MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
- OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH
STONE QUARRY OF M/S. BAGAVATHI BLUE METALS, S.F.NO.200/1B (PART)
(BLOCK - 13), VENGALAM (EAST) VILLAGE, VEPPANTHATTAI TALUK,
PERAMBALUR DISTRICT OVER AN EXTENT OF 1.50.0 HECTARES ON
20.08.2026 AT 10:30 AM IN M/s. M.J.S MAHAL, ARUMBAVUR MAIN ROAD,
KRISHNAPURAM, VEPPANTHATTAI TALUK, PERAMBALUR DISTRICT.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:

1. Thiru. S. Sornaraj ' : | Personal Assistant to the District Collector
(General)/Deputy Collector,

Perambalur District.

2. Dr.D.Sugumar - : | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Perambalur District.

PROPRIETOR:
3. Proprietor — Bagavathi Blue Project :

Metals Rough Stone Quarry of
M/s. Bagavathi Blue Metals,

S.F.No.200/1B  (Part) (Block - 13),
Vengalam (East) Village,

Veppanthattai Taluk,

Perambalur District.

The total number of people who attended the meeting, including the Proprietor of the
quarry, Government Officials, Environmental Activists and the General Public, was 130.

(copy of the attendance regiSter 1s attached herewith).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur,
said Good morning, everyone. On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the
Perambalur District Administration, I would like to welcome the Personal Assistant and
Deputy Collector to the District Collector, Perambalur, other government officials, members
of the public, volunteers, police personnel, and members of the press and media who have

gathered to participate in and conduct the public hearing meeting for the proposed rough




stone quarry M/s. Bagavathi Blue Metals, S.F.No.200/1B (Part) (Block — 13), Vengalam
(East) Village, Veppanthattai Taluk, Perambalur District over an extent of 1.50.0 hectares.

The proposed quarry is located within a 500-metre radius quarry cluster, covering a
total area of 5.52.5 hectares. This public hearing meeting is being conducted as part of the
process for obtaining Environmental Clearance from the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) for the proposed quarry project. A public notice regarding
today's meeting was published 30 days in advance in” The New Indian Express” English
newspaper and Thinathanthi” Tamil newspaper, dated 21.07.2026.

In addition, information regarding the public hearing meeting was disseminated to the
people residing in Vengalam East Village and the surrounding villages through pamphlets
and public announcements using loudspeakers. The Project Environmental Consultant will
now explain the proposed project in detail. Following the presentation, members of the public
may register their comments and concerns individually by providing their name and address.
All comments and representations made by the public during the meeting will be recorded in
audio and video format and submitted to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority
for consideration. The Project Environmental Consultant will now explain the project to the
public. |
Project Environmental Consultant: The project consultant explained the project to the
public through a Power Point Presentation.

The District Environmental Engineer, requested the members of the public who wished to
make comments to first provide their details, including their name and address, and thereafter
record their comments clearly and without interruption.

1. Thiru. Suresh, Vengalam

Good morning to everyone. My name is Suresh, and T am working as an auto-
rickshaw driver. There are already three or four crushers in Vengalam Village. We are
already finding it difficult to deal with the existing ones. Therefore, there is no need for us to

establish and operate a new crusher.

{The Personal Assistant (General) to the District Collector / Deputy Collector, This is
not a public hearing meeting regarding a crusher; it is a public hearing meeting regarding a
stone quarry. This meeting is being conducted to obtain the views of the public on whether
you require this quarry or not. If you support the quarry, you may state the reasons for your
support; if you do not support it, you may state the reasons for your opposition. The views
recorded during this meeting will be forwarded to the higher authorities, and the final
decision will be taken by them. Please express your views freely and clearly. This meeting
has been organised in accordance with the prescribed procedures. We are not here to answer



questions raised by the public. You may only express your views. Please make use of this
opportunity to state your opinions. }

We do not require this stone quarry. The existing quarrying activities are being carried
out without proper time restrictions. School vehicles are unable to travel properly. In the
evenings, we are unable to transport milk after milking the cows. On the single-lane road,
when heavy vehicles and lorries travel back and forth, accidents occur. When we question
them about this, they come forward to quarrel with us. Henceforth, we do not require any
more stone quarries in this area. Thank you.

