement of heavy vehicles and lorries carrying loads of 20 to 30

tonnes has severely damaged the roads.




Therefore, he requested that the pfoposed stone quarry should not be
permitted in their village. He appealed to the authorities to prevent the
establishment of the quarry, allow the residents to live peacefully, and safeguard

the welfare of future generations.

6. Thiru.S.Subramani, Boomandanvalasu

He stated that the stone quarry owned by Mr. Muthusamy is located in
closé proximity to their agricultural land and residential area. He stated that, so
far, they have not experienced any problems or inconvenience due to the quarry
operations. He further stated that the quarry management provides drinking

~ water for their goats and cattle. He also stated that water is regularly sprinkled
on the roads to suppress dust and that the surrounding area is being properly

maintained.

With regard to blasting operations, he stated that blasting is carried out
only at 1:00 p.m. in accordance with the prescribed timings. He stated that this
has not affected their day-to-day livelihood. He further stated that the quarry is

being operated properly without causing any adverse impact on the surrounding

environment.

Finally, he stated that the stone quarry has not caused any adverse

impacts to them so far.

7. Thiru.C.Natarajan, Uthukkuli.
He conveyed his morning greetings to the Revenue Divisional Officer
(RDO), Dharapuram, the Engineer of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruppur North, the farmers, stone quarry owners and the social activists

present at the public hearing.

He stated that, if permission is granted for the proposed stone quarry,
agriculture would not be possible within a radius of one kilometre. He stated
that dust would settle on agricultural crops and that smoke deposits would mix
with water, resulting in water pollution. He further stated that, when rocks are
excavated to depths of 30, 40 and 50 metres, the surrounding agricultural lands
would be affected and the groundwater in nearby wells would drain towards the
quarry pit, causing the wells to dry up. He also stated that coconut trees located

within a one-kilometre radius would wither due to such impacts.

He further stated that, although quarry operators claim that a green belt
would be developed, no green belt has actually been established in any quarry.
He stated that, as per the prescribed requirements, 200 native tree saplings
should be planted and maintained per acre. However, according to him, only a
few non-native shade trees are planted, which subsequently wither due to quarry
dust deposition. He further alleged that the saplings are watered only until the
licence is obtained and are not maintained thereafter.
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He further stated that Government regulations permit heavy vehicles to
carry only up to 3 tonnes on NABARD-funded roads and up to 10 tonnes on
rural roads. However, he alleged that, in practice, all lorries carry excessive loads
ranging from 80 to 90 tonnes. He further stated that quarry operators claim that
the taxes paid by them contribute to the development of the Village Panchayat.

However, according to him, the amount paid is insufficient even to construct half

a kilometre of road. He stated that roads designed to last for eight years are

completely damaged within three to six months due to the movement of

overloaded heavy vehicles, makihg them unfit for public use.

- Finally, he requested that permission should not be granted for the

proposed stone quarry under any circumstances.

8. Thiru.K.S.Periyasamy, Kavalaikattuvalasu.

He conveyed his greetings to the Government officials and the members of
the public present at the public hearing. He introduced himself as Mr.

Periyasamy from Kavalaikattu Valasu Village.

He stated that the proposed quarry site is located near his village. He
stated that, although quarrying operations have been carried out in the area, no
problems or adverse impacts have been caused to them so far. He further stated
that the quarry management has assured them that necessary measures would

be taken to ensure that no such impacts occur in future.

He further stated that concerns have been raised regarding environmental
pollution. However, he stated that the quarry management sprinkles water on
the roads used for transporting stone materials four times a day and maintains

the roads free from dust.

He further stated that the blasting operations have not caused any
problems to the residents living near the quarry. He questioned whether those
claiming to be environmental acﬁﬁsts were concerned only about this quarry. He
stated that the Noyyal River has remained polluted for the past 40 years,
affecting thousands of acres of agricultural land and causing drinking water
scarcity, and questioned whether those issues would also be taken into
consideration. He added that they would extend their support to any movement

for the restoration of the Noyyal River.

He further stated that the allegation that the quarry would contaminate
drinking water is incorrect, as no waste capable of causing such contamination

is generated from the quarry\. He stated that, if any impact were to occur, it

would first affect the nearby villagers. However, since the local residents

themselves have not experienced any problems, he questioned the basis on

which persons from neighbouring districts were opposing the project.
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- He further stated thaf, if any problem arises, they would submit petitions
to the District Collector or the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) and seek
appropriate relief. He stated that no problems have been experienced b3; them so
far and .that they do not expect any in future. Therefore, he stated that the
residents of their village have no ,objecﬁon to granting permission for the

proposed stone quarry and that they would extend their full support to the
project.

He further stated thaf, if the proposed stone quarry is not permitted, stone
aggregates and earth materials required for the numerous construction activities
taking place in the surrounding areas would have to be procured from distant

places such as Tiruchirappalli or Coimbatore instead of using locally available

resources.

He further stated that social activists should also raise their voice on other
social issues, including deaths allegedly caused by the use of sulphur in coconut
fields, instead of focusing only on the proposed quarry. Finally, he stated that

they have no objection to granting permission for the proposed stone quarry.

9. Thiru.K.S.Prabhakaran, Keeranur.

He conveyed his greetings to the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO), the
District Environmental Engineer and the members of the public present at the

public hearing.

He introduced himself as Mr. Prabakaran and stated that he is a worker
engaged in stone quarry operations. He stated that around 100 to 200 workers,
including lorry drivers, machine operators and drillers/compressor operators,

are directly employed in the stone quarries.’

He further stated that the operation of the stone quarry provides
employment and livelihood to about 100 to 200 families like theirs. Therefore,.
considering their livelihood, he requested that the necessary permission for the

operation of the stone quarry be granted at the earliest.

10. Thiru.A.Gunasekaran, Boomandanvalasu.
He conveyed his greetings to the Government officials and the members of
the public present at the public hearing. He introduced himself as Mr.
Gunasekaran and stated that he has been working as a Supervisor in the stone

quarry owned by Mr. Muthusamy for the past three years.

He stated that, during the past three years of quarrying operations, the
stone quarry has not caused any ‘problems or adverse impacts to the

surrounding area or to the public.
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11.

'He further requested that the necessary permission be granted for the
proposed stone quarry. He stated that this would improve the livelihood of

workers like him.

Thiru.Sekar, Semmankuzhipalayam.

Semmankuzhipalayam Village and wished to highlight the issues caused
by stone quarry operations. He stated that quarry operators do not properly
comply with the Government-prescribed rules. He further stated that, as per the
prescribed criteria, permission should not be granted if residential houses are
located within a distance of 300 metres from the quarry site. However, he alleged
that the Revenue Department suppresses the existence of such houses and

grants permission.

He further stated that, after obtaining permission, heavy goods vehicles
transport quarry materials with excessive loads on tar roads. He also stated that
the Government has prescribed specific timings for rock cutting and blasting

operations, but the quarry operators do not comply with the prescribed timings.

He further stated that, whenever any issues are raised, the quarry
management visits the site and assures the public that the issues will be
rectified. However, according to him, such assurances remain only as promises

and no changes are made in practice.

