Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 17.12.2025 at 11.00 A.M. at
M/s.Annalakshmi Rajapandiyan Thirumana Mahal, Rajiv Nagar, Valajanagaram Post,
Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District.

Name of the Project: M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation Private Limited for the
proposed Limekankar Quarry Lease over an extent of 3.42.5
Ha at S.F. Nos.39/1, 2, 4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 57/2, 3, 4,
5, 6 & 7 and 15.14.5 Ha at S.F. Nos.41/1, 41/2, 41/3, 41/4, 41/5,
41/6, 41/9, 41/10, 41/11, 4112, 41/13 & etc., in Kallankurichi
Village, Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District.

List of Officiéls participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. P.Rathinasamy, I.A.S.,
District Collector,
Ariyalur District.

2. Tmt.G.RajaRajeswari, M.E., M.B.A.,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur District.

3. Tmt.V.Preethi, M.Tech., Ph.D.,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur.

4. Thiru.K.Ramajayam, M.Sc.,
Assistant Director,
Geology and Mining Department,
Ariyalur District.

List of participants related to the project:

1. Thiru. R.P. Muthiah
Unit Head,
M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited
Keelapalur,
Ariyalur District.

2. Thiru. M.A.Rajavel,
General Manager (Human Resources),

M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited
Keelapalur,
Ariyalur District.

3. Thiru. V.Ramesh,
Deputy General Manager (Environment),

M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,
Avriyalur District.



4. Thiru. B.Vikram Pyus,
Deputy General Manager (Mines),

M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,
Avriyalur District.

5. Thiru. M.Anandarajan,
Senior General Manager (Mines - HO),
M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,
Avriyalur District.

6. Thiru. R.Nithyananthan,

* Deputy General Manager (Environment — HO),
M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,

Ariyalur District.

7. Thiru. T. Swaminathan,
Environmental Consultant, Creative Engineers & Consultants, Chennai.

List of Participants including Government Officers, Project Proponent and general

public is enclosed vide Annexure - A.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
welcomed the Ariyalur District Collector, Members of the public, farmers association
representatives, environmental activists, officials from the revenue department and police
department, press, and the Project Proponent M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation Private
Limited to the public hearing meeting on behalf of the district administration and Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board.

She informed that to obtain Environmental Clearance from the Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Climate Change, as per EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, as
amended, public opinion has to be obtained for certain types of projects / activities listed
in the said notification before the issue of Environment Clearance. He also informed that
the views of the public will be recorded and it will be forwarded to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority as a routine procedure.

She stated that M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation Private Limited has applied for
environmental clearance for mining of limekankar quarry over an extent of 3.42.5 Ha at
S.F.Nos.39/1, 2, 4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11,12, 13, 57/2, 3, 4,5,6&7and 15.14.56 Haat S.F.
Nos.41/1, 41/2, 41/3, 41/4, 4115, 41/6, 41/9, 41/10, 41/11, 41112, 41/13 & efc,, in
Kallankurichi Village, Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District and this public hearing is being held

to get the public's views on the project before issuing the environmental clearance.

She also informed that the Public notice regarding the Public Hearing were
published on 13.11.2025 in “Thina Malar’ and “The New Indian Express” Papers, 30 days

before the date of the meeting.



DEE informed that after the project proponent’s presentation about the project &
EMP measures, Public and Environmental Activists can express their opinion about the
project either orally or by written submission. She also informed that the opinion of the
Public would be recorded through video and audio and the recorded meeting proceedings
will be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority as per routine

procedure. She then requested the District Collector to preside over the Meeting.

Environmental Consultant for the project Mr.T.Swaminathan welcomed all and
presented the proposed project details, impacts and EMP measures through Power Point
presentation. He informed that the Environmental Impact Assessment Reports of this
project is available in the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board website and the company

has made advertisement through loudspeakers and issued pamphlets.

The Distric;t Environmental Engineer requested the public participating in the public
hearing to express their opinion about the project after informing their name and village of
the individual.

1. Mr. N. Sengamuthu, (President, Ariyalur District Farmers' Association),
Former Panchayat President, Venkatakrishnaapuram Panchayat, Manaleri Village.

He extended his greetings to the District Collector who is presiding over this
meeting to obtain permissibn for quarrying kankar at the Chettinad Cement factory in
Kallankurichi village, and to all present, including the engineers from the Pollution Control
Board, farmers, farmers' association leaders, the general public, factory officials, police
personnel, and friends from the press and television. | |

He stated that his demand is to resolve the problem that may expect to be arising
from this mine. He said that the factory management had bought land from them and
were now preparing to excavate it. He mentioned that they were quarrying limestone
because they had given the land to the company, and they were giving their full support to
this. However, he stated that the operation should be conducted without causing any
problems er them, and the District Collector is acting as a mediator for both the peOpIe
and the factory, and that he felt it was his duty to state that he was speaking from that
position. He said that there are two limestone quarries, one measuring 15.145 acres and
the other 3.425 acres, tofalling approximately 56 acres. He mentioned that they had given
assurances that there would be no blasting or drilling in this quarry, and urged them not to
change what they had promised. He said that if they conduct blasting, then the public
would raise certain concerns and this what he requested to them. He stated that the
mining permit is for a period of 10 years, and the company has requested a 5-year permit
for the limestone quarry. He mentioned that it has been stated that for the two mines, 10
people will be employed directly and 50 indirectly for each mine. He requested that
priority in employment should be given to those who gave their agricultural land or their

- educated children. He said that since they have given their land to them, they should also
ensure their livelihood, and they should live and let live. He reiterated that his demand



was for them to provide the approximately 20 direct jobs and 100 indirect jobs as
promised, and requested them to fulfill this.

He said that the depth of this mine is very shallow, and that they will only be
digging to a depth of 2.7 - 2.3 meters, so now there is no problem for them, and their
water sources will not be affected. He said that regarding the water sources created by
God, there is no water in Valajanagaram and Venkatakrishnapuram, but in Asthinapuram
and his village, Manaleri, water is available wherever you dig. He said that they have
mentioned that the materials will be transported from their mines covered with tarpaulin,
and they will not overload the vehicles, and they wash the tires before entering the main
road. However, he said that during these rainy days, not only this one factory but all the
factories here allow their trucks to enter the road without washing them. He said that this
can be seen from Asthinapuram to Kaikatti, and that it is impossible to ride a bicycle or
walk, and those travelling by car will get covered by mud. He requested the District
Collector to change this situation. He said that this company claims to wash the tires with
water, and that all the factories say the same thing, but if they wash the tires thoroughly
before the vehicles enter the main road, there will be no problem for their people. He said
that they must first protect the people, and then they can enjoy whatever they want. He
said that they have stated that there will be only three trips a day by combined for these
two mines, but it's okay even if it's 1-2 more, or even 5-6 trips. He said that they have
stated that the speed will be reduced, and 'he requested the District Collector and the
Pollution Control Board to monitor this. He requested the District Collector and the DEE
that in the upcoming meetings, the Superintendent of Police and the RTO should also be
invited, because they need to emphasize the points they are raising to them, but if they
are present here, they will understand everything. He mentioned that he had spoken to
the previous S.P. (three S.P.s ago) about the 30 km/h speed limit. When we said that the
speed limit must be enforced, they told us to inform them, and that it should be published
in the government gazette and requested the District Collector should facilitate this.
Therefore, he stated that if they were present here, there would be no problem for us, as
we could ask them directly, and he wanted to convey this to the District Collector and the
Pollution Control Board. He explained that the S.P. and RTO should be present because
they are the ones who protect us. He requested that this responsibility be given to the

police department and they should supervise it.

