MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH STONE QUARRY
OF M/S. CKAMARAJRAJASHREE MINES AND MINERALS, S.F.NO.328/2
(BLOCK - 38), KALPADI (NORTH) VILLAGE, PERAMBALUR TALUK, -
-PERAMBALUR DISTRICT OVER AN EXTENT OF 1.00.0 HECTARES ON 21.08.2026
AT 10:30 AM IN M/s. ANNAI MAHAL, PERAMBALUR SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY,
NO.2/321B, OPPOSITE TO NAYARA PETROL BUNK, ARIYALUR MAIN ROAD,
KAVULPALAYAM POST, PERAMBALUR TALUK, PERAMBALUR DISTRICT.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:
1. | Thiru. S. Sornaraj : | Personal Assistant to the District Collector
(General)/Deputy Collector,
Perambalur District.
2. Dr.D.Sugumar . | District Environmental Engineer,
' Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perambalur District.
PROPRIETOR: ’
3. Proprietor  — Chandrahaéan Project :
Kamaraj ' Rough Stone Quarry of
M/s. C. Kamarajrajashree Mines and
Minerals,
S.F.No0.328/2 (Block - 38),
Kalpadi (North) Village,

Perambalur Taluk,

Perambalur District.

The total number of people who attended the meeting, including the Proprietor of the
quarry, Government Officials, Environmental Activists and the General Public, was 468.

(copy of the attendance register is attached herewith).

District Environmental Engilieer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur,
said “Good morning to everyone présent here. On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board and the Perambalur District Administration, I extend a warm welcome to the Personal

Assistant to the District Collector (General)/Deputy Collector/Deputy Collector, other



government officials, members of the public, volunteers, police personnel, and members of
the press and media who have assembled here today to participate in and conduct the Public
Hearing Meeting for the proposed rough stone quarry by M/s. C. Kamarajrajashree Mines
and Minerals, S.F.N0.328/2 (Block-38), Kalpadi (North) Village, Perambalur Taluk,

Perambalur District.

The proposed quarry is located within a 500-metre radius of an existing quarry
cluster, covering an area of 13.60.0 hectares. Therefore, this Public Hearing Meeting is being
conducted as part of the process for obtaining Environmental Clearance from the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Tamil Nadu, for the proposed quarry
broject. A public notice regarding today's meeting was published 30 days in advance in” The
New Indian Express” English newspaper and Thinathanthi” Tamil newspaper, dated
21.07.2026.

Further, information regarding this Public Hearing Meeting has been disseminated
among the public residing in Kalpadi North and the surrounding villages through pamphlets
and public announcements using loudspeakers, so as to ensure that the local people are
adequately informed about the meeting and have an opportunity to express their views.

The Project Environmental Consultant will now explain the proposed project in detail,
including its salient features and the environmental safeguards proposed to be implemented.
Following the presentation, members of the public may register their opinions, suggestions,
concerns, or objections one by one. Each participant is requested to clearly state their name
and address before expressing their views. All the views and representations expressed by the
public during this meeting will be recorded in audio and video format and submitted to
the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Tamil Nadu, for consideration
as part of the Environmental Clearance process. He asked the public to calmly register their
views. I now request the Project Environmental Consultant to explain the proposed project in
detail. 7
Project Environmental Consultant: The project consultant explained the project to the

public through a Power Point Presentation.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur,
Those who wish to express their views are requested to come forward one by one and present
their views calmly and clearly. Members of the public are requested to express only their own
views, comments, suggestions, or concerns and not to criticize or comment on the views

expressed by others. They are also requested to keep their statements brief and concise, so



that sufficient time is available for everyone to express their views and participate in the

consultation.

1. Thiru. N. Sengamuthu, President, Farmers’ Association (Perambalur—Ariyalur

Districts):
Respected Personal Assistant to the District Collector (General)/Deputy Collector, the
Engineer of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, representatives of all the community
organizations present here, members of the public, members of the press and television
media, members of the agricultural community, and the owner of the proposed quarry, I
extend my humble greetings to all of you. The proposed project is a rough stone quarry. The
quarry is located on government land and not on private lease land. The total area of the
quarry is 1 hectare and 2.5 cents. I would like to state that this is an open-pit mechanized
quarry, which is proposed to be excavated to a depth of approximately 36 feet from the
ground level. The proposed life of the quarry is five years. It has been stated that only a
limited quantity of explosives will be used for blasting operations and that blasting will be
carried out only between 12:00 noon and 2:00 p.m. No blasting operations should be carried
out beyond these permitted hours. Similarly, adequate measures should be taken to control
dust in and around the quarry. Water should be regularly sprinkled on the roads surrounding
the quarry. Quarry vehicles and trucks should be driven at a controlled speed and with due
care, so that they do not cause any inconvenience, dust pollution, or safety concerns to the
people living in the surrounding villages. Appropriate safety equipment and protective gear
should be provided to all workers employed at the quarry. In addition, medical camps should
be conducted once every six months for the workers. These medical camps should, as far as
possible, also be extended to benefit the local residents. It has been stated that approximately
25 persons will be provided direct employment through this quarry. I request that priority be
given to educated youth and other local residents, including those from economically weaker
sections, while providing employment opportunities. The people of this area depend on
agriculture and other local activities for their livelihood. Therefore, quarrying operations
should not cause any hindrance to agricultural activities. The concerns and reasonable
demands of the local farmers and members of the public should be duly considered, and the
quarry should be operated in a manner that does not adversely affect their livelihood. There
are several water bodies in our village, including lakes, ponds, and drinking-water wells.
- Since some of the drinking-water wells are open, dust generated from the quarrying activities
may settle in the water and affect its quality. Therefore, I request the concerned authorities to
take appropriate measures to prevent dust from entering these water sources. Alternatively, I
request the quarry management to take necessary remedial measures on humanitarian
grounds to protect the drinking-water sources of the local people. If all the above-mentioned
measures and safeguards are properly implemented, I would like to state that we have no
objection to the extraction of stone from the proposed quarry, subject to compliance with all
applicable environmental, safety, and legal requirements. Thank you.

