MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING FOR OBTAINING
EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (SEIAA) - TAMIL NADU FOR THE PROPOSED
ROUGH STONE QUARRY OF M/s. A. KALPANA OVER AN EXTENT OF
1.00.0 HECTARE LOCATED IN S.F.NO. 135 (PART-4) OF IYANGUNAM
VILLAGE, KILPENNATHUR TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT,
CONDUCTED ON 22.05.2025 AT 11.00 AM IN M/s. KASTHURI AZHWAR
THIRUMANA MANDABAM, SOMASIPADI, KILPENNATHUR TALUK,
TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:

1. | Thiru. S. RajaKumar Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tiruvannamalai.

2. | Tmt. T. Kalaiselvi ‘ District Environmental Engineer,
' ‘| Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai

3. | Selvi. R. Vijayashree Assistant Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

4. | Thiru. V. Kathirvelan Assistant Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai.

5. | Thiru. Venugopal Deputy Tahsildar,
Kilpennathur,
Tiruvannamalai.

6. | Thiru. Govindhan Revenue Inspector,
Kilpennathur,
Tiruvannamalai.

7. | Thiru. Arulmurugan Assistant Geologist,
Geology and Mining,
Tiruvannamalai.

8. | Thiru. Kannan Village Administrative Officer,
Kanalapadi.

9. | Public and NGOs 41 persons (list enclosed).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
has welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruvannamalai who presided
the public Hearing meeting, the Government officials, the public & the NGOs
and explained the need of the Public Hearing for obtaining Environmental

Clearance for the proposed Rough stone quarry as follows.




“The public hearing meeting is being conducted for the proposed
project of M/s. A. Kalpana Rough stone Quarry over an extent of 1.00.0
hectare in Iyangunam Village, Kilpennathur Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District
for obtaining prior Environmental Clearance from the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) as per the Environmental Impact

Assessment Notification 2006.”

As per EIA Notification 2006, the mining projects (Individual or
Cluster) having extent above 5 hectare requires prior Environmental
Clearance from the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority. This
public hearing meeting will be recorded and submitted in the form of audio
and video to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority.
Accordingly, the public notice for this public hearing was published in
dailies of “The New Indian Express” (English) & “Daily Thanthi” (Tamil) on
16.04.2025 with the approval of the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai for
the proposed Rough stone quarry of M/s. A. Kalpana which is to be
conducted at M/s. Kasthuri Azhwar Thirumana Mandabam on 22.05.2025
@ 11.00 AM.

The District Environmental Engineer further stated that the project
proponent will explain the proposed quarry project and its Environmental
Impact Assessment Study report details through power point presentation.
Following the presentation, the general public and NGOs can express their
views, suggestions and comments on the said project one by one either in
oral or in written format during when; the public should tell their name and
their village name. The opinions & suggestions of the public &
environmentalists will be recorded and submitted to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority. Thereafter, the authority will consider the
issue of Environmental Clearance to this proposed quarry. The Revenue
Divisional Officer, Tiruvannamalai will inaugurate the public hearing
meeting thereafter the project proponent will explain the Environmental

Impact Assessment Study report.”



The Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruvannamalai requested the project
proponent to explain about the proposed rough stone quarry and the
Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by them to the public in
detail and general public to mention their name and their village name while

express their views, suggestions and comments on the said project.

On behalf of the project proponent, Tmt. K. Abirami, Coordinator,
M/s. Global Mining Solutions, Salem (Consultant for the proposed rough
stone quarry of M/s. A. Kalpana) explained the details of the project and the
Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by them through power

point presentation.

Subsequently, the Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruvannamalai
requested the public to express their views/suggestions/comments in oral

or written statement one by one.

The following are the views/suggestions/comments represented by the

public.

1. Thiru. Andrews, Iyangunam Village (Farmer's Association President)

He stated that, "This quarry has provided a significant employment
opportunity to our village people and the panchayat receives necessary
financial assistance. The quarry is useful in constructing cement roads and
canals. Similarly, the quarry's proximity is being beneficial for the villagers
and receives Rs.5 lakhs for the educational development of Iyangunam
village children. This has generated good income for the villager people also"

and concluded his speech by expressing his support for the proposed

quarry.

