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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting of M/s. G.P. Exports Multi Coloured
Granite Quarry located at S.F.Nos.353/6 (Part), 353/7 (Part), 354/A6, 354/A7,
354/A8, 354/A9,354/A10, 354/A11, 354/A12, 354/A13, 354/A14, 354/A15, 354/B1B,
354/B2, 354/B3, 354/B4,354/B5,354/B6,354/B7, 54/B8, 354/B9, 354/B10, 354/B11,
354/B12, 354/B17(Part) & 354/B20(Part) of K.Pitchampatti Village, KarurTaluk,
Karur District proposed over an Extent of 3.00.00 Hectaresheld on 18.08.2026

at 02.00 P.M in Lakshmi Mahal, Near MuniappanKoil,Chellandipatti Bus

Stop,Velliyanai North Village,KarurTaluk, Karur District.

Participants:

1. Thiru. G. Vimalraj,

District Revenue Officer,
Karur.

2. Er. C. Tholkappiyan,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Karur.

3. General Public - (as per annexure)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur:

The District Environmental Engineer, in his welcome address, extended warm
Welcome on behalf of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to the District Revenue
Officer, Karur, who is presiding over the public hearing meeting for the proposed M/s
G.P.Exports Multi Coloured Granite Quarry at on extent of 3.00.00 hectares across
the aforementioned 353/6 (Part), 353/7 (Part), 354/A6, 354/A7, 354/A8,
354/A9,354/A10, 354/A11, 354/A12, 354/A13, 354/A14, 354/A15, 354/B1B, 354/B2,
354/B3, 354/B4,354/B5,354/B6,354/B7, 54/B8, 354/B9, 354/B10, 354/B11, 354/B12,
354/B17(Part) & 354/B20(Part) inK.Pitchampatti Village, KarurTaluk, Karur District .
He also Welcomed all the public who have come to participate express their views,
and also environmental volunteers, government officials, police personnel and quarry

owners.



As per the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF& CC)
guidelines under the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification 2006,
eight categories of industries require prior environmental clearance. Accordingly, for
certain industries, public hearing meeting must be conducted before obtaining the
Environmental Clearance (EC). Based on the above, if a quarry or cluster of quarries
exceeds 5 hectares individually or as a cluster within 500 meters, the proposed
activity falls under Category “B1" and requires prior “environmental clearance”. On
this basis, following the application submitted by M/s.G.P. Exports Multi Colour
Granite Quarry, the public hearing is being held today. Notices regarding this were
published on 16.07.2026 in “The New Indian Express” and “Daily Thanthi”
newspapers 30 days in prior. Also, copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment
report, executive summary related to the project were placed in the public domain
one month prior at the District Industries Centre, Taluk Development Office, District
Collectorate, and several other offices. Public announcements about the meeting
were made on 14.08.2026 through public address systems, pamphlets, and wall
posters. Furthermore, the executive summary of the project in Tamil and English has
been uploaded on the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board website for public viewing.

He also added that project consultant will explain the details of the proposed
project and the Environmental Impact Assessment report via PPT. Following that,
public may submit their views orally or in writing. He humbly requested those
submitting oral views to clearly and concisely state their name, village, and their
opinions, He then invited the District Revenue Officer to preside over and conduct
the public hearing meeting in accordance with the public's views.

District Revenue Officer:

The District Revenue Officer conveyed his greetings to all the public, and
requested the project consultant to explain the project details to the public via PPT,
and so that the public could then submit their views.

Environmental Consultant, AathiBoomi Mining and Enviro Tech, Salem:

The project consultant explained the project details and the conducted
Environmental Impact Assessment Report details to the public via PPT. He also
elaborated the process and the proposed air and water pollution control measures to
be adopted in the stone quarry. Additionally, he highlighted the benefits of the quarry

project.
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Views of Participants:

1. Mr.B.Sambath Kumar, Karur District Secretary, All India Forward Block

party:
Today, on behalf of our All India Forward Bloc Party, we request that

permission be granted to G.P. Granite Export Company. Industrial development can
take place in this state only if such industries are given permission to operate.
Similarly, these industries will create employment opportunities for many workers
and generate revenue for the government. Only through industrial development can
the state progress toward becoming a leading state. Likewise, we believe that this
granite company will undertake several beneficial projects in the surrounding areas.
Therefore, on behalf of our All India Forward Bloc Party, | request that permission be
granted to G.P. Exports. Thank you.

2. Mr.Shanmugam, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement, Karur

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement, we extend
our gratitude to the District Revenue Officer and the District Environmental
Engineer, who are presiding over and conducting this public hearing jointly
organized by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the Karur District
Administration regarding the G.P. Exports granite quarry.

At this public hearing concerning the G.P. Granite stone quarry at K
Pichampatti, Karur District, the Environmental Impact Assessment report submitted
for the project contains various fraudulent documents and claims that are not based
on facts. Seeking permission by submitting such false or fabricated information is an
offence under the law. The public hearing was held in this very same hall in 2022. At
that time, for this same quarry, we requested that the public hearing be conducted in
the village itself. Based on our request, the then District Collector assured us that, in
future, public hearings would be conducted in the concerned village itself.

