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TAMIL NADU PCOLLUTION CONTRCL BOARD

Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting of Mis. M. Gandhi Multi Coloured Granite
Quarry located at S.F.No.135/1A, 136/1A & 136/2, Naganur Village, Kulithalai Taluk,
Karur District over an extent of 2.83.0Hectares_held on 24.12.2024 at 11.00 AM in

Rajini_Thirumana Mahal, Manapparai-Kulithalai Main Road, Thogaimalai,Kulithalai
Taluk.Karur District,

Participants

1. Thiru. K. Karunakaran,
Assistant Commissioner (Excise),
Karur District. -

2. ErV, Jayakumar,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Karur District.

3. Participants— As per List.

District Environmental Engineer:
The District Envitonmental Engineer welcomed all the public hearing gathered to

attend the meeting which is being held on behalf of the District Adminisiration and the Tamil
Nady Pollution Control Board. Now, Mis. M. Gandhi Multi Coloured Granite Quarry had
applied to held this public hearing. As per the Environmental Impact Assessment Report of
2008, it is mandatery to seek public apinion on the project. Therefore, this public hearing is
being heid today. In this regard, already an advertisement was published in the Dinathanthi
Tamil daily and The New Indian Express English daily, both dated 20.11.2024. Copies of
the Environmental Impact Aésessment Report related to this project were made available
for public viewing one month in advance at the District Collecter's Office, the District
Indusirial Centre, and the Panchayat Union Office.

He further informed that a wide publicity was. also made in this regard about thé
meeting on 20.12.2024 in Naganur and its surrounding villages through loudspeakers,
pamphlets and posters. A copy of executive summary report in both Tamil and English
regarding the project has also been uploaded to the website of the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board for public viewing. He then requested the Assistant Commissioner (Excise}
to preside over the meeting.

Assistant Commissioner (Excise): )

The Assistant Commissioner (Excise) welcomed the public who attended the public
hearing meeting. He informed that the public hearing regarding M/s.M.Gandhi Multi
Coloured Granite Quarry to be sstablished at SF No. 135/1A, 138/1A & 136/2, Naganur

village is being conducted in accordance with Government guidelings. He also mentioned




that information related to this project has already been uploadad on TNPCB websites. He
has requested the public to express their views clearly and concisely, without any
hesitation. He assured that all the cpinions and grievances raised in this public hearing
meeting would be submitted impartially to the government. The Assistant Commissioner
{Excise} further informed that the project consultant for the quarry would brief the |t;'rc:jeci_
Envirpnmental Consultant, Hubert Enviro Care Systems (P) LTD, Chennai:

He said that all Departmentaf Government cfficials Including Assistant
Commissioner (Excise) and District Environmental Engineer, Press Friends,
Environmentalists and Police Officers are welcome to participate in this Public hearing
meeting. He explained the details of the proposed project as follows.

1. Project Summary
Details of the mine site
Details of the mine permit
Location of the project site
Satellite map of the project site
Fhotograph of the project site
Field survey map (QAAKSH)
Patta copy
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9. Ha registration

10.Land use details of the quarry

11. Project production details

12. 500 meter Hanu mining letter

13. Satellite map of quarries within 500 meter radius
14. Production details for the five years

13. Quarry conceptual pian

16. Five year production and development plan
17.Key features of the project site

18. Water requirement

18. Solid waste generation and management
20.Power and fuel requirement

21.Number of workers

22 List of machinery

23 Air quality in the environment

24. Soil quality in the environment

25. Noise in the environment Quality

26. \Water quality in the environment

27 Assessed ambient air quality (AAC)

28. Environmental management plan (EMP)
29.Green belt development

30. Environmental management plan cost
31.Total cost of the project

32. Corporate environmental responsibility (CEL).




33. Conclusion

District Environmental Engineer: .
He requested the public gathered in the premises to register their name along with

address and address their views regarding the project.

1. Thiru. M. Sakthive! Mettupatti:
Thiru. M. Sakthivel in his address have emphasized that only after the arrival of this

Gandhi quarry, people are getiing employment opportunities for the past 15 years. The
management of this quarry has made various contributions to schools and temples. He
also added that if the quarry project has implemented, it will enhance the livelihood of
nearby residences. Hence, he welcomed the project.

