Min of lic Hearing Meeting Conduc on 11.02.202 11.
AM in muthayakoodam., Melur Village, Sathi lam P Kulathur

Taluk, Pudukkottai District for M/s. R. Jaffer Ali Rough Stone Quarry with

an_extent of 1.47.5 Ha at S.F.No. 216/1. Melur Village, Kulathur Taluk,
Pudukkottai District.

Name of m Project:

M/s. R. Jaffer Ali Rough Stone Quarry with an extent of 1.47.5 Ha at
S.F.No. 216/1 of Melur Village, Kulathur Taluk, Pudukkottai District.

List of Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. P. Gokul Singh,
Revenue Divisional Officer,

Hluppur.

2. Er. S. Sivaranjani, M.E.,,
District Environmental Engineer (a/c),
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

3. Thiru. A. Sonaikaruppaiah,
Tahsildar,
Kulathur.

4. Thiru. V.Kannan,
Revenue Inspector,
Narthamalai.

5. Thiru. S. Murugan,
Village Administrative Officer,
Sathiyamangalam,
Pudukkottai.



6. Thiru. P.Mathiyazhagan,
Sub Inspector,
Vellanur Police Station,
Pudukkottai.

7. Thiru. M. Venkada Subramanian,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

8. Thiru. D. Arunkumar
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

List of Participants related to the project:
1. Thiru. Sheik Navas,

Manager (Technical),

Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions,
Salem

In the public hearing, 70 persons were participated, including Government Officers,
Project proponents and the general public. (Enclosed video Annexure-A).

Welcome note given by District Environmental Engineer:
The District Environmental Engineer (DEE), Tamil Nadu, Pollution Control

Board, Pudukkottai District welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur who
presided over the function. She welcomed the Tahsildar, Kulathur, other revenue
| officials and other Government officials. DEE also welcomed the Proprietor of
M/s. R. Jaffer Ali Rough Stone Quarry, Project Proponent, Press, NGOs and

general public attending the Public Hearing meeting.



DEE also informed that as per Ministry of Environment & Forest, New
Delhi vide EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, certain type of projects, public
opinion has to be obtained before the issue of Environment Clearance, also added
that the public notice informing the conduct of public hearing was published in The
Dinamalar & The New Indian Express on 30.12.2025. This public hearing was
conducted for M/s. R. Jaffer Ali Rough Stone Quarry with an extent of 1.47.5 Ha at
S.F.No. 216/1 of Melur Village, Kulathur Taluk, Pudukkottai District to obtai‘n the

views of public.

DEE also informed that the views of public would be recorded and it would
be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai

after getting approval from the District Collector, Pudukkottai.

DEE informed that M/s. R. Jaffer Ali Rough Stone Quarry project
proponent would explain about the project after that the public could give their

opinion either verbally or in writing about the project.

Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO), llluppur:
RDO welcomed the gathering and informed that the Project Proponent

would explain about their proposed project and Environmental Impact Assessment

study carried out through a Power Point Presentation.

Power Point Presentation by the Project Proponent:

Thiru. Sheik Navas, Manager (Technical), Geo Exploration and Mining
Solutions, Salem of M/s. R. Jaffer Ali Rough Stone Quarry, explained about the
details of the project, Environmental Impact Assessment report and Environmental
Management Plan through a Power Point Presentation. (Copy of the detail is

enclosed in Annexure -B).

District Environmental Engineer: ,

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public to register their
views on this project either verbally or in writing by registering their name and

village details.

Followed by this, Public Hearing process started.



1. Thiru. Pandian, Melur

He introduced himself as Pandian from Melur. On behalf of Melur village, he
welcomed the lluppur Tahsildar, the Environmental Engineer, and the Revenue
Department officials who have come to attend the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board public hearing meeting. He stated that they have no objection to break stones
in the stone quarry in S.F.N0.216/2 belonging to Jaffer Ali. He added that, good
revenue comes to this village and good schemes will be implemented for the people
of this village by the stone quarry. He requested to grant permission for this quarry

without any objection and registered his opinion for the project.

2. Tmt. Suganya, Melur

She introduced herself as Suganya, Melur. She informed that the people of
Melur are able to improve their livelihoods and getting benefit from the stone quarry

operated by Mr. Jaffer Ali and registered her support opinion for the project.

3. Thiru. Ganesan, Melur

He introduced himself as Ganesan from Melur. He stated that through the
revenue earned from this stone quarry, certain schemes and good initiatives are
being carried out in this panchayat. He added that they have no objection and he

recorded his statement of support for the project.