However, once again, arrangements have been made to conduct the public
hearing here today. Yesterday, we met the District Collector and submitted a
complaint regarding this matter. In Reddiyarchatram area of Dindigul District, when a
public hearing for a quarry was conducted in a village, all the people of that area
came together and protested, demanding that the public hearing for the quarry be
conducted in their own village, Pudukottai. Based on their demand, the hearing for
that quarry was cancelled. We therefore requested the District Collector to similarly

cancel this quarry hearing as well.



The District Collector handed over that letter to the District Environmental
Engineer yesterday. However, no action has been taken. Nevertheless, this meeting
is continuing. This granite quarry is required to operate under the Tamil Nadu Minor
Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. If a quarry is to be established, it must comply with
the provisions of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. Various
regulations have been prescribed under these rules.

However, within a radius of 300 metres from this quarry site, there are
houses, house plots, village habitation areas, water resources, railway lines and
electricity lines. These facts have been concealed from the Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority. Therefore, | state that permission cannot be granted to this
quarry under any circumstances. There are more than eight houses around the
quarry area. If we calculate the distances based on latitude and longitude, one house
is located just 32.5 metres from the quarry. This is clearly shown on Google Maps
based on its latitude and longitude coordinates.

Similarly, a power transmission line is located 123.53 metres away. We have
taken this measurement from Google Maps based on latitude and longitude. On that
basis also, permission cannot be granted to this quarry. There is another house at a
distance of 157.53 metres, again measured using latitude and longitude through
Google Maps. Another house is located at 186.73 metres. If the rule says that
permission should not be granted when houses are located within 300 metres, there
are more than eight houses within this 300-metre radius. | do not understand how a
public hearing is being conducted in such circumstances. This itself is illegal.

There is a house at 186.76 metres, which is also shown on the Google Maps
based on latitude and longitude. Similarly, there is a house at 62.19 metres, another
at 53.17 metres, another at 285.05 metres, another at 206.56 metres, and another at
172.7 metres. All these locations have been identified using latitude and longitude
through Google Maps.

When there are so many houses within the 300-metre radius, the Village
Administrative Officer has repeatedly provided false information. If you look at the
Environmental Impact Assessment report, particularly page 360, the Village
Administrative Officer has repeatedly provided incorrect information. On this basis
alone, this quarry cannot and should not be established. If this quarry is established,
we will approach the court and take all necessary legal steps to stop its operation. At
every public hearing, the Village Administrative Officers concerned have been

providing false information.
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In the past, in KadavurTaluk, a Village Administrative Officer named
Krishnamoorthy of Varavanai village provided similar false information. He concealed
the fact that, in 1989, the District Collector himself had stated that there was a house
and a temple within 50 metres, and instead reported that there were no house plots
within 300 metres. Based on the complaint and evidence submitted regarding this, a
case was registered against him and the matter is currently pending investigation.

Similarly, in the Chennimalai area, a Village Administrative Officer named
Sivakumar provided false information, based‘on which a case was registered against
him and he was suspended. Likewise, action has been taken against a Village
Administrative Officer in Kokkali village of Tiruchengode for providing false
information. Therefore, | request the Revenue authorities to please examine this
matter properly and take corrective action.

We are living in an extremely difficult situation. Today, we are being warned
about heat-wave conditions with temperatures reaching 107 or 108 degrees
Fahrenheit. We have somehow lived through these conditions, but we do not know
how our future generations will survive. Even in August, the heat has become more
intense than what we normally experience in May. People are severely affected. It
has become difficult even to graze goats and cattle. If you travel from Velliyanai
towards Karur, you can see palm trees drying up. A similar situation occurred during
the severe drought of 2017. Now, in 2026, we are again experiencing an extremely
severe heat wave and environmental stress.

Taking all these factors into consideration, permission should not be granted
to this quarry under any circumstances. There are so many regulations in place, yet
it is difficult to understand how permission could even be considered. We are

informing you that the Environmental Impact Assessment report itself contains false

~and misleading information. The report lists villages within a 10-kilometre radius of

the G.P. Granite quarry. However, it appears to list only the villages on the northern
side in Karur District. The villages on the southern adjoining side in Dindigul District
have not been included.

The Adjoining Map and village map have also not been provided. These
village maps are essential because, during the public hearing, we need to identify
the houses and other structures located in various parts of the area. However, the
Village Administrative Officer has not included those maps in the annexures. We
also request that the Environmental Impact Assessment consultant include all the
relevant documents and supporting records in the report.
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The proposed quarry area is already classified under Seismic Zone II. Two
years ago, there were reports of an earthquake measuring approximately 3.5
magnitude in the Karur—Paramathi area. Around ten days ago, there were also
newspaper reports of seismic activity in an area of Coimbatore. If we want to prevent
such seismic disturbances from affecting our region, granite and stone quarries that
could aggravate such risks must be stopped.