This Annalakshmi Rajapandian hall — and in 2009 the same hall existed in Ariyalur
under the name Annalakshmi Hall. He asked the owner to give them the hall so as to start
an association. Its owner replied that we didn't need to pay any money, not even
cleaning charges; we could use it for free, and as much they supported us. He also
mentioned that the hall owner is the president of the Ariyalur Town Merchants
Association, and they honoured him by seating him on the stage. He said that they have
offered to cover the repair costs in schools, but this should only be done for government

schools, not private schools or private institutions. This is because private schools would



have obtairied permission from the government by stating that they would handle
everything themselves. He added that some government schools were lack even in
having basic toilet facilities for girls, and this fund should be used to address this issue.
He requested the District Collector to pay attention to this and ensure it is done. Finally,
he mentioned that the particular road has not yet been converted into a four-lane
highway, and he thinks they are currently surveying it. He urged them to complete the
survey quickly and issue the tender while the current government is still in power,
because if the government changes, the plans might change, causing delays. He said
that they have now reached the stage of laying the road, and he has spoken to everyone
from the Industries Minister to the Chief Minister, and they are all ready to proceed.
Therefore, he said, the District Collector only needs to issue the tender. He concluded by
saying that the biggest achievement for Ariyalur would be the four-lane road from the
District Collector's office to the Kaikatti, and he requested that this be done. He then
thanked everyone for the opportunity and took his leave.

. Mr. T.Tamilarasan Kallankurichi Village.

He extended his greetings to everyone present at the meeting, including the
esteemed District Collector, who presided over the public consultation meeting, the
government officials holding responsible positions, the farmers, other political figures, and
trade unionists.

He stated that today, Chettinad Cements is seeking public 'opin.ion regarding the
opening of the Kankar mines, and that he wished to mention this because he is a resident
of Kallankurichi. He said that since they are going to excavate the Kankar mine without
using explosives, there is no possibility of any harm to the public, and therefore, they
wholeheartedly agree to the company proceeding with the mining in that location.
Furthermofe, he humbly requested that the management should take into consideration
that there is an ancient structure, a charitable feeding center, near the mining site. This
center provides free meals to approximately one to two thousand people during the
festivals of the Kaliyuga Varadaraja Perumal Temple. He requested that the mining be
carried out without causing any damage to this structure. He also humbly requested that
after the Kankar extraction for cement production is completed, the remaining surplus soil
shall be used to repair and improve the path leading to the charitable feeding center for
the convenience of the public. He mentioned that during the previous interaction with
Chettinad Cements, the residents of West Srinivasapuram had made certain requests
regarding their village schools, and the company has considered those requests. Due to
this he expressed his gratitude to the management for providing purified drinking water
facilities in both East and West Srinivasapuram. He added that the expansion of such
industries is a great pride for the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, our respected leader, and
this is the reason why Tamil Nadu is today a progressive and leading state compared to
its neighboring states. Stating that the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) would support

and cooperate with such companies to prevent the industry from lagging behind if
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operations were shut down, he said that they would provide full support for the mining
project. He also earnestly requested that the mining be carried out without causing any
trouble or inconvenience to the general public, and then thanked them for the opportunity

and took his leave.

3. Mr. K. Rajendran, VCK, Ariyalur District Organizer, Kallankurichi Village.
He stated that they, on behalf of Kallankurichi village, he supports the

establishment of this mine. However, he requested that since some people in their village
are suffering from kidney problems and they were under treatment in hospitals. Hence he
requested to make arrangements for them provide with purified drinking water. He also
requested that the factory management to provide assistance to the temples in the colony
and other temples during temple festival seasons, and that they build toilets. He added
that providing employment to educated youth is also their wish, and that with the hope
that the establishment of the Kankar mine by Chettinad Cement factory will bring good
things to them, the people of Kallankurichi will give their full support. With this, he
concluded his speech.

4. Mr.Balasingam, State Deputy Secretary, Farmers Protection Association, Sendurai.

He extended his greetings to the District Collector and the District Environmental
Engineer, who are presiding over the public hearing meeting being held today regarding
the extraction of limestone kankar in the Kallankurichi area on behalf of Chettinad
Cement Factory, as well as to the mining department officials, factory management
officials, representatives of farmers' associations from this area, elders, mothers, youth,

social activists, and all others present at the meeting.

He stated that they have been consistently making a request to the District
Collector in all the meetings, which is that the mineral resources fund is currently being
spent on different districts and regions, and as a result, the people living in the mining
area are facing great difficulties due to the lack of basic amenities. Therefore, he said that
they‘ are continuously requesting that the fund should be entirely spent on the basic
amenities, welfare, and needs of the people in that area where limestone is mined and
which area.is affected due to mining. He said that if mining is to be started today, the
rules and regulations stipulated by the government must be followed, and there are
various cement factory managements in Ariyalur district, but they are not adhering to the
government's regulations. He mentioned that there is a simple request to implement a
33% green cover plan or to control dust through water sprinklers, but the Chettinad
Cement factory management is actively engaged in controlling poliution by planting
saplings, which is the only way to control pollution today. He proudly stated that the
Chettinad Cement factory management is an exemplary factory management that
effectively implements the government's regulations by continuously sprinkling water to
control the dust caused by vehicles. The reason we aré saying this is that today, if any
cement factory properly implements the regulations imposed by the government, we will