Personal Assistant to the District Collector (General)/Deputy Collector, He requested the
members of the public to briefly summarize their views and conclude their remarks so that

others would also have an opportunity to express their opinions.



2. Thiru. R. Shankar, State President — Laaco India and Perambalur Ariyalur Trichy
Zone Coordinator — Fact India : '

Respected Engineer of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Personal Assistant to the
District Collector (General)/Deputy Collector, RDO, Tahsildar, Village Administrative
Officers, members of the television and press media, representatives of the Farmers’
Association, social activists, quarry owners, and all those who have assembled here for this
Public Hearing Meeting organized by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the
Perambalur District Administration, I extend my warm greetings to everyone. The project
report prepared for today’s Public hearing meeting has been prepared by Global consultancy.
The report has been presented in a comprehensive manner. A summary of approximately 30
pages, in both Tamil and English, has been prepared, along with a detailed report of more
than 400 pages, and copies have been made available for public inspection. It is encouraging
to see a large number of members of the public gathered here today to express their views
and participate in this consultation. Approximately 5,000 to 6,000 people are dependent on
quarry-related activities for their livelihood. The project report clearly provides details
regarding the lease, location, project description, project requirements, environmental
conditions, groundwater, noise environment, soil environment, biological environment,
socio-economic conditions, environmental monitoring, project benefits, and other relevant
aspects. This is appreciable. Whenever a development project is undertaken, there are bound
to be both positive and negative aspects. Agriculture is the backbone of our country, and the
industrial sector is another important pillar of economic development. At a time when several
industries are facing challenges, both the Central and State Governments are giving
considerable importance to industrial development through various schemes and initiatives.
As a result, many capable and successful entrepreneurs are emerging. Similarly, there are
several quarrying activities in Perambalur District that contribute to the local economy and
provide employment and livelihood opportunities to the people. These activities also
contribute to the development of various basic infrastructure and facilities in the surrounding
areas. The project proponents have assured that if any difficulties or adverse impacts arise
after the establishment of the quarry, appropriate corrective measures will be taken. They
have also assured that water will be regularly sprinkled at frequent intervals to control dust,
medical camps will be conducted, and necessary measures will be taken to protect the
environment and natural resources. These commitments are welcome. I have one request to
make to the project proponents. They have stated that direct employment will be provided to
25 local people. In addition to direct employment, I request all the quarry owners in this area
to come together and explore opportunities for establishing small and micro enterprises and
other allied activities so that additional employment opportunities can be created for the local
population. I also request the District Administration to take necessary steps to improve road
infrastructure and connectivity in this area and to ensure the availability of safe and purified
drinking water for the local residents. There are also many educated young people in this area
who are seeking suitable employment opportunities. On behalf of the local public, I request
the District Administration to consider establishing an industrial estate or industrial park in
this region, which would help create employment opportunities and promote the overall
economic development of the area. Subject to the implementation of the promised
environmental safeguards and the fulfilment of the reasonable needs and concerns of the local
people, I welcome the establishment of the proposed quarry on behalf of the public. Thank

you.



3. Thiru.P.Karuppusamy, Agricultural Division, Kavulpalayam:

Respected Pollution Control Board officers presiding over this meeting, the Personal
Assistant to the District Collector, social activists, and all the villagers present here, I extend
my respectful greetings and salutations to everyone. The details of the proposed project have
been explained to us. However, I would like to request the project proponents to provide
clarification and take action on a few important matters. First, school children travel to and
from school during the morning and evening hours. Therefore, the movement of quarry
trucks should be restricted during the school-going and school-returning hours to ensure the
safety of the children and avoid inconvenience to the public. Second, the basic facilities
required by the local people should be provided through the Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) funds of the company. The CSR funds should be utilized transparently and effectively
for the benefit of the local community. I also request the quarry owners to come together and
support the local farming community by providing or arranging agriculturalr machinery and
equipment. ‘In particular, tarpaulins may be provided to maize farmers to protect their
produce, and suitable agricultural spraying machines may also be provided for the benefit of
Jocal farmers. Most importantly, I request the project proponents to make a firm commitment
to providing purified drinking water to the people of the surrounding villages. If these
measures are implemented properly for the benefit of the local community, the people will
naturally come forward and extend their full cooperation to the project. With these requests, I

conclude my views. Thank you.