4. Tmt. Jebakani, Social activist

She welcomed respected Environmental Engineer, Tahsildar, fellow social
activists like her, and also the women and elders belonging to the panchayats in this
area and stated that she would like to present her views for the project. The stone
quarry is creating an excellent livelihood opportunity for the people in the
surrounding area. She informed that she came here earlier, around eight o'clock. and
conducted a survey with some people, It was observed the concerns present among
the public are the stone quarry is working to improve the livelihoods of many people.
Not only that, they are providing educational facilities, creating employment
opportunities, and, in particular, doing excellent things in providing services for
women. In addition, they have provided significant financial assistance to many
temples here. She further stated that, they are enhancing livelihoods, and as a

woman observing this, | can say without any hesitation that this stone quarry should



be given a permission so that it can continue to grow further and registered her

support for the project.

5. Thiru. Palanikumar, Melur

He introduced himself as Palanikumar. Served as Vice President of the Melur
Panchayat Council for five years. He stated that this commUnity hall in Melur village
was built from the funds of this quarry. He said that, similarly, they have
accomplished countless number of works in Melur by providing road facilities, water
facilities, and all other necessary amenities. Nearly 5,000 workers are currently
employed there. He requested that permission shall be granted for this stone quarry
to operate with proper safety measures and protection in accordance with all
government rules and regulations, by stating this he expressed his opinion for the

project.

6. Thiru. Subburamaiah, Social activist, Tirupati

He welcomed the Tahsildar, the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board engineer,
all the villagers, and social activists. He introduced himself as Subburamaiah, central
environmental social activist from Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh. He informed that the
public hearing in four states such as Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and
Telangana. He added that wherever we go, we usually see many problems. But after
coming here, we did not see anything like that; no one has said anything. If things
continue this way, it will be good. He mentioned that operating this stone quarry here
in Melur is a positive thing for them and as far as he observed, even the people in
the surrounding villages have not raised any concerns or complaints. Therefore, the
stone quarry will take care of water problem in the village, air, tree planting, the
presence of a school. He added that we must progress, and our village will progress,
and for that, people need to develop proper awareness. Similarly, the stone quarry
should pay attention to these matters. He said that there is a temple in this village, a
community hall, and providing drinking water. It would be good if, a sports
'competition is organized for the school children once every six months. He further
said that it would also be good if a medical camp is conducted for everyone in the
village once every three months, providing them certain benefits such as tablets and
medicines. If all these things are done for the village, the stone quarry will earn a

good name. He requested that the stone quarry shall be allowed to operate well, and



MoEF certificate shall be issued, and immediate permission shall be granted and

registered his opinion for the project.

7. Thiru. Karthi, Social activist, Trichy

He introduced himself as Karthi, from Tiruchirappalli District. He welcomed
everyone and stated that this stone quarry has been carrying out countless works for
the people living in that area. This stone quarry is involved in activities such as
education, employment opportunities, and afforestation. He mentioned his support
and requested environment department to issue no objection certificate to the stone
quarry to carry out further development activities and expressed his support opinion
for the project.

8. Thiru. Manikandan, Kamarajapuram, Pudukkottai

He introduced himself as Manikandan, from Kamarajapuram, Pudukkottai. He
stated that he was here today at the public hearing meeting held in Melur villége,
Kulathur Taluk, Pudukkottai district, regarding the Jaffer Ali stone quarry located in
Survey No. 216/1, covering an area of 1.47.5 hectares. He mentioned that he would
like to point out various issues, such as the fact that, in violation of government
regulations and the Minor Minerals Concession Rules, 1959, Section 36(1), there is
no buffer zone of 50 meters on the northern side of the quarry near the stream
located in Survey No. 80/1. He welcomed the Tahsildar, Revenue Divisional Officer,
Environmental Engineer, as well as the members of the public who may have been
brought here to speak in support of this stone quarry, and those who have been
brought from Andhra Pradesh supposedly for the benefit of Melur village. He said
that the Minor Minerals Concession Rules, 1959, clearly state that a buffer zone of
50 meters must be maintained for water bodies such as streams. To the North side
of this stone quarry, in S.F.No. 80/1, there is a stream. According to the Minor
Minerals Concession Rules, 1959, a 50-meter buffer zone must be left for this
stream. However, this stone quarry is operating very close to the stream without
leaving even a one-meter buffer zone. He questioned that have you asked how it is
allowed to operate like this?. According to the law, permission should not be granted,
cannot be granted and must not be granted for this stone quarry. He added that the
Assistant Commissioner for Land Administration in Chennai has clearly defined in
Revenue Standing Order No. 26, Section 15, that geological pathways, streams,

