MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH
STONE QUARRY OF M/s. CHOZHA GROUPS, S.F. No: 27/1A (BLOCK - 2),
ELAMBALUR VILLAGE, PERAMBALUR TALUK, PERAMBALUR DISTRICT
OVER AN EXTENT OF 1.80.0 HECTARES ON 28.07.2026 AT 10:30 A.M. IN M/s.
MAHALAKSHMI MAHAL, NEAR GRAND SUPER MARKET, ELAMBALUR

ROAD, PERAMBALUR.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:

1. | Mr. S. Sornaraj : | Personal Assistant to the District Collector

(Géneral)/Deputy Collector,
- | Perambalur District.

2. | Dr.D.Sugumar : | District En\}ironmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perambalur District.

PROPRIETOR: 7

3. Proprietor - M/s. Chozha Groups Rough stone quarry of M/s. Chozha Groups,
S.F.27/1A (Block — 2),
Elambalur Village,
Perambalur Taluk,
Perambalur District.

The total number of people who attended the meeting, including the Proprietor of the
quarry, Government Officials, Environmental Activists and the General Public, was 121.

(copy of the attendance register is attached herewith).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur,
said “Good morning to everyone, Welcome the Personal Assistant to the District Collector
(General)/Deputy Collector who presiding over the public hearing meeting for the proposed
rough stone quarry of M/s. Chozha Groups, S.E.No. 27/1A (Block-2), Elambalur Village,
Perambalur Taluk , Perambalur District covering a total extent of 1.80.00 hectares and

welcomed the other government officials, the public, volunteers, friends from the press and




media and police department on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the

Perambalur District Administration.

As the proposed project falls within the quarry cluster of 500m radius with the total extent of
7.50.0 Hectares, the Public hearing is being held to obtain Environmental Clearance from the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority and the press release regarding the
meeting to be held today has been published 30 days in advance in ‘The New Indian Express’
English newspaper and ‘DinaThanthi’ Tamil newspaper dated 17.06.2026.

Further, this public hearing meeting has already been advertised through pamphlets, posters
and loudspeakers to inform the public living in Elambalur and surrounding villages. The
Project Environmental Consultant will explain the proposed projects in detail and after that,
the public can register their comments one by one by giving their name and address, and the
comments of the public so registered will be recorded in audio and video format and sent to
the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. Now, the environmental consultant

will explain the project description”.
Project Consultant: Explained the project to the public through a Power Point Presentation.

Personal Assistant to Collector (General) said: “Those who wish to express their opinions
can come forward here and state your name and the village you are from and one by one can

come forward to express your views.”

{District Environmental Engineer: He said that all the opinions register by public have
been recorded and Public may record your opinions after stating your name and village

details}.
{There was some commotion, then the meeting continued}.

Personal Assistant to Collector (General): All members of the public can remain calm and
record their opinions. Please state your views on whether you want the quarry or not. You

may record your opinions after stating your name and village details. }

1. Thiru. Jeyakumar, Elambalur

None of us were aware that a stone quarry in our area was going to be auctioned. We only
learned about this public consultation meeting, being held at Mahalakshmi Mahal, after
receiving the information this morning. The fact that the meeting was scheduled in
Perambalur instead of Elambalur raised suspicions that something was being concealed. It
was only after arriving here that we understood the seriousness of the situation. We had never



even seen the individuals whose photographs were displayed on the screen in Elambalur.
Many families have already suffered due to the severe dust pollution caused by the existing
quarries. Stone-crushing activities have also damaged agricultural lands, rendering hundreds
of acres unsuitable for proper cultivation. There are also allegations that stone extraction in
the Samathuvapuram area has exceeded the permitted limits.

Since this meeting is being conducted without properly informing the public, we strongly
oppose the proposed new quarry. If the authorities proceed with the auction despite our
objections, we will mobilize, submit a petition to the District Collector's office, and, if
necessary, meet the Minister in person to voice our opposition.

. Thiru. Mohanraj, Elambalur

Blasting at the quarries causes intense vibrations that shake our homes. It has become
impossible to live peacefully in that area. Therefore, we do not want this quarry.