2. Thiru. Ravichandran, Thondamandurai

Lorries are travelling on the roads throughout the 24 hours. School students and the
general public are facing difficulties while travelling. The vehicles are being driven at very
high speeds. Agriculture is on the verge of being destroyed. Blasting is being carried out
throughout the 24 hours. It has become impossible to stay peacefully at home. A large
amount of dust and smoke is spreading and settling on the trees, plants and vegetation in the
surrounding forest areas. We are unable to graze our goats and cattle. The people belonging
to the Boyar community used to depend entirely on these hills for their livelihood. Now, that
community itself has been adversely affected. All the existing stone quarries in this area
should be removed. We do not want any new stone quarry. Thank you.

3. Thiru. Sekar Vasudevan, Vengalam

A stone quarry is definitely not required in Vengalam Village. When I was young,
whenever it rained, our lake would become half full. That is not happening now. We do not
require this stone quarry. They are operating by stating that the land is patta land. How was
this patta land obtained? A copy of the relevant documents should be provided to us. It
should be clarified whether the land was originally agricultural land or whether it was
specifically intended for stone quarrying. Thank you.

4. Thiru. Mathiyazhagan, Vengalam

There are already many stone quarries in this area. The reason why we are saying that
a new stone quarry should not be permitted is that the mineral resources are being excessively
exploited. When I was young, I saw that the hills were much larger. Now, they are
continuously becoming smaller. The groundwater level is also declining. Farmers are being
severely affected. Therefore, we oppose the establishment of this stone quarry and state that

we do not require it. Thank you.

S. Thiru. Rajendran, Vengalam

I am a resident of Vengalam Village and the Veppanthattai Union Secretary of the
Communist Party of India. Since 2016, we have been stating through newspapers and
communications with the concerned departments that permission should not be granted for
this stone quarry and questioning why such permission was being considered. You are
conducting a public consultation meeting to grant permission for this stone quarry. However,
when this quarry was originally established, the District' Collectorate did not conduct any
public consultation meeting. Since 1984, during the rainy season, heavy rainfall has been
experienced from Vengalam, Krishnapuram and Thondamandurai up to Kaikaatti. However,



after these stone quarries were established, rainfall in this area has almost reduced by a
distance of about three kilometres. The groundwater level has also gone down considerably.
You have prescribed certain regulations for stone quarries. If we examine whether those
regulations have actually‘been implemented, the answer is no. On 19 July, we passed a
resolution requesting that the crushers in Esanai and Vengalam be properly regulated, and we
sent letters to the Department of Mines and the Department of Environment. Tomorrow
marks one month since those representations were submitted. No action has been taken so far.
We personally went to the offices and met the officials. The quarrying activities are being
carried out to a depth of approximately 50 to 60 feet. Who granted permission for this? Into
how many portions has this hill been divided for quarrying? We have requested that a display
board be installed showing the survey numbers and the names of the persons who have taken
leases for each portion. We have been making this request for the past four years, but no such
information board has been installed. What measures have you taken to plant trees and
prevent dust and other deposits from reaching agricultural lands? You have stated these
measures and displayed them on the screen. The information displayed on the screen could
have been provided to the public in the form of a booklet. If the information is shown only on
a screen, how can the public raise questions about it? When we attend the public grievance
meeting, the details of the previous month's meeting and the action taken on the issues raised
are explained in detail. Similarly, you should also provide such information here. We do not
want any new quarries in this area. If you go to areas such as Mohammadpattinam,
Pillaiyarpalayam and Visuvakudi, the members of the public there say that after these
quarries and crushers were opened, they have not been able to sleep peacefully. You should
have explained to the public what types of questions they were permitted to ask. You cannot
say in this meeting that questions regarding crushers should not be raised. If permission is
granted again for this quarry, I would like to state that we should not be forced to mobilise all
the people of the Veppanthattai Taluk and conduct a major protest. Thank you.