2. Thiru. M. Senthilkumar, President of Swami Vivekananda Youth Welfare

Association, Naganur:

Thiru. M. Senthilkumar in his address, he extended his greetings to the Deputy
Collector of Karur District, Tamil Nadu Pallution Control Board officials, all the Government
officials, the local people and all the villagers. In this public hearing meeting, we request on
behalf of the local people and the Youth Welfare Association of Naganur that this quarry
located in Naganur village should cortinue to function. We have received various benefits -
from this quarry. They have provided many benefits such as education, employment,
sporis, and medicine. They have provided daily employment to the peaple of Naganur
village. This quarry has improved the livelihood of the people of Naganur village. Apart from
that, the training centre for competitive exams conducted by the Central and State
Governments is run by Thiru. M. Gandhi Quarry and through it, | am happy to inform you
that two people from our area, M. Janaki and P. Kumaran, have selected in Government
jobs. Moreover, to improve the skills of the rural youth, sports competitions like Kabaddi
and Cricket are held on Pongal Day, prizes and uniforms are given for them to improve the
sports skills of the youth.

They have adopted the Panchayat Union Primary School in Naganur village and are
improving the strusture of the school and the academic skills of the students. They have
levelled the low-lying areas of the school so that rainwater does not stagnate and cause
health problems. They have provided RO drinking water facilities to improve the health of
the students. During the annual event, students are given prizes, gifts and uniforms to the
winners of various sports competitions. In 2016, when the government's Panchayat Union
Middle School was upgraded to a high school, the students were suffering without a
classroom building. At that time, they accepted the school's request and set up classrooms
so that about 100 students could sit and study. | would like to inform you that they are
continuing to help the school's development and the educational development of the
students in this way. Also, in order to protect the environment, more than 500 saplings have
been planted and protected in all areas including Naganur and Ponnambalam. Also, during
the Corona period, the Panchayat office provided masks, disinfectants and other items to
protect the public from infection. Also, rice and groceries were provided to the poor peaple

in those areas.




They helpad in the construction of temples in Naganur. They alsc levelled the low-
lying areas according to the canvenience of the devotees who came there. They provided
food and drinking water to the devotees who came there. The people of Naganur ares are
benefiting from such welfare schemes and countless assistance by the quarry owners. On
behalf of the Naganur villagers and the Youth Welfare Board, we request the District
Administration to establish this quarry if such welfare schemes are to continue. Moreover,
the livelihood of the individual and the economy are improving. There was a drought aimost
25 years ago. Now, | would like to inform you at this time that various developments have
been seen since the quarry was established. | would like to say thank youand the
establishment of this quarry does not cause any harm to the environment or the people. '

3. Thiru. Ramesh, Krishnampatti:

Thiru. Ramesh has said that there is no objection for this quarry. Youth are getting
emplayment. Thiru.Gandhi is helping the poor and needy people. Se there is no objection
for running this quarry.

4. Thiry. N. Ramamoorthy, Thogaimalai:

Thiru. N. Ramamoorthy has said that there is no objection on behalf of the people of
Thogaimalai area. He has done many things to help the people of villages like Gudalur,
Kallai, Mudalaipatti, Thogaimalai. He has conducted a Kudamuzhuku in Thogaimalai at a
cost of Rs, 20 lakhs. He has built compound wall for the high school. He has given laptops
to the school students. He has repaired a borewell at a cost of Rs. 2 lakhs. Therefore, we
inform you that we have no objection to running this quarry.

5. Thiru. Veluchami, Othaipullivur;

Thiru. Veluchami in his address as introduced himself as a former councillor of
Dthaipuljiyur. If this quarry continues to operate in Naganur, it will provide employment to
100 to 200 people. The village will develop. He has installed street lights for schools and
the public. He has alsp pljrchasecl laptops and RO machines for schools. He has provided
uniforms to children. He has set up water and buttermilk stalls during the summer. He has
provided other facilities. We agree to the operation of this granite quarry.

