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PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED
MINING PROJECT QUARRY OF M/s.S.AYYAPPAN, ORDINARY STONE AND
GRAVEL QUARRY OVER AN EXTENT AREA OF 1.86.00 HECTARES IN SURVEY
NOS; 160/4, 159/1, 132/2B & 131/1C2(P). AT PULIYAMPATTI VILLAGE, PALANI
TALUK, DINDIGUL DISTRICT AT 11.00 A.M ON 12.02.2026 IN M/s.SAMUTHAYA
KOODAM, PULIYAMPATTI VILLAGE, PALANI TALUK, DINDIGUL DISTRICT.

Present:

1. | Mr. R. Kannan Revenue Divisional Officer,
Palani Revenue Division,
Dindigul District.

2. | Dr. P. Ramesh District Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul District.

3. | Mrs. G. Usha Rani Assistant Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Bdard,
| Dindigul District

4. | Mr. M. Prasanna Tahsildar,

Palani Taluk,

Dindigul District.

5. | Project Proponent & Public As per attendance register (copy enclosed)

Introduction:

District Environmental Engineer, Dindigul:

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, | would like to express my
’sincere gratifude to the Respected Revenue Divisional Officer, Palani, for presiding
ﬂover the public hearing meeting.

All members of the public, the Tahsildar, officials of the Revenue Department,
Police Department, media representatives and social activists are also warmly
welcomed to participate in this public hearing.

The press release for this project was issued on 23.12.2025 in Dinamalar and
The New Indian Express newspapers. Public awareness about the public héaring
meeting was conducted in nearby villages on 11.02.2026 using auto-rickshaws.

Posters were pasted in prominent locations. Banners have been displayed.

-Additionally, the draft Environmental Impact Assessmet project report and detailed
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report were made available in both Tamil and English for public viewing on the website
of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, as well as in three government offices.

As per the Environmental Impact Assessment issued by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, New Delhi on 14.09.2006 and amended in
2009, a Public Hearing is mandatory before the grant of Environmental Clearance.,
Therefore, the public hearing for the proposed project of Mr. S. Ayyappan, Ordinary
Stone and Gravel Quarry, covering an area of 1.86.0 hectares at SF Nos. 160/4, 159/1,
132/2B, and 131/1C2(P), Puliyampatti Village, Palani Taluk, Cindigul District, is being
conducted today. )

After the project consultant has explained the proposed project, members of'v
the public may express their opinions.

Members of the public are kindly requested to provide only their comments
related to the project, stating their name and village. Comments may be expressed
either orally or in writing. It is informed that the recorded comments will be compiled
and forwarded to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai, with
the approval of the Revenue Divisional Ofﬁcer and the District Collector.

The project consultant will provide explanations regarding this project.

Technical Presentation, Environmental Consultant:
M/s. S. Ayyappan of Ordinary Stone and Gravel Quarry presented the
environmental details of the project to the public through a PowerPoint presentation.

District Environmental Engineer, Dindigul: .
He stated that those who wish to comment may provide their name and name

of their village.

1. Mr. V. Nataraj, Puliyampatti

He said that, regarding this quarry, M-Sand and Jalli are being transported
using vehicles. They provide the necessary codperation as required. Water is sprayed
during the M-Sand production to suppress and control dust emissions and proper
permits are issued. He further said that the crusher is helpful to the public and that

they do not cause any obstructions.
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2. Mr. S. Sakthivel, Palani:
He said that, since quarrying activities are carried out in accordance with the
law, they may be permitted.



3. Mr. M. Ramesh, Palani:
He said that this quarry can be established as it will greatly contribute to the

development of the country.

4. Mr. Karuppusamy, Pallikoodthan Valasu:
He stated that, he owns agricultural land opposite the quarry and that he would

be satisfied as long as neither smoke nor stones reach has property.

“5 Mr. Vairamuthu, Pattali Makkal Katchi, North Dindigul District Secretary:

It was stated that, although the benefits or harms of the quarry may be
questioned by the publié, the public consultation meeting had been advertised by the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board in the Dinamalar newspaper on 23.12.2025.
sHowever, no awareness campaign had been conducted by the Board in the
surrounding areas such as Pallikoodthan Valasu, Amara Poondi and Melakottai
regarding the potential impacts of the proposed stone quarry, and the process was
described as merely a formality.