6. Thiru. M, Subramaniam, Thondamandurai

I reside in Vengalam West Village. The quarry operators are not extracting stone
within the prescribed limits and conditions. The vehicles are also not being driven carefully.
Schoolchildren face difficulties, particularly during school hours. I myself have met with an
accident and fallen while travelling. There are numerous risks. We do not require this stone
quarry. I already have 10 to 15 cattle at my house. There used to be many cattle in the
surrounding areas as well. Now, it has become difficult to maintain these cattle. Please bring
this issue to the attention of the Hon'ble Chief Minister. We should neither allow the mineral
resources to be illegally exploited nor permit them to be extracted excessively. At present, the
resources are being excessively exploited. Vehicles are being operated day and night. Are
there prescribed operating hours for them or not? Blasting is being carried out at arbitrary
times. Our houses are severely shaken by the blasts. The Pollution Control Board is intended
to protect the environment. However, we are not receiving any environmental protection. I
am 42 years old and have been living here for the past 42 years. My agricultural land is
located in Vengalam West. I request that an appropriate solution be provided to us. We do not
want this stone quarry. We have also brought a petition, which we are submitting herewith.

Thank you.



7. Tmt. N. Shanthi, Annamangalam

When a project is implemented, we should not look only at its shortcomings; we
should also consider its benefits. Around 600 families depend on these four crushers for their
livelihood. Their livelihoods should also be taken into consideration. There are around 500
families working as Hitachi operators, JCB operators and in other related occupations. Their
livelihoods should also be considered. The quarry may be permitted to operate subject to
certain conditions, provided that those conditions are strictly followed. With this, I conclude

my remarks. Thank you.
8. Thiru. Moorthy, Thondamandurai

Greetings to everyone who has gathered here. Thousands of families are earning their
livelihood through the crusher industry. We are also engaged in vehicle-related work
depending on this industry. More than 100 families from Thondamandurai, Vengalam and
Krishnapuram villages are dependent on quarrying and stone-breaking work for their
livelihood. Therefore, I request that the quari'y be permitted to operate subject to the
prescribed rules and regulations and that livelihood opportunities be provided to the workers

through this activity. Thank you.
9. Thiru. R. Nallasamy, Krishnapuram

This quarry is essential for us. The livelihood of all the families in this area depends
on this quarry. Within a radius of approximately 20 kilometres, construction materials such as
sand, gravel and M-sand are obtained through this industry. If these facilities are closed, the
prices of all construction materials will increase. The Government should establish
appropriate rules and regulations and take steps to ensure that the quarries operate in
accordance with them. If the rules are violated, legal action should be taken. We support the
establishment and operation of this quarry. Thank you.

10. Thiru. Venkatesan, Krishnapuram

Quarry vehicle drivers are not driving their vehicles properly on the roads, and there
is excessive dust. When mineral materials are transported from the quarry through the roads,
many accidents.occur. The minerals are being extracted in quantities exceeding the limits
prescribed in the quarry permission. There are also specified operating hours, but the quarry
activities are being carried out beyond those hours. Quarrying activities are causing
considerable problems for farmers. Dust generated from the quarry settles on agricultural
crops. A quarry may be permitted because livelihood is important; however, it must be
operated properly and in accordance with the prescribed conditions. If a specific operating
time has been prescribed, activities should be carried out only within that time. If a specific
quantity has been permitted for extraction, only that quantity should be extracted. There are
eight crushers and three quarries in Vengalam and Krishnapuram. The authorities should
inspect whether all of them are extracting minerals within the permitted limits and operating
in accordance with the prescribed regulations, and appropriate action should be taken
wherever necessary. I do not understand what benefit the general public will receive by
starting another new quarry. It has been stated that 500 saplings will be planted, but it is not



known whether they have actually been planted. The general public is being affected by these
activities. It has also been stated that toilets and dining facilities will be constructed in
Government schools. The School Education Department is responsible for taking care of the
schools. Instead, good roads should be provided so that the general public is not affected. The
houses located nearby are severely affected by the sound of blasting. A quarry may be
necessary for livelihood, but it should operate properly and strictly within the prescribed
limits. We do not require another new quarry. With this, I conclude my remarks. Thank you.

