MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE ROUGH STONE AND
GRAVEL QUARRY OF M/s. ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY OF
THIRU. D. BALAJI, S.F.No.124/1A, 124/1B, 124/3A, 124/3C, 124/4A & 124/4B,
PADALUR (EAST) VILLAGE, ALATHUR TALUK, PERAMBALUR DISTRICT
OVER AN EXTENT OF 2.75.0 HECTARES AT M/s. SRI VENKATESWARA
THIRUMANA MANDAPAM, KANNAN COMPLEX,00TATHUR ROAD,
PADALUR VILLAGE,ALATHUR TALUK, PERAMBALUR ON 03.02.2026.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:
1. Thiru.S.Sornaraj RE Personal Assistant to the District Collector

(General)/ Deputy Collector,
Perambalur District.

2. Tmt. S. Vijaya Priya : | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perambalur District.

PROPRIETOR:

3. Thiru.D.Balaji Project-1

M/s. Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry of
Thiru. D. Balaji, _
S.F.No.124/1A, 124/1B, 124/3A, 124/3C,
124/4A & 124/4B,

Padalur (East) Village,

Alathur Taluk,

Perambalur District.

The total number of people who attended the meeting, including the Proprietor of the
quarry, Government Officials, Environmental Activists and the General Public, was 143.

(copy of the attendance register is attached herewith).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur,

said On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the District Administration, I




would like to welcome the Personal Assistant to the Perambalur District Collector, other
government officials, the public, NGO’s, Police officers, Journalists and all media friends
who have come to preside over the public hearing meeting for the Rough stone and gravel
quarry to be located on survey nos. 124/1A, 124/1B, 124/3A, 124/3C, 124/4A and 124/4B in
the eastern village of Padalur. This public hearing is being held today to obtain environmental
clearance from the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. A news item about the
meeting to be held today has been published in the New Indian Express English newspaper
dated 25.12.2025 and in the Dinamalar Tamil newspaper 30 days in advance. Further, in
order to make the public aware of this hearing, a notice has been given in advance through
pamphlets and loudspeakers in Padalur village. The Project Environmental Advisor will
explain the proposed project in detail. After that, the public can register their opinions one by
one by stating their name and address. All the opinions are recorded in audio and video
format and send to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. The project's

environmental Advisor will now explain the project in detail.

District Deputy Collector:

The District Collector has gone to attend the government program of the Transport
Minister, so I have come as Deputy Collector. Now, they can express their opinion here
individually. Before expressing your name, your father's name, your city, your mobile
number, and then they can express their opinion one by one. If someone has expressed an
opinion, there is no need for you to express the same opinion again. If you have any other

new opinions, you can express them.

Project Environmental Advisor: The project consultant explained the project to the public
through a Power Point Presentation.

1. Thiru.Venkatesan, Padalur

We have no problem with this quarry coming. Our children are studying in school. We can

take care of all their needs including their education expenses by this quarry income. Thank
you.
2. Thiru.Kumar, Padalur

We have no problem with this quarry coming. Many people get employment. It also helps
with the education expenses of school children. So we welcome this quarry. Thank you.



3. Thiru.Andipalanimuthu, Therani

At the time this public hearing meeting is being held, the proposed quarry is very close to
my agricultural land. I would like to inform you that if this quarry is set up, it will cause a lot
of damage to us. Agricultural work will not be able to be done properly, and daily work will
also be affected. Stones fly in the air when blasting. Even though it is called the Chellakurichi
boundary, it is very close to agricultural lands in our village of Therani. Due to blasting, no
work can be done. The groundwater is decreasing day by day, and eventually there is a risk of
there being no water at all. There is nothing wrong in giving permission to start a business. -
But at the same time, my request is that other businesses should not be affected. You may
need that business, but for us this agricultural business is our livelihood. Our business is in a .
state of ruin. Therefore, I humbly request you to examine this properly and take a decision

considering all aspects. Thank you.

4. Thiru.Shanmugam, Uthangal

We have no objection to the quarry coming. This quarry provides the necessary income
for our children's education expenses. So we are very happy. If there is no quarry, we will
have to go to other states for work and suffer a lot. We feel proud that we are getting

employment opportunities locally. Thank you.

