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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED MINING

PROJECT OF THIRU. S. GOKULRAJ ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY, OVER

AN EXTENT OF 3.45.0 HA AT SF.NO. 95/1, 95/2, 95/3, 95/4, 95/5, 9516, 95/7, 95I8,

95/9 & 95/10 AT PALLI VILLAGE, CHEYYAR TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT

ON 10.02.2026 AT 11.00 AM AT M/s. JAITHRI KALYANA MANDAPAM, NO.192/2A3,

CHITHATHUR MAIN ROAD, CHOLAVARAM VILLAGE, VEMBAKKAM TALUK,

TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:

1 | Thiru.R.Rampradeepan

District Revenue Officer

Tiruvannamalai. ,

(Representative of the District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai)

2 | Er. A. Jothi Prakash

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

3 | Dr. S. Sugashini

Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai. '

4 | Er. K. Prem Kumar

Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

5 | Thiru. N! Ashc')kKumar

Tahsildar, i
Cheyyar Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District.

6 | Thiru.S. Gokul Raj

The Proprietor,
M/s. S. Gokulraj Rough Stone & Gravel
Quarry.

7 | Thiru.Balasubramani

EIA Consultant,
M/s. Global Mining Solutions, Salem.

8 | Public

106 Nos. (Attendance enclosed as
Annexure).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai, welcomed the District Revenue Officer, Tiruvannamalai, the -

general public who had assembled for the public hearing in connection with

obtaining Environmental Clearance for the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel

Quarry of Thiru Gokulraj, and Thiru Gokulraj, the proprietor of the said quarry. He



further pointed out that prior notification regarding the conduct of this public hearing
had already been published on 08.01.2026 in the Tamil and English daily
newspapers, namely “Dinamalar” and “The New Indian Express.” He also informed
that public announcements had been made in and around Palli Village through

loudspeakers and distribution of pamphlets.

He further stated that, on behalf of the proponent of the proposed Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry project, their project consultant would present a detailed
explanation of the project to the public, following which the public may given their
views, suggestions, doubts, and seek clarifications regarding the project, and that
all such event would be video graphed and audio recorded, and the minutés and
records of this meeting would be forwarded to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority-Tamil Nadu (SEIAA-TN).

The District Revenue Officer, Tiruvannamalai, inaugurated the public hearing
meeting and requested Thiru Gokulraj, the proprietor of the proposed Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry, to present the detailed explanation regarding the proposed
quarry project.

Thiru. Balasubramani, Environmental Impact Assessment Consultant of M/s.
Gokulraj Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry project from M/s. Global Mining
Solutions, Salem, welcomed all those who had assembled for the public hearing
meeting and delivered a detailed power point presentation explaining the
operational aspects of the Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry project and the
Environmental Management Plan to be implemented during its operation.

Following the above presentation, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai, announced that the public may
submit their views either in writing or orally. He further requested that, before
recording their views, the public should mention their name and their village name.

Accordingly, the following public expressed their views and suggestions.




1.  Tmt. Uthirakumari, Palli Village:

Tmt. Uthirakumari stated that the proposed establishment of a stone quarry
raises serious concerns. She pointed out that the use of explosives for blasting in
quarries may cause ground vibrations, which could result in cracks in residential
buildings and thereby pose a threat to the safety of their families and future

generations. She questioned clarification on this issue.

In response, the District Revenue Officer, Tiruvannamalai, informed that a
detailed explanation of the project had already been provided through a power point
presentation. It was further stated that the public may submit their views and
objections either in writing or orally, and that all such representations would be duly
recorded and forwarded. The public was requested to formally register their views

regarding the project.