He requested the officials of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to
conduct a direct field inspection of the proposed quarry site. He requested the
authorities to verify whether any residential houses are located within 300
metres of the quarry site and whether Goverhment roads and borewells are

situated nearby, along with all other actual field conditions.

- He further stated that the quarry management claims to have established
a green belt. However, he requested the authorities to verify whether such a
green belt has actually been established. He also stated that the Revenue
Department records indicate that no such features are located nearby and

requested the authorities to verify the authenticity of those records.

He further requested the authorities to verify whether the information
furnished in the booklet circulated during the public hearing is consistent with
the actual field conditions. He alleged that the quarry management does not.
comply with the prescribed rules and that the smoke generated during blasting

operations causes severe impacts on the surrounding area.

>Finally, for the above reasons, he expressed his strong objection to
granting permission for the proposed stone quarry, stating that it is likely to

operate in violation of the prescribed rules.
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12. Thiru.C.Karuppusamy, Rasipalayam, Keeranur.

He strongly objected to grant permission for the proposed stone crusher
unit. He stated that 6 stone crusher units are already operating in the locality.
He alleged that dust and smoke generated from these units have caused severe
respiratory discomfort to the local residents. Under such circumstances, he
questioned the justification for granting permission for four additional stone
crusher units. He further alleged that all the existing stone crusher units are

operating in violation of the law.

He further stated that, due to such activities, grazing of goats, cattle and
other livestock has become difficult in the area. He stated that, when the public
wake up in the morning, the entire locality is covered with dust and smoke,

making normal breathing difficult.

Finally, on behalf of the residents of the locality, he strongly requested that
permission should not be granted for any new stone quarry or stone crusher unit

in Keeranur Village under any circumstances.

13. Tmt.Selvi, Veerankuttaivalasu.

She conveyed her greetings to the Government officials and the members
of the public present at the public hearing. She introduced herself as the wife of
Mr. Thangarasu from Veerankuttaivalasu Village. She stated that their
agricultural land is situated in close proximity to the stone quarry owned by Mr.
Muthusamy and that, so far, the quarrying operations have not caused any‘

problems or adverse impacts to them.

She further stated that, whenever they place any request before the quarry
management, prompt action is taken. She cited that, when they requested the
quarry management to reschedule the blasting operations to the afternoon, the
request was accepted and implemented. She further stated that the quarry is
located in the intervening land adjacent to their agricultural land. However, she

stated that this has not caused them any inconvenience.

14. Thiru.S.Subramani, Boomandanvalasu.
He stated that he is a resident of Boomandan Valasu Village. He further.
stated that quarrying operations are being carried out near his land and that no

problems or adverse impacts have been caused to them due to such activities.

15. Thiru.Mohanasundaram, Palappalayam, Chennimalai.

He conveyed his greetings to the officials and members of the public
present at the public hearing. He introduced himself as Mr. Mohanasundaram

from Palappalayam, Chennimalai.

He stated that the primary reason for attending the public hearing was to

highlight the increase in construction costs. He stated that the estimated cost of
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his own building construction project was initially ¥1.50 crore. However, due to
the restrictions imposed on stone quarry operations across Tamil Nadu, his

building engineer has now revised the estimate to 22.25 crore.

He further stated that such an increase in construction costs has severely
affected members of the public like him. Therefore, he requested that permission
be granted to stone quarries that operate in compliance with the prescribed
Government rules so as to ensure the uninterrupted availability of construction

materials at reasonable prices.

16. Thiru.Muthukumar, Boomandanvalasu.
He introduced himself as Mr. Muthukumar from Boomandan Valasu
Village. He stated that his agricultural lands are located near the proposed
stone crusher units at Keeranur Village. He stated that, if permission is granted
for the proposed stone crusher units, the groundwater would be severely
affected. He further stated that smoke and dust generated from the crusher
units are deposited on grazing lands, resulting in goats and cattle consuming

soil while grazing.

He further stated that the area has become an industrial zone due to the
operation of the crusher units throughout the day and night, making it
unsuitable for residential living. He stated that the continuous noise generated
by the crusher units prevents the public from sleeping at night, particularly
affecting elderly persons. He added that not only his family but all the
households in the locality are affected.

He stated that the Government authorities should conduct proper
inspections of the proposed quarries and stone crusher units and grant
permission only if they comply with the prescribed Government criteria.
However, he alleged that no quarry is operating in accordance with the

prescribed rules.

He further stated that public reads are being severely damaged due to the
movement of overloaded heavy vehicles. He also stated that, as schools are
located nearby, there is a high possibility of accidents during school hours due

~ to the movement of heavily loaded lorries. He further stated that the public are
informed about the public hearing only at the last moment. Therefore, he
requested that, in future, proper advance notice should be given to all the

residents of Keeranur Village before conducting public hearing meetings.

He further stated that Keeranur Village is already a drought-prone area
and that air pollution generated from the quarry and crusher units further
affects the area. He alleged that the quarry management does not adhere to the
quantities specified in the project report. Therefore, he requested that the-
Government authorities should conduct field inspections at least once every year
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to Vérify whether quarrying activities are beihg carried out in accordance with

the approved project report.

Finally, he requested that perfnission should be granted to the proposed
stone crusher units only if they are established in accordance with the
prescribed statutory requirements. If the actual field conditions are found to be
contrary to the prescribed criteria, he requested that a detailed inspection be

carried out before taking any decision regarding the grant of permission.

Thiru.Balasubramaniam, Sellappampalayam, Keeranur.
He conveyed his greetings to the Government officials and the members of
the public present at the public hearing. He introduced himself as Mr.

Balasubramaniam from Sellappampalayam, Keeranur Village.

He stated that the Government conducts public hearing meetings for
granting permission to stone quarries and stone crusher units. However, he
stated that many farmers are severely affected by such activities. He questioned
whether the Government has ever conducted any special public consultation.
meeting for farmers to protect their livelihood and formulate alternative
measures. He further questioned when the Government would conduct such
meetings for the welfare of farmers, while public hearings are being conducted

for granting permission to quarry projects.

At this stage, the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) intervened and
informed that Farmers' Grievance Redressal Meetings are being conducted every
month at the District and Revenue Divisional levels and advised him to

participate in those meetings.

He further stated that Keeranur Village is not an irrigated agricultural area.
cultivating paddy, sugarcane and turmeric, but is a rainfed agricultural area. He
stated that they cultivate sorghum whenever rainfall is received and also depend
on goat and cattle rearing for their livelihood. He alleged that smoke and dust
generated from the proposed stone crusher units and quarries are deposited on
grazing lands, making livestock grazing difficult. He further stated that 10 to 20
coconut trees, which were a source of livelihood, had already been cut down
during the installation of High Tension (HT) power transmission lines and that

the farmers are now left with no alternative means of livelihood.

He further stated that, as per the Government regulations, lorries
transporting stone and earth materials should be fully covered with tarpaulin.
However, he alleged that the lorries are not covered with tarpaulin, resulting in
the dispersion of dust and smoke into the atmosphere. He requested the

authorities to take appropriate action in this regard.
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~Finally, he requested that permission should not be granted for any
proposed stone quarry or stone crusher unit in Keeranur Village under any

circumstances.