5. Thiru.Vinothkumar, Therani

My 5 acres of agricultural land will be affected due to the construction of this quarry.
Since my land and the place where they are going to set up their project share the same
stream, if they carry out stone extraction work, the groundwater resources will be severely
affected. I have already submitted a written petition to the Forest Department office twice in
this regard, but no action has been taken so far, nor has a proper response been given. Our
livelihood, which has been farming and raising goats and cattle as a full-time occupation for
the last 40-50 years, will be completely destroyed by this quarry. Although many people have
been invited to this meeting, who are referred to as the people of Padalur East Village, the
place where the quarry will be built falls within the boundaries of Therani Village. But the
people of Therani Village have not been properly intimated, complete information has not
been provided, and many of the people who have come here to express their opinions do not
have agricultural land in that area, but the entire agricultural land of the people of Therani
Villaée is affected. The existing quarry has caused cracks in our house and the buildings are

shaking, so no more quarrying should be allowed in this area. Therefore, this quarry project



should be completely banned. We do not need a quarry, agriculture is our livelihood, and if
this project continues, we will have to engage in protests including road blockades in the

Padalur area. Thank you.

6. Thiru.lllayaraja, Uthangal

This quarry will be very useful for us. We are daily wage earners and are currently in a
situation where we have to go out of town to work. If a quarry operates in this area, we will
get employment opportunities nearby, we do not have any agricultural land of our own, and
this will be our main occupation. Therefore, we fully welcome the coming of this quarry.

Thank you and greetings.

7. Thiru.Pandi Mani, Padalur

Our livelihood will improve with the coming of the quarry in this area, and we will be able
to meet the education expenses of our children properly. Therefore, the coming of the quarry

will be very good for us. Thank you very much.

8. Thiru. Billa, Therani

Everyone, please be quiet, [ have come to express my concern. Since my agricultural land
is just 200 meters away, this quarry is causing us a lot of damage. Despite repeated requests,
no action has been taken. Previously, there have been cases of kattapanchayat, anarchy,
bribery, etc. in this quarry. We have not received any benefit, and even though we have been
informed that stones are falling on our land, they have not paid attention. The current pond is
longer and wider than the permitted size, and there are no safety measures like boards, wires,
fences. If you ask a question, you do not get a pfoper answer. When [ filed a petition earlier,
R.I. Narayanasamy said, “It is a big network, nothing can be done against them.” They have
already dug a ditch 200 meters away from our iand, and now they are planning to dig the
same distance behind my forest, which will severely affect us. We have also heard that the
péople of the nearby village have been told to be paid a bribe of 30 lakhs to build a pond, but
we, who live nearby, have not been given any notice or information. We were also not
informed in advance that a public hearing is being held now. I would also like to inform you
that those who say there is no impact are those who do not have land or houses there. The
pond built there exceeds the width and length permitted by the government. A person who
went to ask about this was being beaten up at 10 pm, we went from the village to stop it that

the pond was temporarily stopped, otherwise it would have increased in depth and length like



the previous Swetha quarry, and our lives and land Would not be safe. We are farming on our
land, it is dusty, we have cows, and we have no other occupation. We work and live on a
wage of 400-500 rupees, but they take profit with money by affecting us, our farming family
lives there, you should also see where we will go. This meeting should not be held as a
blindfold meeting, but as a fair demand of a farmer, by understanding our pain and please
take action. Every time we submit a petition, we are rejected, you have not spoken for us
even once, you ignore us in everything. They threaten us on the grounds that we cannot
oppose them since it is only me and my father. This is causing us severe harm, if you come
and see in person,'you will see that our land is surrounded by quarries. Only the higher
authorities should take action to resolve this. Otherwise, we will submit a petition again and

come to you and ask, you should take appropriate action, thank you.

9. Thiru.Sakthivel, Uthangal

Everyone who came now said that they don't want that pond. If you look at the map that
sir showed, this quarry is going to Be built next to Swetha, Ramajayam Crusher, and Hollow
Block. One of the brothers said that we will be affected because there are lands nearby.
Although it is not wrong, there is a distance of 500 meters between his land and this quarry. It
is not right to speak against it saying that it will be affected when it is like that. Now we have
100 families living in the Oothangal area, and our livelihood depends on this company. If this
quarry is not built, those 100 families will also be affected, so the authorities should properly

study and decide what the solution is for this. Personally, I must support this quarry, thank

you.

10. Thiru.Mahamani, Uthangal

We are very happy that the quarry is coming, because this will provide employment
opportunities to everyone, Drivers will get employment, and the livelihood of the local

people will improve. Therefore, I humbly request everyone to support this project, thank you.

11. Thiru.Srinivasan, Uthangal

This quarry has given me a job. I am working as a driver, and if this quarry is operational,

I will get a continuous job opportunity, so I humbly request you to please set up this quarry,

thank you.



