MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR QUARRYING PROPOSAL OVER
AN EXTENT OF 3.59.00 HA - M/S.R.HARIHARASUDHAN-ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL
QUARRY, S.F.NO. 3/8, 3/9, 3/10, 3/11, 3/12A, 3/12B, 3/12C, 3/12D, 4/2, 4/3, 4/4A, 4/4B, 4/5 & 4/6

OF SUNDAKKOTTAI VILLAGE, ARUPPUKOTTAI' _TALUK., VIRUDHUNAGAR
- DISTRICT ON 30.06.2026, 11.00 AM AT M/S.SATHYA MAHAL 1/117A ARUPPUKOTTAT —

SAYALGUDI  MAIN __ ROAD, _M.REDDIAPATTI, __ ARUPPUKOTTAI _ TALUK,
VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT.

Present:
- Thiruvalargal:
| Thiru.M.Marimuthu "~ :  Revenue Divisional Officer,
: ‘ Aruppukottai,
Virudhunagar District.
2 Er. J. Hamoneth Joesun :  District Environmental Engineer,
' Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar District.
3 Thiru.N.Senthilkumar ' . Tahsildar
: : Aruppukottai
4 Er.R.Chithradevi . :  Assistant Engineer,
' Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virtidhunagar District.
As per Attendance Register | ' :  Government Officials, Public ahd Project

proponent 224 Nos (List enclosed).

The public hearing was held on 3Q.06;2026 at 11.00AM at M/s.Sathya .Mahal,‘1/1‘17A,
Afuppukottai - Sayalgﬁdi Main Road, M.Reddiapatti, Aruppukottai Taluk, Virudhunagar
- District under EIA Notiﬁéations, 2006 for the Quarry proposal over an extent of 3.59.00 Ha -
M/s.R.Hariharasudhan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No.3/8, 3/9, 3/10, 3/11, 3/12A,
3/12B, 3/12C, 3/12D, 4/2, 4/3, 4/4A, 4/4B 4/5 & 4/6 of Sundakkottai Villagé Aruppukottai

Taluk, erudhunagal District. The Dlstrlct Env1ronmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Virudhunagar we]comed the Revenue Dlvxslonal Officer, Aruppukottal other
Government officials, all general public and project proponents who have attended the pubhc
heariﬁg. He informed that the public notices informing the conduct of P_Libli_C Hearing was

~ published in “Dinamalar” and “The New Indian Express” on 27.05.2026. He also informed

that-Wide publicity was given about the conduct of public hearing by circulating pamphlets in

the nearby villages of the project site. Further, he stated that the arrangements for the public
hearing had been done as per the guidelines issued under EIA Notification, 2006.
| ‘Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer stated that the project proponenf will
make a detailed presentation. on the proposed project and requested the public to express their
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views after completion of the presentation. He added that the written statements would also

be received.

Further he stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be
récorded through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority, Tamilnadu to Consider the issue of. Environmental Clearance to the
‘proposed project.
| The Revenue Divisional Officer, Aruppukottai initiated the Public Hearing process.
Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer requested the project proponeﬁt to
explain about their proposed project.

Then, the Environmental consultant of the project has made detailed presentation on the
project of M/s.R.Hariharasudhan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry to the public along with
Environmental Management Plan.

Further, the public has furnished their views with respect to the project as follows —

1. Thiru. Vasudevan, Bommakottai Village:

Thiru.Vasudevan stated that though the proposed' quarry offers employment to only 34
persons, but nearly 30,000 people are going to get affected by its operations. He further stated |
that Sundakkottai Village falls under the jurisdiction of Bommakottai Village Panchayat, and
if this is not properly recorded, the Panchayat would lose the revenue generated from the
quarry. He informed that already six quarries are operating within a radius of 500 metres in
the Bonimakottai Panchayat area and sought details of the amount contributed by those six
quarries 1owa1ds the Public Welfare Development Fund for the beneﬁt of Bommakottai
Village. He further stated that there is another quarry located near Bommal(ottal Vlllage from
which water is discharged into the Sundakkottai ifrigation tank, rendering the water unfit for
drinking. He alsb stated that a majority of the residents of Bommakottai Village are suffering
from kidney-related ailmehts. Hé-alleged that the officials of the Department of Geology and