Similarly, about two years ago, an earthquake measuring around 2 on the
Richter scale was reported in Keeranur, Oddanchatram, Dindigul District. Tamil Nadu
has a coastline of approximately 1,075 kilometres. When the tsunami occurred, the
mangrove forests of Pichavaram near Chidambaram were among the areas that
provided natural protection. Because various activities, including extensive mineral-
sand extraction and shrimp farms, have been undertaken in coastal areas in the
name of development, we are withessing increasing impacts from natural disasters.

Therefore, this is an environmentally vulnerable region.This granite company
proposes to excavate to a depth of 35 metres. The report states that groundwater is
available at a depth of 50 metres. The Village Panchayat President from this area is
present here. Please ask him. If they claim that groundwater is available at 50
metres in this area, it shows how inaccurate their information is. In reality, people
have to drill borewells to depths of around 500 or 600 feet to obtain water. In some
places, drilling has already gone to 1,000 feet or 500 feet. Wells have dried up.

If they excavate another 35 metres approximately 110 to 120 feet the
groundwater available in the wells will be affected and this region could turn into a
desert.Pichampatti is already one of the most backward areas in Karur District. Only
about 30 percent of the agricultural land remains, and much of it is rain-fed. Crops
can be cultivated only when there is sufficient rainfall. If this quarry excavates
another 35 metres, especially when another quarry is already operating in the area,
people living there know what the consequences will be.

If the public hearing had been conducted in that area, the local residents
themselves would have come and explained these problems. Therefore, | request
that permission not be granted to this quarry under any circumstances.The
Environmental Impact Assessment report is also required to contain around 35
categories of supporting documents. We have repeatedly raised this issue at every
public hearing. Only when the documents are provided can we study them and make

informed submissions during the hearing.



Instead, companies prepare these Environmental Impact Assessment reports
merely for formality, without attaching all the required supporting documents. Based
on those reports, the authorities proceed with public hearings.Members of the public
attend these hearings and explain the violations. Yet, after six months, we often find
that the quarry has started operating despite all the objections. We are then forced to
struggle continuously on behalf of the people.An A-1 advertisement is required to
ascertain whether there are objections to establishing the quarry. The Village
Administrative Officer should issue the A-1 advertisement, obtain the views of the
local residents, record them and attach them to the documents. That has not been
done.

Similarly, inspection reports from the Tahsildar, Revenue Divisional Officer,
Assistant Director of Mines and other relevant officials are required to be attached.
Those have also not been attached.The industries operating within a 10-kilometre
radius must also be identified because their environmental impacts have to be
assessed. There is reportedly a cement factory in the area, and it is already causing
significant environmental problems.

There is considerable pollution in the Karikkali area. A case concerning this
matter is pending before the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court. A complaint
supported by evidence has been filed alleging that minerals were extracted on a
large scale without proper permission and that water accumulated in the mining area
was being used by Chettinad Cement. That case is pending.Therefore, details of all
industries within a 10-kilometre radius are necessary. Only then can we identify what
industries are operating there, what impacts they are causing, and what additional
impacts may arise from this proposed granite quarry.

The Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules also require a list of all
granite quarries operating in the district to be attached. But no one is doing
this.Details of the explosives licence must also be attached. Illegal explosives are
reportedly being used widely in Tamil Nadu. Wherever we look, there are complaints
of illegal quarrying and the use of explosives without following prescribed
timings.Under the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, quarry operations
are supposed to take place only from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. However, many quarries
operate around the clock, and explosives are reportedly stored and used
indiscriminately while minerals are extracted illegally.

We do not know where these explosives are being procured from. The District
Collector should investigate where these explosives are coming from and take
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appropriate action.Similarly, details of all quarries operating within a 500-metre
radius, including their mining plans and proceedings/orders issued by the District
Collector, have not been attached.A village map signed by the Village Administrative
Officer showing the 300-metre and 500-metre radius around the proposed quarry
site has also not been attached. '

The Groundwater Impact Assessment Report has not been attached either. A
Geological Mining Report should also be provided. Only then can we understand
how much groundwater exists in the area, its quality and hardness, and other
relevant details.Mr.Muruganandam has stated that if a vessel of water from this area
is heated, so much salt remains that it amounts to roughly two spoonfuls. If the water
is already so hard, how will the people in this area survive? How will the biodiversity
survive? The Work Permit has also not been provided.

We allege that the granite quarry project proponents and owners have
concealed various facts and provided false information with the intention of
misleading the government and the public, and have submitted the Environmental
Impact Assessment report without attaching genuine and complete information. The
report states that air, noise, soil and water will be monitored once every six months
while the quarry is operating. But can anyone show us even one quarry in the district
where this has actually been done? The reality is that it has not. Therefore, we
request that all such monitoring reports be attached to the Environmental Impact
Assessment report.