12. Thiru.Ganesan, Uthangal

The quarry has not caused any inconvenience to us, and many families are benefiting
directly and indirectly from it. It is understandable that some farmers in the area are
expressing their dissatisfaction, but since we do not have any agricultural land, the quarry is
our only source of livelihood, and it is through it that we are able to run our family and
improve the education of our children. Therefore, we humbly request the high-ranking

officials to consider all the opinions in a balanced manner and provide us with a fair solution,

thank you.

13. Thiru.Kumaresan, Uthangal

Hello everyone, you are all saying no to quarrying, but our livelihood depe_nds on this
quarry. Crushing gravel and breaking stones is our family business. My mother made me
study from the same business, and my father used to work as a stone crusher and raised me as
a family. That business is slowly disappearing now. The family business is no longer there.
Today, educated people do not work here, and uneducated people have progressed and
become drivers. There is a situation where we cannot go to other states and drive. There, they
beat and harass us due to the RTO problem, police problem, and language problem. So if we
want to find work locally, they say no here either. Since we are near the quarry, we go to the
quarry in the morning, eat at home, return home in the evening and live happily. Drivers are
generally not respected, they are accused of speeding and driving recklessly on the road, and
especially no one respects truck drivers. Because of this quarry that we are able to earn a
living by driving trucks here and earn daily wages. If this quarry comes, we will be able to
work locally and live happily with our wives and children. We also have the idea that
agriculture should not be affected, and we can do everything properly and properly so that
there is no impact. They say that it is not next door, but 500 meters away, and that even
blasting is done safely within the permitted limits. We do not know any other way out of this
business. Therefore, I humbly request you to grant permission to open and operate this quarry

for our livelihood. Thank you and greetings.

14. Thiru.Pasupathi, Padalur

The arrival of this quarry will directly benefit many people, including stone workers and
drivers. Those who have been working hard in places like Perambalur and Kalpalayam from
here, if this quarry starts, they will be able to get employment opportunities locally and those

who own vehicles will also get a good income. As the quarry owners say, if the necessary



safety measures are taken and implemented properly so that there is no harm to agriculture, I

believe that this quarry can be run well to benefit everyone. Thank you.

15. Thiru.Senthurapandi, Uthangal

We have no problem with this quarry coming, on the contrary, I would like to inform you

that it is beneficial for us. Thank you.

16. Tmt.Latha, Uthangal

We are very happy with this quarry coming, because this is our profession. We earn and
support our family by relying on this, we educate our children, and we drive our vehicles on
this basis. We have no other option. Our livelihood depends on this quarry. So the arrival of
this quarry is very necessary and happy for us. Thank you.

17. Tmt. Prabavathi, Uthangal

Our livelihood and economy are completely dependent on this quarry. We have been
doing stone quarrying business almost since my father-in-law's time. The education and
future of our children depend on this. Therefore, this quarry is very necessary for us; I
humbly request that it should continue to function. Thank you.

18. Thiru.Sathish, Environmentalist

My greetings to this assembly. My humble greetings to everyone present here. I fully '

respect your attitudes of preserving your culture and traditions. I accept your opinions and the
legitimate problems you present and agree with you unanimously. So that your problems are
resolved immediately, the government should allocate more funds to create sustainable
de\}elopment in. this town. Employment opportunities should be arranged immediately. I
humbly request the high-ranking government officials to provide permanent houses to the
poor and simple people. Our main demand is that the environment and greenery of this town
should be preserved and maintained. I humbly request the government to act fesponsibly to
protect the environment. Similarly, for this town to prosper, the quarry owner should plant
trees. I also request that the trees be grown and protected. I humbly request the high-ranking
government officials to immediately grant environmental clearance to this quarry owner

without any obstacles and in accordance with the rules. Thank you, sir.



19. Tmt.Chandra, NGO

We have no objection to the coming of this quarry. We are living by working as a driver,

and this quarry is very necessary for our livelihood.