Mining have not conducted proper inspections and requested that a white paper containing the
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details of all field inspections carried out during the past five years be published. Further, he
stated that agricultural lands are being purchased for establishing quarrying operations and
requested that the Government to 1;ass G.O for prohibiting the purchase of agricultural lands
for quarrying purposes. He added that farmers are compelled to sell their agricultural lands to
quarry owners at low prices, thereby affecting their livelihood. He further stated that when
quarry owners establish quarriés adjacent to existing agricultural lands: the neighbouring
cultivable lands are adversely affected. Further, he said that he owns a farm land. in Survey
No. 47, whereas quarries are under operation in the adjacent Survey Nos. 46 and 48.
According to him, due to blasting éperations in the.quarry, the groundwater in his well is
being diverted elsewhere, thereby affecting irrigatién énd agricultural aétivities. He
questioned whether the Government is protecting farmers or industrialists. He requested the
authorities to furnish a report to thé public indicating whether protective feﬁcing has been
pl‘ox;ided in other quarries,v silﬁilar to the fencing provided in the present quarry. If such

fencing has not been provided, he requested details of the action taken against the defaulting

quarries.

He furthér stated that more than ten quarries are operating in the Sundakkottai and
Bommakottai areas and questioned the cumulative impact caused when blasting is carried out
at different times in each quarry. He enquiréd whether any study or report is available for
quantifying the dust emissions generated from the -blasting operations in six surrounding
quarries. He also stated that the lorries transporting stones from the quaﬁ‘ies are not covered
with tarpaulin sheets and that the movement of such lorries along the road near Kalloorani
School results in dust entering the school premises. He further stated that water sprinkling has
been. done on the roads oniy dﬁrin'g certain specified hours by the quarry operators and the
sprinkled water dries up within half an hour, after which dust is again dispersed. He said that
the discharge of wastewater and dumping of waste soil from the quarries operating in the

Sundakkottai area have caused the Sundakkottai irrigation tank to dry up and requested that



the matter to be brought to the attention of the Revenue Divisional Officer. Further he stated
" that as blasting is carried out at different times in various quarries, houses located up to five
kilometres away continue to experience vibrations" for nearly twenty minutes, resulting in
falling of roof tiles from buildings. He also stated that blast holes should be drilled only up to
a depth of one metre; however, in these quarries, holes are reportedly being drilled to depths
ranging from 2 to 2% metres, resulting in excessive vibrations. He therefore requested the

Government to issue an order restricting the drilling depth to one metre.

Further he requested quélrries should be permitted to operate only beyond a distance of 500
metres from irrigation wells so that farmers depending on well irrigation-are not affected. He
has stated that Sundakkottai Village comes under the Bommakottai Village Panchayat and
there is an irrigation tank located about 1,400 metres from Bommakottai Village, which
serves as the primary source of water for the village. Therefore he has requested to collect
water samples for analysis to assess the quality of watér in the said tank. He further
suggested Government to undertake quarry operations directly like TASMAC and also the
Government can pass appropriate G.O in this regard. He has also suggested to establish
crusher units within the quarry premises itself. Because, if the quarry and crusher unit are
located at different places, the transportation of minerals by lorries would result in‘increased
dust pollution. Though several quarry companies are operating in the Bommalkottai area, he
has requested those quarry owners to undertake developmental works for Bommakottai
Village under the Public Welfare Development Fund, including the establishment of R.O
Plant and the provision of toilet facilities for school children. He has requested the authorities
to consider these proposals while deciding on the grant of approval for the project.
Thereafter, the Revenue Divisional Officer has assured that all the views and suggestions

expressed during the public hearing would be brought to the notice of the Government.



3 Thiru.V. Mohan, Muthuramalingapuram Village

Thiru. A. Mohan, he is serving fojr Armed Forces. He informed that more than ten quarries
are already operating in the village and that the blasting carried out in these quarries disturbs the
sleep of children. Therefore, he requested that permission should not be granted for the proposed

quarry.

3. Thiru.'Pothiraj, Krishnapuram Vil]age

Thiru. Potl.liraj stated that the sfpg:akers who had addressed the gathering earlier had
expressed they were affected by the operation of quarries and had therefore opposed the
establishment of further quarries. He pointed out the suggestion said by the previous speaker that
the Government should take over and dperate all quarries. In this regard, he questioned whether
dust pollution would cease merely bccéuse the quarries were operated by the Government. He
further requested the Government oifﬁcials to conduct site inspections before granting
permission fbr quarrying operations anc:ii that approval is issued only if t1‘1e proposed quarry site
satisfies all the prescribed statutofy. r;equirements. He also shared a fact, i.e., at present,
extraction of river sand and removal of earth from patta lands have been prohibited. In such
circumstances, he questioned how housés cquld be consfructed without Jelly stones and M-sand
produced from quarries and how people.could secure housing. He remarked that évery individual

requires clothing, food, and shelter.