4, Tmt. Jebakani, Social Activist:

Respected Environmental Officer and District Administrative Officer who are
presiding over this Public Hearing, representatives of the company, fellow social activists,
members of the television and press media, and all the members of the public present here, I
extend my warm greetings and salutations to everyone. The members of the public here have
expressed that they do not know any other profession apart from quarry-related work and that
this ‘occupation is an important source of their livelihood. They have also stated that they
have been able to meet important family needs, including their children’s education and
marriage expenses, through this profession. Therefore, I would like to make a few requests to
the quarry management. The medical camps that are currently being conducted once every
six months may kindly be conducted once every three months, so that the health of the
workers and the local community can be monitored more frequently. Further, while the
government is taking steps to repair and maintain the roads surrounding the quarry, I request
the quarry owners to also contribute towards road repair and maintenance through their
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funds. 1 also request the quarry management to
identify the basic needs of the people living in the surrounding villages and provide
appropriate support to address those needs through CSR initiatives. In addition, priority may
kindly be given to providing employment opportunities to educated local youth. If the above
requests are considered and the necessary measures are implemented for the benefit of the
local people, T request the concerned authorities to consider issuing a No Objection
Certificate (NOC) for the proposed quarry, subject to compliance with all applicable rules
and environmental conditions. With these views and requests, I conclude my remarks. Thank

you.



5. Thiru. Raju, Kavulpalayam, Kaliamma Nagar

We have been engaged in stone-crushing activities for a long time, and we do not
know any other occupation apart from this work. Some farmers have expressed that they do
not want this quarry; however, we definitely need the quarry for our livelihood. The stones
obtained through quarrying have been used for various development activities, including the
construction of canals for agricultural lands and railway bridges. Therefore, we request that
we continue to be given an opportunity to engage in stone-crushing activities. If we do not
have this occupation, how can we improve our livelihood? We therefore request that this
quarry be permitted, as it is important for the future livelihood of our children. At the same
time, if any loss of life or damage occurs due to the falling of stones during blasting
operations in the houses located near the quarry, the government and the quarry owners
should take full responsibility and provide appropriate compensation. Further, dust generated
from the quarry settles in the drinking-water tank at Kaliamma Nagar. Therefore, I request
that a suitable cover be provided for the drinking-water tank to prevent dust contamination.

6. Thiru. Selvaraj, Neduvasal

Greetings to everyone present here. I am a farmer from Neduvasal Village: Stone-
crushing activities in this area are causing several problems. In particular, drinking-water
wells are being affected by pollution, and agricultural activities are becoming difficult.
Moreover, quarry trucks are travelling at high speeds while carrying heavy loads, causing
inconvenience and safety concerns to the public. Earlier, stones were broken manually using
hammers and chisels. However, blasting with explosives is now being carried out, and the
resulting vibrations are causing houses to shake. These activities are causing several
difficulties for the local people, including concerns regarding their health and well-being.
Therefore, I request the authorities not to permit the quarrying or auctioning of this hill. The
proposed quarry will definitely affect agriculture. If agriculture is affected, it will have a
serious impact on the livelihood of the people and the overall economy. Perambalur District
is already one of the drought-prone districts of Tamil Nadu. If the hills in this area are
extensively quarried, it may adversely affect the local environment and rainfall patterns.
Therefore, I conclude by stating that we do not want this quarry. Thank you.

7. Tmt.Poomathi, Kalpadi

There is already a quarry in our village, and its operation has not caused us any
significant inconvenience. A wall has been constructed around the quarry, and tin sheets have
also been installed over it. Water is regularly sprinkled to prevent dust from spreading onto
the roads. Because of these measures, the quarrying activity has not caused any significant
disturbance to us. Therefore, we support and welcome the establishment of this quarry.

8. Thiru. Ramajayam, Neduvasal

Greetings to everyone. I am Ramajayam from Neduvasal Village. Quarrying activities
in this area are seriously affecting agriculture in Neduvasal. The roads have developed
numerous potholes, and the Neduvasal road has been severely damaged by the movement of
quarry trucks. As a result, even the movement of cattle on the road has become difficult.
Therefore, first and foremost, I request the authorities not to permit quarrying of this hill.
Quarrying activities may affect groundwater and agriculture and may also have adverse
environmental impacts. During blasting operations, stones are falling onto agricultural lands,
making it difficult for farmers to cultivate their crops properly. Therefore, we strongly oppose
quarrying of this hill. If this quarry becomes operational, the livelihood of farmers in our
area, including mine, will be seriously affected. The hill at Eraiyur has already been
extensively quarried, and the area has been severely altered. Moreover, there is reportedly



[

insufficient water in the lakes and ponds in that area. Therefore, we strongly oppose the
establishment of this quarry as well. I categorically state that the hill should not be quarried.

Thank you. :

9. Thiru. Murugan, Driver, Neduvasal

I am working as a driver, and there are five members in my family. I have been
without employment for the past one month. Under these circumstances, it is difficult for me
to manage my family’s livelihood. There are approximately 200 drivers like me in
Kavulpalayam alone, and thousands of families depend on quarry-related employment and
transportation activities for their livelihood. If quarry-related employment is not available,
what will all of us do for our livelihood? Therefore, I request the authorities and the quarry
management to consider the livelihood of workers such as drivers and provide suitable
employment opportunities. With this request, I conclude my remarks. Thank you.