2. Mrs. L. Velankanni Lawrence, Somasipadi Village.

She stated that, "Greetings to all the officials and the public present
over here. I was born in lyangunam village. Our lyangunam panchayat
receives all revenue through the Kalpana Quarry. The quarry provides
essential materials like M-sand, Blue metal jelly for the construction of
houses and all kinds of building. Upon a small request, the quarry readily

supplies even half a wunit of M-sand for house construction.
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"Finally, she thanked and concluded by supporting the quarry's presence.
3. Thiru. Paulraj, Somasipadi Village.

He addressed the Revenue Divisional Officer and District
Environmental Engineer and stated that, "To my knowledge, the Kalpana
Quarry has been providing educational support to our village children for
the past 7-8 years. They promptly provide materials like jeily and sand for
building construction, including tuition platforms for students. By operating
the quarry, the village students get educational support continuously.”" He
expressed heartfelt appreciation on the arrival of the quarry and concluded

by concluded by supporting the proposed quarry.

4. Thiru. Sathish, Vatraputhur Village

He stated that, "Greetings to all. The quarry has brought significant
development and benefits to our village. They are extending their aid for
temple festivals, educational initiatives, and house construction and
transportation at low costs.” He wished the project proponent and concluded

by expressing support for the quarry's presence.

5. Thiru. Amalanathan, Kovilmedu,

He said that, "The Kalpana Quarry provides employment opportunities
to local people. The owner of M/s. Kalpana Blue Metals offers his support to
various events, including sports competitions and other functions in the
surrounding villages of Iyngunam, Kalnapadi, Somasipadi, Kalambai. They
generously provide materials like blue metal jelly and sand for temple
festivals, Kumbabishekam ceremonies, and other community activities. The
quarry also supports educational initiatives. The quarry brings immense
benefits to the local community." Finally she thanked and concluded by

supporting the quarry's presence.

6. Thiru.R. Sivakumar, Arignar Anna Vivasaya Sangam, Somasipadi

Village,

He greeted the gathering, including the Revenue Divisional Officer of
Tiruvannamalai, District Environmental Engineer, revenue officials from

Kilpennathur, farmers, social activists, members of farmers' associations,
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and the general public present over there. He stated that, “Even though
environmental laws are laid down and river sand is exploited, it is necessary
to improve the economy. Because, the stones are broken in mountain
quarries and has been distributed to our people without causing any harm
to anyone. Iyangunam village is close to our panchayat and it creates
employment for many people where all the material is carried over to. The
economy of many people has been enhanced for those who break the stone,
those who load the stone into carts, and those who do business with it and
environmental activists should plant trees nearer to the quarry. Because it
is not going to end within 10 years or 15 years. Since this is a material that
needs to be extracted over time, it is important to know which trees will not
affect the surrounding by it and plant those trees nearby to avoid

environmental pollution.”

He also said that, “Being from Kanalapadi village, Thiru. Adhimoolam
has contributed his support as monthly salaries to many families and
enabling numerous students to progress to higher levels since the
educational institutions have been upgraded by him. The prbponent's
philanthropic efforts have also improved the lives of marginalized
communities, such as Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes.” He
concluded his speech by expressing his support for the establishment of

the quarry.

(At this juncture, the Revenue Divisional Officer emphasised the
public to express their views in a clear and concise manner so as to give

opportunity for everyone to express their views.)

7. Thiru. Sangeetha Murugan, Iyangunam Village (Former Panchayat

Council Chairman).

He stated that, "Greetings to all. Our opinion on this stone quarry
meeting is that [ have personally donated Rs. 20 lakhs for four schools
(primary school to the high school level) through Thiru. Adhimoolam
wherein the children of those schools were benefitted. I have also facilitated

the construction of a panchayat tar road and a side canal with Rs.50 lakhs
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from the quarry funds of this proposed quarry. Personally, we belong to the
Aadi Dravidar community and there is no temple in our village. Thiru.
Adhimoolam himself has built the temple for our community. Moreover, he
has adopted six children and providing education to them." And he

concluded by expressing support for the proposed quarry’s establishment.