6. Thiru. Gunasekaran, Kazhukur, Magalipatti: )

Thiru. Gunasekaran, Kazhukur in his address, he extended his greetings to the
Deputy Collector, the Environmental Engineer, the Panchayat President and people who
are attending this public hearing meeting. The credit for turning a poverty village of
Thogaimalai into a place of pride belongs to the respected Mr. Ganghi Rajan. Although the
livelihood of almost the poor and simple students was being affected, he took measures
and with the aim of ensuring that the poor should get education, he identified the educated
youth and personally came forward to award them degrees, diplomas &tc. Alsg, when the
country was affected by Corona, he personally came forward to give NilavembuKasayam
to each and every school. In the summer, he set up a water and butter pavilion and
provided it to the people in a very good way. He also gave food during festivals and earned
the name of "Annadhana Chemmal®. He gave food to 5000, 10000 people. He is the
Chemmal who fed them. Gandhirajan has given food to Ayyarmala Ratnagini temple for




Thaipusam festival and Samayapuram temple festival etc. Before his arrival, this village
was almost backward.

Today, this organization is helping more than 100 workers to increase their
livelinood. Their rural youth have participated in various sports competitions and have
made it to the Indian team at the district and siate levels. He turned ordinary students into
achievers. During the Kabaddi competition, he gave food and earned the name Annadhana
Chemmal. Today, this Institution has helped more than 100 workers to regain their
Iivelihood. He organized a Kabaddi competition at the state level. He organized a world-
class forum and gave students the opportunity to gain knowledge in every situation. School
and college students parficipated in an essay competition in this same palace. Those who
excelled in poetry and speech competit.ions were selected, and those competitions were
not held in one day, they were held for two days and a cenificate of appreciation was given.
The one who spoke best was given a special prize.

Thogaimalaiis a very dry area in Karur district and his aim is that at least 5000
saplings should be planted in each of the 20 panchayat councils every week on Saturdays
and Sundays. The reason why it is green here is because 5,00,000 saplings were planted
in ail the 20 panchayats ih the presence of the panchayat president, councillor, district
;:ievelopment officer, and police officer. The reason why there was rainfall before Corona
and after Coronais because 5 lakh saplings were planted. Heimproves the livelihood of the
poor and simple people should provide all the facilities for agriculture, education, labor
welfare, medical facilities, students, and even gave a 12th grade student the opportunity to
study in a government college when she was unable to study. He himself accepted the
entire 1uition fee. If this quarry is established, it will be very helpful to this village.

7. Tmt. Govindammal, Mettupatti:
She said that she is working and living in Naganur and permission can be given to

this quarry.
8. Thiru. Rajkumar, Naganur:

Thiru. Rajkumar has introduced himzelf as a member of the Naganur Panchayat
Council and extended greetings to the Deputy Collector of Karur District who are leading
this meeting and the District Environmental Engineer. My name is Rajkumar and | am a
ward member of Naganur. Thiru. Senthilkumar has shared the list of names to see how
much they have benefiled the Naganur Panchayat through this company. Sc this guarry
helps school students and the public and it will be an opportunity for them to improve their
livelinood and said that permission can be given to continue operating this company.”

9, Tmt. Palaniamma], Mettupatti:

Thirumathi. Palaniammal has said as follows,
"This quarry giving jobs to ali the people of Mettupatti and giving Diwali and Pangal
bonuses, so permission can be given to this quarry.”
10.Thiru. Sabareesan, Mettupatti: _
Thiru. Sabareesan said that they made me study and helped for the marriage. We

are going to work outside the village, it will be helpful if the quarry is started.



#1.Thiru. Nagarajan, Veeranampatti:

Thiru. Nagarajan has in his address, he extended his greetings to everyone who has
come to this public hearing meeting, including the respected District Deputy Collector. My
name is Nagarajan. | am a former Unien Coungillor from Veeranampatti. The public hearing
meeting is being held in Survey No. 135 and 136 of Naganur village regarding a granite
quarry. This quarry is already functioning as a granite quarry. The Central Government and
the State Governments brought a EIA Notification in 2008 regarding the environmental
impact. In that draft, there are rules for a quarty to operate. There should be no water
bodies, places of worship, or residential houses within a radius of 300 meters around the
quarry. Despite everything being around that quarry, the Village Administrative Officer has
given false ceﬁificates to the Revenue Department. In the survey of that quarry, the water
bodies are in the north direction in Survey No. 151. It is the Venkatajalam water catchment
area. The Revenue Depariment has hidden that pond and brought the certificate from the
Village Administrative Officer.