10. Thiru. Deepan, Neduvasal

At this stage, there is no point in discussing various other matters, as the government
tender for quarrying this hill was reportedly floated approximately one and a half years ago.

[At this point, Personal Assistant to the District Collector (General)/Deputy Collector
instructed the participant to express only his views and requested the women present to

remain silent.]

Therefore, I request the members of the public to focus on expressing their grievances and
seeking appropriate clarifications from the concerned authorities. Since the tender has already
been floated, we understand that it may not be possible to take any action against the project
during the next five years. In these circumstances, I request the quarry management to
provide employment opportunities to local youth like us and extend necessary benefits and
support to the people of our village. Some quarry owners are already providing support and
assistance to the local people. Similarly, I request all quarry owners to extend their
cooperation and support to the surrounding communities. Our objective should be to improve
and strengthen the livelihood opportunities of the people in our village. Thank you.

11. Thiru.Ramachandran

Good morning to everyone. My name is Ramachandran, and I am working as a
compressor operator. My family depends on my income, and my business is also dependent
on this quarry. This quarry is not merely a requirement for me; it is our livelihood. Through
this work, I provide employment to two people, and their families also depend on their
income. In addition, many other families, including drivers and stone-crushing workers,
depend on this quarry for their livelihood. Therefore, the authorities should consider the
circumstances and livelihood needs of all these families. My request is that Kavulpalayam
definitely needs this quarry. The crusher owners are also operating the quarry in accordance
with the conditions imposed on them. We do not have any other occupation apart from this
work. We have to repay the monthly instalments of the loans we have taken, provide
education for our children, and meet our day-to-day household expenses. In short, this
quarry-related work is our primary source of livelihood. Therefore, considering our
circumstances and livelihood needs, I request the authorities to permit us to continue

operating this quarry. Thank you.



12. Thiru.(Name Not Mentioned), Kalpadi

Good morning to everyone. I am speaking from Kalpadi, Perambalur District. We need
this quarry, and I do not deny that it is necessary for improving the livelihood of the local
people and contributing to the development of the area. At the same time, we must ensure
that road facilities and drinking-water facilities are not adversely affected by the quarrying
activities. Proper safety equipment should be provided to all workers employed at the quarry,
and adequate measures should be taken to ensure their safety and well-being. In addition,
more employment opportunities should be created for the local people. If members of the
public bring any grievances or complaints to the quarry management or the authorities, they
should be properly considered and addressed. The concerned authorities should regularly
monitor the quarry to ensure that it is being operated in accordance with the norms and
conditions prescribed by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. The quarry owners should
also ensure that the quantity of minerals extracted does not exceed the permitted limit and
that quarrying operations are carried out without causing inconvenience or hardship to the
public. The stones extracted from this quarry are used to produce M-Sand and P-Sand, which
are required for house construction and other building activities. These materials are also
used for road construction. If quarrying activities are stopped, meeting these requirements
would become difficult. Therefore, if we want to improve the livelihood of the local people
and support the development of the area, this quarry is necessary. Hence, on behalf of
Kalpadi Panchayat and the local people, I welcome the establishment of this quarry and
extend my support, subject to compliance with all applicable rules and environmental

conditions. Thank you.

13. Thiru. Selvaraj, Kavulpalayam

I have been working in the quarrying sector for the past 30 years. Thousands of
families like ours depend directly or indirectly on quarry-related activities for their
livelihood. If the quarry is not permitted to operate, our livelihood will be severely affected.
We will also face considerable difficulties in meeting our children’s educational expenses and
our day-to-day food and household requirements. The income from this occupation is
essential for our families to overcome poverty and maintain our livelihood. Therefore, 1
support the proposed quarry and request that it be permitted to operate so that our livelihood

can be protected. Thank you.
14. Thiru. Kalaivanan, Kalpadi

Good morning to everyone. I fully support the proposed quarry, as it will contribute to
the development of the construction industry and help meet the material requirements of the

public. Thank you.
15. Thiru. Papathi, Kaliamma Nagar, Kavulpalayam

My name is Papathi, and I am from Kaliamma Nagar, Kavulpalayam. I have a
compressor truck that is engaged in quarry-related activities. My children are studying, and
our family’s livelihood depends on this quarry. Since there has been no work in the quarry for
the past one month, I have been unable to pay my children’s school fees. I understand that
agriculture is also important and that farmers depend on agriculture for their livelihood.
Therefore, 1 request the quarry owners to provide whatever basic facilities and support are
reasonably required by the farmers and local people. At the same time, I request that our
livelihood and business should not be adversely affected. We need this quarry to continue
operating because our families depend on it, and we do not have any other occupation. We



know the difficulties and hardships we have faced during the past month without work.
Therefore, considering our livelihood needs and the family’s dependent on quarry-related
activities, I request that permission be granted for the quarry to operate. Thank you.

