Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted on 10.09.2024 at 11.00 A.M. at
M/s. Surya Mahal, 24/1 & 24/2, Madurai Main Road, Kayathar, Thoothukudi
District for the proposed Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry namely
Mys. S.Kandasamy Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No. 272/24, 2B, 2C &
2D, Chettikurichi Village, Kayathar Taluk, Thoothukudi District

Participants:

1. | Tmt. Mahalakshmi Revenue Divisional Officer,
Kovilpatti Division,
Thoothukudi.

2. | Er. S.V. Kalaivani ‘District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Thoothukudi.

3. | Project Proponents and their | As per Attendance Register
representatives and the general | (A copy of the Attendance Register is
public attached in Annexure - II).

At the outset, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Thoothukudi welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Kovilpatti
Division, Thoothukudi who was present to preside over the public hearing meeting
and also welcomed the project proponent and their representatives and all the
public who were present to attend the public hearing meeting and explained the
purpose of the meeting. The Environmental consultant on behalf of the project
proponent explained about the details about the project and Environmental
Management Plan and the mitigation measures

L._After this, the public expressed their views: Following are the views
expressed by the public during the Public Hearing meeting:

1. Thiru. S.P. Muthuraman, Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli :

1. 1 recently visited Dindigul District, where a similar Public hearing meeting
was held, for which posters have been put up in rural areas announcing that

the hearing is taking place. They have done it so that the message could
reach the people of the village there.

2. However, for this quarry located in the Chettikurichi village, has the District

- Environmental Engineer taken any steps to inform the people from the

surrounding area to participate? Or was it done after informing the Village
Administration Officer? Nothing is done.
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. Forty days back they have placed only one advertisement in one English
newspaper and one Tamil newspaper. English newspapers are never read in
small villages. They read only Tamil daily. And that's only published as a

text message. This is highly reprehensible. All the villagers should know
about this meeting

4. Why is that this hearing is conducted at a distance of 15 km from
Chettikurichi village. Why not the meeting was not held near Chettikurichi
village.



5. The purpose of this public hearing meeting is to grant permission to this
quarry only after knowing the impact of the mine on the people, animals and
plants there if the mine operates.

6. But the common people do not know about this meeting. The public
consultation is held only to till “yes” in application of Tamilnadu State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority regarding conduct of public
consultation?

7. Since this consultation meeting is being held without formal announcements
and without informing the people properly, it is not appropriate to organize
this public consultation meeting.

8. What are the annexures provided in EIA reports? Does it contain copy of
village “A” record? The “A” record that contains the information indicating
adjacent lands nearby pond, lake and pathways are missing in EIA report.

9. There is no inspection done by the Tamil Nadu State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority. Environmental clearance is given based on Google
maps and the report furnished to them. Therefore, you have hidden the "A"
register in the report. Therefore, the EIA report should be properly prepared
and submitted to the general public.

10.Therefore, this public consultation meeting is not appropriate and therefore
this public consultation meeting should be cancelled and the meeting should
be held only after submitting proper documents.

11.In the EIA report pictures, you have mentioned what is around 100 meters
and 10 kilometers around the quarry but why there is no mention on any
wind farm nearby, Are there no wind farms? Did you survey there and then
made this report? Or Is this report prepared without any survey?

12.Respected Revenue Divisional Officer and Tahsildar would know that the
whole area is full of wind farms, but why didn’t you mention even a wind
farm. You cannot try to hide all this and get environmental clearance.

13.Some quarries are already operating in the place where this quarry is located.
There are also windmills. There are wind farms around these quarries. Then
how can this be allowed?

14.A wind turbine can range from 50 meters to 80 meters. Almost like this there
are 1000's of wind turbines in the place. They try to get environmental
clearance by hiding documents like this.

15.0ne of the association head of the Namakkal Quarry owners' association
says in an interview to Sathyam News that Tamil Nadu State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority is giving permission with a bribe of Rs. 1.50
lakh per hectare.

16.The Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board has issued more Public Hearing
announcement among most of them for quarries only.