subsidiary streams, and pathways are considered government property, even if they
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are located on private patta land. Therefore, even if this stream is situated on private
patta land. By law, it is still government property. The responsibility and duty to
protect it lies with the Revenue Department. Therefore, the revenue officials
overseeing and managing this must take note and take appropriate action. He firmly
stated at this meeting that this stone quarry is not eligible for permission. He
mentioned that the Minor Minerals Concession Rules, 1959, clearly specify that if
there is a government borewell, water pumping station, overhead water storage tank,
or water supply arrangement, a buffer zone of 500 meters must be maintained.
However, within a 500-meter radius around the S.F.No where the stone quarry is
located, both a government borewell and an overhead water storage tank are
present. Since there is a government borewell, water pumping station, overhead
water storage tank, and water supply arrangement all located within a 500-meter
radius of the quarry site, legal permission cannot be granted for this stone quarry.
Furthermore, according to Section 36(1) of the Minor Minerals Concession Rules,
1959, if there is a water storage tank, government borewell, water pumping station, a
500-meter buffer zone must be maintained from the quarry site. However, in this
mining project, these have not been mentioned in the document. They have not
mentioned these in the mining plan proposal they have submitted; they have
concealed this information. This is a violation of the law. Therefore, the existing
stone quarry has already been operating without maintaining a 10-meter buffer zone,
which is against the law. The Minor Minerals Concession Rules, 1959, clearly state
that a 10-meter buffer zone must be maintained for the quarry for which permission
_ is being requested. The rules state that the stone quarry owners must construct a '
pathway at their own expense to transport stones out of the quarry. However, there
is no 10-meter buffer zone between this quarry and the adjacent quarry. Since this
stone quarry has violated the Minor Minerals Concession Rules, 1959, permission
cannot and should not be granted. He added that regarding approved houses, house
plots, and permanent structures, Section 36(1) of the Minor Minerals Concession
Rules, 1959, clearly states that, approved houses in the revenue department
records, house sites approved by the Panchayat and DTCP, village settlements,
temples, permanent structures such as government housing units, green houses,
and bank loan-approved houses, all these require that a 300-meter buffer zone must
be maintained before any quarrying activities are undertaken. He stated that this is

clearly specified in the legal provisions. Furthermore, many officials, even when
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these houses are clearly indicated in the revenue department records, falsely claim
that no one is residing in the houses, that the houses have collapsed, or that the
houses are damaged, and, by concealing the truth, they issue documents in favor of
these people. However, even if such false claims are made and the truth is denied,
as long as the house or house site is clearly mentioned in the UDR revenue
department records; According to the Minor Minerals Concession Rules, 1959. It was
clearly stated that even if it is small, even if the house is damaged, unoccupied, or in
a ruined state, it is still considered a house and a house site. He mentioned that they
have obtained this historically significant fact through the Right to Information Act.
According to those documents, there are several houses surrounding the stone
quarry. He stated that, permission cannot and should not be granted for this stone
quarry by law. In addition, there are numerous permanent and temporary houses
within a 300-meter radius around the land where the stone quarry is to be
established. Various government regulations state that both approved and
unapproved permanent and temporary houses must not be located within 300
meters of a quarry where blasting will take place. However, if permission is granted
illegally, as happened on May 1, 2024, in Aviyur, Virudhunagar district, where a blast
accident resulted in loss of life, such tragedies can occur here. The government has
established these kinds of regulations precisely to prevent such loss of life. He stated
that according to the law, permission for this stone quarry should not be granted
here, as there are many temporary laborer residences are there in this area in
violation of these rules. Next, they showed many houses on Google Maps. In the
northeast area, there is a house at 235 meters, another house at 276 meters; in the
southern area, there is a house at 245 meters, another at 246 meters, another at 275
meters, and one more at 274 meters. He has clearly shown many houses on Google
Maps. Nowadays, any Village Administrative Officer can easily check this. He said
that in such a situation, | do not understand how the Village Administrative Officer is
giving certification for this. However, they have given it. That certificate is incorrect
and he must investigate and clearly verify that all these houses are present here,
and stated that permission for this stone quarry should not be granted in violation of
the rules. Next, there are several court judgments which state a stone quarry can
only operate at a minimum distance of 500 meters from water bodies such as tanks,
ponds, lakes, ooranis, and reservoirs. The reason is that if the stone quarry is mined