11. Thiru. C. Ganapathi, Vengalam East

This meeting is being conducted stating that a new stone quarry is proposed to be
opened. There are already numerous problems associated with the existing stone quarries.
Therefore, my opinion is that this new stone quarry should not be opened. You are stating
that 500 families in this village depend on this activity. However, there are five or six villages
surrounding this area. What about all the people living in those five or six villages? Did
people not live here before the quarries were established? Previously, agricultural production
in this area was good, and the lake used to fill with water, resulting in abundant water
resources. Now, rainfall has reduced considerably. You are now proposing to establish
another new stone quarry. First, regulate and properly operate the existing quarries. We do
not want a new stone quarry. Thank you.

12. Thiru. Vishnu, Vengalam Village

A public hearing meeting is being conducted regarding the proposal to establish a new
stone quarry. In the existing quarries, stones are already being extracted in quantities
exceeding the permitted limits. They are also not properly following the pollution-control
measures prescribed by the authorities. They are excessively exploiting the mineral resources
and are approaching the lake while carrying out quarrying activities. When questioned, they
state that the land is patta land. You should obtain the old maps, verify the extent of the lake,
and take appropriate action. The public does not have proper road facilities. The roads used
by the general public here are in very poor condition. Without paying attention to those roads,
good roads are being constructed around the crushers for their own use. Lorries are being
operated day and night without observing any restrictions, and they are being driven at very
high speeds. We have repeatedly complained to the authorities. We have even stopped the
lorries and raised the issue with the concerned persons. First, inspect the existing quarries
personally and take appropriate action. The existing quarries have already caused
considerable damage by affecting the water resources and rainfall conditions. If another
quarry is permitted, the impact will be even greater. Earlier, one of the women who spoke
stated that 500 families would benefit from the quarry. However, she is working in the
quarry-related activity there. People should state their genuine opinions. If you are all
working in the quarry or crusher industry, please state that clearly. You should not simply
repeat someone else's opinion as your own. Only a few of the quarry owners are local
residents; most are from outside the area. Their families will not suffer the consequences.
We, the local people, will be the ones affected. The impact may not be immediately visible,
but our children and grandchildren will face much greater consequences in the future. You
are saying that there will be benefits to 500 families. However, you should also take into



account all the surrounding villages. If no action is taken, we will organise a very large public
protest. Steps should first be taken to close the existing quarries. Thank you. Good morning.

13. Thiru. Raja, Krishnapuram

Around 30 families depend on this crusher for their livelihood. This is our occupation.
We do not know any other occupation apart from this. Therefore, we require this quarry. We
are operating in accordance with the rules and regulations prescribed for the quarry. We
educate our children using the income earned from this occupation. Arrangements are
currently being made gradually to control pollution. We believe that these measures will be
implemented properly in the future. We require this quarry. Thank you.

14. Thiru. Ramu, Thondamandurai Village

We are all stone-breaking workers. We have been living here for the past 30 to 40
years. If we give up this occupation, we cannot go to other places and earn our livelihood.
Even when we go elsewhere, we are not accepted and are asked to leave. When we have such
a large hill in our own village, if we are not allowed to break stones and work, what are we
supposed to do? You are earning your livelihood by keeping cattle. We earn our livelihood by
breaking approximately 20 to 30 stones a day. That is all. Many families are dependent on a
single crusher for their livelihood. There is no issue in stopping the quarry if that is necessary.
However, before doing so, please provide an alternative livelihood solution for the families

who depend on each crusher. Thank you.

15. Thiru. Devarajan, Vengalam

I have been living among and interacting with all the people here for the past 30 to 40
years. I request everyone to understand my opinion. Some people say that they do not want
the crusher, while others say that they need it. If there were no crushers in this area, the price
of construction materials would be very high. M-sand and gravel are transported from here to
many districts and various locations. If the gravel supplied from here costs 10,000 in another
location, we are able to obtain it here for approximately Z5,000. As a result, there is
development in Krishnapuram, and there is also development in Perambalur District. The
officials are monitoring the activities properly. If materials are transported in excess of the
permitted quantity, fines are imposed. The presence of crushers in this area is beneficial to
this region, this district and this village. Some people stated that rainfall has reduced. This is
not solely because of the presence of crushers. Weather conditions across the world are being
affected by climate change and phenomena such as El Nifio. Some people have made
requests regarding the improvement of schools and road facilities. Such facilities can be
provided. In addition, each crusher owner should take steps to contribute to the development
of the respective villages. The people who are most affected by the presence of crushers are
the farmers. The Government has now taken action and constructed barriers around all the
crushers. If these barriers are not sufficient, they should be instructed to increase their height
further. The presence of these crushers has brought recognition and economic development to

.Vengalam Panchayat and Krishnapuram. Today, the Government of Tamil Nadu has
restricted river sand mining. From where are we supposed to obtain sand? It is being said that
one unit costs ¥50,000. Can ordinary people afford to purchase it and construct houses? The



crusher owners should provide assistance to poor and economically weaker people to
construct houses and should also support the educational expenses of children from poor
families. We should make use of the resources available to us. Even after another thousand
years, this hill will not be completely depleted.