17.No need of these many quarries for house building and various other needs.



18.The nearest state is Kerala. Everyone calls as “God's own country”. No soil
and stones can be taken there. No group of quarries can be set up in the same
area. Not even a quarry is allowed there. Those people are very interested in
protecting the environment there.

19.But, we are allowing to send stone and soil from the stone quarries here.

20.Two hundred trucks carrying soil and stones are transported to Kerala every
day near Puliyarai Checkpost and Kaliakkavilai Checkpost.

21.A few years ago when we were all paralyzed due to the spread of Corona,

the only thing people needed was food. Corona has taught us the importance
of food.

22.From Kayathar area through the Western Ghats to Tuticorin, all the lands
that were once fertile lands are now full of wind farms. All of them are
agricultural lands. All those lands have been acquired by the wind farm
owners.

23.The S.F. No. 272, where this quarry is to be located, has a pathway in the
area. It was not reported in the EIA report. If the quarries are located near
the pathway, the people living there will not be able to use it. Apart from
that, if there is a pathway, how then permission will be given to mining.

24.Also, the quarry owners are now adopting a new technique since permission
cannot be given to multiple quarries to the same person. But there are
already three quarries are in operation there. The owner of one of the
quarries is Tmt. Kasthuri, W/o. Thiru. Kandasamy. Another quarry owner is
Thiru. Murugan, S/o. Thiru. Kandasamy. Now this quarry owner is Thiru.
Kandasamy. So these three quarries belong to the same family. They go by
different names and surround the areas and make quarries there. Therefore
this quarry permit should be cancelled.

25.8.F. No. 272 and S.F. No. 264 is located at the back of this quarry of S.F.
No. 272. There is a pond at the back of the quarry site. But they have not
informed about it in their EIA report. Apart from that, there is a stream in
the area that can bring water to the pond and stream carrying water to
outside of the river. All these are being destroyed by the mines already
operating in that area. ’

26.Nobody is going to build any ponds in the near future. So at least we have to
protect the existing ponds.

27.They are trying to somehow get environmental clearance with a bogus EIA
report. )

28.There is a substation within 10 kilometers near the quarry. They have also
hidden it in EIA report.

29.Also, they say that they use 5 ton and 10 ton trucks to carry stone and soil,
but currently no quarries use those trucks, only big taurus trucks are used.
Even the Revenue Divisional Officer and Tahsildar knows this.



30.Also if there are four quarries in total along with this quarry in the area,
more than 200 big taurus lorries would be used every day, if so the
environment of the village would be greatly affected.

31.Agricultural lands will be affected. That village environment turns into a
worst environment.

32.They say we don't dig tunnels below water level, but no one examines it.
This will affect the water sources in the area.

33.Also, the village administration authorities have given approval that there
are no wind turbines and water bodies in the area. But the village
administrative authorities give report without examining it which is highly -
condemnable. This is because the Tamil Nadu Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority did not conduct inspection.

34.The permission to set up this quarry will be given only for five years, so no
employment will be generated from this quarry.

35.When such mines are in operation, Mines mate and foreman are not
employed properly with educated people.

36.So already three quarries have been sanctioned in this area and that is the
fourth mine.

37.1f you allow this mining the environment will be affected a lot. Therefore
environment clearance should not be given for this mine. They hide many
facts and try to get environmental clearance.

38.Therefore, I conclude by saying that the EIA report prepared by these agents
should be cancelled.

2. Thiru. S.V. Shankar, Tirunelveli

1. Mr. Kandasamy, has hidden most of the important things in the EIA report
for the quarry to be located in S.F. No. 272.

2. There are windmills, petrol stations, ponds, sluices and dams near the quarry
site.

3. There are drains very close to the quarry. There are buildings near the
quarry. Animals with affected by quarrying.

4, Explosives used in this quarry will cause great harm to the people of the
area. Therefore, the EIA report should be cancelled.