deeper than the water bodies, water from places like lakes, tanks, and ponds will go
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to the quarry. As a result, there will be no water left for people’s use. Water naturally
flows from higher level to lower level this is a basic principle that everyone knows.
However, within a 500-meter radius of this stone quarry, there are two large tanks:
one in the north at a distance of just 300 meters from the outer boundary of the
quarry in Survey No. 191, and another in the east at 300 meters in Survey No. 70.
Therefore, since there are two very large tanks within a 300-meter radius around the
quarry, permission for this stone quarry cannot be granted according to the law.
Permission should not be granted. Until now, the stone quarry has permitted to
operate at a depth of 40 meters in that location. Now, they have applied for
permission to go an additional 13 meters depth. they furnished the hydrogeological
study stated that "No Significant” impact. This is given only a general statement.
How can this be correct? The aquifér has already been reached there. There are no
sample surveys or reports regarding agricultural wells or drinking water sources.
Nothing has been mentioned about the situation long ago in these aspects. None of
these aspects have been addressed. According to Section 2-83 of the Indian
Eiectricity Act, 1956, there must be a minimum distance of 300 meters from the outer
boundary of the quarry field to high-tension lines and, electric lines with 650 volts,
and sites generating electricity, including windmills. This is clearly stated in the law. It
states that there must be a distance of 300 meters from the outer boundary. For low
voltage electric lines, the law specifies that there must be a distance of 50 meters
from the outer boundary of the quarry field. The Minor Mineral Concession Rules,
1959, also require a 50-meter gap for low voltage electric lines. Even though all
these laws clearly state the requirements, such rules have been violated in many
areas in this stone quarry. In places where blasting is carried out, public safety is a
major concern. In this cluster area, there is a proposed quarry as well as an
expired/abandoned quarry. In such areas, many houses have developed cracks.
There have been earthquakes in the area. Children and the elderly have been
severely affected. Many houses here have experienced vibratibns and blasts, and
some have even collapsed. There are many houses surrounding the village. The
cumulative blasting impact has only been mentioned superficially. It has not been
addressed in depth at all. They have violated the rules and concealed many facts.
Using false distance measurements, the quarry has been marked on the village map.
On the village map attached in the Environmental Impact Assessment report, the

measurements of the 300-meter radius from the outer boundary of this quarry do not

9



comply with the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. They have measured 300
meters from the center of the quarry in all four directions and shown this on the
village map in the Environmental Impact Assessment report. This is a violation of the
law. In reality, the measurement should be taken from the outer boundary of the
quarry. However, they have not done this. He stated that the report has been
prepared using fraudulent measurements. Based on this, the permission for the
stone quarry should not and cannot be granted according to the law. There is a risk
of landslides and collapses in this area. The conditions in the ToR clearly state that a
slope stability study is mandatory. However, they are saying that this study can be
done after executing the lease agreement. According to the Terms of Reference
(ToR), this study must be completed before obtaining Environmental Clearance.
However, this is completely contrary and against the procedures of SEIAA. Yet, this
is what they have done. The State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority
(SEIAA) has clearly stated in the ToR dated 25.07.2025 that all studies including air,
water, soil, and noise must be conducted. However, SEIAA specified a baseline
monitoring period from 01.03.2025 to 31.05.2025, which is two months before
granting the ToR approval. Because of this, the required studies were not conducted
as per the correct timeline. They have provided false information and misled the
authorities by carrying out these activities before the ToR approval was granted. All
of this is false, and he said that he will explain it in detail later. He added that'the
most important point not mentioned in the documents is that this land is government
poramboke land, which belongs to the public. It is not private property. For the profit
of an individual and granting permission to dig up government land deeply, causing
permanent damage, goes against public interest. If we look at where the previous
quarry located is the same survey number 216/1 in where a quarry was already
operated by R. Natesan from 2017 to 2022. They have obtained permission to
operate up to a depth of 40 meters. Now, in the same location, they are requesting
permission to go for additional 13 meters deeper. This is against the guidelines set
by the Hon’ble Supreme Court for "peaceful mining." The Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change has also provided guidance on this and they clearly
violates it. He added that, since this goes against the Supreme Court's directions and
guidelines, permission should not be granted. It is necessary to clearly explain
whether the air, water, and soil studies were conducted in a credible manner.