Subsequently, she stated that the concerns raised are acknowledged. She
further conveyed that if adequate safety measures are implemented and all
Government Rules & Regulations are strictly adhered to, support would be

extended for the operation of the quarry.
2, Thiru. Subburamayya, NGO:

Thiru. Subburamayya stated that quarries are not established in all locations,
but only in specific and suitable places. Therefore, everyone should understand
that the establishrﬁent of this quarry in our Palli Village is a benefit and a matter of
fortune for the area. He further stated that there would be no impact on agriculture
or water resources in the village. He_ also mentioned that ten NGOs have jointly

submitted a letter in this regard. Hence, he conveyed his support for the proposed

quarry.
3. Thiru. Suresh, Volunteer:

Thiru Suresh conveyed his greetings to the District Environmental Engineer,
the District Revenue Officer, and the members of the public who participated in the

public hearing meeting. He stated that this quarry has created employment

-



opportunities for both educated and uneducated youth of the local village. He
further emphasized that tree saplings should be planted and that proper monitoring
must be carried out by the Pollution Control Board to ensure that air pollution does
not occur. Therefore, he expressed his support for granting permission to the

quarry without any hindrance.
4. Tmt. Thillai Nayagi, Pallimettu Street, Palli Village:

Tmt. Thillai Nayagi stated that it has been informed that a crusher unit is
proposed to be established. She mentioned that the crusher units already
operating in the area have caused damage to their houses. Although she is
elderly, she emphasized that their children must be able to live safely. Therefore,
she insisted that proper safety measures must be strictly followed in the operation

of the crusher unit.
5. Thiru S. Jagadeesh, Pallimettu Nagar, Palli Village:

Thiru. S. Jegatheesh stated that Thiru. Subburamayya, who spoke earlier,
had mentioned that the establishment of the quarry would be a blessing for the

village. He questioned how it could be considered a blessing.

He further expressed that although it was stated that detailed explanations
about the quarry had been provided through power point presentations, many of the
people present at the meeting were not even clearly aware of why they had
gathered there. He strongly opposed the establishment of the quarry, particularly

since it is proposed to be located in Palli Mettu Nagar.

He pointed out that more than 50 people from Palli Mettu Street were present -
at the meeting, while the total population of the village is around 900. Therefore, he
insisted that the meeting should be conducted within their own village so that all

concerned residents would have a proper opportunity to express their views.

He also stated that their village lacks basic amenities, and those essential
facilities should first be provided. He emphasized that many things are needed for

the welfare of the village. He reiterated that the meeting must be held within the



village itself, noting that while the village has around 1,000 residents, only about 70
~ people had attended the present meeting. He clarified that he was not speaking for

himself, but on behalf of his village.

Further, he requested that the meeting be convened in the village, that the
people be gathered properly, and that the required basic facilities be provided. Only
after that, he said, would they take a decision. He stated that this demand was

being placed on behalf of the general public of the village.
6. Thiru. Madhusudhanan, Palli Village:

Thiru. Madhusudhanan expressed his gratitude for arranging the public
hearing meeting in their village. He stated that, generally, in public hearings related
to stone quarries, people from other Panchayats tend to participate in larger
numbers than those from the concerned Panchayat. However, he noted with
satisfactio‘n that, in this meeting, a large number of participants were from their
own Panchayat. He further stated that approval has been granted to establish the
quarry in Depressed Class land. Since he repeatedly referred to issues concerning
Depressed Class land without focusing on the specific project details, the District
Revenue Officer, Tiruvannamalai requested him to confine his remarks to matters

related to the proposed project.

Continuing his speech, he stated that the primary livelihood of the people
residing in the village is goat and cattle | rearing. However, he alleged that
companies establishing quarries are purchasing lands at high prices. He pointed
out that most of the people residing within a 500-meter radius of the proposed
quarry site belong to Scheduled Caste communities. He further stated that certain
corporate companies are purchasing lands at high prices, obtaining permission for
quarrying, and extracting sto.nes in large quantities. He added that already four or

five quarries are operating within a 500-meter radius.