20. Thiru.Ramachandran, NGO

My greetings and best wishes to the esteemed officials and quarry owners. Considering
that it is necessary to bring in jobs to improve the lives of the people and generate income for
the government, many people from this village have expressed their views. The problems of
the villagers should be heard and resolved before running a quarry. With the coming of the
quarry, basic development works like roads and buildings will be possible. This quarry is
very necessary because no building can be built without stone. In the absence of jobs for
degree holders, the quarry will alleviate the hardship of the poor and create employment
opportunities. Priority should be given especially to wage and manual laborers in the villages.
When the quarry starts, more trees should be planted, so that the spread of dust will also be
reduced. Overall, the coming of this quarry is good for us. It will provide income to the
government and livelihood to the people. Everyone should support this quarry, which is

necessary now and in the future. Thank you, regards.
21. Thiru.R.Venkatesan, Therani

This quarry will provide employment opportunities to many people. Although there may
be some impacts, this quarry is necessary because it provides livelihood to many people. The
authorities should decide in an appropriate manner how to implement this effectively without
causing any impacts. Many people, including drivers and operators, are relying on this quarry
for their livelihood. Therefore, I request you to make a good, balanced decision and facilitate

the operation of the quarry. We have no problem with the quarry coming. Thank you.

22. Thiru.Murugesan, Therani

My Survey number is also next to the place where this quarry is to be set up. The quarry is
coming from the survey number 124/1 & 1A, and my sub-register number is 129/5, 6, 7, 8, 9.
[ am not saying not to take the quarry, ifit is taken without harm, there is no objection. If the
quarry is run without disturbing the people nearby, I will give full support. I also depend on
the stone-related business and working as driver for a living. There are already ten quarries

around my land, so there has never been a situation where water does not go into the well. It



is unacceptable that this quarry alone will cause harm. When permission has been given to
quarries for many years, I do not understand why there is so much opposition to this alone.
My well in my sub-register number 127/7A and the place where they are setting up a quarry
in 124/1 are not even 100 feet apart. It is not right to say that others will be affectc;d when I
am not affected. Therefore, if the quarry is run safely and within the rules, I have no

objection. Thank you and greetings.
23.Thiru.Karmegam, Uthangal

Our livelihood is stone crushing. We are not affected in any way because of the quarry.
Due to this, our business and the lives of our families are stable. Therefore, we humbly

request you to grant permission for this quarry. Thank you.

24. Thiru.Tamilarasan, Uthangal

I work as an operator in a quarry and I definitely want this quarry. Thank you.

25. Thiru.Periyasamy, Uthangal

This quarry is my livelihood. Therefore, I request you to please establish this quarry and

grant permission. Thank you.

26. Thiru.Nagarajan, Thiruvalakuruchi

Our request to the District Collector is that all the information shown on the screen should
be clearly disclosed again. Furthermofe, it is necessary to prepare a written copy of the
procedures and equipment to be used in this project and provide it to everyone so that the
public has a complete understanding of them, because the details shown here are not clear to
many of those sitting at the end, and it is questionable how the public will present their
opinions if a public hearing meeting is held without information about a project. Furthermore,
since the impact of this project may apply not only to Padalur East but also to areas including
Thiruvakkurichi and vPadalur West, considering that water resource conservation and
pollution control are common to everyone, not just to one person or one institution. Further,
since the PowerPoint Presentation is not clear, I request you to upload these details on the
WhatsApp number of the District Collector's Office or on the government website, and
arrange for the public to read and understand it clearly and express their opinions. If the

details had been shared with the villagers earlier than now, more people would have



participated. He said that the quarry details should be sent on WhatsApp group, and after

reading it, I will submit the letter personally.
District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer said that the notices regarding this quarry project
were issued 30 days ago, and full details of this have been published on the website of the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board in Tamil and English, and that hard copies of the project
report have been kept in the office and given to those in need, and that they are ready to

broadcast it again if requested.
Responding to this, he said:

Although you said that a poster has been placed, I did not notice it because it was not put
up in our village. I only saw the notice on behalf of Shrivari Blue Metals, but no notice was
put up on behalf of Balaji. So please share this information in the WhatsApp group. We can
comment after seeing it and knowing it completely. You say that many permissions have
already been granted, but we are not aware of it. Only when we know those details we come
to you and ask for the necessary explanations. Also, the public should be clearly informed
about the depth to which the stone is to be extracted. Although we do not know whether the
groundwater at that depth has been tested to determine whether it is safe, if that information
is provided, the public will come forward to investigate and understand. There is no harm in
extracting up to the 40 feet depth that you have allowed, and I accept what the neighboring
landowner said. But I do not know whether he has actually been given permission only up to
40 feet. Since the details related to this quarry are not clear to us, we request you to explain

them properly and openly. Thank you.

Deputy Collector:

’;.,

The Deputy Collector asked everyone to be quiet for a while and said thatzéémfnéﬁ:t‘é\"have
been received from various peoples for more than an hour. Some have said that the quarry
operation will affect agricultural lands, while some have said that it will cause environmental
pollution. At the same time, many have said that the quarry operation should continue as it is
their livelihood and profession, and that those involved in work incl}ldjng driving need
employment. He said that so'far, about 40 people have registered their cggﬁ;e‘;lts in writing,
and if arr‘lryo‘ncjelse wants to comment, they can register their names immediately and express

their céfr;méﬁis, otherwise the public hearing meeting can be concluded with this.