According to the documents, they claim that the air quality study period was from
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May 2022 to September 2025, which is before the ToR approval. They also state
that the laboratory used for these studies is a private lab called Chennai Matrix Lab,
which they claim as authorized lab. However, he stated that he would like to raise
certain doubts. It is likely that the sampling was done after the quarry operations had
ended or during periods of low activity. He pointed out that the monitoring was not
carried out during periods of major blasting, and this is a serious issue. He accused
that they have not conducted this study properly. They have made false claims. He
said that he will clearly explain what mistakes they have made in the study they
claim to have done. For example, in cases of cluster mining, it is required to conduct
an "Incremental GLC Realistic model" study. But they have not carried out this study.
This does not reflect the worst-case scenario, and therefore, there are errors in what
has been reported. Next, if you look at the water study, they have stated that the
results of the groundwater samples are within the specified limits. However, the
number of samples taken is very, very low. There is a pre-monsoon bias, and there
is no recharge impact model included. Next, a single season model is not sufficient.
There is no post-monsoon analysis or long-term impact assessment included. As a
result, the reliability of these studies is very low. Regarding the soil study, only
surface soil samples have been taken. There is no assessment of agricultural
productivity impact and the risk of overburden contamination has not been fully
addressed. He alleged that none of these studies have been conducted with genuine
scientific depth or thoroughness. Even in the studies they have conducted, there are
so many shortcomings. According to CPCB guidelines, at least 6 to 8 air quality
assessments must be done in cluster mining areas. Here, considering the local
population, they claim to have conducted sampling at only four locations. The
sampling period was not continuous, and it did not cover periods of high pollution or
maximum blasting. They have neither claimed nor proven that such comprehensive
monitoring was done. He stated that his accusation is that they did not conduct these
studies at all. They have only mentioned it superficially and moved on. Overall, the
reliability is very low: the number of study locations is insufficient,‘ the specific
locations have not been clearly identified, and there is no evidence to prove that the
necessary facilities were present at those sites. Is it even possible to safely keep the
monitoring equipment at those locations for three months? There is no evidence to
show whether electricity was available or not. They have not conducted any post-

case inspections. Furthermore, the cluster impact calculation itself is missing. Even if
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they claim that studies were conducted, we cannot believe that a thorough and
reliable air quality assessment actually took place at those sites. That is the main
point. They have falsely claimed that they conducted air quality studies for three
months continuously at four locations, specifying latitude and longitude. In reality, at
none of these locations was electricity supplied or proper studies actually conducted.
Instead, they have fabricated the reports and prepared the documentation without
conducting genuine studies. Therefore, this stone quarry should not and cannot be
granted permission according to the law. He mentioned that the rules state that
quarries are only allowed to operate from 7 AM to 5 PM. In stone quarries, blasting is
permitted only up to 32 millimeters (that is, three centimeters), and holes must be
drilled for this purpose. However, the regulations for these blasting holes are not
being followed anywhere. According to the 1986 Explosives Act, blasting is only
allowed between 1 PM and 2 PM, but this rule is never followed. The villagers say
that blasting even takes place at night. The rule is that only NONEL blasting should
be used. When blasting, sandbags should be placed over the holes, along with
tarpaulin and layers of lorry or tractor tyres and the blasting must be carried out by
muffle method. However, these regulations are not being followed anywhere. As a
result, many houses here have suffered extensive damage. The blasting holes
should be only 32 millimeters in diameter and 1.5 meters deep, with a distance of 1.2
meters between each hole. The holes should also be arranged in a zigzag pattern.
There must be a gap of 28 seconds between each blast in the blasting holes. Such
rules are strictly mandated. However, these are not followed anywhere. There is no
investigation on how many detonators are purchased from explosives dealers, where
they were sourced from, or to whom they were supplied. None of this is being
properly monitored or examined. If these aspects were properly investigated, the
truth would come out. In reality, no stone quarry follows the prescribed blasting
procedures as required and it is the actual situation there. Even the unit that has
been operating the quarry for many years is no exception to violate these rules. This
is how things are being done. All the stone quarries here are supposed to stop
operations at 5 PM, but illegally, they continue to operate beyond this time. After 5
PM, blasting is carried out illegally, and the materials are loaded onto trucks and
transported in violation of the law. The report claims that seismographs are used to
monitor vibrations during blasting, but in practice, this is not actually done. Already,