Similarly, under the Terms of Reference issued by the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority, letters from four relevant departments are required to
be obtained and attached. None of them have been attached.Therefore, in future,
information and written responses from the Pollution Control Board and Forest
Department should be obtained and attached. Letters should also be obtained from
the departments concerned with archaeological monuments, historical monuments
and inscriptions and included in the report.

Similarly, information regarding water bodies should be obtained from the
Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board, the Public Works Department and
the Block Development Office and attached to the report.Details of houses and
house plots having DDCP approval in the area should also be provided. Details of
major temples should be obtained from the Hindu Religious and Charitable

Endowments Department, and those letters should also be attached.All these



documents should be incorporated into the Environmental Impact Assessment report
before conducting the public hearing. |

A granite quarry is supposed to operate only from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. But
this is not being followed.Similarly, blasting is supposed to be limited to one or two
blasting operations, but that is not what is happening. Blasting is reportedly carried
out as early as 7:00 a.m. and again around 6:00 p.m. Numerous complaints have
been received from different parts of Karur District. There are also complaints
regarding KandanBluemetals. We do not know where they are obtaining their
explosives, but explosives are reportedly being used on a large scale. Complaints
have been made against them, but no action has been taken.

Only permitted types of blasting materials and prescribed methods are
supposed to be used. However, people’allege that such rules are not being followed

and that prohibited explosive materials are being used to break and extract

. rocks.These regulations must actually be enforced. Only then can quarries be

allowed to continue operating.When illegal activities and the use of explosives cause
harm to the public, people are forced to unite and protest. Otherwise, we will have no
option but to approach the courts and seek closure of such quarries.

Similarly, instruments to monitor and control ground vibrations caused by
blasting are supposed to be used. However, we have inspected approximately 40—
50 quarries in Karur District, and, to our knowledge, we have not seen such
vibration-monitoring equipment being used anywhere. This causes significant
damage. Similarly, all industries and quarries operating in Pichampatti and
elsewhere in Karur District with approvél from the Pollution Control Board should be
required to display proper name boards.There are seven quarries in Pichampatti.
Please go and see whether any of them have proper name boards. A person
passing through the area may see that something is being operated, but may not
even know which quarry is functioning.

There is also a cement factory in Thalapatti, reportedly operated by a person
named Vijayakumar under the name UltraTech. | have been requesting for the past
ten years that a proper name board be installed, but even today the board does not
clearly identify the establishment.There is also a chemical factory behind it. The
public should know which industries are operating in the area and which industry
may be responsible when pollution or other problems occur. That is why name
boards are required.We request that this requirement also be enforced and

documented.



Similarly, companies repeatedly claim that they will establish green belts.
Please show us any quarry where a proper green belt has actually been
established.The project report showed a photograph as evidence. Please look at the
photograph and see whether there is any real green belt. On Google imagery, the
area appears largely barren, with excavated pits and piles of soil and rock. There is
no indication of meaningful tree plantation.Quarry and granite companies throughout
Tamil Nadu repeatedly provide such false claims regarding plantation.

There are also rules requiring native tree species to be planted. But here they
plant exotic species such as teak and other non-native varieties. Such species
should not be used where native trees are prescribed, because native species are
more appropriate for mitigating environmental impacts.A quarry is required to
maintain trees over a certain proportion of its area. Every quarry claims that it will
plant 500 or 1,000 trees. But in reality, many quarries have not planted them.

The same is true of this quarry. If we go and inspect it, we will find that there
is hardly any meaningful tree plantation. The people of Pichampatti, along with our
panchayat representatives, are trying to plant around 10,000 trees in the area. But
even the quarry operators have not been willing to help provide water for those
saplings. Yet they claim to be undertaking large-scale development activities.If we
increase the green cover, only then can the environmental conditions improve and
rainfall patterns potentially be supported. Karur District is said to have one of the
lowest levels of green cover in Tamil Nadu, at around 2 percent. Even Tiruppur
District has around 4.5 percent. In Karur District, most of the existing green cover is
concentrated in the hilly areas of KadavurTaluk.In areas such as Paramathi,
Punnamchathiram and Aravakurichi, the land is extremely dry and backward. People
can survive only when there is adequate rainfall. Therefore, native trees should be
planted. Volunteers in the area have already planted trees, and the government
should provide water to help those trees survive.

Details of the Mining Plans, final pit dimensions and other relevant information
for all operating and closed quarries should also be attached to the Environmental
Impact Assessment report. These have not been attached.The report also claims
that adequate worker welfare and safety measures will be provided at the new
quarry. It says that safety equipment and other protections will be provided.However,
approximately 10 to 12 people have reportedly died in quarry-related accidents in
Karur District alone.Even two weeks ago, a truck reportedly fell from a height at a
quarry operated by KandanBluemetals and licensed in the name of S.K.
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Krishnasamy. This appears to have resulted from negligence and inadequate safety
measures.They claim that they provide benefits and insurance and contribute to ESI,
But if we ask whether such contributions are actually being made and whether
workers are receiving the benefits, there appears to be no evidence of this in many
quarries.We have filed RTI applications seeking this information, but we have not
received proper information.This is the situation that prevails. False information is
repeatedly being provided.Similarly, they claim that air quality is monitored every
three months, but they do not specify exactly where the monitoring is
conducted.Water samples can be collected and tested relatively eésily. But
continuous electricity is required for air-monitoring equipment, and we need to know
where the equipment is installed and operated.