This is an lllegal as per act. | request you not to destroy the livelihood of the people
with this project. After that, when the district administration beld a consuliation meeting,
advertisements far this public hearing meeting were advertised everywhere. |t is a matter of
opinion that the documents for this public hearing meeting were nat fully attached.
Similarly, we have already gone to public hearing meetings for 100 quarries ‘not only in
Varavanai Kadavur taluk but also across Tamil Nadu. We are not coming these meetings
came willingly or to oppose. We are working considering the environmental impact of the
pubtic. in the last year, we have stopped the operation of more than 10 quarries. The
reason for that is that all of them are operating illegally. | will say the same about this
guarry. You should act within the law, but without conducting any investigation into the
quarries that are operating illegally. ’

If the Tangdan mine is braught intc operation in Madurai today, the livelihood of 4 to
5 districts in its vicinity will be affecied, jList 8s oUr area has been affected by the Chettinad
quarry. Similarly, this area will aiso be affected tomorrow. It is my humble request that we
should not bring this project for anyone's interest. This is a completely illegal and it should
be stopped. ! request that permission not be given for this quarry.”

12.Thiry. K. Rajasekhar, Tharagampatti:
Thiru. K. Rajasekhar has addressed his views as follows,

"My name is K. Rajasekhar, ! live in Tharagampatti. | must say that in most places in
Tamil Nadu, permission is obtained using their political power. They are getting the rights to
extract mineral resources. The situation is now such that if you want to buy a casfe
cettificate, you have to pay a bribe, Ali the officials and people who spoke before are my
relatives. What | am saying is that the government is doing many good things in the
country. Mast of them are heiping the poor and needy by going to work with their own labor.
| am amazed by everything that everyone who spoke now says. You all must have seen
how much illegal activities this same company has carvied out in Madurai Melur.

They are doing good for 10 or 20 people and indirectly looting several thousand
crores of money. There is a water body near this guarry. Who owns this water bady? It



belongs to poor people like you and me. It belongs to those who do not have land. It
belongs to those who herd goats and cows. But what all these companies are doing is that
the company in the trust has bought several thousand acres of land for a company called
Dalmia Cement. There is no way to enter that place, but a citizen like you and me has land
which inside about 200 acres. .

But a barbed wire fence has been put up to prevent you from entering. People are

suffering and living as they are. But | cannot accept this person being portrayed as a god.
Some disabled and beggers are helping schools and poor people.
_ The impact of this quarry is not known now. We will know only after 15 to 20 years.
(While he was speaking, someone stood up and interrupted him. | am expressing. my
gpinion, said Rajasekhar. Scmeone in the meeting stood up and said that his opinion was
. wrong. The District Environmental Engineer asked the public to remain guiet. He said that
they should not interfere in posting their opinions at the public hearing.) Rajasekhar said
that permission should not be given to this quarry. The people in the meeting stood up and
shouted. The Assistant Collector asked the public to maintain silence. The public shouted.

The District Assistant Coliector spoke about civility. He said that his words should
not become harsh at the public hearing. Bring & healthy atmosphere. Everything you say is
being recorded through the camera. A copy of this is being sent to Chennai. You did not
come here to fight. First, know what civility is. Whether you are old or young, you need
something called maturity. Whatever topic is taken, there wili be both good and bad. It is
like a coin with two sides, but we will not make a decision by locking at ane side. Also,
please take your views in a good manner considering the civility of the assembly. If you talk
“to each other, everything that happens in this meeting is recorded.