18. Thiru.R.Natarajan, Morattupalayam.
He introduced himself as Mr. R. Natarajan from Morattupalayam Village. |
He stated that his land is located in close proximity to the stone quarry owned
by Mr. Muthusamy and that the quarry has been operating in the area for the
past 30 years without causing any problems. He further stated that he has no

objection to granting the necessary permission for the operation of the stone

quarry.

19. Thiru.Srinivasan, Boomandanvalasu.

He introduced himself as Mr. Srinivasan from Boomandan Valasu Village.
He stated that, contrary to what was stated by the Government officials, none of
the Government regulations are being followed by the proposed stone crusher
unit and that all its activities are being carried out in violation of the prescribed
rules. He stated that a petition régarding the same had been submitted to the
Village Administrative Officer (VAO) about one month earlier. However, when
they enquired with the VAO, he informed them that the report had been
submitted based on the instructions of higher authorities. He requested that the

authorities clarify who had instructed the submission of such a report.

-He further stated that a borewell and the Lower Bhavani Project (LBP)
irrigation canal are located near the proposed quarry site. However, he alleged
that the irrigation canal had been completely closed. He stated that photographs
and video evidence regarding the closure of the canal are available with them. He
further stated that, although five persons had submitted a complaint to the
Village Administrative Officer (VAO), the VAO again informed them that the

report had been submitted based on the instructions of higher authorities.

He further stated that the subordinate officials had submitted incorrect
and false reports. He alleged that the inforrhation presented during the public
hearing does not reflect the actual field conditions. Therefore, he requested the
authorities to conduct a field inspection and verify the factual position before

considering the grant of approval.

He further requested the authorities to inform the public about the action
taken on the petitions submitted by'them and on the reports submitted by the
subordinate officials, which, according to him, were contrary to the actual field
conditions. Finally, he requested that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
and the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) should not grant approval to the
proposed stohe crusher unit, alleging that the Lower Bhavani Project (LBP)

irrigation canal had been closed.
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20. Thiru.R.S.Mukilan, Co-ordinator Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement, Chennimalai. "

He conveyed his greetings, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental
Protection Movement, to the Honourable Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dharapuram, who is presiding over this public hearing jointly conducted by the
Tiruppur District Administration and the Tiruppur North Office of the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, at Keeranur Village and to the District

Environmental Engineer, Tiruppur North, who is present at the meeting.

He stated that the public hearing is being conducted in connection with
the proposals seeking permission for the stone quarries of Mrs. Thulasimani and
Mr. Senthil Kumar, who belong to the same family, and for the stone quarry

being operated under the name "SRK" in the name of Mr. Muthusamy.

| He further conveyed his greetings, on behalf' of the Tamil Nadu
Environmental Protection Movement, to the Government officials from various
departments, Police personnel, journalists/media persons, local members of the
public who have attended the meeting with concern for the welfare of future
generations, social activists from various places, representatives of farmers'
organisations, representatives of environmental movements, stone quarry

owners, and the persons brought by the stone quarry owners.

He stated that he wished to speak regarding the public hearing conducted
for the three quarry proposals. Firstly, he spoke about the quarry proposed in
S.F. No. 71/1A, for which permission has been sought to quarry rock up to a
depth of 28 metres in the name of Mr. Muthusami. He stated that this quarry
has already been unlawfully leased out to and is being operated by M/s. S.R.K.
Company, which is carrying out quarrying operatiohs in S.F. No. 66.

7

He stated that the purpose of this public hearing is not to determine
whether one thousand people are in favour of or against the project, nor is it an
election or a matter of counting voteé.. He stated that the public hearing is
conducted to examine whether the proposed quarry complies with the conditions
and criteria prescribed by the Government authorities for establishing and

operating the quarry.

He stated that this is guided by Rule 36 of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral
Concession Rules, 1959. He further stated that, to those local residents who
support the quarry proposal, if there is any error in what he is Stating, they may

point it out, and he is prepared to correct it.

He stated that, on the south-eastern side of the proposed quarry site in

S.F. No. 71/1A, there is a Panchayat-approved residential house and a poultry
farm situated in S.F. No. 77/1.
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He further stated that, on the southern side of the proposed quarry site,
there is a residential house in S.F. No. 77 located within a radial distance of 300
metres. He stated that this is shown in both the Field Map and the Village Map
obtained from the Village Administrative Officer after sustained efforts. Likewise,
he stated that the house located directly to the south of the proposed quarry in
S.F. No. 78 is recorded in the Field Map, the Village Map, and the A-Register.

He also stated that, within a distance of 300 metres, there are residential
houses situated above the well in S.F. No. 80. He stated that all these four
houses identified by him are recorded in the Village Map, the Field Map, and the

A-Register, which are official Government records.

He stated that, in this regard, the Revenue Department Circular is very
clear. He stated that Mr. Haridas, Assistant Director of Survey and Land
Records, Tiruppur District, had issued a circular dated 02.09.2024 to all

Surveyors.

He stated that a person in the meeting may say, "Even if my house is
located within 300 metres, I have no objection to the quarry." However, he stated
that such a position cannot be accepted under the law. He stated that if any
accident resulting in loss of life occurs due to blasting operations in the quarry,
the question would arise as to who would be responsible. Therefore, he stated
that the Government would not graht permission for an activity where the
possibility of danger is known. He further stated that it cannot subsequently be

claimed that "my house existed earlier but has now collapsed."

He stated that the Assistant Director of Survey and Land 'Records,
Tiruppur District, had clearly stated in the circular dated 02.09.2024 as follows:

"Where houses recorded in the UTR and Natham Survey Numbers and
Field Map records are found to be dilapidated or in a collapsed condition, they
shall nevertheless be taken into account as recorded in the original Revenue
records. A collapsed house may be reconstructed for residential use; a collapsed
temple may be reconstructed; and if a Government building has collapsed, a

Government building may again be constructed at the same location.

- Therefore, while preparing the distance measurement and sketch report
relating to quarry proposals, approved houses, odai, house sites, and pathways
shall be accurately verified and reported by cross-checking the Village Map, Field .
Map, and A-Register in which they are recorded."

He stated that, although these Government Circular instructions were well
known to the Village Administrative Officer (VAO), the certificate issued by him is
a false and fraudulent document. He further sta_ted that, if a false certificate is

issued, legal proceedings may be initiated against the concerned officer, which
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may result in imprisonment. He stated that they had no such intention and had
repeatedly advised the VAO not to issue incorrect documents, yet such a

certificate had been issued.

He therefore stated that, since a Panchayat-approved residential house
and other residential houses recorded in the three primary Revenue records are
situated within a radial distance of 300 metres from the proposed quarry site,

permission cannot legally be granted for the proposed quarry.

He next referred to the siting criteria applicable to the proposed quarry.
Referring to the guidance issued by Mr. Sasikumar, the then Deputy Director of
Geology and Mining, Tiruppur District (presently serving in Karur District),
during the previous year, he stated that even temporary houses should not be

located within a radial distance of 300 metres from a quarry.

He further stated that mere possession of a house tax receipt does not
qualify a structure as an approved house. According to the guidance, the house
should have been approved by a resolution of the Village Panchayat, obtained
approval from the Directorate of Town and Country Planning (DTCP), be situated

in Natham land, or be recorded in the Revenue records.