support them. If they refuse to implement them, we will oppose them; this is our stance,
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and you must understand that. Therefore, because they are implementing things so well,
and because the Chettinad Cement factory management is functioning effectively in
taking mea_surés to protect these people from the health problems caused by pollUtion,
we have come here today to express our support. He further stated that a public hearing
meeting is currently underway regarding the mining of limestone and kankar. He told that
We must understand that limestone mining is different from kankar mining. He explained
that Limestone mining involves digging 40-50 feet deep to extract limestone, while kankar
is a mineral resource found superficially on the earth's surface, and this mineral resource
can be used to manufacture cement. As mentioned in the introduction, kankar can only
be extracted by digging to a depth of eight feet, so there will be no major adverse effects.
After the kankar éxtraction is completed, the area can be used as a water body for the
people of this region. If it can be used as a water body, then rainwater can be collected
during the rainy season, and this will raise the groundwater level. If the groundwater level
rises, hundreds of farmers in this area will be able to cultivate their land effectively,‘
protecting their livelihoods. Moreover, if the groundwater level rises, the drinking water
problem that occurs in the area during the summer months can be solved. Therefore, he
submits the request to the District Collector at the monthly farmers' grievance redressal
meeting. We have submitted a petition to the District Collector stating that a water body
should be created in every village, and that these water bodies should be desilted and
deepened, and he requested to implement it. He said that similarly, today, the people of
the Kallankurichi area have the opportunity to have a water body, and it can be
maintained as a water reservoir spanning 15-20 acres with a depth of 10 feet. Therefore,
he felt obligated to request that the mothers and farmers of this area utilize this resource,
since he belongs to agricultural family. He stated that Ariyalur district is naturally rich in
limestone, and because people in this area drink water directly from borewells, some are
bound to suffer from kidney problems. He clarified that neither the factory management
nor the government administration is responsible for this, but both the government and
the factory management have the duty and responsibility to protect the people living in
the mining area from such diseases. In this regard, he mentioned that in a previous public
hearing meeting which was held under the chairmanship of the District Collector, on
behalf of the Chettinad Cement factory management, the people of Srinivasa Nagar
village had put forth a request. They said that for more than ten or fifteen years, limestone
has been extracted from their area and used for cement production, but they had made a
request — a request for survival, not for luxurious facilities. They had asked for a good
purified drinking water plant so that they could live healthy lives, but it had not been
provided until now. He added that they had expressed their anguish about the continuous
extraction of limestone for cement production for the past ten or fifteen years and had
requested the Chettinad Cement factory management to fulfill this demand. However, he
pointed out that although the Chettinad Cement limestone mine has not yet started
operations, the demand of the people of Srinivasa Nagar has been fulfilled. He stated that

a purified drinking water project has been implemented as a request for their survival. He
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also mentioned that purified drinking water plants and facilities have been provided to
various villages such as Sendurai, Nakkampadi, and Unjini. They have provided cement
assistance to temples, and the Chettinad Cement factory management is providing

various forms of assistance to self-employed women to improve their standard of living.

Therefore, while providing various forms of assistance, we are also obligated to put
forth the request that the necessary workers for the limestone quarry in the Kallankurichi
area should be given priority in employment opportunities, contracts, and basic amenities,
just as you are providing opportunities and creating jobs on a priority basis for the people
and educated youth from the areas surrounding the various quarries where you are
currently excavating. He stated that the people of this region are benefiting immensely
from the various services provided by the Chettinad Cement factory management. He
requested that the people of the Kallankurichi area should also benefit in the same way,
and explained that they support the establishment of this quarry because it will lead to job
opportunities for the youth of the area, whether the various basic amenities will the
government provides them or not they can rightfully demand and obtain from the factory
management regardless, and it will improve the living standards of the mothers engaged
in self-employment and the people of this region. He concluded by requesting that
everyone should support this kankar quarry, which benefits all sections of society, and
expressed his full support on behalf of the Farmers' Protection Association, thanking them

for the opportunity.

5. Mr. Ganesan, West Srinivasapuram Village.
He stated that Chettinad Cement Company conducted a public consultation

meeting in Kallankurichi, and at that meeting, they had requested to provide purified
drinking water for their village if a limestone mine were proposed to establish there. He
added that the company management promptly fuffilled this request, and even before the
limestone mining‘ had begun in his village, they successfully constructed two water
purification plants in West Srinivasa Nagar and East Srinivasa Nagar and held an
inauguration ceremony for them. He stated that his village in their panchayat is found to
be lagging in having basic facilities, but limestone is being quarried in their panchayat. He
mentioned that a tax is paid to the government for each ton of limestone extracted, and
he requested that this tax be paid to their panchayat instead. He said that their panchayat
is the most underdeveloped in the area and is even unable to pay salaries to its
employees. He humbly requested that the tax collected for the limestone quarried in their
village be paid to their panchayat. He then presented some requests to the factory
management, stating that there is no playground for children in their village and that they
would show the location for it. He humbly requested that the factory use its waste soil to
create a playground for the school children. He also mentioned that there is a severe
electricity shortage in his village and humbly requested that solar streetlights be installed.
He added that the limestone quarry in his village is located about 200-300 meters from

the road. He explained that this road is a single-lane road and many school children were



coming by walk or cycle on it, so he requested that the 200-300 meter stretch of road be
widened and made into a separate lane for transporting the limestone. He concluded by
saying that only when a factory comes to an area then the workers will prosper, and for
the factory to thrive and the business to grow, they need the support of the people. He
stated that he requested the company to provide employment for a year or two to the
educated youth of his village, offering whatever jobs they could provide while extracting
limestone in their area. He added that he didn't know if they would provide jobs when
extracting limestone in other areas, but he requested that they at least provide
employment to the youth of their region as long as they were operating there. He also
humbly requested to provide water facilities at his village's crematorium, mentioning that
there is a crematorium shed and a borewell, and asked them to install a motor to it. He
explained that there are four villages in their panchayat, and none of them are having
water facilities, they have to bring water from elsewhere in vehicles for funeral rites. He
humbly requested to build a water tank and provide water facilities. He requested the
District Collector to control the vehicles plying on the road. He said that within the five-
kilometer stretch from Srinivasa Nagar to Ariyalur, during the rainy season, the contract
vehicles drivers were carrying the stones and driving at excessive speeds by negotiating
payment per trip. He added that they couldn't even wear a clean shirt to come to Ariyalur,
and since they have to come to Ariyalur daily, their shirts get completely covered in dust if
they travel on the road. Again he requested the District Collector and the police to monitor
the situatidn. He expressed his expectation that the administration would fulfill a request
for his village, mentioning that his village is a small one and they have built a temple with
great difficulty. He requested the factory management to provide a sheet, about ten to
fifteen feet in size, to stand in front of the temple. He concluded by stating that they

wholeheartedly agree to the establishment of a limestone quarry in their area.

. Mr. 8.P. Palanivel, Srinivaspuram Village.