If they say that the equipment was operated from a person's house, there
should be an electricity bill showing the corresponding consumption. For example, if
Mr.Murugesan normally pays 1300 for electricity and the monitoring equipment was
operated continuously for three months, there should be a corresponding increase in
electricity consumption. We should be able to verify whether the equipment was
actually operated there.The monitoring locations and supporting records should
therefore be submitted as part of the report.

Otherwise, people simply sit in an office, claim that air quality was monitored,
and produce a report three months later.During 2019 and 2020, there were instances
where reports relating to air, water, noise and soil pollution were allegedly submitted
in the name of an "Omega” laboratory in Namakkal that did not actually exist. A
mining company called Geo Express reportedly conducted public hearings for
around 150 quarries based on such reports.\WWe complained to the Karur District
Collector and sought an investigation. We were informed that such a company did
not exist and that the person associated with it had already been dead for four years.
Action should be taken in relation to such fraudulent practices as well. ‘

This quarry's vehicles will travel on a panchayat road. There is a legal
restriction that vehicles on such roads should not carry more than 10 tonnes.
However, vehicles from this quarry are reportedly transporting individual loads of 15
or 20 tonnes.They claim to provide some CSR amount for schools and villages. But
even if 111 crore is spent constructing a road, it will not last three years if overloaded
quarry trucks repeatedly use it. Therefore, the local people should monitor whether
the vehicles are carrying only the permitted 10 tonnes. If they are carrying more,
action should be taken.
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This will prevent damage to roads constructed using taxpayers' money.Look
at the Velliyanai road. You can see how badly damaged it is. Roads last only about
two years and then become full of potholes. Heavy trucks carrying 70 or 80 tonnes
have caused severe damage in the past. This must also be monitored. The quarry
operators claim that they provide CSR amounts. But the amounts they provide are
insignificant compared with the environmental and infrastructure costs imposed on
the local community.

We pay taxes on almost everything we purchase. Roads and other public
infrastructure are built using taxpayers' money. Therefore, those roads should not be
destroyed by overloaded quarry vehicles. If people remain vigilant, we can protect
these public assets. Appropriate action must also be taken in this regard.Even if
granite quarry operators provide incorrect information and obtain permission, the
Pollution Control Board's guidelines for industries state that permission can be
cancelled if false information has been provided.

Last week, the District Collector reportedly cancelled the permissions of six
quarries in the Pathupudur area because they had extracted minerals far beyond the
quantities permitted under their licences.Similarly, nine quarry licences in
Chennimalai were reportedly cancelled. These actions were taken because the
quarries had extracted minerals in excess of the permitted quantities. Therefore, we
request that all quarries in Karur District be surveyed using latitude and longitude
coordinates and that quarries violating their approved limits be fined, including the
prescribed penalty of 15 percent where applicable. The licences of quarries found to
be in violation should also be cancelled.

In the past, the documents provided for public hearings were available only in
English and not in Tamil. Following continuous protests over the last four or five
years and complaints to the Tamil Development Department, the documents are now
being provided in Tamil. We are therefore able to read the documents and barticipate
meaningfully in public hearings.Our request is that, whenever a quarry is proposed in
a particular village, three or four copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment
document should be kept in that village for public access.

The company should place them in accessible public locations so that
residents can read and understand them. Instead, the Pollution Control Board comes
to the village and publicises the hearing only around the 14th of the month. Nobody
can read such a large document in a single day.Even people trained in geology and
mining cannot fully study such a document in one sitting. It would take several
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days.Therefore, the documents should be made available at least 10 to 15 days in
advance in village libraries, Village Administrative Offices, Block Development
Offices and other public locations.

The residents should be informed that a stone or granite quarry is proposed in
their area, that it may have certain environmental impacts, and that the relevant
documents are available for them to study and provide their comments.The company
may spend Rs.2 lakh or Rs.3 lakh advertising in English newspapers, but who in
these villages reads those English neWspapers’? Instead, even a simple Rs.2,000
expenditure to print 20-by-20-inch notices and display them throughout the 10-
kilometre area around Pichampatti would make far more people aware of the
proposal.People would see the posters and understand that a public hearing is being
conducted in their area regarding a quarry and that there could be environmental
impacts. That would create awareness and encourage people to participate.

For all these reasons including houses, house plots, village habitation areas,
railway lines, water bodies and electricity lines within the 300-metre radius—I
request that permission for this quarry not be granted under any circumstances.