He then referred to the blasting accident that occurred near Kariyapatti in
Virudhunagar District and stated that it should be kept in mind while
considering the present proposal. Addressiﬁg those who claimed that the quarry
had caused no adverse impacts, he requested them to respond with a clear
conscience as to whether, during blasting operations at Mr. Muthusami's quarry,
rock fragments had fallen on and damaged a house located on the southern side.
He further questioned whether the Panchayat President had acted as an
intermediary in connection with that incident and stated that they possessed all
the evidence relating to the matter. He questioned how it could be claimed that

the quarry operators were functioning in accordance with the rules.

He further alleged that Mr. Muthusami had unlawfully leased the quarry
licence granted in S.F. No. 66 to M/s. S.R.K., and that it was during blasting
operations in that quarry that rock fragmehts had fallen and damaged the house

located on the southern side.

Referring to the Government orders governing quarry licences, he stated
that if a quarry licence is leased to another person or if the quarry is operated by
anyone other than the licence holder, the licence is liable to be cancelled
immediately. He stated that this réquirement is known to all concerned,
including the Village Administrative Officer. He further alleged that both the

existing quarry and the newly proposed quarry are benami quarries leased to
and operated by M/s. S.R.K.
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He therefore requested that permission should not be granted to the
proposed quarry, as it had allegedly been unlawfully leased in violation of the

applicable rules.

He further stated that numerous temporary houses are also located
around Mr. Muthusami's quarry. According to him, these have been verified
through field verification usihg Google Satellite Maps. Based on the distance
measurements obtained from the Google Satellite imagery, he stated that houses
and buildings are located at a distance of 212 metres on the eastern side, 242
metres and 194 metres on the southern side, 163 metres on the south-eastern
side, 279 metres on the north-eastern side, 212 metres on the eastern side, and

196 metres on the western side of the proposed quarry.

'He stated that, although all these temporary houses are clearly visible in
the Google Satellite Maps and are situated adjacent to Mr. Muthusami's quarry,
the Village Administrative Officer (VAO) had omitted them from his records and
submitted an incorrect report. He further remérked that the VAO had been
appointed through the TNPSC examination, yet had submitted such an incorrect

report.

He next stated that 23 Government borewells are located within a radial
distance of 300 metres, to the east of S.F. No. 50 situated on the north-eastern
side of the proposed quarry. He stated that the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral
Concession Rules clearly provide that quarries shall not be established within a
radial distance of 500 metres from water supply structures such as borewells
and Over Head Tanks (OHTS) belonging to Local Bodies, Central or State
Government institutions, or the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board
(TWAD Board). According to him, blasting operations carried out within a
distance of 500 metres may generate vibrations that could clog borewells and
interrupt the water supply. He further stated that this would amount to damage
to Government property and public property. However, he alleged that the Village
Administrative Officer (VAO), without showing concern for safeguarding public

assets, had omitted these details from his report.

He further stated that, on the southern side of the proposed quarry, in S.F.
No. 83 of Veerankuttaivalasu Village (at a distance of about 340 to 350 metres),
there are an Oor Natham, a borewell, and an Over Head Tank (OHT) located
within a radial distance of 500 metres. He alleged that the Village Administrative
Officer had suppressed these details and issued false and fraudulent certificates.
He stated that approved houses, temporary houses, borewells, Oor Natham, and

an Over Head Tank are all located within the prescribed distance.

He further stated that, at the time of obtaining Environmental Clearance

for the existing quarry of Mr. Muthusami, the Environmental Management Plan
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(EMP) submitted by the project proponent contained a commitment to develop a
green belt by planting 200 trees per acre (500 trees per hectare) comprising
native species such as Pongamia (Pungai), Poovarasu, Banyan, Athi, and Neem,
without planting exotic species such as Conocarpus. However, according to the
existing field conditions, not even a single tree had been planted, and he alleged
that the project proponent had violated the commitment made in the EMP and

had vcontinuously indulged in serious noh-compliance.

He referred to the cancellation of the quarry permission granted to Mr.
Ramakrishnan's quarry at Kodangipalayam, Palladam Taluk, by the then District
Collector of Tiruppur, Mr. Vineet, and stated that one of the principal reasons
cited for such cancellation was the féilure to establish the prescribed Green Belt.
He further referred to the case relating to the closure of the Sterlite Plant,
Thoothukudi, and stated that (since the present District Environmental Engineer
had served in that region), the Division Bench of the High Court comprising
Justice Sivagnanam and Justice Bhavani Subbaroyan had also pointed out that

33% Green Belt had not been developed around the plant premises.

He further stated that the Government spends several crores of rupees
from public tax revenue for planting trees. However, quarry opérators extract‘
public mineral resources and earn substantial revenue through quarrying
operations. According to him, as per the commitment given by the project
proponent, 200 trees per acre should have been planted in the existing quarry of
Mr. Muthusami. Since the quarry extends over approximately 7.5 acres (3
hectares), around 1,500 trees ought to have been planted. He questioned
Whether even 500 trees had been planted and stated that none had been
planted. He further stated that, at a time when Government authoritiés and
Ministries are giving serious attention to climate change and the impacts of El
Nifio, it is inappropriate that quarry operators are not questioned for failing to
plant trees. He stated that quarries which fail to plant trees in violation of the
prescribed conditions shoiJ.ld not be permitted to continue operations, nor

should fresh permissions be granted.

He further stated that Government officials, such as the Village
Administrative Officer, who allegedly make ordinary members of the public wait
repeatedly even after directions are issued by the Tahsildar for issuance of
certificates, are supporting such rule-violating (juarry operators and acting
fraudulently. Since the failure to establish the Green Belt at the quarry has been
concealed and not addressed by anyone, he stated that permission should not be

granted for the proposed quarry.

He next stated that he wished to refer to the alleged violations relating to
the water used for sprinkling on roads to control dust emissions in quarry areas.

He questioned for how many days water had been sprinkled on the roads and
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from where the quarry operators were sourcing such water. He stated that, as
per the clear instructions issued by the Chief Secretary to the Government of
Tamil Nadu, water accumulated in exhausted quarry pits shall not be extracted
and used without authorisation. According to him, if water is to be drawn from
an exhausted quarry pit, the authority to grant such permission rests only with

the Chief Secretary, and not even with the District Collector.

He further stated that, despite this, all the quarry operators in the area are
allegedly drawing water unlawfully from exhausted quai-ry pits for use in their
stone crushers and M-Sand manufacturing units. He stated that this is wholly
illegal. He therefore requested that the Government should initiate stringent
action against the quarry operators who are allegedly extracting and using water

illegally from exhausted quarry pits in violation of the Government Orders.

He next referred to the provisions relating to fencing stipulated in the
Environmental Management Plan (EMP). He stated that, while seeking -
permission, quarry operators undertake to provide fencing around the quarry
site at the rate of 2300 per metre at the time of establishing the quarry.
Therefore, according to him, Government officials should have verified whether
the required fencing had been provided before the commencement of quarrying

operations.