27. Thiru.Parthiban, Padalur

I am a driver, Currently, I am working in other state and living apart from my wife and
children. Even though I earn forty thousand rupees per month, I am not satisfied with being
away from my family. If this quarry is located in our village, I can get a job locally and live
happily with my family. Therefore, the establishment of this quarry makes us very happy. If
this is banned, it will directly affect our family and livelihood. There is talk about
environmental damage, but many such quarries are already operating. We cannot close all
quarries due to environmental damage, and it is not fair to ban them saying that starting this
one quarry will cause a big impact. I believe that this quarry is necessary for the livelihood

and economic development of the villagers. Thank you.

28. Tmt.Revathi, Padalur

Many families are living on this quarry. This quarry provides direct and indirect
employment to many people who are struggling without employment. Therefore, I humbly

request everyone to consider this and express their support for this quarry. Thank you.

29. Tmt.Parvathi, Padalur

My husband works as a driver. Since this quarry is operating, we get a stable job and

livelihood. Therefore, this quarry is very necessary for our family. Thank you.

30. Thiru.Kumaresan, Padalur

Instead of having to drive out of town, we can drive locally to work and return home. We
have no objection to this quarry being operational. On the contrary, it provides us with

complete happiness and a stable livelihood. So we fully welcome this quarry. Thank you.

31. Thiru.Senthilkumar, Padalur

Greetings to everyone. It is true that everyone is happy with the arrival of this quarry. It is
used for many needs including construction materials. At the same time, quarrying activities
should be carried out with great care by digging only within the prescribed depth and erecting
appropriate fences so that there is no harm to the people who are farming nearby. Also, when

“vehicles carrying stone and M-sand pass on the bypass road, dust and stones hit the eyes of

two-wheeler drivers coming behind, and gravel breaks the windows of cars. If'you complain



about this, you get indifferent responses. Therefore, I humbly request the district
administration to properly investigate this and formulate appropriate measures to transport

the goods safely and take action without any hindrance to the public. Thank you, greetings.

32. Thiru.Pandian, Padalur

I am selling bricks, M-sand, P-sand and gravel. Since agriculture is the basic source of
food for us, there is no alternative to protecting it completely. At the same time, residential
houses are also essential. Today, when it is difficult to get natural sand, all construction
materials like M-sand, P-sand, gravel are produced from quarries. This production is not only
supplied to our area, but also to almost ten surrounding districts from our town. Today, many
families are earning their livelihood from these quarry activities. Especially, about 90 percent
of the drivers and shopkeepers around Padalur depend on the quarry industry for their
livelihood. Without a quarry, there is no Padalur. Everyone should support it as much as
possible. At the same time, agriculture should also be protected. Both should be given due

support with a balance of agriculture and quarrying. Thank you, greetings.

33. Thiru.Manikandan, Padalur

I am speaking as a driver, the drivers are not paid their due salary properly, they refuse to
pay even fifty rupees instead of one hundred rupees. If this continues, how can we make a
living by driving ? If we ask for five hundred rupees, we are given only two hundred rupees.
No matter what their family situation is, shouldn't the employers consider our family
situation? Driving in the locality causes many problems. We do not deny that everyone has

family responsibilities, but our question is what can we do in this situation.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer said that those who wish to submit their comments

in writing can submit them immediately.
District Deputy Collector:

All those who wished to submit their comments have been given ample
opportunity and many have also submitted their comments in writing. Therefore, no one
should be upset that the time has not been allotted, because we are going to conclude this
hearing with this. However, if anyone wishes to submit any missing comments, they can

submit them in writing to the Pollution Control Board office by 5 pm today. I would like to



inform you that all the comments received in this meeting will be duly recorded and a report
will be sent to the government based on it. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all
the villagers, police and other officials who remained calm and cooperated throughout the

meeting, and this public hearing meeting is concluded with this.

Enclosures:
1. Copy of attendance register of Public hearing (13 pages, 143 members)
2. Project summary Presentation
3. Copy of petitions receivéd duﬁng Public hearing-36 Nos.

4. Video recording of public hearing Pendrive.
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District Environmental Engineer, Personal Assistant to Collector

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, (General)/Deputy Collector,

Perambalur Perambalur ( %/
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