He extended his greetings to everyone, including the District Collector, who is
presiding over this public hearing meeting regarding the extraction of kankar mines and
the officials of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

He stated that according to the regulations, if a mine is to be dug, the public
hearing meeting must be held within five kilometers of the mine's location, but the site
where the mine is located on the east side of Thamaraikulam, and if one travels through
Kallankurichi or Thamaraikulam, the distance would be more than ten kilometers. He said
that although we have established it here, he requests that in the future, public
consultation meetings should be held within the specified distance of the mine site. He
mentioned that the previous speaker had stated that SrinivasaPuram village is a village
with very low revenue, and he confirmed that it is indeed a village with very low revenue.
Therefore, he requested that the District Mineral Fund allocated to that village should be
fully utilized for the benefit of the people of that area. He requested that employment

should be provided not only to the farmers who gave their land but also to the people



living in that area; He stated that there is a lake called Kanjeri near the proposed mine
site, and that this lake should be fully protected. He added that there are agricultural
lands near the lake where farmers are cultivating, and these lands should be protected
from dust pollution so that agriculture is not affected. He mentioned that there are four
streets and three burial grounds in Srinivasapuram, and that these burial grounds were
lack in having water facilities. He requested that borewells be dug and cement tanks be
constructed to provide water facilities to all the three burial grounds. He said that there is
a large lake in South Srinivasapuram, and inside the lake, there is a temple dedicated to
Karuppusamy. He added that it is impossible to access the temple during the rainy
season and requested that a ’bridge be constructed. He concluded by stating that
according to the IBM's (Indian Bureau of Mines) regulations, fruit trees should be planted
around the mine, and he welcomed the establishment of this mine, which would be free

from soil, water, and air pollution, and then thanked everyone and took his leave.

7. Mrs. Madhumalar, Kallankurichi Village.

She stated that there are many educated young people in her village and
requested that jobs be provided to the educated youth from their area in this Chettinad

Cement mining project.

8. Mrs. Muniyammal, Kallankurichi Village.
She stated that she wanted employment opportunities for the youth of her village

and expressed her complete satisfaction with the mining project.

9. Mrs. Sangeetha, Kallankurichi Village,

She said that they support the mining project.

10. Mr. Murugesan, District Secretary, Policy Explanation Team,
Pattali Makkal Katchi, Kallankurichi Village. '

He stated that this meeting, being conducted jointly by the Ariyalur District
Administration and the Pollution Control Board, the public hearing meeting is beihg held
to seek opinions regarding the granting of permission for a limestone mine. At this public
hearing meeting, he humbly requested the District Collector to provide employment
opportunities to those who gave up their land and requested to allocate the mineral
resource funds from the panchayats in that area to the specific panchayat where the
mining is taking place. He said that this is because when a mine is dug, the funds,
amounting to several crores of rupees, which goes to the central and state governments,
but it was not utilised for the benefit of the people in that area. He stated that the
company that operates the mine is only providing the facilities such as drinking water,
midday meal centers in schools, and community halls in some villages. He mentioned
that Ariyalur district is a very backward district, whichb is why the government cement
factory was established there, and subsequently, seven more cement factories have
come up in the district. He stated that Ariyalur is the only district in the world with the

highest number of cement factories. He complained to the Pollution Control Board that it
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11.

is impossible to travel on the roads due to excessive dust. He said that there are many
stone-carrying trucks, and the roads have not been widened. He mentioned that he had
previously told to the District Colléctor that thousands of people are visiting the
Kaliyaperumal temple in Kallankurichi, and that the road should be widened. He added
that the District Collector had said that the work had already been decided upon and was
underway, and that they welcomed this on behalf of the Pattali Makkakl Katchi.
Furthermore, he said that when Chettinad Cement established a mine near West
Srinivaspuram last time, they promised to do good for the people in that area, and they
fulfilled their promise. He also mentioned that they have provided two water purification

plants in West Srinivaspuram and East Srinivaspuram, and they welcome this as well.

At the same time, we are highlighting what they have done, and there is still much
more to be done. He said that Ariyalur district is the district in India where kidney
problems are most prevalent due to drinking the hard water from borewells in this region,
and it is also the district with the highest incidence of cancer. Therefore, he said that by
considering all this, the respective cement factories should conduct health surveys in the
nearby villages. He also mentioned that the District Collector was come from agriculture
based family and he undefstands everything and will implement the things effectively,
and he requested to improve the infrastructure. |

He requested that the company operating the mine in a particular area should
provide healthcare facilities to the people of that region. He also mentioned that there are
many educated young people in the area and they have provided land to Government
cement factory and to various cement factories, including Chettinad, Ramco, and
Dalmia. He added that if five to six people from each village were employed in these
respective factories, the villages would develop. Therefore, he requested, through the
District Collector and the factory managements, these individuals have to be employed
as permanent and indirect employees. He then thanked everyone for the opportunity to
speak and took his leave.

Mr. T. Elévarasan. Environmentalist, Thamaraikulam Village.

He extended his greetings to our District Collector, who is presiding over and
conducting this limestone quarrying public hearing, and to our Environmental Officer, as
well as to all the members of the public, environmental activists, and friends who have
come to express their views.

He stated that this limestone mine is as mentioned in the report, is indeed located
in the Kallankurichi revenue village, and there is no disagreement on that point.
However, he added that the villages closest to the Iimesfone mining site are
ThamaraiKuIarﬁ and Venkataramanapuram. He said that 99 percent of the people who
gave land for this plant are from ThamaraiKulam and Venkataramanapuram villages, but
these people were not informed about this public hearing; they didn't receive even the
slightest information, no announcements or notices were given, yet they are the people

who gave the land. He mentioned that the land was given for Rs. 4 lakhs and Rs. 3
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lakhs, and the land which was mentioned in Project One is agricultural land specifically
wetlands and he owns 2 acres of land there. He said that his father didn’t know about
this public hearing which was taking place here. He added that they have informed about
this public hearing to other villages which are not even related to this project. He said
that they have provided things to SrinivasaPuram village peoples, because they had
conducted the public hearing meeting at Kallankurichi village six months ago, and based
on the demands of the people there, the purification plant was provided to the people.
However, he emphasized that if they wanted to provide it before the project commenced,
it should actually been given to ThamaraiKulam and Venkataramanapuram villages, and
he wanted to point this out. He expressed his condemnation to this report. He explained
that the report does not contain any information about the Ramco Cement factory, which
is located within 2.0 kilometers, or even 1.5 kilometers, of the site. He added that the
report also lacks in providing information about the Ramco Cement factory's thermal
power plant and the electricity generation plant, and also about the Dalmia Cement
factory. He mentioned that there is a large stream is located between these two projects,
Project One and Project Two, and there is no information in the report about protecting
this stream. He said that this stream starts behind the Dalmia Cement factory, from
Nallampatti and Oftakovil railway station, flows to Thamaraikulam, passes between
Project One and Project Two, then goes to Srinivasa Nagar, and through Poyyur,
Kallankurichi, and Lingathadimedu, transforms into a river and merges with our
Marudaiyar river. He stated that there was no information or report in this project
regarding the protection of this water body. He pointed out all these omissions in this
project report and expressed his condemnation. He further stated that this meeting
should have been properly communicated to the people of Thamaraikulam and
Venkataramanapuram, but it was not, and he requested the District Collector to take
note of this. He said that the distance to this quarry excavation site is only 300 meters for
the people of Venkataramanapuram and 800 meters for Thamaraikulam, and these
people’s are grazing their cattle there, and the land also belongs to them, but the fact
that concern people didn’t receive any information regard this matter. He stated that in
Project One, there is an Anganwadi children's welfare center exactly 150 meters, or
perhaps 200 meters, from the quarry, and this children's welfare center has not been
accounted for. He said that the report mentions about the Thangavel Udayar lake, and
the children's welfare center is within 150 meters of the lake's land; it falls under a
"Silence Zone" category, and he wanted to point out that this has not been mentioned in
the report. He said that the air quality survey was conducted only during the winter
season, which cannot be considered accurate, because everyone knows how
environmentally polluted the Ariyalur region is. He added that it is not clearly mentioned
that through which route the limestone will be transported, whether it will pass through
Thamaraikulam or go through Kallankurichi. He said that the report mentions that only
two or three lorries will be used for transportation, which he finds suspicious, and