He further referred to a Government Order issued on 26.07.2023 by Mr.
Shiv Das Meena, 1.A.S., the then Chief Secretary to the Government of Tamil
Nadu. According to him, the Government Order directed that, by the end of
August (within 30 days), all operating quarries as well as exhausted quarries
situated on Government land should be surveyed. It further directed that fencing
should be provided around all operating quarries by the respective quarry
operators and around exhausted quarries through the District Mineral
Foundation, on or before 30.09.2023.

He stated that, however, no fencing has been provided around the quarry
till date. As a result, he alleged that a person had accidentally fallen into the
quarry pit in the area and lost his life. He questioned whether anyone could deny
this incident or whether anyone had questioned why fencing had not been
provided around the quarry. He further stated that, although people may be
aware of such dangers, livestock and other animals grazing in the area would
not be aware of these hazarcis. According to him, failure to provide safety fencing
in accordance with the prescribed rules has become a routine practice of the
quarry manégement. He further stated that, if anyone disagreed with what he
héd stated, they could respond after he had completed his speech by stating that
his submissions were incofrect or false and invite verification through

inspection.
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vHe stated that all the information presented by them is supported by
documentary evidence. According to him, just as a Government office functions
based on records, they had also engaged subject experts and spent one week
examining Google Satellite Maps and departmental records before placing their
submissions before the public hearing in the interest of society. He therefore
requested that permission shquld not be granted to the proposed quarry, as the

prescribed safety requirements had not been complied with.

Furthermore, it was stated that the Keera.mir region and its surrounding
areas had already experienced earth tremors on three occasions during thé yeafs
2022, 2023, and 2024. It was mentioned that these incidents were well known to
the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO), and that the impact of the tremors had
reportedly been felt from Keeranur, Padiyur, Nalroad, Kurukkuthi, Muthur,
Ekkattampalayam, Murungathozhuvu and Paniyampalli up to Nallur, where the
District Collectorate is located. It was further stated that, while the tectonic
plates were already shifting, numerous quarries were operating in the area. At
present, permission had been sought for three additional quarries, and it was
understood that more quarry proposals would follow. It was expressed that, if
more than ten quarries were permitted to operate within the same region, the

entire area would become severely affected.

It was also stated that, according to various research findings and reports
of committees constituted by the Union Government, air pollution and fumes
generated from explosives used in quarrying operations had resulted in severe
diabetes among children. It was further stated that reports published in The
Hindu newspaper had indicated that children residing in quarry areas were
attaining puberty at the age of three, reflecting serious health concerns. In view
of the alleged risks associated with earth tremors and the reported health
impacts on children, it was requested that permission should not be granted for

these quarry projects under any circumstances.

Next, attention was drawn to the violations relating to the welfare and
safety of quarry workers. It was stated that the claims that all necessary facilities
were being properly provided to workers were contrary to the facts. It was alleged
that quarry managements were not providing or maintaining any of the statutory
social security benefits required under labour welfare and medical protection
laws, such as Provident Fund (PF), Employees' State Insurance (ESI), and
medical insurance for workers employed in these quarries. It was further stated
that, in several accidents that had occurred in quarries operating in Tiruppur
District, workers had lost their lives, but no compensation had been paid by the
quarry owners. Instead, financial assistance to the affected families had been
obtained and provided only through the Labour Welfare Department. It was also

stated that, although quarry owners obtained permission to operate quarries for
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periods ranging from 10 to 30 years, they failed to provide any form of social

security to the workers who risked their lives in the course of their employment.

It was further stated that the statutory provisions governing blasting
operations and quarry operating hours were also being seriously violated. It was
alleged that, instead of using the permitted explosives, more powerful explosives
were being used illegally for blasting rock. It was pointed out that the licence
conditions clearly stipulated that blasting should be carried out only between
1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m., and that quarrying operations should be conducted
only between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. However, it was alleged that quarry
opérations continued beyond 5:00 p.m. and were being carried out illegally
round the clock without interruption. It was also stated that video evidence of
these alleged violations was available. On these grounds, it was requested that
permission should not be granted to these quarry projects, as they were allegedly

involved in continuous violations of the prescribed regulations.

Next, attention was drawn to the issue of road transportation. It was
stated that heavy vehicles were permitted to carry a maximum load of only 10
tonnes on Panchayat (Village Panchayat) roads, while the maximum permissible
load on National Highways was 49 tonnes. It was further stated that thousands
of petitions regarding this issue had already been submitted to the District
Revenue Officer (DRO). It was pointed out that the statutory load limits for heavy
vehicles were clearly prescribed based on the type of road and the number of

axles on the vehicle.

It was stated that, under the prescribed limits, 6-wheel lorries were
permitted to carry up to 18 tonnes, 10-wheel lorries up to 28 tonnes, 12-wheel
lorries up to 36 tonnes, 14-wheel lorries up to 42 tonnes, and 16-wheel lorries
up to 49 tonnes. However, it was é]leged that quarry lorries operating in the area
were carrying loads of up to 90 tonnes in complete violation of these regulations.
It was further stated that Panchayat roads, district roads, and State Highways
constructed using public funds Wwere expected to remain serviceable for up to
’ eight years. According to the statement, the Government spent between %50 lakh
and %1 crore per kilometre on Panchayat roads, and between %5 crore and 3210

crore on National Highways.

It was further stated that quarry managements contributed only about %5
lakh per year, amounting to %15 lakh over a period of three years, towards local
area development. However, it was alleged that roads constructed at a cost of
several crores of rupees were being severely damaged within one to three months
due to the movement of lorries carrying loads of up to 90 tonnes in violation of
the prescribed limits. It was questioned as to who should be held responsible for -
the substantial financial loss caused to the Government and the public. It was

requested that the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO), Tahsildar, Inspector of
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Police, and Regional Transport Officers (RTO). should jointly inspect such

overloaded lorries and initiate appropriate legal action.

It was stated that Government officials should discharge their duties
honestly and in accordance with the law. It was further stated that field-level
officials, such as the Village Administrative Officer (VAO), should protect theA
interests of the village and should not support activities that would adversely
affect the community. It was remarked that people should be able to say that a
VAO protected the village, and not that he contributed to its destruction.

It was further stated that the authorities had informed the public that A-1
notification notices had been issued and that "No Objection" certificates had
been obtained from the public. However, it was alleged that such claims were

based on fabricated documents.

It was stated that evidence relating to this issue was being submitted to
the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO). It was alleged that the certificates did not
properly contain the name, village, address, or identity details of the persons
concerned. It was questioned >Why such fraudulent documents were being
accepted. It was further stated that, while the Revenue Department required
numerous supporting documents from members of the public even for an
ordinary patta transfer, it had accepted "No Objection" letters containing no
proper particulars in a matter involving quarry permissions that could affect the

* livelihood of an entire generation for up to 30 years.

It was also stated that Government officials were normally poste'd in a
particular place for only three years, whereas the local population would have to
face the consequences of quarry operations for up to 30 years. It was alleged that
similar A-1 notification documents had been prepared for all quarries in the
same manner, and it was questioned why a Village Administrative Officer (VAO)
should issue such fraudulent documents. It was further alleged that similar
documents had also been obtained and submitted through the same VAO in
connection with quarry proposals submitted during 2025. It was stated that,
despite being repeatedly advised not to issue incorrect certificates, the VAO had
allegedly prepared such fabricated "No Objection" letters without regard to the
consequences. Attention was thus drawn to the alleged irregularities in the A-1
notification process and the alleged fraudulent actions of the Village
Administrative Officer (VAO).