8. Thiru. Ramesh, Somasipadi Village.

He stated that, "Not just our village, but farmers from within 10 km
radius have also received benefits. The quarry's presence has improved road
accessibility for tractors and other vehicles. The owner provides materials at
affordable prices and offers educational assistance when requested. This
quarry has been beneficial to farmers and the general public. He also plants
saplings whenever requested.” Finally he concluded by expressing support

for the quarry's establishment.

9. Thiru. Nagaraj, Vatraputhur Village,

‘He said, "I'm not against the quarry. During the project presentation,
if the explanation is given in detail, everyone will understand what's
happening around. Two quarries and Kesar tar plant are being operated
there, but no committee has conducted an inspection to assess the impact
of the tar plant on people. The quarry is carrying out blasting in the evening
time and causing environmental pollution. The extent of pollution can only
be understood if people visit the site. Quarries are essential for construction,
but certain rules and regulations must be followed. Somebody says there's
no noise, but noise is inevitable during blasting, especially at night and it is
noticeable near the church. Everyone knows that it is impossible to blast

without noise.

(At this juncture, a person in the gathering raised his voice in
opposition to Thiru. Nagaraj’s speech) and Thiru. Nagaraj continued as,
"Don’t get angry. I'm trying to make everyone understand the situation

here." And he concluded.

(The District Environmental Engineer requested the audience to

remain silent while one person is speaking.).
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10. Thiru. Suresh, Iyangunam Village.

He said, "The owner of Kalpana Blue Metals has done many good
deeds for our village. Over S00 trees have been planted around the hill,
which has improved the environment. Various tree species, including Pungai
and Puliyamarams (Indian beech and tamarind trees), have been planted."

He concluded by expressing support for the quarry establishment.

11.Thiru. Kumaravel, Iyangunam Village.

He said, "As someone mentioned earlier, blasting does cause noise
and dust and the blasting is carried out typically between 4-6 pm in the
evening. The crusher urﬁt also generates dust pollution. However, the trees
in the surrounding area mitigate the impact, and no one is significantly
affected. Whether it is the construction works or the general public works of
the village, everything is getting along well. Therefore, there is no objection
‘to setting up a quarry or crusher.” He concluded by expressing support for

the quarry's presence.

The following 9 nos. of the public have expressed their opinion in
writing on the proposal of this Rough stone quarry. All the 9 nos. have

expressed their support to the operation of this quarry.

S.No Name& Place Comment
1. Tmt. P. Kalamma, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry.
2. Tmt. V.Narayanamma, Expressed support in favour of
Hyderabad. the proposed quarry
3. Thiru. S. Inbasekaran, Expressed support in favour of
Ranipet. the proposed quarry
4. Thiru. K. Govardhan, Expressed support in favour of
Hyderabad. the proposed quarry
5. Thiru. K. Shankar, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry
6. Thiru. P. Sydaiah, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana.. the proposed quarry
7. Tmt. K. Vinoda, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry
8. Thiru. U. Ramachandra, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry




9. Thiru. A. Subramanyam, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry

As there were no views/comments raised further, District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai, with the approval of Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tiruvannamalai, has announced that the meeting came to an end with the

vote of thanks.

Enclosures:

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper
Tamil & English dated 16.04.2025 for notifying the public hearing
meeting)

2. The certificate issued by the Village Administrative Office for the Audio
announcement and issue of notices.

3. Attendance sheet at the public hearing (0Spages/4 1persons).

4. Audio & Video (DVD — Disc 1) of the public hearing proceedings.

S. Photographs of the public hearing/Summary in English & Tamil,
submitted by the Project Proponent.

6. EIA Report & Executive summary (Tamil & English).

7. Petitions received through Public Hearing Meeting — 9 nos.

~

District Environmental Engineer, Reven ivisij Officer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai.
Tiruvannamalai.
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