questioned whether only two or three lorries would actually be used. Moreover, they
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have stated that the distance is only seven meters, but the limestone is located just two
meters below the surface. The question arises: how can they dig seven meters without
excavating the limestone? He further stated that the promise of employment is
considered to be as fraudulent, since no jobs have been provided so far; and all
employment opportunities have been denied. What they need is a good environment and
clean drinking water; these are the basic necessities of life for these people. They have
doubts whether this mine will fulfill these needs. Therefore, he earnestly requested the

District Collector to review this report, thanked him for the opportunity, and took his
leave.

12. Mr. K. Manivel, Chairman, Forest Committee - Karavetti Bird Sanctuary,

He said thét they are having an organization called the Environmental Protection
Committee of our district, and through it, they are doing whatever their team can do. He
stated that their team had conducted a study and held a meeting to conclude that there
would be no harm in extracting these kankar stones, and after that only he came to this
public hearing meeting. He mentioned that it is upto two meters, or six or seven feet, and
that the government had been spending crores of rupees on projects like constructing
percolation ponds, but now a private company is doing all these works without any cost
to the public or the government, and this should be considered. He said that while the
government spends crores of rupees on constructing percolation ponds, they are
constructing & providing these ponds as free. He added that if we maintain them, the

- groundwater level will rise, and there will be no harm to livestock, humans, or other living
beings, and this should be taken into consideration. Therefore, he emphasized that the
people should understand that there is no harm in extracting these stream stones, and
that when there is plenty of water, the filter points, wells, ponds, and tanks will overflow,
leading to lush greenery, then the trees and agriculture will flourish. He concluded by
saying that he hopes this public hearing meeting will be successfully concluded. He
made a small request to the District Collector regarding the money allocated by the
company for the Karaivetti Bird Sanctuary, stating that the Forest Department has not
used the money properly and this should be considered. He mentioned that five lakh
rupees were given, but it is unclear what they did with it. He requested the District
Collector to consider why they are refusing the work that is being offered and to approve

this project, by thanking everyone he took his leave.

13. Mr. Thanga. Dharmarajan, President, Cauvery Delta Irrigated Farmers Association,
- Thuthur Village.

On behalf of his Cauvery Delfa Irrigated Farmers Association, he extended his

greetings to all the departmental officials, including the esteemed District Collector who

is presiding over this public hearing meeting, and to all the general public, farmers,

farmers' association representatives, and political persons who have attended this
meeting. |
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He said that this project involves land that was bought thirty years ago, and the
land was not purchased for farming, but for quarrying only. He added that the general
public cannot be blamed for this, because it was rain-fed land, and if the technology that
exists now had been available then, everyone would have been farming and wouldn't
have sold their land. He explained that now there are motors, and even without
electricity, solar panels are available, and farming can be done using pipelines. He said
that this technology was not available thirty years ago, and because it was rain-fed land,
the farmers sold it to them at a low price. He mentioned that several demands were
made, and he requested that these demands should be fulfiled. He specifically asked
the Chettinad Cement factory management to fulfill these demands. He said that they
are claim for quarrying the limestone, but to his knowledge, the groundwater level was at
40 to 50 feet in the wells when water was pumped using lifts, and now water is only
available after drilling borewells to a depth of 800 feet. He stated that everyone present
knows that the groundwater level has plummeted not only because of this unit's quarry
but also due to the quarries of other cement factories, and that everyone's household is
affected by this. He said that water for drinking and domestic use is only available after
drilling borewells to a depth of 300 or 400 feet. Therefore, he said that what they are
currently excavating is not 50-60 feet deep, but appears to be a maximum of ten feet
deep. Based on what they are saying, he estimated that the excavation in both locations
combined would result in something like a 50-acre lake. He said that building lakes was
done in the past by the Cholas, kings, rulers, and zamindars, and especially during
Kamarajar's time, and as same they too are building a lake for the people of
Kallankurichi and Srinivasa Nagar villages. He requested that arrangements be made so
that water can stands at a depth of ten feet in that lake. He said that throughout the year,
during the rainy season, all the feeder canals in those villages should be repaired, and
the water should be brought and filled into the lake that they have dug. He added that
this would be beneficial to the livestock and the general public of that area. He explained
that the water level in the pumps of the villages would rise, it will be usefull for the
livestock to drink water. Similarly, he suggested constructing wide embankments around
the lake and planting saplings (like mini-forests) there, by inviting the District Collector to
participate in the planting. He: mentioned that this time too, our district has secured the
first place in Tamil Nadu and the 13th place at the all-India level. Therefore, he
requested that saplings be planted without causing pollution. Next, he spoke about the
farmers who had given land in that village at a low price. He suggested to identify those
farmers and requested to provide employment opportunities to the educated members of
their families. Alternatively, he mentioned that many NGOs are now coming forward and
building toilets in villages for fifty to sixty thousand rupees. He suggested identifying
those who had given land and requested to provide them with such opportunities. He
said that building toilets and bathrooms for them at a cost of 50-60 thousand rupees
would be beneficial, as they had given their land at a low price then, but today it is selling

for 30 lakh rupees. He mentioned that the Raja Annamélaipuram area in Chennai
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belongs to the lineage of their MD Raja, and his house in Chennai is still referred to as a
palace. He requested this administration to provide everything that the general public of
the village needs. He further stated that since this project involves constructing a lake for
water, which will raise the groundwater level, hence he is registered his association's
support to this project in the presence of the District Collector. He concluded by
expressing his gratitude and taking his leave.

14. Mr. Santhoshkumar, Kallankurichi Village.

15.

He stated that the youth have certain demands to the factory management. He
mentioned that the youth in his village is not having a permanent playground and he
requested to provide it. He also stated that his village has three streets, namely MGR
Nagar, Ambedkar Nagar, and New Colony, and they are lagging in having toilet facilities.
He requested the factory management to provide these facilities and on behalf of the
youth's he conveyed his full cooperation for quarry operation. He then thanked them and
took his leave.

Mr. Gugan, Kallankurichi Village.