the quarries that have operated and are still operating in this area have caused
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various impacts. Because of this, the inspection committee appointed by the Madras
High Court conducted a survey of all the quarries in the village of Murattupalayam in
Tiruppur Taluk and found that all the quarries are operating illegally. Therefore, all
the quarries have been shut down and are no longer operating there. If the High
Court directly appoints a fair and neutral committee to investigate, it can clearly be
proven that all the quarries are operating illegally. He stated that these quarries
‘should be banned from operating. Because, these quarries do not have fencing,
there have been fatalities: in a closed quarry near Tindivanam in Villupuram district,
five women died; in Tiruppur, more than ten to twenty people have died; and in
Erode, more than five people have lost their lives. Even though the Chief Secretary
of Tamil Nadu issued an order in July 2024 regarding the installation of fencing, it still
has not been implemented. Laws written only on paper and they do not automatically
come into effect. Officials are paid from the taxpayers’ money so that they fully
monitor and enforce these laws through proper action. However, the reality is that
officials are not actually taking any action. If you visit the area now, you will see that
none of the quarries have fencing around them. Even the quarry that claims to have
been operating quarries for many years has not fully installed fencing. If you look at
the report they have provided, you can see from the photographs and by checking
Google Earth Pro online that fencing has not been installed. There is no need to
even visit the site in person to confirm this. Many quarries operating near this stone
quarry do not have fencing, and he has repeatedly brought this to the attention of the
senior officials who have visited here, mentioning it in every meeting. No one has
going to inspect, given notice, or taken .any action. They have claimed in their reports
that thousands of trees have been planted for green cover. However, this is not true.
Even during this discussions, someone stated that the claims of extensive green belt
development are merely for show. He stated that this quarry is in a uncomfortable
situation, as it has not even established the green belt it committed to in writing to
the government, which is required by law and regulations. All the quarries operating
here are in the same condition. Therefore, the claim that air pollution will be
controlled is false. In practice, it is simply not possible. There is no green belt, no
fencing. The final closure plan for the quarry exists only on paper; it is not
implemented in practice. In their report, they claim they will ensure the welfare of
workers. However, in this operating stone quarry, as well as in any other quarry in

operation, none of the workers have ESI, PF, or insurance. No rights or benefits are
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provided to them. If you write "sugar" on paper, will it taste sweet? It will not. It is
important to provide all benefits to the workers and to give them their basic rights. No
government official takes action to ensure this, nor do they monitor or oversee it. The
claim that air quality is monitored continuously for three months is mentioned in the
reports. Even though they claim to have conducted studies for three months, they
have not mentioned anything about the houses or other locations where electricity
was used for the monitoring. They have not provided this information, it is clear that
they did not actually conduct the study. For publishing advertisements about the
public hearing for this quarry in English newspapers across Tamil Nadu, the
government spends up to two lakh rupees. Many people who wanted to express their
views did not attend this public hearing, and most people were not even aware that
the public hearing was taking place. If posters had simply been printed and put up
within a 10-kilometer radius in the area likely to be affected by the quarry at a cost of
just 2,000 rupees, everyone would have known about it. Everyone would come to
register their views, and in the future, the government should take responsibility for
this task. Right now as posters are not being put up the public is simply not being
made aware. This practice of posting notices is being followed in Madurai, Dindigul,
Karur, and Erode districts, and he stated that it should also be implemented in our
district. In their report, they only talk about education and employment opportunities.
However, a study on the diseases affecting the villages within a 10-kilometer radius
should be conducted and submitted here. Because the people in this area are
severely affected by diseases caused by the quarry operations. There needs to be a
study to determine what diseases they are currently suffering from, and what
additional diseases emerge five years after the quarry has operated and closed. He
requested that along with the socioeconomic impact, the health impact should also
be studied and reported. He said that in the future, everyone should be included.
There is no complete information about the villages surrounding the quarry. No
village map exists for the 500-meter radius around the quarry. He requested that not
just the quarry site maps but also the maps of all villages within a 500-meter radius
should be attached and made mandatory. He stated that there are large water
bodies and ponds adjacent to the area where the quarry is proposed. When the
quarry is cut to a depth of 53 meters over 3.5 acres, the water from the pond and the
nearby canal will all flow into the quarry area. Everyone knows that water on higher