{There was commotion among the members of the public}

The Personal Assistant (General) to the District Collector / Deputy Collector, intervened
and requested all members of the public to remain seated in their respective places. He stated:
“Please state the problems and difficulties faced by you. The authorities will take appropriate
steps to address them. There is no need for us to quarrel among ourselves. Everyone has the
right to express their opinion. Each person may express their own views. There is no need to
quarrel over this.” A person from the gathering also requested everyone not to quarrel over
the matter. The Personal Assistant (General) to the District Collector / Deputy Collector made
an appeal to the public: “I make a kind request to everyone to remain seated. Every individual
has the freedom to express his or her own opinion. Please do not engage in arguments
regarding what others have said. If you do not want the quarry, state only the reasons why
you do not want it. If you want the quarry, state only the reasons why you want it. This is the
ninth public consultation meeting being conducted this month. There are many common
observations made in each meeting. Many of you have stated that accidents occur because
heavy vehicles are driven at high speeds; vehicles are operated day and night; prescribed
~ procedures are not followed during blasting; blasting affects the surrounding environment;
groundwater levels are declining; cattle and goat rearing are being affected; water resources
are declining; there are violations of quarry regulations; the existing three quarries and eight
crushers have already caused impacts that the people are unable to tolerate; no new quarry
should be permitted; saplings should be planted properly; the lake is being affected; the
extent of the lake should be measured; schoolchildren are facing difficulties; and earlier
complaints should be monitored. I have recorded all the points raised by you. At the same
time, some people have stated that their livelihood depends entirely on this quarry, that they
own vehicles dependent on quarry activities, and that they have no agricultural land and
therefore depend on this occupation for their livelihood. Some have also stated that the
closure of the quarry would result in an increase in the price of construction materials. The
purpose of a public consultation meeting is for you to express your views and leave. There is
no problem with that. Please do not approach or argue with those who have already expressed
their opinions. Everyone has the right to express his or her own opinion. For example, in
Tiruppur District, people are affected by dyeing and textile-industry effluents. However, the
entire garment manufacturing industry cannot be stopped because of these problems.
Similarly, fireworks are manufactured in Sivakasi, and accidents occur there. That does not
mean that the entire industry can be completely stopped. Every village and every industry has
its own problems. Similarly, stone quarrying is also an industry. You have the freedom to
express whether you want this quarry or do not want it. You may freely express your views.
The opinions expressed by you will be considered, and necessary action has also been taken
on several issues. The Environmental Engineer sitting here has so far sealed six crushers. If
any violations of the prescribed rules and regulations are identified, action will definitely be



'. taken. You are discussing the law and arguing among yourselves. But how many of those

present here came wearing helmets? How many of you are driving vehicles with valid
licences? How many of you are driving vehicles without the necessary RC books? Nobody is
100 per cent perfect. It is very easy to identify faults in others. Please express your opinions
freely. You have stated that quarries are being excavated deeply and that this affects
groundwater. However, this is not that type of quarry. This is a quarry where extraction is
carried out on the top of the hill. Therefore, please understand everything clearly and express
your views politely, briefly and clearly. Do not repeatedly state points that have already been
made. If you have any new point to make, state only that point. Those who wish to express
their views should state their name, father's name and village and briefly say, ‘I do not want
this quarry for this reason,” or ‘I want this quarry for this reason.” Those who have petitions

may submit them.”

16. Tmt. P. Kamalam

I definitely want the stone quarry. I am not saying this because I work for the owner. I
definitely need the stone quarry for my livelihood. Only if crushers are available can gravel,
sand and M-sand be obtained. We cannot travel all the way to Chennai to obtain these
materials. Because these facilities are available here, we are able to obtain the materials at a
lower price. We belong to a simple family. We definitely require this stone quarry. It is
because of this quarry that our family is able to earn its livelihood. Thank you.