16.

He stated that he is supporting the mining project solely for the reason of providing
employment opportunities to the youth..

Selvi. Kaviyarasi, Kallankurichi Village.

She stated that the company has announced that it will provide employment to
young people. However, she pointed out that the specified ward residents only should
attend this public consultation meeting. Similarly, she suggested that when providing
placements, the company should state that only degree holders from this ward with
relevant qualifications can participate, and then conduct interviews or examinations to
select candidates for the jobs. She mentioned that the project description provided a lot
of explanation, siating that after the project is completed, the area would be developed
into a water body and a forest, and she requested to implement the same in this manner,
it would be helpful to the local farmers. Therefore, she expressed her support for the
project.

17. Mr. Senthilkumar, Kallankurichi Village.

He stated that his demands were only two: firstly, employment opportunities for the
youth, as everyone had mentioned, and secondly, that the company should fulfill all the

promises it had made, and so only the people would accept what they say.

18. Mrs. Vaidehi, North Srinivasapuram Village,

She stated that she supports the Chettinad Cement factory's limestone quarry
project. She explained that during the public hearing meeting held in Kallankurichi last
time, they had requested a purified drinking water facility for their panchayat.
Accordingly, a purified drinking water facility was established in both West and East

Srinivasa Nagar and inaugurated only this past Monday, and this facility is beneficial to
their panchayat.
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She has requested on behalf of the North Srinivasapuram village, she said that his
village of North Srinivasapuram has only two streets, with a crematorium on one street
and a temple on the other. She added that North Srinivasapuram is the smallest village
in the entire Ariyalur district. She said that in his village, it is very difficult for them to go
out and come in during the rainy season because of the sandy ground. She said that the
entire area is only about 200 meters, and if a cement road is built for just that 200
meters, it Awould be very useful for his village. Furthermore, she said that a person may
have committed many mistakes during their lifetime, but after death, they should be
given a proper burial. However, she said that there is no water facility at the North
Srinivasapuram village crematorium and the rituals were performed only on the next day
of the burial, such as sprinkling milk, they have to go elsewhere to fetch water, and
therefore, she requested to provide water tank facility at their village crematorium. She
made a request not only to Chettinad Cement factory but to all companies in general,
asking that when they dig a quarry, they should not just leave it just like that, and
requested to plant as many palm seeds as pdssible around the quarry. She said that
Ariyalur district is ranked first in Tamil Nadu for planting palm seeds. She explained that
the reason she is asking for palm seed planting is that wherever a palm tree has falilen
and withered, it will notify that the groundwater level there will be worse than in a desert.
Therefore, she said that if they plant palm seeds, even if their generation suffers, the
generations that follow them should live healthily, and she concluded by thanking them

for the opportunity to speak.

19. Mrs. Kalaichelvi, Srinivasapuram Village.
She stated that during the previous public hearing meeting, they had requested to

provide purified drinking water facilities for Srinivasapuram Village, and accordingly, she
expressed her gratitude to the factory on behalf of her panchayat for providing purified
drinking water facilities in West and East Srinivasapuram. She mentioned that their
panchayat is a very small village in Ariyalur district and that all the benefits they receive
are based on their house tax and water tax. She added that this is not sufficient for their
panchayat and therefore, it would be very helpful if the factory could construct the
necessary cement road, just 200 meters as requested by their peoples earlier. As
another request, she mentioned that there are two Anganwadi centers in West
Srinivasapuram and South Srinivasapuram, which are in a very dilapidated condition,
and water leaks inside during the rainy season. She requested that they have not
requested to build new ones, and requested to simply repair and renovate the existing
ones. She requested to provide employment opportunities for their youth and asked fora
skill training center or a Diploma course to be established in their area for their children
to provide them with job opportunities. She mentioned that the women in their village are
unemployed after completing their 100-day work program and requested that skill
training in tailoring or Aari embroidery be provided to them once a year. She clarified that

she was not only asking for her village but also for Kallankurichi village, where there are
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many women, and requested that a training center be established in a central Iocatioh
between the two villages to provide training to 30-40 people to improve their livelihoods.
She concluded by stating that she supports the Kallankurichi limestone expansion
project.

20. Mrs. Sumitra, North Srinivasapuram Village.

She stated that her village is very small, with only two streets, and that there is a

lake right next to the street, which has many Prosopis juliflora trees. She requested that
these trees be removed and the lake has to be desilted. She then expressed her support
for the commencement of this factory, offered her thanks, and departed.

21. Mrs. Tamilarasi, South Srinivasapuram Village.

She thanked the Collector for giving her the opportunity to speak. She said that her
village is a small one and needs bus service, and they can only survive if they have
clean air and water. Therefore, she requested to lay a permanent road to their village.
She also requested to provide the basic amenities to his village temple and Karuppaiya
temple in their village and she requested to provide sports equipments for the children
during the Pongal festival. She expressed her gratitude for the provision of purified

drinking water to their village, offered her support, and then took her leave.

22. Mr. Jayaraman, West Srinivasapuram Village.

He said that he had spoken at Kallankurichi previously. He first expressed his
heartfelt gratitude to the Chettinad Cement factory and the District Collector for providing -
purified drinking water to his village. He said he had only two requests and did not wish
to speak at length. He mentioned that in the previous meeting, he had requested that
jobs be provided to 10 people, and he asked for confirmation on that. He requested that
permanent jobs be given to five or ten educated young people, and it would be happy if
this was done. He added that not just ten but many families would benefit from this, and
that this was their request. Secondly, he said that they had requested a separate road for
the quarry, and similarly, a culvert should be constructed on the road leading to the
quarry so that the wasted water could flow into the lake. He concluded his speech by

reiterating his gratitude for the installation of the RO plant and requesting that these two
things be done.

23. Mr.P.Karuppusamy, Srinivasapuram Village.

The District Collector, who is presiding over this public hearing meeting, extended
his greetings to everyone present at this meeting, including the general public, police
officers, and members of the press.

He stated that many people in his village of Srinivasa Puram had put forward
various requests, and some of them have been fulfilled. He expressed his gratitude on
behalf of his village for the purified drinking water plant that was inaugurated two days
ago by the manager of Chettinad Cement. He mentioned that while each person from his

village had made individual requests, he would keep his request brief. He humbly
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requested the factory management to adopt and nurture his village, just as a mother
adopts and raises a child when she is unable to have one of her own. He requested that
the factory management should completely adopt his village and arrange for the
provision of infrastructure, drinking water facilities, and other assistance for farmers,
ensuring that these services are provided to his village on a continuous basis. He hoted
that everyone was only talking about his village, but these needs also extend to some
nearby villages. He mentioned that his friend, llavarasan, from a neighboring village, had
spoken with sadness about the lack of basic facilities in the nearby villages of Poyyur,
Morakuzhi, Kallankurichi, and others, including Thamarai Kulam and
Venkataramanapuram. Therefore, he requested that the factory management, which is
already providing many welfare schemes, consider these vivllages as well and extend
further assistance. He concluded by stating that all the people of his village fully support
the mine expansion project, and thanked them for the opportunity before taking his

leave.