13.Thiru. M. Nagaraj. Mettupatti:
Thiry. M. Nagaraj has said that he came from Naganur village, Mettupatti. He said

that quarrying is good. He thanked me by saying that it was through this industry that | got
iy children educated, got them married and built a house.
14, Thiru. S. Adaikalam, Gudalur;

Thiru. S. Adaikalam has introduced himself as Panchayat President of Gudalur. A
woman in my Panchayat came to get a 100-day work card. The woman has completed her
coliege studies and she is unable to continue her higher studies. Through Mr. Gandhi got
her higher studies and participated in the Cocoa Games and got a place in the Indian team
and now she is working in Delhi. That woman eams an income of up to one and a half
lakhs per manth. Similarly, an old temple in our village was built at a cost of several lakhs.
The Kudamuzhuk was performed under his leadership. Annadhanam was given to 15,000
pecple under his leadership. The Kudamuzhuk was conducted well,

| am the Panchayat President in my village. | have sown 20,000 paim seeds with

_him to protect the environment of our Panchayat. Apart from that, | have planted 15,000
saplings in my village. If this guarry is approved, he is providing welfare programs to the
nearby vilages and is making sure that all assistance is provided to the surrounding
villages. For example,- he has installed a purification plant in our primary school and

arranged for clean drinking water.



When | was the leader, if you want to go to a small village called Boraikalampatti,
you have to go around 5 kilometers. He has built a one kilometer cennecting road to the
village at his own expense and provided a way to Boraikalampatti. | request that if this
guarty is established, it wilt be heneficial for us and thank you.

15.Thiru. Saravanan, Mettupatti:

Thiru. Saravanan has introduced himself as Vice-Chairman of Naganur Village.
Greetings to the Karur District Revenue Officer, the Environmental Engineer, the public,
journalists, and all social activists. | support this multi-colored granite quarry project. He
has instailed street lights in our village. There are 25 to 30 families in my Vilage. This
quarry has provided employment and planted palm seeds & saplings around lakes and
ponds in our villages. He said that this quarry has done many good things for our villages,

16.Thiru. R, Karuppaiah, Thogaimalai;

Thiru. R. Karuppaiah has said as follows,

‘I would like to express my greetings to everyone who has come to the meeting.
Granite is a prominent industry in all the vilages around Thogaimalal and with the
establishment of this quary in Naganur, that industry further expand throughout Tamil
Nadu. Through this, the people around the viliage have mostly benefited. Since the people
here are talking about the benefits they have received, their opinion cannot be wrong. It is
their personaf opinion,

if there is any hindrance by this quarry in that village, it can be reported at this public
hearing meeting. If you say this has happened here because of this quarry, it is a lie. This
qﬂarry has been working with full commitment for the development of that area. His
involvement will grow further and there is no girls' higher secondary scheol in Thogaimalai.
|'humbly request his help through this public hearing meeting to provide space for a girls'
higher secondary schoot and use the income generated through his business to help the
people of Thogaimalal and the surrounding women. | extend my best wishes for the further
growth of his service and career.”

17.Thiru. R.S. Mugilan, Coordinator of Tamil Nadu Environment Protection

Movement, Karur.

Thiru. R.S. Mugilan in his address, he extended his greetings to District Deputy
Collector, who is the chairman of the public hearing meeting in an area of 7 1/2 acres in
Naganur village, the District Environmental Engineer who is conducting this from the front,
the officials of the Pollution Control Board, the Revenue Department, the Police and all the
departmental officials who participated here, the social activists who parficipated from
various areas, the members of the Formers organization, the quarry owners, and all those
who were invited by the granite and quarry owners.

My name is Mugilan. | am the coordinator of the Tamil Nadu Environment Protection
Movement. | worked for preparing the report on the irregularities worth one lakh thirteen
thousand crores in the granite quarries in Madurai with Honorable Mr. Sakhayam's from
2014 to 2015 as instructed by the Madras Supreme Court, the High Court, the Delhi
Supreme Court, and. He is the reason for the 5000 acre auction passed in the Assembly on
the ninth of {ast month and the 38,000 acre tungsten mineral mine surveyed by the



government and the report given to the government as a document and the govermnment
decree passed by the Assembly as a resolution. '

Now this consultation meeting is not a mesting about what good the guarry owner
has done. Because if this granite quarry is established as explained by the project
designer, everything will be affected, including air, soil, sound, water, biodiversity.
Therefore, an explanation of how we are going to fix that impact, but he did not explain the
impact. He has explained what he will do economically for the people of this area. We do
not know who the owner is. First of all, ToR was approved by the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai vide File No. 10241/ 12.07.2024. It was on
12 07.2024 that these 6 studies was from March 2023 to May 2024. They conducted the
study almost cne and a half years ago. This is legally incorrect.