17. Thiru. A. Jayakumar, Vengalam Village

Last night, at around 11:00 p.m., I-was walking along the road. I could hear the sound
of the crusher operating. When blasting takes place in the hill, the windows of our houses
shake. They are now talking about economic problems. However, the issue of the quarry and
the hill is a matter concerning our way of life. What is most important is that we should
remain alive and safe tomorrow. Earning money comes next. Do we have to destroy the hill
and then depend on the employment generated from its destruction for our livelihood? You
should carefully consider whether this new stone quarry and the employment opportunities
said to be generated through it are genuinely necessary before taking a decision. None of the
quarry owners are present here. They are all outsiders. The owners are sitting somewhere else
and employing workers to break and transport the stone. You have explained several points
on the screen. I do not know how many of the people present here actually understood them.
If you provide the information in the form of a booklet, we can read it and understand it
properly. If you explain all the information required for opening a quarry within eight
minutes, how can we understand everything? Please provide us with a printed copy of the
project report. We will study it and then conduct another public consultation meeting where
we can express our views. The opinion I wish to express now is that permission should not be
granted to establish this quarry. Thank you.

18. Thiru. Leonisanth, Vengalam

I have come here to state that I do not want the stone quarry. When asked why, I
would say that although many people benefit from these activities, the water resources are
continuously declining. Many people are saying that stone breaking is their livelihood. There



are already nine crushers and three quarries in this area. There are already many employment
opportunities through these existing activities. Therefore, it is not appropriate to grant
permission for additional new quarries. Thank you.

The Personal Assistant (General) to the District Collector / Deputy Collector stated:
Please state your views briefly and clearly. Those who have prepared petitions may submit

them to me.

The District Environmental Engineer stated: Those who wish to express their views may
come forward and state their opinions.

19. Tmt:Jebakani, Social Activist

Greetinéé to everyone. I extend my greetings to the Personal Assistant to the District
Collector and the District Environmental Engineer. The members of the public have
expreséed many valuable opinions so far. Therefore, my suggestion to the company is that it
should take into consideration the views expressed by the people and operate the company in
a manner that is acceptable and beneficial to the local community. This is my opinion. Thank

you.
20. Thiru. Ramakrishnan, Vengalam

The members of the public have expressed and exchanged their respective views. The
company may be operated in such a manner that the farmers living around the hill and the
people rearing goats and cattle are not adversely affected. If it is operated in such a manner,
there will be no adverse impact on the farmers. If complaints regarding any adverse impacts
are submitted to the officials, they will take appropriate action. Similarly, trees should be
planted and efforts should be made to improve rainfall and environmental conditions. One
person mentioned the lake. The authorities are requested to visit the lake personally, measure
its extent and take appropriate action. Please undertake this exercise. Whenever an industry is
established, there will be both benefits and disadvantages. The major concern expressed by
the public at present is regarding pollution and environmental impacts. I sincerely request the
Government officials to take appropriate measures to ensure that such impacts do not occur.

The Personal Assistant (General) to the District Collector / Deputy Collector stated:
Thank you very much to everyone. I would like to inform you that all the views expressed by
you have been recorded and will be forwarded to the higher authorities. Thank you.

21. Thiru.Lakshmanan, Veeraganur

Greetings to everyone. I am working as a manager in the Bhagavathi Crusher.
Everyone is saying that a new quarry is being opened. This is not a new stone quarry. The
validity period of the permit for the existing stone quarry has expired. Therefore, they are
applying for a new permit. The stone quarry is definitely required for us. You are all stating
that the surrounding people are being affected. However, you should also consider the
benefits provided by this activity. You are saying that roads have not been provided.’
However, they are providing various forms of assistance to everyone. Therefore, I request
that permission be granted to establish and operate this stone quarry. Thank you.



Enclosures :

1. Copy of attendance register of Public hearing (11 pages - 130 members)
2. Project summary Presentation

3. Copy of petitions received during Public hearing- 42 Nos.

4. Video recording of public hearing CD
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