5. Hence, I request that this hearing should be cancelled.

3. Thiru. Thankapandiyvan, Chettikuruchi

1. Our town already has three quarries. We have done many protests to cancel
it. But the quarry owners are getting any approval from the authorities in all
possible ways. Quarries cause dust pollution. Therefore nearby villages are
affected.

2. If you give permission to this quarry, then we will hand over our ration card
and Aadhaar card to the Government. You send us to another town, we will
not be living in Chettikurichi.



3. Government Officials are there to do good to the people.

4. So we put our faith in you and bow to your feet and say on behalf of the

people of the village, we say that permission should not be given to this
quarry.

4. Thiru. Pandi, Naam Thamizhar Party, Advocate

1.

The owner of this quarry is not known to me. There is no animosity, but we’
inform you that Quarry should not come. We present the following opinion.

. It is a rule that before starting a quarry, responds to be obtained from the

Village Administrative Officer, Tahsildar regarding Environmental Impact
Assessment and should submit to the Pollution Control Board based on
which the quarries should be operated.

. But the District Collector ordered them to operate the quarry with certain

conditions. The date of his order is on 14.07.2023.

. But in the Environmental Impact Assessment Tamil project summary page

52, they say that they have basically done a monitoring study from 01st
September 2022 to 28th February 2023. The doubt is that how did they do
the field survey in 2022 before the District Collector gave permission? This
is completely false information. Why was it necessary to prepare EIA report
before the District Collector given permission? This is an example of how
wrong the EIA report.

. And wherever we apply, we must sign it and only then it will be acceptable.

But Mr. Kandasamy has applied to the District Environmental Engineer. But
in that application Mr. Kandaswamy has not signed. The Pollution Control
Board accepted the application without his signature.

6. I have taken all this information from Pollution Control Board website.

Is it necessary for this hearing to be held with an unsigned EIA report by the
quarry owner? If his signature is there then should be accepted petition.

8. In the next page only the project consultant also didn’t sign.

. After all we have come to protest and some for support but why the Police

have not come. Should you have informed the police station? Haven’t you?
Who will be responsible if any danger happens to me while I left talking?

10.When asked at the police station, they told us that they did not have any

information. In such a position, is this hearing necessary?

11.Many people here are brave enough to talk but are afraid of something bad

happening after they talk. When I asked the Village Administration Officer
about this meeting last night, he said that they do not know about this
meeting. Therefore, it is not known on what basis the meeting is being held

when the Police department and the Village Administrative Officer were not
informed.

12.This quarry is going to be located in S.F. No. 272/2A, 2B, 2C, 2D but

adjacent to it is S.F. No. 273 exists between which the pathway lies. So how
can quarries be operated where there is a path. Are there regulations for
quarrying near the pathway? Does the Pollution Control Board accept this?
How people can use that path.

13.No trees are planted by the existing quarries and therefore dust pollution is

caused around. Already more than 100 acres of agricultural land has been
destroyed.



14.All newspapers and media reported about this and farmers protested.

15.Because crops in agricultural lands have turned white. No vegetation has
sprouted in the agricultural lands there.

16.A hearing was held on 01.07.2024 in Chettikurichi village for two nearby
quarries and the nearby villagers and shopkeepers all together raised a black
flag against the coming of the quarry. In spite of that, they are going to get a
new permition.

17.Adjacent to the quarry S.F. No. 272/2A, 2B, 2C, 2D a S.F. No. 271/1,2,3
exists which is government land. Their intention is that if this quarry is

implemented, they can also acquire the nearby government lands of field
number 271/1, 2, 3.

18.Thus, if the quarry is located near the government land, the government land
will be wasted.

19.Also, there is another quarry next to this quarry site further. On one side is
the pond and on the other is the lake. It is reported that there is a small lake
in the northern part of their EIA report. Can we destroy it because it is a
small lake?

20.Therefore, the Pollution Control Board should not allow this consultation
meeting and since there is no signature in the EIA report, it should be
canceled and re-applied in a proper manner and the public should be
informed again and a consultation meeting should be held. This is what we
request our opinion on behalf of the Naam Tamizhar Party.