. Thiru. Selvakumar, Elambalur

The public in our area was not properly informed about this public hearing meeting.
Also, the size and extent of the proposed quarry were not clearly explained. Although
information was shown on a screen, it was not presented in a way that ordinary people could
easily understand. If even educated people find it difficult to understand, how can the general
~public be expected to understand it? People living near the existing quarries are already
suffering because of the blasting. Their houses shake during blasting, and the constant
movement of heavy lorries causes problems for children and. other residents. The Perumal
Temple on the hill in Elambalur has also been affected. Dust and smoke from the quarry
make it difficult for devotees to visit the temple. Therefore, we absolutely do not want this

quarry.

. Thiru. Suresh, S/o.Selvaraj, Elambalur

The name of the village is wrongly mentioned in the advertisement issued for the
stone quarry auction. Therefore, this public hearing meeting should be cancelled until the
correct village name and other details are clearly confirmed. The Revenue Department
officials should also take note of this mistake. The existing quarries already cause severe dust
pollution. Therefore, we do not want this proposed quarry.

. Thiru. Sundarrajan, Elambalur

It has been announced that a public consultation meeting is being held here. However,
it is unclear whether information regarding this meeting properly reached all the residents of
Elambalur or if they actually participated in it. The concerned Village Administrative Officer
and relevant administrative officials must provide an explanation regarding this. On behalf of
the residents of our village, we wish to express our opposition to the establishment of this

. stone quarry.



6.

Thiru.Dharmasivam, Elambalur

Good morning to the residents of Elambalur village. Some people are currently opposing

the proposed quarry. However, quarries have been operating in this area for many years. The
stones and other materials needed for construction projects are supplied from here to many
places. Therefore, I request the authorities to grant permission for the quarry and ensure that it is -
operated in a way that does not cause any inconvenience to the public.

10.

11.

12,

{Personal Assistant to District Collector (General): He said that if the public wishes to

submit any petitions, they can come and hand them over to me}.

Tmt.Maheswari, Elambalur

A quarry is already operating in our area. I request the authorities to grant permission
for this quarry as well and ensure that it is operated in a way that does not cause any
disturbance or inconvenience to the general public and the villagers.

Thiru. ....S/0. Bojan, Elambalur (Name not mentioned)

This quarry is not needed for our village. Thérefore, we do not want the quarry.

Thiru. Ajith, Elambalur

If this public hearing had been conducted near the Elambalur Village Panchayat
Office, more members of the public would have participated. Only a low number of people
have come here. Furthermore, it appears that the existing quarries have already been
extracting stones at a very high depth. Therefore, we believe it is best to stop this.

Thiru. Deva, Elambalur

Many people were not properly informed about this public hearing meeting. The
Village Administrative Officer should have announced it properly so that everyone could
attend. If the meeting had been held at the Elambalur Panchayat Office, many more people
would have participated. Stone quarries cause many problems, such as environmental
damage, dust pollution, cracks in houses, and heavy lorry traffic. Because of these problems,
people are not even able to live peacefully at night. Therefore, we do not want a stone quarry
in Elambalur. We oppose this proposed quarry because we want to protect our environment
and ensure a safe and healthy future for the next generation.

Tmt. Chellakka, Elambalur

Greetings. The government should always take into account the welfare of the poor
and the welfare of the people of Elambalur village, and make good decisions.

Thiru. Dineshkumar, Thaneer panthal, Elambalur

I have been working in the quarry for the past 50 years. Many families in our area
have depended on stone-breaking and other quarry-related work for their livelihood for the
last 20 to 30 years. We believe that this quarry provides employment and helps support the
livelihoods of many workers. Therefore, we request that permission be granted for the quarry
to continue operating.



i

13.

Thiru. Santhoshkumar, Thaneer panthal, Indira Nagar

Even though some people oppose the quarry, many others depend on it for their
livelihood. The quarry provides employment for workers in many occupations, including
stone workers, masons, drivers, and others. If the quarry is operated in a way that does not
cause any inconvenience or harm to the public, it will benefit many families. Therefore, I

~ support the continuation of the quarry.

14.

15.

16.