Further, he has stated, iﬁ earlier: days, most houses were thatched or tiled, whereas at
present almost all houses are construc;ted using reinforced concrete. He questioned-how the
required building materials, such as stone aggregates and manufacturedvsand, could be obtained
withdut quarries. He has stated mbre than l,OOQ construction workers in Aruppukottai Taluk are
directly dependent on quarry Qperat_ioné for their livelihood and that closure of quarries would

adversely affect both direct and indirect employment opportunities. He further stated that
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quality stone resources are available in Virudhunagar District, whereas such resources are not
available in Ramanathapuram District. Consequently, building stones are transported from
Virudhunagar District to Ramanathapuram District. He has also stated, quarry owners generally
purchase agricultural lands only after informing the landowners that the lands are intended to be
used for quarrying purposes. Farmers sell their lands with full knowledge of the intended use.
Though the marl.cet value of such agricultural lands is only about ¥4 to X5 lakhs, farmers sell
them to quarry owners for around %30 lakhs. He has concluded as in the abs_ence of quarries, the
entire construction sector would be severely affected, leading to increased unemployment.
Therefore, he has requested for approval to be granted for the establishment of the proposed

quarry.

4. Thiru. Dhanapandian, Muthuramalingapuram Village

Thiru. Dhanapandian stated that he owns agridultural land in Sundakkottai Village and
agricultural crops are getting affected by the dust generated from quarrying operations. He
further stated, blasting activities in quarries adversely affect the brain development of young
children. He expressed that the project which adversely affects society should not be permitted.
He also requested, permission should not be granted for a large number of quarries within the
same locality. He stated that quarrying activities a(iversely affect the grc')undwater table and
further alleged that employment opportunities are being provided to the persons from outside the
locality instead of local residents. Finally, he has requested for careful examinati.on on the

proposed quarry to grant permission.

5. Thiru. S. Ramar, Aladipatti Village

°

Thiru. S. Ramar stated that although, as per Government records, the proposed quarry falls
under Bommakottai Panchayat, the entire quarry area is actually situated in Aladipatti Village.

He further stated that just as the fireworks industry which is the principal occupation of people



of Sivakasi, stone quarrying and stone breaking constitute the primary occupation of Aladipatti .

Village. He stated that the proposed quarry would not cause any adverse impact on the
surrounding villages, ‘ including Bmﬁmakottai, Karisalkulam and Muthuramalingapuram.
Further, he has stated, quarrying aétiviﬁes would not affect the groundwater table. He has said,
more than 80% of the funds generated through quarry .operations are being spent towards the
benefit of the respective villages. He requested the authorities to grant permission in such a
manner that neither the generél publi¢ nor the quarry owners would be adversely affected. He
further stated that establishment of the ‘proposed quarry would generate employment
opportunities for people residing in the surrounding Vill_ages. Therefore, he has requested for

necessary action be taken to grant approVal for the proposed project at the earliest.

6. Thiru. Saravana Ganesan, Silukkuj)patti Village

Thil‘[l. Saravana Ganesan stated that for every tonne of stone quarried, the quarry operator
remits a seigniorage fee of 2125 to the Government. He further stated, as per the project report,
the Government would earn approximately ?25 crores.as revenue during the five-year lease
period. He has also stated that nearly 80% of the said revenue would accrue to the respective
Village Panchayats and could be ‘uti.lizied for implementing village development and welfare
schemes. He further stated, if such funds are not received from the Government, appropriate
represeﬁtations should be madé to éecure the same. He also informed that under the Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)/Socio-Economic Development commitment of the project, a sum of
%5 lakhs would be allocated for déyelopment activities in the village school. He further stated
that blasting operations in the quarry would be carried out only during the timings prescribed
under the Government guidelines. He ha;s requested that officials for grand of permission to the

quarry owners to commence quarrying operations in accordance with the applicable Goyernment

guidelines and expressed his support for the proposed project.
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7. Thiru. Vijayvaraj, Kanianayakkangatti Village

Thiru. Vijayaraj stated that he belongs to an agricultural family and owné 10 acres of
‘agricultural land. He informed that he had mortgaged his land to purchase a tractor and a
compressor (drilling equiplneﬁt), which are presently being hired out to the proposed quarry,
thereby supporting his livelihood. He has stated, if permission for the propo-sed quarry is denied,
his livelihood would be adversely affected. Therefore, he has requested for grant of permission

for the establishment of the proposed quarry.

8. Thiru. S. Ramar, Aladipatti Village

Thiru. S. Ramar, he had already recorded his views earlier and wished to reiterate one -
additional point. He has requested the Government to issue appropriate guidelines "directing
quarry operators to adopt the Nonel blasting method, which has now been introduced, while

carrying out blasting operations in the proposed quarry.