3. Mr. P. Sakthivel, Ex. President, Pichampatti Village Panchayat, Karur

Greetings, | extend my greetings to the residents of K. PichampattiPanchayat
and to all the friends who have come to participate in this G.P. Granite public
hearing.l had already strongly stated at the previous meeting that this public hearing
would be valid only if it was conducted in our area. Otherwise, the meeting should
once again be cancelled and conducted in our area.l have already recorded my
views for more than an hour at the previous meeting. That recording is available on
the District Environment website, and | have personally accessed it.Therefore, | do
not wish to repeat all those points again.

This meeting should be cancelled and conducted in our own panchayat. We
have a much larger community hall in K.P. Thuraiyur where the meeting can be held.
Only if the meeting is held there will it be meaningful.People from our area have not
come here. Therefore, | do not wish to offer further comments. If the meeting is
conducted in our area, | will record my views strongly.l want to make just one
additional point. You have mentioned royalty the amount paid as royalty for the
minerals extracted. Granite quarry owners pay an amount to the District
Administration under the CSR Fund.

Quarries have been operating here for 10 or 15 years. If even 10 percent of the
CSR Fund amount payable by these quarries had been returned to our village
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panchayat on a priority basis, our village would have developed significantly by
now.That money appears to be utilised by panchayats in Chennai and other districts.
Money generated from our area should also contribute to the development of our
own village. If 10 percent had been allocated back to our panchayat on a priority
basis, our village would have developed vconsiderably.l record this point strongly and
thank you for giving me this opportunity. Thank you.

4. Mr. N. Muruganandam, Alamarathupatti, Karur

Greetings. My name is Muruganandam, and | am from Alamarathupatti No
matter how many times | speak, the issue is the same. The environmental situation
in our area is extremely bad. There is no drinking water. Even when the village
panchayat pipeline breaks, there is no money to repair it. Everything is in a poor
condition.We have been requesting a compound wall for an Anganwadi centre for
nearly six years. Instead of providing welfare and basic facilities for the public, it
seems as though the objective is to force people to leave the area and move to
urban centres. Agricultural lands and livestock are declining.

Even when we speak to doctors, they say that livestock numbers are no
longer what they used to be. Everything has declined.l do not understand how
development can be measured by destroying people and their livelihoods. There was
a newspaper report claiming that trees worth Rs.20.49 crore were being planted in
our area. But it is extremely difficult to grow even one tree here because there is no
water.If the only answer is “there is no water,” what kind of development can take
place? What will this granite quarry bring to Pichampatti? What development will
occur there?

As my brother mentioned earlier, we had to struggle even to get our own
panchayat office building. Otherwise, the panchayat office would have continued
functioning somewhere else.There is no drinking water, no livelihood support and no
meaningful development in the panchayat. People can eat only if they go out and
work.l myself have to go and work as a painter to earn Rs.500 or Rs.600 a day. |
have left my work to come here and speak.Many others do not have the time to
come here and raise these issues because they are struggling simply to earn their
daily income.If you want ordinary people to follow rules, impose the same standards
on officials. If an ordinary citizen applies for a licence, they say that eight
requirements must be fulfilled before a licence is issued. In the same way, make tree
plantation a condition and issue the order only after it is fulfilled.Even while we are
sitting here speaking, work is taking place at another quarry. | have seen that-they
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complete and clean the site before the formal process is even finished. How can this
be fair to ordinary people?

Similarly, workers under the 100-day employment scheme are supposed to
receive Rs.336 per day, but they are sometimes paid only Rs.250 or Rs.200 after
deductions on the ground that they did not work properly.If officials were paid
according to how much work they actually performed, we would see how that system
works. Poor people, elderly people and daily-wage workers are treated this way.
They say that workers have not worked properly and therefore reduce their wages.
But who questions officials when they fail to perform their duties properly?

Whatever complaint we raise ultimately goes to the District Administration. If
there is a problem because trees have not been planted in our village, we report it.
We sacrifice our daily earnings to come here and speak. But what administration
actually takes action?We are not asking for anything extravagant. We are only
asking you to plant trees and protect nature. TNPL is also a factory and there have
been various complaints concerning it. | am not denying that. Go and see the area—
it is difficult even to feel the sun in some places.They reportedly say that trees worth
Rs.20.49 crore have been planted, amounting to around 180,000 trees. Please show
us where those trees have been planted in the panchayat.

There is nothing. Everything appears to be false.If the government says it will
be corruption-free and honest, what else can an ordinary citizen say?Come and
inspect our village. The heat is even worse here. There are perhaps 20 quarries
around us. Some have been excavated to depths of 200 feet. They say the
abandoned pits will be converted into rainwater-harvesting structures.Such things
are also mentioned in reports and officials sign them, but we do not see them being
implemented.As far as | know, onlyb for quarry public hearings do all the officials give
such importance. When we submit petitions requesting tree plantation, we do not
receive similar support.