It was stated that Tiruppur District is located adjacent to the Western
Ghats and that, like Wayanad, it is one of the 147 districts in India identified as
being prone to severe landslides. It was further stated that, in such a landslide-
prone region, quarrying operations involving blasting could potentially lead to

major natural disasters. It was remarked that everyone present at the meeting
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was seated there at that moment, and that if such a disaster were to occur and
the area became buried, people would then realise that these concerns had

already been raised.

It was further stated that there would be no objection if quarries were
operated strictly in accordance with the statutory regulations. It waS mentioned
that the Member Secretary of the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA), Ms. Ajitha, had been personally met and requested to ensure
that the approval process was carried out transparently and honestly. It was also
alleged that the former Member Secretary, Mr. Rahul Nath, had been .inVolved in
several irregularities. It was further stated that the Quarry Owners' Association
had publicly stated in an interview that quarry approvals could be obtained by
paying X15 lakh. It was therefore asserted that the objections being raised were
not without evidence, but were based on the allegation that the proposed

quarries did not comply with the prescribed statutory requirements.

Attention was also drawn to the need for the Revenue Divisional Officer
(RDO) to closely monitor quarries allegedly being operated under benami
arrangements. It was alleged that the existing quarry licensed in the name of Mr.
Muthusamy was not being operated by the licence holder, but was instead being
run illegally under an agreement by a benami company, namely SRK, and that

this fact was well known among the local residents.

It was further stated that, within a radius of 300 metres from both the
existing Muthusamy Quarry and the newly proposed Muthusamy Quarry, there
were approved residential houses, house sites, temporary houses, and houses
visible in Google Satellite Maps. It was also stated that a Government borewell -
was located within 300 metres, and that another borewell and an Over Head

Tank (OHT) were situated within 350 metres of the proposed quarry site.

In view of the alleged vibration risks, landslide warnings, and violations of
the prescribed statutory distance criteria, it was requested that permission

should not be granted for the Muthusamy Quarry.

Next, attention was drawn to the two quarry proposals of Mrs.
Thulasimani and Mr. Senthil Kumar. It was stated that the matter related to the
quarry being operated under the name of Bhagavathi Blue Metals, in the name
of Mr. Ramasamy, who is the husband of Mrs. Thulasimani and the father of Mr.
Senthil Kumar. It was further stated that this fact was not known to the officials
of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Coﬁtrol Board (TNPCB). It was also alleged that,
based on complaints submitted by them, action had already been taken against
the stone crushing unit and M-Sand manufacturing unit operated by them for
functioning illegally in violation of statutory requirements, and that those units

had been closed. It was further alleged that the quarry management had
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manufactured substandard M-Sand and supplied it for public construction

works, thereby causing significant adverse impacts.

It was further stated that, being an engineer by profession, the speaker
was well aware of the technical standards relating to M-Sand. It was stated that
only M-Sand produced from river sand or properly graded rock aggregates was
suitable for construction purposes. However, it was alleged. that the quarry
management had illegally manufactured and sold M-Sand using the local red
soil. It was further stated that the allegedly substandard material was still being
stockpiled on the eastern side of S.F. Nos. 15 and 16. It was alleged that such
activities compromised the structural quality of houses constructed by members
of the public using their lifetime savings. It was further stated that the quarry
managements were engaged in such illegal and substandard practices and that,
according to the speaker, the quarry operations of Mr. Sen{hil Kumar and Mrs.

Thulasimani were fundamentally involved in criminal activities.

_ It was stated that an assessment of the proposed quarry had been carried
out based on the préscribed statutory criteria. It was observed that there were no
approved residential houses within 300 metres of the quarry site. Hdwever, it
was alleged that an irfigation canal ‘serving 40 farmers belonging to
Moladevanagoundan Valasu, represented by the Irrigation Association leaders,
passed through the quarry area itself. It was further alleged that the quarry
management had encroached upon and obliterated the original canal, and had
instead created a new channel by dumping rock boulders. It was questioned

whether such an action could be justified.

It was further stated that, if even a minor encroachment on a public road
was made for livelihood purposes, the Government would remove it immediately.
However, it was alleged that the quarry was being operated after closing the
irrigation canal, thereby Aa_ffecting the livelihood of 40 farmers. It was stated that
the canal passed through S.F. Nos. 15, 16, and the presently proposed quarry in
S.F. No. 19. It was pointed out that the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession
Rules clearly required a minimum setback distance of 50 metres from irrigation
canals, water bodies, orvdrainage channels. However, it was alleged that even
this minimum distance had not been maintained. Since the canal passed
through the quarry area itself, it was stated that permission could not legally be
granted for the quarry.

It was further stated that a Government borewell was situated within 200
metres in S.F. No. 23, on the north-western side of the proposéd quarry. It was
alleged that, if the quarry commenced operations, the Government borewell
located adjacent to S.F. No. 19 would become unusable. It was questioned
whether the Village Administrative Officer (VAO)‘ was entrusted with protecting

Government property or allowing its destruction. It was further alleged that the
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VAO had deliberately omitted the Government borewell from his report, thereby

committing a serious irregularity.

Refereﬁce was also made to an earlier case in Tiruppur District,,whére a
Village Administrative Officer named Ms. Tamilselvi had allegedly been
prosecuted for issuing a false certificate at Kuttapalayam. It was further stated
that a Village Administrative Officer at Kokalai in Tiruchengode Taluk, Namakkal
District, was also facing court proceedings for allegedly issuing a fraudulent
document. It was claimed that, during the kpast three years, no Village
Administrative Officer in Namakkal District had issued false reports, whereas in
Tiruppur District, Village Administrative Officers were allegedly supporting

irregularities and unlawful activities by issuing incorrect reports.

Next, reference was made to Government Order (G.0.) Ms. No. 19/2022,
under which a Village Administrative Officer (VAO) is required to submit a
monthly report to the Government on all quarries operating and abandoned
within his jurisdiction. It was alleged that the VAO had failed to submit such
reports properly. Instead, it was alleged that, with his full support, SRK
Company had been illegally filling abandoned quarry pits with earth to avoid

penalties being imposed on the closed quarry.

It was further stated that Velavan Blue Metals, which had earlier operated
in the same village, had been taken over by Siva Blue Metals, also known as the
A.D. Ilango Quarry, and that the entire quarry pit had been filled with earth. It
was pointed out that, under the statutory provisioné, abandoned quarry pits are
not required to be filled with earth; instead, they are to be maintained as water
bodies and water resources. However, it was alleged that the Village
Administrative Officer had acted illegally by accepting bribes and had facilitated
the filling of both quarry pits, thereby supporting such irregularities.

It was therefore urged before the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) that
immediate and stringent action should be initiated against the Village
Administrative Officer (VAO) for allegedly violating the Government Order and for
facilitating the illegal filling of abandoned quarry pits with earth.

Next, it was stated that Moladevanagoundan Valasu Village Natham in S.F.
No. 11 is situated on the north-eastern side of the proposed quarry and has been
shown as being at a distance of 400 metres. It was further stated that the village
borewell and the Over Head Tank (OHT) are located within a radius of 500
metres. Therefore, it was stated that permission could not legally be granted for

the proposed quarry.