The Village Administrative Officer has given certificate on page no. vide letter dated
04.07.2023 stating that there are no temples, houses, or water bodies within a radius of
300 meters. We tock a look at the Google map and the village map to study this project.
The marked area is seven and a half acres. This government document shows that there
are houses in the scuthwest and 300 meters directly south of this. Not only that, when we
look at the map, the Mariamman temple and many houses are shown within 300 meters in
this government document. At that time, when my question was that there were houses, |
don't know how the village administration officer could hide it and give a report zaying that
there was not a single house.

In this regard, the quarry owner has bought that land. They have demolished the
house. Therefore, the houses are no longer there. Therefors, it can be said that the houses
will not be counted. In this regard, we asked the government and the Erode District Land

. Survey Office Issued a circular on 02.08.2024, which states that if the houses registered in
the UDR and Natham map registers, they should be recorded as they were initially
mentioned, They have instructed all the land surveyors to verify and record the houses,
plots, and stream paths approved in the distance measurement map report related to the
quarry in the vilage map, field map, and A-Register. Apart from that, they have also said in
Namakkal and many cther districts.

Also, the District Revenue Officer in our district has said that this report should be
mmmmedAtmmtmm.HmmewasahmmeorahmmeatmeUDRdegmepmbdﬂnm
1979 to 1986, whether it was dilapidated or not, it was still a heuse, and the fact that it was
classified as a house or a house cannot be changed in terms of land classification.
Therefore, they have shown that there are temples, houses within a radius of 300 meters,
and not only that, there is a temple in the Venkatachalam pond. This quarry exists with s0
many violations.

Therefore, this Gandhi Granite Quarry cannot operate on a legal basis. They have
given permission for many violations. This has happened in the past. We are doing the
work to regulate all this. If it is according to the rules, it will not stand as Mugilan says. They
will automatically give permission for it. It is not according to the rules so that | am speaking

about it.



Next, he said that there are no streams within a radius of 300 meters. As for this
field, the quarry is located in 135/1A ,138/2& 136/1A. The government document on page
96. Says that the stream that comes from the Venkatachalam pond flows inside the quarry
and there is a stream in field number 135/ A , 136/2 & 136/1A, Then permission cannot be
given to this quarry. Most people would say that this is on lgased land.

It can be said that they can do whatever they want with all the streams and paths in
the leased land and it will not be counted. For this, we have obtained the clarification under
the Right to Information Act in Chepauk, Chennai. They have said that according to Section
15 of Revenue Land Document No. 86, even if these are menticned as geological paths
and geological canals, even if they are on leased land, they belong to the Government. It is
being said through this that the Taluk Officer has the power to recover it if there is any
encreachment on it

The Revenue Officer has given a GO 6442024, even if the stream and road pass
through the lease land, it is the property of the Government. The guarry can be established
only with a gap of 50 meters from the stream, but the stream is inside the quany field. All
the villagers know this. It is because of such violations that permission cannot be given 10
this quarry as per the law. Similarly, a distance of 50 meters should be left for the well.
There is a well in field number 136/1B. It is shown on page 87 in the annex book about it
There.is not even a 20 meter gap for that well. There should be a 50 meter gap. Therefore,
permisgion should not be given to this quarry because of these violations.

Next, accoerding to the orders of various courts, a distance of 300 meters should be-
left, but there is not even a 50-meter distance between the pond and the quarry. |a the
government document, there is not even a 50-meter distance from the Venkatajalam pond,
which is located in field number 151. The Village Administrative Officer did not show this
pond, They have fraudutently hidden the documents that may exist and given this report,
As you all know, iast vear, the District Collector, Prabhushankar, said that a criminal case
should be registered against the Village Administrative Officer Muthushamy in Varavanal
village for giving such fraudulent documents, and a First Information Report was submitted
against him at the Chintamanipatti Police Station.