ground will flow to lower areas. As a result, the pond will run dry. This is already
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happening now. No one should think that we are simply opposed to setting up a
quarry. Here, we keep emphasizing that no one should operate illegally. Laws and
rules were created so that this world and its people can live and thrive for a long
time. If these legal regulations are not properly followed, what will happen? The
world will be destroyed, and it will not be suitable for people to live in. Just ten days
ago, a earth quake occurred over an area of 3.5 hectares within a 10-kilometer
radius in Sivakasi. The location where the quarry was operating in Sivakasi was
exactly the epicenter of the earthquake. The village where the quarry is situated
became the center point of the tremor, and its effects were felt up to 10 kilometers
away. Therefore, we do not know if or when whether today or tomorrow the same
could happen in our own village. Now, we are in a situation where an earthquake
could occur at any time. The reason for this is that these quarries are operating in a
highly illegal manner, openly violating regulations. He stated that he is repeatedly
emphasizing all this to make sure that the quarry operates strictly in accordance with
the law. He mentioned that our intention is not to oppose quarries altogether. Our
aim is that quarrying should be done within legal limits, following all rules and
regulations. Therefore, in Murattupalayam, Uthukuli Taluk, Tiruppur district, even
after their permits expired, 64 quarries continued to operate illegally. In total,
including all other cases, 82 quarries were found to be operating illegally, according
to the investigation conducted by the committee appointed by the Hon'ble High
Court, which also imposed fines on them. In Pudukkottai, many quarries have been
fined. However, until today, they have not paid the fines and avoiding payment by
moving cases between courts and avoiding responsibility. This needs to be
addressed and action must be taken. In Virudhunagar district, the District Collector
cancelled the permissions of five quarries last year for operating illegally. We keep
reiterating that quarries should be operated strictly according to the rules and
regulations prescribed by law. People ask us: if you oppose M-sand and river sand
quarries, how will construction happen and where will the materials come from?
What we are saying is that, as an alternative to sand, in 2018 the Tamil Nadu
government issued a government order to import five lakh metric tons of natural river

sand from abroad every month. Which was in effect till last month,
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There was small agitation among the people in the gathering. After the
Revenue Divisional Officer and the District Environmental Engineer calmed the

gathering, Manikandan continued his speech.

Therefore, as an alternative to local sand, the Tamil Nadu government
announced in 2018 that five lakh metric tons of natural river sand would be imported
from abroad each month. He requested that this government order to be revised to
increase the import to fifteen lakh metric tons per month, in order to meet Tamil
Nadu’s daily sand requirement of 21,000 truckloads. Because, when sand is mined
in our country, it harms our environment and depletes river resources. Similarly, in
foreign countries, especially in places like Malaysia not removing large quantities of
river sand causes significant environmental damage to those regions as well. They
say that as river sand accumulates, removing and exporting it helps prevent flooding
in their region, which is why they are willing to provide this river sand to other
countries for free. Therefore, we should import and use this natural river sand.
Buildings constructed with M-sand are collapsing and breaking apart. Even schools
have collapsed, putting students at risk. We keep seeing such news repeatedly. He
stated that even for government construction, natural river sand shouid be imported
from abroad, as it is safer and better for building strong structures. Therefore, it is
argued that the operation of quarries generates lakhs of rupees in royalty and
mineral funds, which are then used to meet the needs of nearby schools and various
villages. However, today we are in a situation where we have to pay tax even on the
rice we eat. So, for every product we use are already paying taxes including GST.
Even when we eat at a hotel, if we sit in an air-conditioned area, we pay up to 18%
GST on our food. None of us talk about this or complain anywhere. We are also
paying GST and other taxes, but we don’t go around saying that we are paying tax.
The fact is, we are paying tax even for the food we eat. Therefore, when quarry
owners who run their business for profit pay taxes, it is not a service they are doing
for the pubilic, it is simply their obligation to pay taxes. In the same way, paying
royalty and mineral fund contributions is just a requirement, not a special service to
the community. In reality, lorries from quarries often carry loads heavier than
permitted, transporting materials like gravel and M-sand on the roads. As a result,
we end up spending between 50 lakhs to 1 crore rupees of public tax money per

kilometer to repair and maintain these roads. On those roads, lorries that are
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supposed to carry only 26 tons instead of that they overloaded with up to 76 tons,
violating regulations and causing severe damage to the roads. Roads built at a cost
of 50 lakhs to 1 crore rupees per kilometer are being destroyed in this way. There is
no monitoring of this, and the revenue department responsible for taking action is not
doing anything about it. Despite all these negative impacts, we are spending large
amounts of public tax money 50 lakhs to 1 crore rupees per kilometre to build and
repair these roads. In reality, it is the people’s tax money that is being used for this.
Funds that should be used for essential needs like drinking water, drainage, and
toilets for every individual but there are being spent on building roads for quarry
operations. He questioned whether people do not see that public funds meant for
such basic necessities are being diverted in this way. Action must be taken against
lorries that are overloaded and traveling in violation of the law, causing damage to
the roads. According to environmental impact assessment (EIA) guidelines for these
quarries, 45 types of supporting documents are supposed to be provided. However,
in this case, only 15 types of documents have actuélly been attached. Thirty types of
documents are not attached. As a result, we are unable to fully understand the
complete truth about these operations. Even with the limited documents available,
we have been able to identify and point out so many irregularities. He also
mentioned that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, has released a handbook for
entreprerieurs in the name of TNPCB & You regarding these regulations. The
handbook states that if an entrepreneur knowingly provides false information or
withholds facts in their report, permission for their project will not be granted. If
permission has already been granted under such circumstances, the entrepreneur
must remove or dismantle the project at their own expense. Therefore, since many
facts have been concealed and numerous false or misleading details have been
provided in this report, it is fundamentally unfit for consideration. He stated that this
report should be rejected. Therefore, according to all relevant laws and reguiations,
this quarry should not be granted approval. For all the reasons mentioned above
including the submission of false data and the concealment of important information
he requested that permission for this quarry should not be granted and concluded his