Personal Assistant to the District Collector (General)/Deputy Collector, Those who are
expressing their views are requested to state only their own opinions and not impose their
views on others. Those who come forward to speak are requested to clearly state their name -
and the village or locality from which they come. Those who state that agriculture is being
affected by the quarrying activities are also requested to provide specific details, such as the
extent of agricultural land being cultivated, the survey/field number, and the approximate
distance between their agricultural land and the quarry. All the statements, views, and details
provided by the participants during this Public Hearing are being duly recorded.

16. Thiru. Siva, Neduvasal

Greetings to everyone. Greetings to all the officials present here. Please follow all the
rules and regulations prescribed by the Government. Kindly provide the facilities and
assistance required by the local residents. I request you to conduct a medical camp once a
year for the benefit of the people. Please ensure that the local residents do not face any
inconvenience or disturbance due to the project. I also request you to provide purified
drinking-water facilities in the village. Thank you.

17. Thiru. Vincent, Kalpadi

My native place is Ramanathapuram, and I am currently residing in Kalpadi on rent. I
have come here and settled with my family because of the employment opportunities
provided by this quarry. I am educating my children with the income I earn from this work. If
the quarry is closed, I will face considerable hardship. I came here from my native place
relying on this livelihood. Therefore, we definitely need this quarry. Thank you.

18. Thiru. Sakthivel, Kavulpalayam

I have been working in Kavulpalayam for the past 20 years and am working as ‘a
compressor-truck driver. Without this work, I have no source of livelihood. It is through this
occupation that I have been able to educate my child as an engineer. Therefore, I definitely

need this quarry for my livelihood.

The Personal Assistant (General) to the District Collector / Deputy Collector, requested
the public to maintain silence so that everyone could clearly hear the participant who was

speaking.
19. Thiru. Rajendran, Kaliamma Nagar

Most of the people living in Kaliamma Nagar are engaged in stone-crushing work.
We need this quarry. We have been carrying out stone-crushing activities using explosives
for the past 25 years. At that time, the public did not raise any objections. Only now are so
many grievances being raised. Water is being regularly sprinkled on the roads to control dust.
I have been living here for the past 40 years, and water has been sprinkled regularly for the
past 25 years. If the farmers have any grievances, I request the quarry management to address
and resolve them. Many families in this area depend on this quarry for their livelihood. We
do not have any other source of livelihood apart from this work. Therefore, we definitely

need this quarry. Thank you.



20. Thiru. Vimal, Neduvasal

The quarry is not only important for our individual development but also contributes
to the development of our district. Without quarrying activities, it would be difficult to carry
out construction activities. If our town is to develop and if we are to progress economically,
we need quarrying activities. Only when the industrial sector develops will educated youth
have better employment opportunities. If the quarry is operated without affecting agricultural
activities or causing inconvenience to the public, there should be no problem. Thank you.

21. Thiru. Pachaimuthu

Greetings to everyone présent here. Since 1970, we have been dependent on this
quarry for our livelihood. Even today, we need this quarry. This quarry is the basis of our
livelihood and supports our families. Therefore, we need this quarry. Thank you.

22. Tmt, Selvamani

Greetings to everyone. I extend my greetings to the officials present here and to all
members of the public. My name is Selvamani, and my husband’s name is Soundararajan.
We own vehicles that are engaged in quarry-related activities. We definitely need this quarry.
Since we own vehicles, around ten drivers are employed by us, and their families depend on
their income. Therefore, this quarry is essential for many people. Only if the quarry continues
to operate can their livelihood and economic condition improve. If the quarry is closed, many
people may be forced to migrate to other places in search of employment, which would cause
considerable hardship to them and their families. Therefore, I kindly request that this quarry
be permitted to operate, considering the livelihood of the people dependent on it. Thank you.

23. Thiru. Havarasan, Ariyalur

After listening to the views expressed by the members of the public who spoke
earlier, I would like to express my support for this quarry, subject to the necessary safeguards
and conditions. Our Environment Minister, Thiru. T. K. Prabhu, and our Chief Minister have
imposed a three-month restriction on the transportation of minerals from Tamil Nadu to other
States. I request that such restrictions be continued throughout the year. Since this quarry is
located in this district, the minerals extracted here should primarily be used within Tamil
Nadu and should not be transported to other States. If this condition is ensured, I will
continue to support the quarry. Agriculture accounts for approximately 67% of the activities
in this area. Therefore, the safety and interests of farmers should also be carefully monitored.
There are maize-growing areas and rain-fed agricultural lands in this region. Therefore,
adequate measures should be taken to prevent dust from spreading. Water sprinklers should
be installed and water should be regularly sprayed, preferably at intervals of around 15
minutes, wherever necessary. Blasting operations should be carried out with minimum noise
and using appropriate explosives in accordance with the prescribed safety and environmental
standards. The hydrogeological report should be prepared and submitted at the earliest. It has
been stated that quarrying will be carried out to a depth ranging from approximately 36 to 56
metres. Therefore, appropriate measures should be taken to ensure that the agricultural wells
and borewells in the surrounding areas are not adversely affected. A Headmaster of a local
‘school has also submitted a request. The request should be considered and addressed through
CSR funds before the quarry is commenced, wherever feasible. As per the information
available for 2025, approximately 22.67 crore is available under the District Mineral
Foundation (DMF) funds in Perambalur District in relation to major and minor minerals. The
roposed quarrying area around Kalpadi covers approximately 13 hectares, or nearly 32 acres.