We are not enemies of the Village Administrative Officer. But we are going to file a
complaint against this Village Administrative Officer because we have a duty and
responsibility to act as per laws. We inform the respected district administration that
appropriate action should be taken against it. Not only that, if you see this quarry fleld,
there is a carriageway in the northern part of the quarry in field number 134 as per
govermnment documents. If they have taid a far road on the same carriageway, then i is a
public road, according to the Minor Mineral Concession Rules. It says that it is a public
road because it is not a solid road that is used frequently, but an artificially laid road, then
the presence of a public road within 50 meters, that is, within 10 meters, in the nerthern
part of the guarry, this quarry cannot be given permission according to the law. Therefore,
according to Section 36/1 of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959, if there is a house,
stream, public road, well, pond, permission cannot be given to the quarry. The villagers
know everything.
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Therefore, no matter where this quatry goes, permission cannot be given according
to the law. If they operate according to the law, we will not have a different opinion. But
there are so many violations. These records have already been made in the past in the
. SE1AA etc. Neither the District Magistrate nor the Pollution Contrel Board can take any
decision. The State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai will take a
decision based on technical grounds and rules. In such decisions, some mistakes were
made in the past, and after we pointed it out, the IAS & IFS officials apologized and took
appropriate action. They said that they will do i properly from now on. Therefore,
permission ¢annot be given to this guarry on legal grounds. You mentioned the Panchayat
leaders about the quarry. If there is & water supply system or a water supply station, the
guarry should be operated at a distance of 500 meters from it.

But there are many borewells and overhead water tanks within a radius of 300
meters and 500 meters of this quarry field. Therefore, permission cannot be given to this
quarry on legal grounds. Not only that, there should be no houses in the government
documents, field maps and village maps, and there should not be any temporary
settlemnents within a radius of 300 meters from the quarry. The reason is that on May 1st, 6
people died in a blast in a quarry in Virudhunagar district. We have taken the maps says
that there are many houses within a radius of 300 meters. There are also settlements.

Therefore, this Gandhi's quarry have so many violations. Not only that, they said
about the green wall. We have been fighting continuously for the last three years and this
year the government is also implementing the climate change plan of planting seven and a
half crore green trees throughout Tamil Nadu due to high temperatures, The quarries and
the granite quarries in the past would have written on paper that they would plant saplings,
which means that in accordance with the law of environmental management, we would
plant saplings. In practice, if there were more than 10 quarries in this area for 10 ar 15
years, this quarry would have planted 1,600 trees. If there were about 40,000 to 50,000
trees, the environment in this area would have been different. _

The quarry operates from 7 am to 5 pm. All these guarries operate day and night,
and the reed blast should be used. The blasting time should be from 1 pm to 2 pm only, Not
only that, the DMK party accepted our request and in the 200th reply in the DMK election
manifesto, it said that from now on we wilt not give any granite quarry to a private person in
Tamil Nadu. The reason is that the government will accept and run it, as far as the patta
land is concerned, only the 3 feet above the land beldngs to whoever owns the patta land.
Everything below that is the property of the government. He said that various assistance
has been provided here. They used to pay just Rs. 2300 per cubic meter for the stone that
can be taken from the quarry. Now they are paying Rs. 3000 per cubic meter, Out ofthe 5
cubic meters that a lorry can carry, thete are 12 cubic meters. The price of Kashmiri white
stones is seventy-five thousand rupees. Normally, the price of a stone is ten lakh rupees.
They hide it by saying that only twenty thousand rupees which is given to the govefnment.

ln Karur, the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister asked for votes by mentioning my name.
People like Mugilan fought and closed the sand quarry. Yesterday, based on the documents
given by Mugilan, the Water Resources Minister also spoke three times in the assembly
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about the tungsten mining project. Now, we have cancelled that tungsten mining project.
According to the law, whosver wants to operate quarries, Mugilan cannot stop it. But if
there are violations, the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority was giving
permission by bribing fifteen lakh rupees for stone quarry and fifty lakh rupees for granite
guarry. We made a protest in Chennai against the SEIAA and all the officials were called
and said thal we have made mistakes in the past. They have promised that we will not
make mistakes again.