24. Mr. S.M. Chandrasekhar, President, Tamil Nadu Congress Trade Union, Ariyalur.

He extended his greetings to the District Collector, who is presiding over today's
public hearing at the Kallankurichi Kankar quarry, the Pollution Control Board official who
organized this event, the social activists who have gathered in large numbers, and the

friends from the press.

He said that the plant management had come to this quarry's public hearing
meeting. He stated that the reason they were supporting it was because this public
hearing meeting is for the extraction of topsolil, specifically kankar, and hence they were
giving their full support to it. He specifically mentioned that among the cement factories
located in Ariyalur, the one who employs the most Tamilan’s is only the Chettinad
Cement factory. He said that when he came in, he expected to see people speaking
other languages saying "Namaste ji" or "Vanakkam ji," but there was no one like that;
everyone said "Vanakkam." He stated that they are supporting the Chettinad Cement
company because of its concern for the Tamil people. He said that they had already
seen the welfare projects they had undertaken through video, and that ten years ago,
they had given 10 lakh rupees for road construction in Ariyalur town. He added that an
item to be included in the upcoming annual budget meeting is that he is the vice-
president of the Parent-Teacher Association at a government higher secondary school,
and that most of the students rejected by other schools, including nursery schools, in
Arlyalur district are studying in this government higher secondary school. He requested
that a good drinking water project should be provided for these students in the next
budget meeting. He observed that even before conducting this public hearing meeting for
the quarry, they had already provided water, and he requested that this has to be done
for the students from outside area too because the water in the Ariyalur region contains

lime.
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He began by making a heartfelt request to the District Collector, stating that their
town previously lacked a recreational park, and when Ms. Anu George was the District
Collector, she had established an excellent recreational walking park on the banks of
Chetti Lake, which has now fallen into disrepair after ten years. He said that the District
Collector, ’th'inking that something should be done for Ariyalur town and its people, took
great initiative and requested all the factories to construct a walkway along the banks of
Chetti Lake. He added that the factories have accepted this request and are currently
implementing it, and on behalf of the townspeople, he expressed his gratitude to the
District Collector and also thanked Chettinad Cement for their contribution. He further
mentioned that people from the surrounding villages have to come to Ariyalur town for
work, and there is no private place for them to urinate. Therefore, he requested that if
possible, the District Collector select four or five locations in the town and construct
public urinals, which would be of great benefit in addressing this natural human need. He
concluded by stating that they fully support the cement factory's limestone project and
encouraged them to continue their service, assuring them of their continued support, and
thanked them for the opportunity before taking his leave. |

25. Mrs. Jebakani, NGO Volunteer, Tirunelveli.

She stated that she has been working as an NGO volunteer for 22 years. She
extended her greetings to the respected District Collector, the Environmental Engineer,
the administrators, and all the general public.

He said that she had come to express many opinions, but the people had already
offered numerous suggestions, and therefore he would only state one point: that the
quarry and cement factory should improve the livelihoods of the villagers surrounding
them. He mentioned that there are both educated and uneducated young people, and
that more job opportunities should be given to the uneducated youth than to the
educated onés. He said that technology is constantly getting improving, and many young
people are facing difficulties, so this cement factory should provide them with many job
opporfunities. He added that there are many poor children, and they should be provided
with ample educational assistance. He pointed out that the women in the villages are
facing many problems due to the lack of adequate public toilet facilities, and therefore
she requested the company persons to build toilets for them. He also requested that the
company to provide basic amenities such as drinking water and roads, and plant trees
like Pongamia and Neem to control pollution, ensuring that the clean oxygen produced
by these trees and it will be benefited to birds, animals, and humans. He expressed her
wish for the company to grow continuously without any hindrance and thanked them for
giving him the opportunity before taking his leave.

26. Mr. G.E. Karthikumar, Keezhagazhuvdr Village, Ariyalur Taluk and District.
He expressed his Greetings. Based on his personal experience of being directly

affected by similar industrial projects, he expressed his opposition to this project with his

own independent reasoning. He wish to bring the main reasons for opposing this project
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to the attention of the ACIAA and ACAC, The Member Secretary of the Committee,
through the public hearing meeting to be held on December 17, 2025. Due to time
constraints, he submitted the grievance of the points numbered one to seventeen, which
he have written, to sir. He concluded by requesting that this project be taken into

consideratibn and completely rejected, and then thanked and took his leave.

27. Mr. R. Shankar, State President, LAADO India organization, Ariyalur.
He extended his greetings to everyone present in the public hearing meeting

regarding the extraction of cement kankar by Chettinad Cement in Kallankurichi village,
including the District Collector, Environmental Engineer, Sub-Collector, Tahsildar, Village
Administrative Officer, farmers, general public, residenté from the villages concerned
with this project, and members of the press.

He said that he has expressed his gratitude to the District Collector and the
engineer today because, during the previous public hearing meeting, there was some
discontent regarding the inadequacy of the meeting hall. He added that it was very
pleasing that the District Collector and the engineer, by keeping this in mind and with
foresight, they have been conducting the last two public hearing meetings in a very large
wedding hall. He expressed his gratitude for arranging this venue, noting that it allows
everyone to express their opinions and provides ample space for them to sit and share
their views. He further stated that the District Collector is well aware that within a small
area, within a radius of ten kilometers, there are approximately five or six cement
factories, and in the area related to these cement factories, there are nearly 100 to 150
mineral mines, and the District Collector knows very well how all these mines operate.
Today, the Creative company has executed this project report exceptionally well. They
have requested permission to excavate the mine in two separate sections at a single
location, and they have designed both sections very effectively on a single page, clearly
outlining the impacts and considerations. They have detailed aspects such as field data,
environmental impact, maintenance, government permit details, project highlights,
technical specifications, current environmental conditions, socio-economic factors and
current environmental quality, water quality, noise environment, land environment,
biological environment, water analysis, anticipated environmental impact, air
environment, water environment, noise environment, ‘land environment, biological
environment, socio-economic factors and occupational health and safety, and
maintenance related to transportation. They have clearly explained the impact on air
quality due to mining, the impact of vehicular traffic, how to mitigate these impacts, and
what they plan to do for the local community, including the percentage of men and
women. | am very pleased with this project report and | extend my congratulations and
appreciation to the Creative company," he said. The District Collector, who visited and
spoke here today, stated that the people's demands are centered around a single
objective: they want employment, basic amenities, road connectivity, and electricity in