Therefore, while considering the project, the authorities should take into account the concerns
of the local people, their livelihoods, the grievances of farmers, the impact on hills and
natural resources, and the possibility of road accidents, and take all appropriate measures to
address these concerns. I have not previously supported any mining project. As per the EIA
Notification, 2006, I understand that the Public Hearing Meeting should be conducted by the
District Collector or an officer of equivalent rank as prescribed under the relevant provisions.
If the District Collector had personally attended this meeting, the grievances of the public
could have been directly assessed. As an environmental activist associated with Green
Resources, I request that the project proponents properly implement their CSR activities and
DMF-related commitments. They should also undertake the proposed tree plantation
activities as stated by them. The project proponents should obtain suggestions and
requirements from the volunteers and social activists in this area and incorporate appropriate
measures into the project implementation. Considering all these aspects and subject to the
implementation of the necessary safeguards, I express my support for this quarry. Thank you.

24. Tmt. Mallika, Neduvasal

Greetings to everyone who has attended this meeting. I am from Neduvasal Village
and have been working at Rajashree Crusher for the past three years. We have not faced any
significant problems there. A medical camp is conducted once every six months, and we have
not experienced any major issues. Therefore, we definitely need this quarry. Thank you.

25. Thiru. Sakthivel, Neduvasal

We are working in this quarry. I have been engaged in this occupation since
childhood, from the age of 13. We have been doing this work since my father’s time. Our
livelihood depends on this quarry. Therefore, we definitely need this quarry. Thank you.

26. Tmt. (Name Not Mentioned)

We know only stone-crushing work, and we do not know any other occupation. If we
do not have stone-crushing work, how will the thousands of people living here survive and
earn their livelihood? We do not have much education, and our children also have limited
educational opportunities. At least, we want to provide our grandchildren with a good
education and help them improve their future. If this quatry is not available, how can we
improve their lives? I am 70 years old, and apart from stone-crushing work, I do not know
any other occupation. Therefore, we definitely need this quarry. Thank you.

27. Thiru. Shankar, Neduvasal

The quarry trucks are causing severe damage to the roads. The roads have become
-badly damaged and uneven due to the movement of heavy vehicles. The roads in Neduvasal
Village have been severely affected. When water is stored, dust and dirt settle in it. Our
houses are also becoming covered with dust and dirt. I request the drivers to operate the
vehicles at a controlled speed. The potholes in the roads should be properly filled and
repaired. We also request that the concerns of the local people be addressed properly. Thank

you.
28. Thiru. Sakthivel, Kaliamma Nagar

The quarry management has assured us that all necessary measures will be taken so
that the farmers in this area are not adversely affected. Many of the people who own vehicles
are facing difficulties in paying their monthly loan instalments. Therefore, considering our
livelihood needs, we definitely need this quarry. Thank you.



29. Thiru. (Name Not Mentioned), Kalpadi

Greetings to everyone. I have come from Kalpadi Village. Rajashree Crusher has
already been established in Kalpadi Village. Since the establishment of the crusher, there has
been considerable dust pollution. Vegetables such as brinjal, as well as sugarcane crops, are
covered with dust and appear white. This is a serious pollution problem, and agriculture is
being significantly affected. I have submitted petitions to the District Collector on three
occasions requesting that Rajashree Crusher be closed. At present, construction work is also
being carried out for establishing another new crusher. We have been submitting petitions
regarding this as well. We do not want the existing quarries in Kalpadi, and we also do not
want any new quarries to be established. If another quarry is opened, we will be forced to
undertake protests. Earlier, we used to obtain drinking water through a channel carrying
water from the lake. However, the water has now become severely polluted due to the
dumping of medical waste, poultry waste, and other waste materials, making it unfit for use. I
request the authorities to clean and restore this water channel so that it can be used safely. I
also do not consider this to be an appropriate location for conducting this Public Hearing. The
meeting should have been conducted in Kalpadi, Neduvasal, or Eraiyur Samuthiram, where
the people are directly affected by the project. Most of the people in those villages are
farmers, but all the farmers have not been able to attend this meeting. Only people who
support the quarry appear to have attended in large numbers. The majority of the local
residents are not attending in support of the quarry, and people from outside are allegedly
being brought to the meeting. Blasting is reportedly being carried out at around 6:00 p.m.,
resulting in considerable smoke and dust. It is alleged that, due to exposure to this pollution,
13 people in this area have developed kidney-related problems. Furthermore, the quarry has
been excavated to a considerable depth. As a result, adequate water is reportedly not available
in the agricultural wells. The difficulties faced by the local people due to this quarry are
considerable. Therefore, we definitely do not want this quarry. Thank you.

30. Thiru. Saravanan, Kalpadi

We do not want the quarry. Farmers can survive only if they are able to cultivate
crops and produce food. Hills support vegetation, and vegetation contributes to rainfall and
the overall livelihood of the people. If there is no rainfall, there will be serious difficulties for
everyone. You can see how high the temperature is in this area. When the weather is hot,
people look for shade under trees; they do not seek shade under a hill that has been quarried.
Therefore, we do not need any quarry in Perambalur or Kalpadi. People should think
carefully and act responsibly. Agriculture is important, and water is essential. This is the
agricultural cultivation season, and the actions we take today will affect future generations.
Therefore, we do not want this quarry. Thank you.