Thiru. Senthil Nathan, Elambalur

We have always demanded that the existing quarries be closed. Therefore, we do not
want any new quarry in this area. The people of Elambalur and the surrounding villages

depend mainly on agriculture and water resources. Many people were not aware of this public

hearing because proper notice was not displayed in the village.The existing quarries have
already affected agriculture and the environment. There is also a temple on the hill, and it is
believed that quarrying is being carried out beyond the vpermitted limits. Therefore, we
strongly oppose this proposed quarry. If steps are not taken to stop this, a situation will arise
where the people will unite and launch a protest.

Thiru. Deva, Elambalur

Petitions have been submitted multiple times requesting the desiltation of the lakes.
Even though several weeks have passed since a petition was submitted recently, no action has
been taken so far. Prior to this as well, continuous requests have been made for many years.
Karuvelam trees (invasive thorny bushes) have grown excessively in the Sitheri, Usileri, and
Periyeri lakes located in Elambalur. As the rainy season is approaching, rain water can be
stored and used for agriculture only if the lakes are desilted and maintained. Although
officials have stated that funds have been allocated, the work has not yet commenced.
Therefore, immediate action must be taken to desilt and restore the lakes, thereby
safeguarding both agricultural lands and water resources..

Thiru. Ranjithkumar (Lawyer), Elambalur

[ have regularly attended Gram Sabha meetings and have raised issues about water
scarcity and environmental protection in Elambalur. Elambalur is already a drought-prone
area, and the drinking water shortage is getting worse. At present, drinking water is supplied
only once a week. Excessive extraction of gravel and the overuse of natural resources have
further reduced the available water. As agricultural lands are drying up, many farmers have
been forced to leave farming and take up other work.

We oppose this project because we want to protect the environment and leave enough
water resources for future generations. The authorities should give priority to desilting and
restoring the Chitteri, Usileri, and Periyeri lakes. Furthermore, additional wells should be
sunk to meet drinking water needs and the water supply under the Cauvery Combined
Drinking Water Scheme should be increased. Since this public hearing is about a project in
Elambalur, it should have been held at the Elambalur Panchayat Office. This would have
allowed more local residents to attend and express their views. Many people could not
participate because of a lack of transport facilities. Therefore, we request that this public



17.

18.

hearing be cancelled and a fresh public hearing be conducted at the Elambalur Panchayat
Office.

Thiru. Ramasamy, Elambalur

In the past, the impact of quarrying was much less because blasting was done at
shallow depths. Now, blésting is carried out much deeper underground, and its effects are felt
in nearby residential areas. During blasting, houses shake, and people are forced to live in
fear because of the constant vibrations.

{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): Requested the public to register your opinions

after stating your name and village details}. -

Thiru. Ramachandran, Elambalur

I would like to ask the officials present here one question. Many people do not even
know why this meeting is being held. I came here only because I saw many vehicles parked
outside. Otherwise, I would not have known that this public hearing was taking place. Since
this public hearing is about a project in Elambalur, it should have been held in Elambalur
itself. No public announcement was made in our village, and no information was properly
shared with the residents. It is not fair to hold the meeting at a different place where only a
few people can attend, instead of conducting it in the village where about 19,000 people live.

{There was some commotion, then the meeting continued}.

We are already facing many problems because of the two existing quarries. Dust from
the crushers affects our food, homes, and agricultural lands. Since there is a large area of
farmland near the proposed quarry, permission should not be granted without proper study
of its environmental and social impacts.

{There was some commotion, then the meeting continued}.

{District Environmental Engineer: All the opinions expressed by the public will be

recorded here}.

We are not against industrial development. However, the impact on the people living
in the area must also be considered. Therefore, we request that this public hearing be
cancelled and must be conducted again in Elambalur after giving proper notice to all
residents. Otherwise, a situation will arise where we will have to launch a protest against

this.

Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He requested all members of the public to be
seated in their chairs. Furthermore, if there are no other opinions, the meeting can be

concluded.

District Environmental Engineer: The general public may also submit their opinions in
writing. I express my gratitude to all the village residents who shared their views both in
writing and orally. With your cooperation, this meeting ends.



Enclosures :
1. Copy of attendance register of Public hearing (11 pages 121 members)
2. Project summary Presentation
3. Copy of petitions received during Public hearing- 48 Nos.

4. Video recording of public hearing CD

@a rlﬁb
District Environmiental Engineer, Personal Assistant to Collector

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, (General)/ Deputy Collector,
Perambalur. Perambalur.
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