5. Thiru. Rangarajan, Indian Marxist Communist Party, Advocate Division
District Secretary

1. The land belongs to my wife, her grandmother, maternal uncle. Its S.F. No.
is 276/1, 279/3b is located near the site of this quarry.

2. Our grandmother Mrs. Janaki was the panchayat president for 30 years.
Theirs 86 years old. Senior citizen. She has petitioned to RDO, Kovilpatti,
four times in the last one and a half years to prevent such quarries from
coming up. But the authorities have not yet given any response.

3. Since Mrs. Kasthuri does not have proper roads to their quarry, how can they
give permission? Likewise his son Mr. Murugan doesn't have a road to his
quarry, but permission has been granted and for the past one and a half
years, 50 to 100 trucks have been carrying stone and sand from their
Quarries.

4, In this regard, Mrs. Janaki has also complained to the District Collector and
the Department of Mining and Geology.

5. All the officials have only sent a letter saying that due investigation will be
taken and action will be taken.

6. Kovilpatti RDO Mrs. Mahalakshmi has also sent a letter and I have all the
reminder letters you sent us.

7. But not even once you have did not come in person and visited the road
damaged by the quarry owners. So you are acting in favor of the quarry
owners.

8. So you did not take any action to repair the road damaged by the lorries,
now is this hearing necessary?.



9. Also the groundwater level is low. It used to take 1 hour to fetch water by
motor, but now it takes 3 to 4 hours, but no water is coming, the ground
water level has reduced drastically.

10.In this regard we have filed a petition in the Hon'ble High Court. W.P. No.
13960 of 2023. In that, on 20.07.2023, the Tahsildar of Kayathar has given
an affidavit that they will not use the waterway any more, saying that their
use was wrong. But even after that, the owner of the vehicle has been using
the same route for 8 months.

11.Now on 29.08.2024 Tuticorin District Collector and Kayathar Tahsildar
have also received affidavit from the owner of the quarry that they will no
longer use that road.

12.The court has issued an order that if the road is used in such a way, a
contempt of court case can be filed against the District Collector and the
Tahsildar of Kayathar. Can you explain which route they will use for these
quarries now? Can you explain which path they will use with formal
approval?

13.If you will take action only after the High Court Judgment, then why are
you, known as government officials?, you have not taken action despite a
senior citizen saying, are you going to take action now?

14.What action you have taken against Mr. Kandasamy? And I am now telling

the numbers, how can you give permission if it is a water flowing area in
S.F. Nos. 185/2B 185/2B 185/5A 185/5A2 185 6A2 and 276/. Through this
area water flows to agriculture lands.

6. Tahsildar, Kovilpatti Division

1. It's been 20 days since I took charge here.

2. As there is a case in Hon'ble High Court against the said quarries, I went and
inspected it a week ago.

3. Also, I have ordered the survey section to measure the land. And action will
be taken if the lanes are laid on the waterway.

7. again Thiru. Rangarajan, Indian Marxist Communist Party, Advocate
Division District Secretary

1. The purchase deed is in the name of Tmt. Janaki since 162 Patta No. 758 is
also in the name of Mrs. Janaki and the government later acquired those
lands for the waterway. But now the quarry owners are trying to take it over.

2. There is no need to re-inspect the already surveyed land by the Tahsildar.

3. No action was taken when we petitioned the Divisional Officer, Kayathar
Tahsildar is acting as an accomplice to them as he belongs to the same
community.

8. again Thiru. S.P. Muthuraman, Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli

1. Also, in the said EIA report, the Village Administrative Officer has given
my report that there will be no harm from the said quarry, how can a Village
Administrative Officer give such a report?.

2. Such a false report has been given by the Village Administrative officer;
does the Village Administrative Officer have the authority to issue such a



report? It is up to the general public to decide whether there is damage or
not.

. So the Village Administrative Officer is complicit in taking bribe from the

Quarry owner and giving such a statement.

Therefore, I would like to inform you that immediate Departmental action
and legal action should be taken against the Village Administrative Officer.