It was further stated that, according to the records of the Public Works
Department (PWD), a public footpath connecting South Alampadi Road passes

through S.F. Nos. 15 and 16, and that the existence of this pathway is well
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known to the local residents. However, it was alleged that the existence of this
public footpath had been concealed in the official records while obtaining

permission for the quarry. It was pointed out that, under the Tamil Nadu Minor

Mineral Concession Rules, where a public footpath exists, quarrying operations

must maintain a minimum setback distance of 10 metres from the pathway.
However, it was alleged that the quarry operated by Mr. Senthil Kumar and Mrs.
Thulasimani had encroached upon the | public footpath and was fuhctioning
within it. Therefore, it was stated that permission could not legally be granted for

the quarry.

He next stating that, it was also causing damage to public roads due to the
transportation of overloaded vehicles, and that no prescribed procedures were

being followed while carrying out blasting operations.

He further referred to the quarry owned by Mrs. Pushpalatha, operating

under the name Amman Blue Metals in the village. He stated that, since 2023,

continuous petitions had been submitted to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) seeking action against the quarry. Although the
Authority had informed that enquiries would be conducted and appropriate

action taken, no effective action had been initiated against the quarry till date.

He further stated that Mr. Senapathi, the husband of Mrs. Pushpalatha,
had earlier been imposed a penalty of 28 crore for illegally quarrying rocks in the
Chennimalai area in violation of the prescribed rules. He also alleged that Mr.
Senapathi had previously been involved in a criminal assault case using hired

persons. According to his statement, Mr. Senapathi was a member of the

AIADMK at the time of that incident, later joined the DMK after the change in

Government, and he stated that he was unaware of his present political
affiliation.

He further stated that, despite repeated representations over the past three
years, the District Administration had failed to conduct a field inspection of the
quarry located at Rettivalasu, Keeranur. He also alleged that the quarry
operators had extracted rocks not only within the approved lease area but also

from the adjoining Government poramboke land in violation of the rules.

Referring to the fact that penalties had already been imposed on several
quarries by the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) for similar violations, he
requested that appropriate legal action should likewise be initiated against this

quarry.

He stated that rock excavation in quarries is not comparable to the

excavation of ordinary sand from riverbeds using JCB machines or the

extraction of mineral sand along the coast by Mr. Vaikundarajan. According to

his statement, quarrying of hard rock neceésarily requires the use of explosives.
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He stated that, as per calculations, blasting 1 kg of explosives would yield only
about 6 tonnes of rock. He further stated that even if a 6-wheel lorry is issued a
transport pass for 6 cubic metres, the combined weight of the load and the
vehicle would be around 20 tonnes, for which approximately 3.5 kg of explosives

would be required.

He further alleged that the quarries in the area had extracted rocks far in
excess of the permitted quantity through illegal quarrying activities. He
specifically referred to RBP Company Quarry at Kuttapalayam, Pushpalatha
Quarry, Yuvarani Quarry, and Muthusamy Quarry, alleging that rocks had been
excavated in violation of the law. He further alleged that the quarry operators
had illegally transported several crore tonnes worth of explosives for the purpose

of unlawfully extracting public mineral resources.

He further stated that, if an individual such as himself were found in
possession of even half a kilogram of explosives, severe punishment, including
imprisonment for five years, ten years, or even life imprisonment, could be
imposed. However, he alleged that despite the large-scale illegal transportation
and use of explosives by the quarry operators, no legal action had been taken

- against them.

He next referred to the quarries owned by Mr. A.D. Ilango at Nal Road,
including both the exhausted quarry and the quarry presently in operation. He
stated that, based on continuous petitions submitted over the past five years,
the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) had also examined
the matter and directed that appropriate action be taken. He further alleged that,
if the quarry were properly inspected for violations of the applicable rules, large-
scale violations and illegal extraction of minerals would be found, warranting the

imposition of a penalty of up to ¥500 crore on that quarry alone.

"He further alleged that the quarry owner was presently engaged in the
illegal practice of dumping the entire quantity of crusher dust/soil into the
quarry pit in order to fill and conceal the exhausted quarry. He requested that
the officials of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) immediately
conduct a field inspection of the quarry, prevent the alleged illegal filling and
closure of the quarry pit, and initiate appropriate legal action against the quarry
management for the alleged illegal extraction of minerals involving several crores

of rupees.

He next referred to the quarry proposed by Mrs. Thulasimani and stated
that residential houses were located at a distance of 239 metres on the north-

eastern side and 243 metres on the south-western side of the quarry.

Similarly, with regard to the quarry proposed by Mr. Senthil Kumar, he

stated that a building structure was situated on the south-western side, while a
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residential house was located at a distance of only 151 metres on the north-
eastern side. He further stated that an industrial unit developed in a lay-out was

situated at a distance of 282 metres on the south-eastern side of the quarry.

~He further stated that the latitude and longitude coordinates of these
locations had been accurately recorded and certified at the respective boﬁndary
stone locations. He therefore requested that appropriate action be taken on the

matter.

He alleged that there had previously been a practice whereby quarry
approvals could be obtained by paying a bribe of ¥15 lakh to the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) and %50 lakh to a Minister.
He further stated that such a practice would not be possible under the present
circumstances and that, if it were to occur, the Government itself would have to

face the serious consequences.

He further stated that the District Environmental Engineer (DEE) should
mandatorily submit a field inspection report before granting the Consent to
Operate (CTO). Before preparing such a report, he requested that the objections

and supporting evidence submitted by them should be examined in detail.

He further stated that, although the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
(TNPCB) does not have direct respohsibility with regard to the Siting Criteria, it
possesses the legal authority, upon receipt of complaints, to seek explanations
from the Village Administrative Officer (VAO), the Village Panchayat President,
the Panchayat Union, and the Block Development Officer (BDO). He stated that
the former District Environmental Engineer, Mr. Senthil Kumar, who had earlier
served in Tiruppur North, had taken similar action by seeking explanations from
the concerned authorities regarding the RPP Quarry at Kuttapalayam based on
their complaint, and that the quarry had subsequently been closed. ‘

He further requested that, before submitting the field inspection report,
the concerned departments should immediately seek explanations regarding the.
allegations and supporting evidence submitted by him. He stated that, if the
information furnished by him was incorrect, the concerned departmental
authorities would be able to provide their reply within three days. He further
stated that all the evidence submitted by them had been prepared based on
latitude and longitude coordinates, Google Maps, and Revenue Department
records. Based on these supporting materials, he asserted that the three

quarries presently seeking environmental clearance were not legally eligible to

operate.

He stated that he wished to convey certain important points to the

Chairperson and the Member Secretary of the State Environment Impact'
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21.

Assessment Authority (SEIAA) who were watching the proceedings of the public

hearing.

He further stated that, during the tenure of Mr. Rahul Nath, they had met
Mr. Senthil Kumar, who is presently serving as the First Principal Secretary to
the Hon'ble Chief Minister, and that it had been acknowledged that approvals
had been granted without proper scrutiny, based solely on the certificate issued
by the Village Administrative Officer (VAO). Acc¢ording to his statement, it was
admitted that such a procedure had been a mistake and that it would not be

repeated in future.