31. Thiru. Chandrakumar, Kalpadi

A crusher has recently been established in Kalpadi Village. When Mirunalini was the
District Collector, ten of us submitted a petition regarding this mattér. Drinking water is
supplied to both Neduvasal and Kalpadi villages. Doctors have reportedly stated that the
quality of the drinking water may be associated with kidney-related health problems. We
submitted a petition requesting that the crusher should not be established near the existing
borewell. However, the following week, an approval letter for establishing the quarry was
issued. How was this possible? Quarry trucks are reportedly transporting loads exceeding 30
tonnes. They do not always keep to the side of the road. During the night, they travel with
high-beam headlights. Gravel and sand are also falling onto the roads. The trucks are not
properly covered with tarpaulins while transporting the materials. When we approach the



authorities and raise these concerns, we are reportedly told that the quarry provides donations
to the public and that we should therefore not raise such issues. We are not asking for such
financial assistance. Our first priority is drinking water. There is not sufficient drinking water
even for goats and cattle. Therefore, we do not want this quarry. Thank you.

32. Thiru. Ramachandran

I spoke a short while ago. It was stated that the gravel transported by vehicles is not
properly covered. However, as drivers, we do not operate our vehicles in that manner. Such
vehicles do not operate from the quarries in the manner described. We transport only the
quantity permitted under the applicable rules and regulations. No wastewater or other waste is
being discharged into the water bodies by us. Therefore, we definitely need this quarry.

Thank you.

The Personal Assistant (General) to the District Collector / Deputy Collector, you are
requested to express only your own views. Please do not make counter-statements against the
views expressed by others. You may state whether you support or oppose the quarry.
Everyone has the freedom to express their own views. Therefore, please express only your
own opinions and allow others to express theirs.

33. Tmt. Maheswari, Kavulpalayam

Approximately 2,000 families are living in Kavulpalayam. These families have been
engaged in stone-crushing work for the past 35 to 40 years. For the past two to three months,
there has been no work, and the people are facing considerable hardship. Many young people
who were previously employed and educated are now without work, Therefore, we definitely
need this quarry. The quarry owners are sprinkling water three times a day and are providing
various forms of assistance to the local people. Therefore, we need this quarry. Thank you.

34. Thiru. Loganathan

One person stated that the dust from the quarry is causing kidney-related health
problems. I do not believe that this is true. The quarry is the source of employment for the
people in this area. The entire local population depends on quarry-related activities for their
livelihood. The quarry is essential for earning our daily food and educating our children. Due
to the lack of employment, many people are being forced to look for work outside the area.
Therefore, the quarry is definitely necessary. Without the quarry, it would be very difficult
for us to earn our livelihood here. We definitely need this quarry. Thank you.

Personal Assistant to the District Collector (General)/Deputy Collector , if any member
of the public has a written petition or representation, it may be submitted to me. Women who
wish to express their views may also come forward and speak.

35. Tmt. Meena, Kavulpalayam

Our livelihood depends on the hill and quarry-related activities. Due to the loss of
employment, we are facing difficulties in paying our monthly loan instalments and meeting
other household expenses. Therefore, we definitely need this quarry. Thank you.



36. Tmt. Amsavalli

We need this quarry. If this source of livelihood is not available, where can the people
of our community go to earn a living? We know only this occupation. Our children are facing
difficulties even in meeting their basic food requirements. Therefore, we definitely need this

quarry. Thank you.
37. Thiru. (Name Not Mentioned)

The people of this area are saying that they need to break stones for their livelihood.
But can we survive by eating stones? Even if a country becomes a major world power, it can
survive only if agriculture is protected and food is produced. We are unable to move our
cattle safely along the roads. Quarry trucks are carrying excessive loads and travelling at high
speed. When we raise objections, we are allegedly silenced through improper means.
Agriculture is being severely affected. Therefore, we strongly oppose the quarry. Thank you.

38. Tmt. Asha
We definitely need this quarry. Thank you.
39. Tmt. Chandra, M.B.C. Colony, Kavulpalayam

Approximately 600 children from our area are studying in schools. The Government
has closed liquor shops in many places as part of its efforts to protect the welfare of the
public. However, liquor shops are still operating in our area. Many schoolchildren are living
and studying in this locality. Therefore, I request the authorities to close the liquor shop in
our area for the benefit and welfare of everyone. I wish for the well-being of all the people.
At the same time, we definitely need this quarry for our livelihood. Thank you.

40. Tmt. Lakshmi

We definitely need this quarry because our livelihood depends on it. We are facing
financial difficulties to such an extent that we do not even have sufficient money to buy milk
for our grandchildren. Therefore, we need a stable source of livelihood. When my son goes
outside the area for employment, he returns home very late at night, which causes
considerable concern and difficulty for our family. Therefore, we definitely need this quarry.

Thank you.
41. Tmt. Lakshmi, Kavulpalayam

My son works as a driver, and he has been at home without work for the past two
months. Therefore, we definitely need this quarry. Thank you.