9. Thiru. Ganesh, Kathalampatti Village

Thiru. Ganesh stated that the proposed quarry would not cause any adverse impact on
Kathalampatti Village. He further stated that the proposed quarry would improve the livelihood

of the local people and expressed his support for the establishment of the quarry.

10. Thiru. Narendran, Bommakottai Village

Thiru. Narendran has stated that he has cettain doubts regarding the proposed quarry and
requested that the same to be clarified. He has stated that he was not aware of the extent to which
the impacts caused by the quarries already operating in the village, which has to be assessed. He
further stated that the existing quarries have already caused adverse impacts in the locality in his
personal experience, he said, the operation of quarries is detrimental to public welfare, as

blasting causes vibrations in his house. He further stated that if the doors and windows of his



house are damaged due to blasting operations, the quarry owners would not compensate him for
such losses. He has also said, the proposed quarry may claim that they are providing
employment to 30 persons is merely an individual bpinidn. According to him, blasting

operations cause vibrations to the doors and windows of his house and have resulted in cracks in

several houses in the village.

I:Ie further stated that a few days carlier, de-ad fish were found floating in the Sundakkottat
irrigation.tank and expressed the view that the fish might have died due to deterioration in the
quality of the tank water. He has qugstioned whether anyone would be willing to use the water
from the Sundakkottai irrigation vtanid under such circumstances. He also stated that many
elderly persons in the village suffer from heart-related ailments and that the vibrations caused by

blasting operations adversely affect their health.

11. Thiru. Alex David Raj, Kalaivarkarisalkulam Village

Thiru. Alex David Raj stated that several educational institutions and hospitals are located
in and around his village and pregnant women are also admitted to those hospitals. He stated that
the blasting operations carried out in the quarries have been causing increasing ground vibrations
day by day. He further expressed the ;lpprehension that granting permission for more quarries
would adversely affect the surrounding villages and could eventually lead to earthquake-like

conditions. Therefore, he expressed his opposition to the establishment of the proposed quarry.

12. Thiru. Jeyasakthi, KathalampattifVillage

Thiru. Jeyasakthi stated that no quarry is presently in operation in Kalaiyarkarisalkulam
Village. Hence, according to him, the residents of Bommakottai.and Kalaiyarkarisalkulam would
not be affected by the proposed quarry. He further stated that the project would generate

substantial employment opportunities and therefore requested that approval be granted for the

proposed.quarry project.
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13. Thiru. Dhanapandian (who had already recorded his views earlier)

Thiru. Dhanapandian stated that several speakers had expressed that the proposed quarry
would improve their livelihood. However, he pointed out that no one had spoken about the
adverse impacts on the houses and the residents of their locality. He therefore requested the

Government to take an appropriate and judicious decision on the proposed project.

.

14. Tmt. Sumathi, Kalaivarkarisalkulam Village

Tmt. Sumathi stated that the quarry is located approximately 3 kilometres from her
residence and that blasting operations carried out in the quarry cause vibrations in the

surrounding houses.

15. Thiru. Vigneshwaran, Kalaivarkarisalkulam Village

Thiru. Vigneshwaran stated that his house is located approximately 200 metres-from the
stone quarry and that blasting operations in the quarry cause severe vibrations. He referred to the
statement made by an earlier speaker that food, clothing and shelter are the basic necessities of
life. However, he stated that, for the residents of his_village, even secure shelter has become
uncertain due to the impacts of quarrying activities. He further stated that his village is the sole

source of livelihood for its residents and requested that these concerns be duly considered while

examining the proposal for the quarry.

After that, since no one came forward to give view on the project, the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Aruppukottai invited the public to offer their furthermore views if any. Even after that,
no one came forward to give any opinion. Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar has narrated the proceedings of the public hearing

conducted and informed that the Minutes of the Meeting along with Compact Disc consisting the
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entire videographed Public Hearing Will; be forwarded to the SEIAA for further actions. He also

thanked all and requested to furnish their views if any in written of petitions.'

Total number of written petitions received - 47

With this, the meeting came to the end.

, f,.«, . ot

(&
District Edvironmental Engineer, Revenpie Divisional Officer,

Tamilnagu Pollution Control Board, Aruppukottai,

- Virudhunagar. ‘ ‘ Virudhunagar District.

(" o

Enclosures: : _
1. Copy of Attendance Register (Total 18 — pages, 224 persons).
2. Videograph of public hearing meeting (Pendrive).
3. Copy of Public Notices (Both Tamil & English).
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