VWe have to struggle to grow trees ourselves.What kind of development is this
if nothing is being done for the people?If the government is doing well, the people
should also be doing well. Individuals and communities should be able to improve
their lives. We have no proper drinking water and even livestock-rearing
opportunities are disappearing. How can we accept this?How many years are we
expected to keep shouting about the same problems? Many people cannot attend
because they have to work. Only a small number of people from
PichampattiPanchayat have come here. | keep repeating the same points. | request
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government officials to pay careful attention and take action. Karur District receives
considerable revenue from quarries, and perhaps our panchayat generates a
significant amount of revenue through granite and coloured granite quarries.

Large quantities of stone have been extracted from our area. But look at our
village it looks like a barren landscape from a disaster movie. There is no meaningful
development.If a pipeline breaks, we have to complain repeatedly. Even something
as simple as a streetlight not functibning can take ten days to resolve.The
Anganwadi compound wall has been damaged for five years and has still not been
repaired. If even that cannot be addressed despite informing the district
administration, what more can we ask?

My child attends the Anganwadi. Quarry lorries pass immediately in front of
the school. There is not even a three-metre safety distance. A child can run out of
the building directly onto the road, and there is no proper compound wall.l am not
asking for anything for myself. | can earn and feed myself But there are many
ordinary people who depend on the government. What does “government” mean if
not the community supporting and protecting its people?

Why should we oppose the quarry? Quarries have been operating here for so
many years. People have been extractihg minerals and leaving. Many people have
sold their land and moved to Rayanoor. Only a few remain.Everyone in the village
used to be a farmer. My father cultivated crops using irrigation methods in the 1980s.
After that, the groundwater level fell. Now water is found at depths of around 1,500
feet. How can people keep drilling borewells and continue farming?Earlier, there
might have been around 14 farmers in a village. Now there may be only one farmer,
and even that person is cultivating only drought-resistant crops such as Drumsticks.

If nothing is done to improve their livelihoods, how can you expect people to
support development projects?Regarding this quarry, | keep repeating the same
thing: operate honestly and follow the rules.If you operate honestly, I will say it again:
the harm we do to nature will certainly have consequences.Thank you.

5. Mr. M. Muralidhasan, Vellakkavundanpatti, Karur

Greetings. Everyon'e has been explaining their grievances, and | also want to
speak about the same issue.Our basic needs must be provided. Whenever a
corporate company comes to a village, it should provide basic facilities for the
people. We make this request to the government officials and political
representatives, and we make the same request to corporate companies. Please
create employment opportunities for the young people in this area. Please do
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whatever possible for the welfare of the people through your corporate
company.With that expectation and confidence, we are willing to support the project.

6. Mr. S. Rahuman, K.Pichampatti, Karur

My opinion regarding the public hearing conducted jointly with the Tamil Nadu

Pollution Control Board is that permission should not be granted for the

Multicoloured granite quarry.Why should permission not be granted? This is already

| an area where quarrying has taken place.There may be only a small portion of the

PichampattiPanchayat affected, but seven quarries are operating there. The
fundamental qUestion is whether people can continue to live there at all.

A panchayat is built around villages. Cities develop because of villages, and
nations develop because of cities. If villagers are driven out, where will they go?
Therefore, permission should not be granted for the G.P. Granite quarry.The
company has submitted an assessment report, but the report differs completely from
the actual conditions on the ground. The reality on the ground is different. The report
submitted by the company appears to contain fabricated or inaccurate information.
This has become evident from what previous speakers have said and from the report
itself.

As already mentioned, government officials should also act fairly. People depend
on officials. If officials themselves provide false information for personal benefit, that
is extremely wrong.It is unacceptable to put the lives and livelihoods of lakhs of
people at risk for the benefit of one individual or company.Therefore, permission
should not be granted to the G.P. Granite quarry. Similarly, there are very few trees
in Pichampatti village. The Panchayat President has already mentioned this, and
local people have also stated the same.

There is a need to plant more trees.The quarries should take responsibility for
plantation where required, but they have not complied with the existing rules.The
government should make efforts to restore the ecological conditions of
PichampattiPanchayat and enable both people and other living organisms to survive
there. Permission should not be granted to G.P. Granite. There is also a drinking-
water problem in the area. This problem is partly related to quarrying
activities.Quarries have been excavated far beyond the depths permitted under
government rules, and government officials have allegedly facilitated such violations.
The Village Administrative Officer is required to inspect these quarries. The Tahsildar
and Revenue Department officials also have inspection responsibilities, and the
District Collector has responsibilities as well. However, it is not possible for the
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District Collector or senior Revenue officials to personally inspect every quarry. That
is why there is a Village Administrative Officer. If the administration functions
properly, illegal quarrying can be stopped and the villages can be made habitable for
the people.Therefore, we strongly oppose the establishment of this quarry. Thank
you.