42. Tmt. (Name Not Mentioned)

We definitely need this quarry. My husband supports our family by working in stone-
crushing activities. Therefore, we definitely need the quarry for our livelihood. Thank you.

43. Thiru. Padmanathan, Driver, Ladapuram

My vehicle has not been operating for the past ten days, and we are facing difficulties
even in meeting our basic food requirements. Therefore, I definitely need this quarry to
continue operating so that I can earn my livelihood. Thank you.



44. Tmt. (Name Not Mentioned)

Drinking-water wells are located near the hills. When blasting is carried out in the
hills, dust and other contaminants from the blasting activities are entering the wells. How can
we safely use this water for drinking? We are also unable to travel safely on the roads
because a large number of quarry trucks are operating in the area. The roads have become
severely damaged, with numerous potholes and uneven surfaces. Quarry vehicles should not
operate during the night, as the noise is disturbing our sleep. How can the people of
Neduvasal live peacefully under these circumstances? I request that quarry trucks should not
be operated between 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. Thank you.

45. Tmt. (Name Not Mentioned), West Hill, Kavulpalayam

My husband is not educated. If we are to earn enough for our daily food and basic
needs, we need this quarry. Thank you. '

46. Tmt. Name Not Mentioned

The quarry is not the reason for kidney-related health problems among the people.
According to my view, the liquor shops in the area are responsible for such problems.
herefore, I request that the liquor shops be closed. There is no need to close the quarry. Our

livelihood depends entirely on this quarry. Thank you.
47. Thiru. llangovan, Kalpadi

I need this quarry because it plays an important role in supporting my family’s
income. Therefore, I request that the quarry be reopened and permitted to operate. Thank you.

48. Tmt. Name Not Mentioned, Kaliamma Nagar, Kavulpalayam

Greetings to everyone. We definitely need this quarry. Without the quarry, it would be
very difficult for us to earn our livelihood. Therefore, this quarry is essential for us. Thank

you.
49. Tmt. Name Not Mentioned, Kaliamma Nagar, Kavulpalayam

Good morming to everyone. I am a resident of Kavulpalayam, Kaliamma Nagar. I
extend my greetings to all the government officials and members of the public. For the past
40 years, since my father’s time, our family has depended on this quarry for our livelihood.
My younger brother owns 10 vehicles, and approximately 25 families depend on the income
generated through those vehicles. The quarry has been non-operational for the past month,
and we are facing difficulties even in meeting our daily food expenses. We are also unable to
pay our monthly loan instalments. Many workers have come here from Odisha, and they are
also facing considerable hardship. If you have concerns regarding agriculture, please raise
your requirements with the quarry owners, and they will take appropriate steps to address
them. If the quarry is not permitted, where will we go for our livelihood? Therefore, we

definitely need this quarry. Thank you.
50. Thiru. Selladurai, Kavulpalayam, Kaliamma Nagar

Everyone has stated that they need the quarry. The quarry has been operating in this
area for the past 30 to 40 years, and the activities are being carried out in accordance with the
applicable rules and regulations. If you have any grievances, please bring them to the
attention of the District Collector and the concerned authorities. I own four vehicles, and ten
people depend on me for their employment. If each vehicle owner provides employment to



several people, hundreds of families in the area ultimately depend on quarry-related activities.
Although some people may be affected by quarrying activities, many others also depend on
the quarry as their primary source of livelihood. Therefore, I request that priority be given to
protecting our livelihood while establishing and operating this quarry. My children are
studying in school. If the quarry is closed, how will we continue to support their education?
We cannot keep moving from one place to another in search of employment. Our livelihood
and our children’s education will be severely affected. Therefore, we definitely need this
quarry. If you have any grievances, please communicate them directly to the concerned
authorities and seek appropriate remedial measures. However, I request that our livelihood
should also be taken into consideration. Thank you.

51. Tmt. Ranjitha, Kavulpalayam

Agriculture is important to farmers. For those engaged in stone-crushing activities, the
hill and quarry are important for their livelihood. We can earn our livelihood only through
stone-crushing work. Therefore, we definitely need this quarry. Thank you.

52. Thiru. Pandian, Kavulpalayam

The quarry provides employment opportunities to educated youth as well as workers.
Since many people in Kavulpalayam live in the hill area, they have limited opportunities for
agricultural activities, and stone-crushing is the occupation they know. Therefore, this quarry
is definitely necessary for the people of Kavulpalayam. Thank you.

53. Thiru. llaiyaraja

We definitely need this quarry. If the production of construction materials increases,
the cost of construction materials can be reduced. There is a significant demand for
construction materials. Therefore, we definitely need this quarry. Thank you.

The District Environmental Engineer, thanked all the members of the public for
maintaining discipline and patiently expressing their views during the Public Hearing. The
Public Hearing was thereafter concluded.

Enclosures :

kl. Copy of attendance register of Public hearing (40 pages - 468 members)
2. Project summary Presentation

3. Copy of petitions received during Public hearing- 73 Nos.

4. Video recording of public hearing CD

District Envnrom?len al Engineer, Personal Assistant to Collector
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, (General)/Deputy Collector,

Perambalur Perambalur
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