8. Mr. Sermakani, Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli

1. EIA report is prepared in favor of quarry by hiding many facts.

. Therefore we strongly condemn those who prepared the report.

3. This should be condemned by the Pollution Control Board. And the

Pollution Control Board itself is now polluted.

Has a police protection been arranged? Please tell us who will be responsible
if we get hurt in this place, so this consultation should be canceled
immediately.

. Likewise Mr. Kannan, the then District Environmental Engineer during his

tenure, ordered the cancellation of a hearing, and I humbly request you to
cancel this hearing as well.

9. Pon Pandian, Ex. Panchayat President

1.

Greeting to all. There is no issues to Chettikurichi village and its
surrounding areas by this quarry.

If there is dust pollution from the quarry, is there no dust pollution from the
nearby quarry called Malayarasi?

The friend who spoke earlier is my cousin. He says that there is problem due
to pathway, but there is no pathway issues. Have the owners of the pathway
complained about it? Nothing. There is no harm due to this quarry.

Among the people who participated here, none of the people who live near
the place where the quarry is going to be located, and they have not
protested against the quarry.

. As opposed by them, the three quarries located in the Chettikurichi area have

not caused any damage.

. All the three quarries were granted licenses only after the village inspection

of Administration Officer, Tahsildar and mining department officials.

. The present Tahsildar, has conducted the field inspection for three times.

8. In that case, my house is very close to the quarry, so I can say anywhere that

there is no harm from this quarry.

10. Thiru. Bharathan, Chidambarapatti

In this meeting he informed that there are no people living near this quarry,

but I humbly inform you that my land is very close to this quarry.



11. Thiru. Subbiah, Chettikurichi

1.
2.
3.

For last five years there is dust issue.
Agriculture has been affected.

You have to save us from this dust pollution.

12. Revenue Divisional Officer, Kovilpatti

If anyone wants to give petitions, they can give petitions.

1.
2.
3.

This is my first Public hearing meeting.
Here the comments of all the participants are recorded.

A video recorded here and the written form of the same will be sent to the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.

. I have no authority to cancel this hearing. It is my duty to send the video

recording and written recordings to State Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority through the District.

. Also, if there are any violations, you can file a complaint with the Revenue

Divisional Officer along with a photo, and appropriate action will be taken.
My Govt. contact no. is 94450 00481, you can contact this number to lodge
a complaint.

Report will be prepared and based on inspection will be submitted for all
quarries.

Our District Collector is also working for the welfare of the people. He asks
us to work in the same way. Therefore, I assure you that our reports will be
very honest and transparent.

Therefore, I would like to state that there is no need for government
officials, especially revenue officials, to act in favor of one party only.

. Also, I would like to inform all the surrounding public will be informed for

Public hearing meetings. I inform that the Pollution Control Board officials
will also give full cooperation in this regard.

13. Thiru. S.P. Muthuraman, Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli :

1.

Pollution Control Board has advertised this hearing as Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board Hearing on their banners, but this hearing has nothing to do
with Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. ‘

Therefore it should be registered as a hearing held by the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board as per the order of the Tamil Nadu State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.

. Please note that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board has only the duty to

forward the reports of this meeting to the Tamil Nadu State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority and has no decision-making authority.



The District Environmental Engineer, Thoothukudi

1. The District Environmental Engineer concluded the meeting by thanking all
those who attended the public hearing and informed that the recordings will
be forwarded to the State level Environmental Impact Assessment Authority
through Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

2. This proposal from the general public at this hearing. Eight written
objections have been received. (Annexure — III).

The following documents are enclosed herewith in connection with the public
hearing:

1. Pen drive consisting of the Recorded Video (2-Nos) of the entire public
hearing proceedings (Annexure — I).

2. List of participants who attended the public hearing (Annexure — II).

3. Written views/comments received for this project (Annexure — III).

» “
District Environm¥hta Engineer, Revenue Divisional Officer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Kovilpatti Division,
Thoothukudi. Thoothukudi.
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