He questioned how this would improve the livelihood of the local people and

how they would graze their goats and cattle under such circumstances. He stated



that this would ultimately destroy agriculture in the area. Expressing concern over
the granting of permission to establish quarries on Depressed Class lands. Also, he

conveyed his objection to the establishment of the proposed quarry.
7.  Thiru Muniyandi, Pallimettu Street, Palli Village:

Thiru. Muniyandi stated that, as mentioned by earlier speakers, crusher units
have already been established in the village, and even if they protest, the situation
is such that nothing can be changed. Further, he stated that due to the excessive
noise generated from the crushers, we are unable to sleep peacefully at night.
Therefore, he insisted that blasting of rocks and crusher operations should be
carried out only during the prescribed hours. He further stated that the crushers
are being operated even after 6.00 P.M., and hence strict time restrictions should
be imposed. He also pointed out that the noise caused by Lorries during night
hours is very high. In view of these issues, he expressed that such crusher

operations are not required in the village.
8. Thiru Karnan, Pallimettu Street, Palli Village:

Thiru. Karnan stated that all the stone quarries operating in their village are
extracting rocks excessively and without proper limits. He remarked that even if
they say “we do not want the quarry,” it is unlikely to be stopped; therefore, he

insisted that proper road facilities must at least be ensured.

He emphasized that lorries should be driven at reduced speeds so that
school-going children are not affected. He further pointed out that the lorries
transporting stones often carry loads beyond the permitted limits, resulting in stones
falling onto the roads and causing inconvenience and danger. Hence, he insisted

that stones must be transported strictly within the prescribed load limits.

He also expressed concern that wastewater from the quarry should not be
discharged into lakes, as it could contaminate drinking water sources. Necessary
treatment arrangements must therefore be made before discharge. Finally, he

stated that the quarry must henceforth operate strictly in accordance with the



stipulated Rules and Regulations.
9. Tmt. Sundari, Pallimettu Street, Palli Village:

Tmt. Sundari stated that due to blasting, all their wells are collapsing, and

residents are unable to sleep peacefully at night.
10. Thiru Parasuraman, Ramandhangal Village:

Thiru Parasuraman stated that the establishment of quarries is affecting all
the residents of the village, and cracks have appeared in both new and old
houses. He conveyed that it is the opinion of the villagers that no permission

should be granted for any new quarries.

He further mentioned that even after digging deep borewells, water is not
available, and there is not enough space for the safe rearing of goats and cattle.
Therefore, he stated that the existing quarries are sufficient and that any new

quarries are unnecessary for the people.
11. Tmt. Selvi, Pallimettu Street, Palli Village:

Tmt. Selvi stated that the presence of crusher units is causing significant
hardship to them, as her house is located very close to a crusher. She mentioned
that cracks have developed in all their houses, resulting in serious damage.

Therefore, she stated that crushers are unnecessary-for their Palli Village.

She further noted that the water consumed by children is currently
contaminated with blasting chemicals, which is a cause for concern. However, she
added that if the existing crushers are removed, the livelihood of the villagers would
improve, as all the houses in the area are already in a damaged state. She

concluded by stating that this is their request and strongly urged that no new

crushers should be established in their village.

After that, No representation continued from the public for providing

comments.



As no members of the public came forward to continue expressing their views,
the District Revenue Officer, Tiruvannamalai, directed that the public hearing meeting
be concluded, and accordingly, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai, informed that the views expressed by the
public had been duly recorded and that the written representations received would be
forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Tamil Nadu,

and thereby declared that the public hearing meeting had concluded.

Furthermore, regarding the proposed Thiru. Gokulraj Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry Project, a total of 13 written petitions were received from the public, while no
submissions were received via email. No petitions were received at the office of the

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai.

List of public attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs, Pen

Drive and CD recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing are enclosed

herewith.
District Environment Ygﬁla’meer Distfict Rever\ue Officer
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board Tiruvannamalai

Tiruvannamalai

istrict Gllector -
Tiruvalnamalai
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