their areas. He acknowledged that while the state government has provided these basic
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facilities, other factories have also contributed to various projects, and there is no
disagreement on that. Similarly, he noted that the panchayat is also undertaking such
projects, and there is no dispute about that either. To the District Collector he mentioned ;
that everyone has stated that the CSR and Mineral Fund generated from this mine are
being diverted to other areas, and he confirmed that this is true. He said that in the
district headquarters of Ariyalur, the Tamil Nadu government is currently constructing an
artificial hockey stadium at a cost of 13 crore rupees. Previously, the same site was
maintained by another nearby cement factory, which had prepared the 'sports ground
using ten lakh rupees from its CSR fund. However, he added that what they had done
has now become unnecessary. He explained that he was mentioning this because if that
ten lakh rupees had been used to start a small-scale industry, 10-15 families would have
been able to earn a livelihood by now. Similarly, he said that a hospital building has been
constructed in the district headquarters using ten crore rupees from the government
cement factory's CSR and Mineral Fund, but even that is now questionable. This is
because the number of industries and the mines extracting limestone for them have
increased in our area, leading to a decline in agriculture. The remaining agriculture is
also suffering from a shortage of labour and low yields, resulting in many areas now
cultivating casuarina and teak trees, which is very regrettable. Therefore, he urged that
in the coming years, this company and the government should encourage farmers. Since
both the state and central governments are giving importance to agriculture and small-
scale industries, this government and administratidn should prepare to provide natural
farming seeds and organic fertilizers to protect the farmers. In our Varanavasi area, there
is a SIPCOT industrial park, but due to its high price, small and medium-sized industries
have not been established there, and the land remains undeveloped to this day.
Therefore, he requested that the District Collector to take necessary action to reduce the
price of the SIPCOT land to the market rate and take further steps to encourage the
establishment of small and medium-sized industries in that area. He stated that there are
many small villages in this area, and their livelihoods have been severely affected
because a large amount of agricultural land has been given to cement factories. The
lands are merely stepping stones for the managementlof these factories but theske was
the livelihoods of our farming community and the women in the villages, who, have been
significantly diminished. The government cannot provide sufficient employment
opportunities to improve their livelihoods, nor can this company provide that many jobs,
because they have stated that they will directly provide employment to approximately 70
people (10 + 10 plus an additional 50). However, he believés that it is unlikely they will
provide employment to that many people. Therefore, he said that the available job
opportunities should be given to the affected people in this area. Furthermore, by giving
priority to the women in our area, their livelihoods will improve. Therefore, it is our duty to
protect the women as our own eyes. Women are the queens of every household; they
have the duty and responsibility to protect us, but they lack the necessary financial

resources. To improve their economic situation, he stated that, on behalf of the people,
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he was making a request to adopt ten to fifteen affected villages in this area and
establish various small and micro-enterprises through CSR and the Mineral Fund. He
said that if equipment for making arecanut leaf plates, paper plates and bags, sewing
machines, cardboard boxes, food processing units for millets, spice powder production,
and country chicken farms were provided, there would be an opportunity for each village
to improve its livelihood through self-employment. He also mentioned that this area has
been severely affected, and that the Chettinad Multispeciality Hospital of this company is
functioning very well in Chennai at the national level. Many people in various areas such
as Kumbakonam, Papanasam, and Villupuram have been benefited from their
treatments through Lions Club and Red Cross. Therefore, he questioned why there is an
obstacle to them setting up medical camps in our Ariyalur district through their hospital.
He therefore requested them to conduct various medical camps continuously through
their hospital in the coming days. He added that if they conduct the camps directly, the
public might not come due to fear, so they would arrange it through the Lions Club and
Red Cross. He requested that they provide their medical teams, and they would take
~ them to all areas every three months to conduct medical camps that would meet the
needs of the general public. He concluded by thanking them for the opportunity and

taking his leave.

28. Mr. R. Chitrambalam, District Deputy President, CITU and President, Ariyalur and

Perambalur District Cement Factory and Mine Workers' Union.

He stated that in our district, there are seven cement factories, including the
Chettinad Cement factory. He expressed his gratitude to the Chettinad Cement factory
for being the only one among them to pay a bonus of one lakh seven thousand rupees to
its permanent workers. On one hand, you are providing meals with vada and payasam to
permanent employees, and on the other hand, you have given as Pongal bonus to
contract workers. You should increase this further and provide at least one month's
salary without any upper limit. He also stated that the contfactors for the outsourced
tipper drivers and security guards (former military personnel) need to be allocated a
higher amount so that they can provide bonus. He requested that the management
should implement this in the coming financial year. Similarly, he requested that contract
workers performing permanent nature jobs shoUId be given with a minimum wage as per
the recommendations of the Cement Wage Board, the agreement between the Cement
Manufacturers Association, the central trade union, and the cement workers. He
explained that because employment opportunities are scarce, a salary of five hundred
rupees is insufficient. He added that in the current times, the minimum wage comes to
forty-two thousand rupees, and this should be equally distributed among the drivers and
security guards. He concluded by expressing his union's full support for this mining

project and then took his leave.

22



29. Mr. Bhaskar, Pudupalayam Village.

He extended his greetings to the District Collector who is presidiyng over this

meeting, the party representatives, the farmers' association representatives, and all the
members of the public.

He said that there was a mine/quarry in his panchayat, but it is no longer there,
having been shut down about seven or eight years ago. He mentioned that they had
made a request for the provision of stage for their school to hold functions, and that Mr.
Muthiah had facilitated its construction and inaugurated it. He said that they might have
seen it in the video, and he showed the picture of it on his mobile phone. He added that it
is very beneficial for the students. He explained that they used to collect money every
year and set up a ready-made stage for their functions, but now a permanent cement
stage has been built. He expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the officer who facilitated

this, on behalf of his panchayat and himself. He also stated that he fully supports this
project.

30. Thiru. D.S.Mahendran, Ariyalur.

He expressed his gratitude to everyone who participated in the event.

Note:

The 91 number of petitions received from the public during the public hearing
meeting for project of M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation Private Limited for the
proposed Limekankar Quarry Lease over an extent of 3.42.5 Ha at S.F. Nos.39/1, 2, 4,
5, 6,7,8,9,10, 11,12, 13,57/2, 3,4, 5,6 & 7 and 15.14.5 Ha at S.F. Nos.41/1, 41/2,
41/3, 41/4, 41/5, 41/6, 41/9, 41/10, 4111, 41/12, 41/13 & etc.,’ in Kallankurichi Village,
Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District are enclosed herewith. Furthermore, no petitions were
received from the public by post and email at the office of the District Environmental

- Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Ariyalur for the above said project

List of public who attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs,
Pen Drive and CD recorded with the Audio/ Video of entire proceedings of public hearing
are enclosed herewith.

(L -
> a? :7 " :7 I8 /12/as™ W
nvener, President,

Public Hearing Meeting/ . . .
District Environment Engineer, Public Hearing Meeting/

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dls-trlct Co!lec.tor,
. Ariyalur District.
- Ariyalur.
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