Addressing the officials watching the proceedings, including Mrs. Ajitha
and the members of the Technical Cbmmittee, he stated that anyone involved in
fraudulent acts would ultimately face imprisbnment. Referring to the Tamil
proverb, "If an educated person indulges in deceit and wrongful arguments, he
will ultimately face ruin," he warned that those who committed such mistakes

would eventually face serious consequences.

He stated that Tiruppur District had already suffered significant
environmental degradation. He questioned whether the dumping of waste and
garbage from the Tiruppur City Municipal Corporation in the area could have
taken place without the knowledge of the Village Administrative Officer (VAO). He
further stated that Such dumping activities had beén stopped only as a result of

the continuous protests by the local people.

'He further alleged that the Village Administrative Officer (VAO) had been
suf)porting all the illegal and unlawful activities taking place in the area. He
therefore requested that the Government initiate immediate and stringent legal
action against the concerned Village Administrative Officer for his alleged

involvement in continuous irregularities.

Thiru.Vishwanathan,

Mr. Viswanathan stated that he was a resident of Nal Road and owned
agricultural land in S.F. No. 13 of Keeranur ‘Village. He stated that the proposed
quarry belonging to Mr. Senthil Kumar and Mrs. Thulasimani was located very
close to his agricultural land, and that its operation would have a significant

adverse impact on his farmland.

He further stated that the quarry proponents had already destroyed the
Government .irrigation canal carrying water under the Lower Bhavani Project
(LBP) and the Parambikulam Aliyar Project (PAP), which provided irrigation to
about 50.40 acres of agricultural land, thereby obstructing the natural flow of
irrigaﬁon water. He stated that he had previously submitted a petition to the
Hon'ble Chief Minister's Special Cell regarding the alleged illegal permission
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granted for the quarry, which resulted in the destruction of the Government

irrigation canal.

He further stated that, during the enquiry conducted on his complaint, the
officials of the Irrigation Department had intervened and assured that the canal
would be restored through mutual discussions. However, according to him, the
quarry'management had merely dumped rock boulders and covered them with
soil, without making any proper arrangement to restore the free flow of irrigation

water.

He therefore stated that granting permission to the quarry agairi, after it
had allegedly damaged the Government irrigation canal and affected the
livelihood of farmers, would further affect their livelihood. He requested that the

proposed quarry should not be granted permission under any circumstances.

22. Thiru.Natarajan, Boomandanvalasu
Mr. Natarajan stated that he was a resident of Boomandam Valasu Village.
He stated that three to four quarries were presently operating around their
agricultural lands. According to him, pollution control measures and the
required safety precautions were being followed to a certain extent in these
quarries. He further stated that whenever the villagers expressed their
grievances or concerns, the quarry management listened to them and took

appropriate steps to resolve the issues.

He further stated that, while granting fresh permissions, the Government
should not permit any illegal activities and should ensure that quarry operations

- are allowed only if they fully comply with the applicable Government rules and
regulations. He requested that, whenever complaints relating to public
inconvenience or damage to roads were received, the concerned authorities
should conduct proper field inspections and take appropriate action. At the same
time, he stated that those carrying out quarry operations in accordance with the
law should be allowed to continue their business without unnecessary

interference.

He further stated that, in the present situation where Government-
supplied sand was not available, a complete stoppage of the supply of M-Sand:
would make it extremely difficult for ordinary people like them to obtain
construction materials for building houses. He stated that people constructing
large houses worth several crores of rupees could procure materials from other
districts or States, whereas members of the public constructing small houses
with a budget of Z5 lakh to 210 lakh could do so only if construction materials

were available nearby at affordable prices.
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He therefore requested that, before granting permission to quarries, the
authorities should verify whether they complied with all applicable Government
regulations and ensure that they operated strictly in accordance with the law. He
further requested that the quarries should function in a manner that did not
cause inconvenience to the public while ensuring the uninterrupted availability
of construction materials required for residential buildings. He stated that they
were not completely opposed to the quarries; however, their primary concern was
that all quarry operatiohs should be carried out strictly in accordance with the

Government rules and regulations.

Mr. Muhilan again addressed the gathering and stated that, in response to the
question of what alternative would be available for construction activities if
quarries were not permitted, they wished to place certain alternative solutions on
record. He stated that nearly 70% of the M-Sand produced by quarries in Tamil
Nadu was presently being transported to the neighbouring States of Karnataka
and Kerala. He therefore suggested that the Government of Tamil Nadu should
considef directly importing natural river sand from foreign countries as an
alternative. He further stated that, if all the dams in Tamil Nadu were
scientifically desilted and sand extrécted, the State's sand requirement for the

next 15 years could be met.

He further stated that experts had predicted a reduction in water levels in
reservoirs during the current year due to the impact of El Nifio, and therefore the
Government should immediately commence desilting operations in the dams. He
also stated that countries such as Indonesia and Malaysia permitted the export
of river sand because they were frequently affected by natural disasters such as
tsunamis and because a large proportion of houses in those countries were
constructed using timber. He stated that this request had already been placed
before the Hon'ble Chief Minister and the concerned Ministers during a press
conference held in the previous mohth, and that the same request was once
’again being reiterated before the higher authorities through the present public

hearing.

He further alleged that nearly 50% of the M-Sand presently sold in the
market was mixed with waste materials. He questioned whether any quarry
owner could assure the public that quality M-Sand, free from waste material,
would be supplied. He further alleged that houses constructed using such
substandard M-Sand, whether built through modest means or at a cost of

several lakhs of rupees, developed cracks and deteriorated within five years.

He therefore requesteid that the Technical Committee of the Government of

Tamil Nadu adopt a policy decision to meet the State's sand requirement by
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importing natural river sand from foreign countries and by utilising sand

obtained through the scientific desilting of reservoirs within the State.

CONCLUSION:

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruppur North, expressed her gratitude, on behalf of the District
Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, to all the participants
who attended the Public Hearing, recorded their views, and submitted petitions. She
then declared that Public Hearing concluded.

Further, a total of 17 petitions received from the public during the Public
Hearing conducted for the proposed establishment of the Keeranur Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry Cluster (Group of Three Quarries) over an extent of 4.54.1 hectares

are enclosed herewith (Annexure-III). The proposed quarry projects are:

1. Thiru R. Senthilkumar — Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, Survey Field Nos.
16/2 (Part) and 16/3 (Part). '

2. Thiru R. Muthusami — Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, Survey Field No.
- 71/A.

3. Thiru R. Thulasimani — Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, Survey Field Nos.

16/2 (Part), 16/3 (Part), 19/1 (Part), 19/4A, 19/4B and 15 (Part).

The list of participants who attended the above Public Hearing, along with the
video recording of the proceedings, compact disc (CD), audio recordings, and a
storage device containing photographs of the meeting, are also enclosed herewith
(Annexure-IV). '

District Environmental Engineer, Dharapuram.
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, -
Tiruppur North.

Enclosures:
1. Attendance register of thoée who participated in the public hearing meeting.
2. Copy of the power point presentation.
3. Petitions received from public — 17 Nos
4. The Video CDs recording of the proceedings during the public hearing.
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