7. Representative of Public, Mookanangkurichi, Karur:

“There is no point in expressing our views because nothing happens. Every time
we come and give our opinions, you still grant permission.If the problem concerns
PichampattiPanchayat, the public hearing should be conducted in Pichampatti Why
are you conducting the meeting 15 kilometres away? Why not conduct it in
Pichampatti village?If you need a venue, we will arrange one. Why do you insist on
conducting it here? We have said this at every public hearing. We have repeatedly
submitted all our objections and supporting information, yet permissions continue to
be granted and quarrying continues.Have you ever issued anything in writing stating
that this should not be done?

If written objections are sufficient, why are you asking us to come here for a
public hearing?We can submit our written objections in Pichampatti itself Why are
you conducting the hearing here?You say that there is no marriage hall nearby. We
are willing to make all arrangements.You continue granting permissions while the
environmental damage continues.We have repeatedly asked you to conduct the
hearing there. There is no legal requirement that a public hearing must be held at a
particular distance. The rules say that it should be conducted at a location that is
convenient for the public and where people can assemble.

If a private hall had been available near K. Pichampatti, you could have rented
it and conducted the meeting there.If this had been brought to my attention earlier,
arrangements could have been made to change the venue.l only came to know this
morning that Lakshmi Mahal at K. Pichampatti is available at such a distance.If this
had been brought to my knowledge a week earlier, before the newspaper
publication, we could perhaps have arranged another venue that was more
convenient for the public.For future public hearings, the Pollution Control Board
should take this into consideration and, as far as possible, arrange the meeting close
to the quarry.Even if a hall is unavailable, a large shamiana can be erected and the

public can be assembled there for the meeting.”
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District Revenue Officer, Karur:

“We will certainly follow that ihstruction, Sir. As far as this meeting is
concerned, the newspaper publication has already been completed. Therefore, we
will obtain the views of the people present here and forward them for the required
approval. For the next public hearing, the Pollution Control Board will make
arrangements closer to the proposed quarry site in accordance with the request of
the public.”

The participant further stated:“Somalia was once a prosperous country like
Tamil Nadu. By allowing multinational companies to excavate land and extract
resources in this manner, the country reached its present condition. Instead of
conducting a public hearing, you could simply have asked us to submit petitions. We
would have submitted them. We already submitted a petition on Monday. Why, then, -
are you conducting a public hearing?”

8. District Revenue Officer, Karur:

‘I have already answered you. | do not think you have taken note of what |
said. For future meetings, | have said that we will arrange a venue nearby, either a
hall or a large shamiana. For this meeting, the newspaper publication has already
taken place, so we will obtain the opinions of the people here and proceed with the
required process.” The participant then concluded: “Those who excavate soil,
mountains and trees may appear successful today. But ultimately, their families and
future generations will suffer. Please remember that.” The officials then asked
whether anyone else wished to speak. If not, the meeting would be concluded.

9. Mr.Sudhakar, Salem

“Greetings to everyone. My name is Sudhakar and my native place is Salem.

Everyone knows Salem District. It has developed significantly through mining. Mining
education, particularly for coal and various minerals, was historically concentrated in
North India. But if we look at South India, Salem District is considered a major mining
hub. Many minerals are available there granite, magnesite, bauxite and several
others.My father was a Mining Engineer. He went to North India to study mining
engineering. After completing his‘studies, he obtained employment here, initially as a
supervisor and eventually became a manager. In the same way, | want to explain
how mining can also provide opportunities for people to improve their lives.For
positions such as crane operators, mining supervisors and other technical jdbs,
companies often bring workers from North India because our young people have not
received adequate training for these jobs.The problem is that our young people are
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not being given sufficient opportunities or training in mining. From what | have heard
today, nobody is saying that mining should never be done. What people are saying is
that if mining is carried out according to the prescribed norms, it is acceptable, and if
employment opportunities are provided to local people, that would be beneficial.

That is what | want to emphasise. There are many employment opportunities
available in this sector. Today, people complete B.E., M.B.A. and other higher
degrees, but many of them end up earning only 110,000 or 115,000 a month. They
may not have permanent employment. Someone may work in an IT company and
suddenly lose their job. At the same time, there is a shortage of people willing to
perform skilled physical work. Jobs such as crane operation, drilling, electrical work
and plumbing can provide good income. A plumber or electrician may sometimes
earn Rs.1,000 or Rs.2,000 a day, which can be more than what a highly educated
person earns in certain circumstances. Therefore, mining can provide substantial
employment opportunities.

| believe that mining can provide good livelihoods and development
opportunities for our people, provided that everything is done properly and according
to the law.That is what | wanted to say on my behalf. Thank you for giving me this

opportunity.”

District Environmental Engineer:

“First of all, | would like to thank the District Revenue Officer for presiding over
and conducting this public hearing.l also thank the members of the public and
environmental activists who participated in this public hearing and expressed their
views. | would also like to thank the police personnel who provided the necessary

security for the meeting.

PGz \7

District Environmental Engineer, District Ravenue Officer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, KarunDistyict.
Karur.
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