It was further stated that a visit had been made to the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Dindigul office on 11.02.2026; however, as the Environmental Engineer
had left for lunch, the matter had been discussed with the next-level officer. It was
méntioned that photographs had been taken in front of the temple after prior notice
héd been given, as a formality. Clarification was sought regarding the date on which
“the invitation letters issued by the Board had been distributed to the public and the
number of posters displayed for the public consultation meeting. It was asserted that
thé meeting had been organized only as a formality for implementing a government or
government-related project and that the project was openly opposed.
¥ It was emphasized that the public consultation meeting should be
communicated to all residents. Clarification was sought regarding the announcements
made through the public address system, including the number of persons likely to be
affected by the quarry, as raised by Mr. Ayyappan. It was questioned how many times
the public had been informed that employment would be provided to 24 persons and
that no environmental impact would occur. The meeting was again described as a
mere formality. It was suggested that the meeting be reconducted, that proper notices
be distributed to all residents in Amara Poondi and Melakottai, and that the public be
duly invited. It was further stated, on behalf of the Pattali Makkal Katchi and in a



personal capacity, that a re-evaluation should be conducted and that an Environmental
Clearance letter should be issued for the quarry.
6. Mr. Nataraj, Palani:

It was stated that the public consultation meeting was considered to be merely
a formality. It was indicated that, to the best of his knowledge, no proper awareness,
or publicity had been carried out in the area. Therefore, it was suggested that the.
meeting be reconducted with adequate advertisement so that a larger number of
people could assemble and express their views.

7. Mr. Rajarathinam, Palani:

Greetings were conveyed to all present. It was stated that the study had not
been widely communicated to all residents. Therefore, it was suggested that the
consultation be conducted again after properly informing all residents of the area, so
that their opinions could be recorded in a public forum.

8. Mrs. M. Jebakani, Dindigul:

Greetings were conveyed to the presiding officer, elders of the surrounding
villages and concerned citizens. It was stated that, whether for a stone quarry or an
industrial establishment, the letters and opinions of volunteers and social activists are
required to be considered in accordance with the 2018 Indian law. Her views were_
then presented on this basis. )

It was stated that the operation of the quarry enhances the livelihoods of people
in the surrounding villages by providirg employment opportuities for both men and
women, and that basic facilities are developed in the area. It was further stated that
stones are essential for construction activities, including houses, hospitals and otherc
buildings and office structures, and that the stone quarry is therefore highly necessary.

It was also stated that trees such as Pongai, Poovarasan and Neem are planted
by the company for environmental protection, thereby contributing oxygen for humans,
birds and animals in the area. It was indicated that the crusher had been established
in such a manner that the environmental benefits of the trees would extend to all living
beings. It was affirmed that the views expressed in respect of Tamil Nadu and the
quarry were genuine. It was repeatedly emphasized that the project enhances
livelihoods, and a request was respectfully made to the Environmental Officer to grant.

clearance for the quarry without obstruction.



9. Mr. P. Kalimuthu, Puliyampatti:

It was stated that no objection was raised regarding the establishment of the
crusher.
10. Mrs. Lakshmi, Dindigul:

Greetings were conveyed to all present at the public consultation meeting. It

-was stated that, with the establishment of the quarry, eraployment would be provided

to people in the surrounding areas and that the quarry operators are constructing
hospitals, providing road facilites and extending other necessary amenities.

Therefore, it was stated that the quarry should be permitted.

“Conclusion:
District Environmental Engineer, Dindigul:

The meeting was concluded with thanks extended to the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Palani, who presided over it, as well as to the Tahsildar who attended,
departmental officers, police officials, media representatives, social activists and
members of the public.

The list of those who have attended the meeting (Attendance Register), audio
and video recordings (CD/Pen Drive), 1 petition received during the meeting and

photographs of the public hearing meeting are enclosed herewith.

Districté‘

vironmental Engineer
sTamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Palani
Dindigul

Enclosures:

1. Copy of the newspaper publication regarding the Public Hearing (in Tamil and
English dailies).

2. Copy of the Attendance Register of participants who attended the Public Hearing
(Total pages: 04, Total participants: 4-2.).

3. CD/Pen drive containing the audio and video recording of the Public Hearing

< meeting.
4. Representation (petition) received from the public (Total: 1 No.).
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