strong opposition views for the project
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9. Thiru. Palaniyappan, Melur

He introduced himself as Palaniappan from Melur village. He stated that he
has no objection to granting permission for this stone quarry. He requested to
allocate a specific time for each person to speak. Whoever it may be even if they are
social activists let them speak, but give them a specific time limit. Otherwise, they will
take two or three hours for this. So, please give a fixed time to speak let it be two
minutes, three minutes, or five minutes and expreésed his support opinion for the
project.

10.Thiru. Ganesan, Nakkeerarvayal

He introduced himself as Ganesan from Nakkeerar Vayal village. He stated
that the stone quarry is located just half a kilometer from my house. We have no
disturbance of any kind that is why we are here sitting in this meeting. If people from
other districts or outside areas come and claim there are disturbances, it is enough
to simply ask the villagers here. He stated that this is my opinion. They sell sand and
gravel, and even when traveling on the road, accidents happen. Can all of this be
blamed on him? He questioned. He claims that everything is done according to
government regulations. Is everything really happening as per the government's
rules? The answer is No. He said. On behalf of our village. He state that everything
they saying is false. We have also come here and spoken. They too are following
certain rules and regulations. All the stone quarry owners, know about this. Everyone
knows me as well. When | told them to follow some rules, after that, they have been
following them. Our debate is that everything now operating is in accordance with the

regulations. By saying this he registered his support for the project.

11.Tmt. S. Lakshmi, Pudukkottai

She welcomed every one and introduced herself as S. Lakshmi from

Pudukkottai. She stated that what this brother saying is we should think before we
speak, and not discuss everything in public. So many good things are being done. All
kinds of benefits are being provided. So much help is being given to the people here.
We should think before we speak about all these things. Moreover, some people
keep saying that something has happened, but in reality, nothing of that sort has
“happened. They are providing good help to all the people, in every area. They are
giving good education,’ providing good medical care, building good roads and other

facilities, and supplying drinking water. We know how much we struggle for water.
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Now, when we do agriculture, we struggle so much for irrigation. But look at all the
good things that are being done for us. As they say, please support good things and
help out. She requested the Pollution Control Board should issue a No-objection
certificate to this quarry without any obstacles and help them. She requested this

and concluded with support for the project.

12. Thiru. Krishnamoorthy, Nakkeerarvayal

He introduced himself as Krishnamoorthy from Nakkeerar Vayal. He said that
during the time of the Gaja cyclone, it was the crusher owners who provided major
assistance and arranged for the necessary water supply and all other facilities for
this village. Those operating the stone quarry are waiting to do many things for the
development of this village. He requested the government officials to grant

permission for this stone quarry and concluded with support for the project.

Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur:

After that, the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur said that if any public has to
say any comments / opinion, they can inform. Then he said that the public hearing

meeting was closed as no one from the public came forward to say their opinion.

Vote of Thanks:

The District Environmental Engineer has informed that the public could
submit their comments in writing at the office of the District Collector or the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Pudukkottai office. The District Environmental
Engineer thanked the Revenue D‘ivisional Officer, lluppur for presiding over the
Public hearing meeting and the other Government Officials for attending the
meeting and also he thanked the Proprietor of the stone quarry, Workers, Project
Proponent, NGOs, Press reporters, Police officials, social activists and general

public who were participated in the Public Hearing Meeting.

The meeting came to an end
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Encl.;

1. Attendance sheet of the participants(A)

2. Project Proponent's power point presentation(B)

3. Video(CD) of the Public Hearing (C) )

4. Draft of Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Executive Summary in
Tamil and English (D)

5. Written Petition (E) - 10 Nos.

29
%&\/ Rebiz Divisil;go

al

District Environmental Engineer (a/c),
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
0 Pudukkottai.
9

lliuppur.
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