Therefore, permission cannot be given according to the law. Not cnly that, 45 types
of documents should be attached to this quarry. There are only 15 types of documents
were attached. 30 types of documents are not attached. When the Honourable Deputy
Collector, the Pollution Contrel Board and the SEIAA ask for permission, thay give 45 types
of documents. There is nothing wrong with uploading it on the internet. | request you to
upload in the future and write a letter about it. You said that the owner helped. They said
that they will provide health insurance, pension and insurance to the workers. Have they
provided it in the past? We should ask under the Right to Information Act. No granite quarry
has provided health insurance and insurance to the workers, When a worker died in the
NTC quarry, we fought and got 24 lakh rupees. Rural roads should not carry more than 10
tons of weight but vehicles are carrying several tons of stones.

Twenty percent of the tax money of the rural people is spent on rural roads, state
highways, and national highways. All those roads will be ruined within three months
because of excess loads. If they carry 1 ton more, you have to pay a fine of 20 thousand.
Also, a fine of Rs. 2000 should be imposed for every excess tons. All the stones should be
left behind. They should be brought in another vehicle.

No quarries should be operated illegally here. Let them operate according to the law.
We have no different opinion. As for Gandhi Quarry, it has violated all the rules and cannot
be given permission according to the law. If SEIAA gives permission by taking money as
the quarry owners said in the past, your generation will also be affected. He concluded his
speech by thanking him for the opportunity.”

18.Thiru. Murugan, Mettupatti:

Thiru. Murugan has addressed his views as follows,

“I' have not spoken on the stage before Various women's clubs have obtained stones
from: this quarry. The people of Naganur village, Mettupatti, Kazhukur, Akkandimedu,
Thogaimalai, Kallipatti, PalayaKallipatti, Pudukkallipatti villages are all working in guaries
for 500 rupees in a day. If these quarries are stopped then we can’t go to Trichy to wark, so
we request you to give permission to this quarry.”

1¢. Thiru. Shamsudeen, Social Activist:

Thiru. Shamsudeen has in his address, he extended his greetings to the Deputy
Collector of Karur District, District Envirenmental Engineer, all the Government officials,
police and the public. My name is Shamsudeen, a social activist, a public servant, and |
have done many welfare projects for the poor and needy people in Karur district. It has
been 20 years since Thirk. Gandhi visited this area. He interacts with the poor people
without any discrimination.
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This quarry has 15 acres of land in Naganur Village. Howaver, there is no harm to the
environment. As far as Karur district is concetned, the paople have no objection to the
operation of the quarry. They say that they are doing it legally in Melur, but tiay are doing
quarry operation as per rule in this area. We. who perorm five prayers in a day, say this
with full heart and self-awareness that there is no harm from this quarry. | have a land in
Naganur. There is no air pollution and sound pollution i this area. This quany is doing
goad for al temples and mosques. In this area, 500 famliies are surviving due to this quarry
uperatio'n. Therefore, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Thiru.Stalin should also recemmend this
guarry. Thank you."

20.Thiru. Nagaraf, Sommanayakicanpatti:

Thiru. Nagaraj has in his address, he extended his greetings to the Deputy Callector
of Karur District, District Environmental Engineer, ail the Government officials, police and

the public. Now a days Thogaimalai looks green because PRP granites is maintaining
various saplings in these areas. And also he said thet the farmers and the public are
surviving by this quarry operation, He welcomed this granite quarry project. .

The Bistict Envitonmental Engineer has said that the opinions of the public from
this public hearing meeting will be recarded in videa and in writing and sent to the State

Enviranmantal impact Assessment Authority, Chennal.

District Envirdnmental Engineegr, Assista ommissioner (Excise),
Tamil Nadu Potlution Conirol Board, Karier District. -
Karur
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