MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED

EXPANSION OF FOUNDRY UNIT OF M/S. ASHOK LEYLAND LIMITED FROM 2790 TPM

TO 6125 TPM OF FERROUS CASTINGS AT S.F.NO. 39A & 39B, KATHIVAKKAM

VILLAGE, TIRUVOTTIYUR TALUK, CHENNAI DISTRICT ON 29-09-2023 AT 11.00 AM

BY TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD, AMBATTUR.

Project Name | The Proposed Expansion of Foundry Unit of M/s.
Ashok Leyland Limited from 2790 TPM to 6125 TPM
of Ferrous Castings, S.F.No. 39A & 39B, Kathivakkam
Village, Tiruvottiyur Taluk, Chennai District.

Date andTime 1 29.09.2023 AT 11.00AM
Annai Sivagami Nagar Samuthaya Nala Maligai,
Venu Ennore Express Road, Ennore, Chennai-57.
| 1. Tmt. Rashmi Siddharth Zagade, |.A.S.,
Presence of District Collector, Chennai District

2. Tmt. S Indira Gandhi., M.E.,
District Environmental Engineer. Tamilnadu Pollution
Control Board, Ambattur

3. List of public participants is attached.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Ambattur
welcomed the District Collector and the public and informed that the unit of M/s. Ashok
Leyland Limited — foundry division located at S.F. No. 39A & 39B, Kathivakkam Village,
Tiruvottiyur Taluk, Chennai District has proposed to expand its production of Ferrous
Castings from 2790 TPM to 6125 TPM which requires Environmental Clearance from the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, Tamil Nadu under Environmental

Impact Assessment Notification, 2006.

Based on that, the Environmental Impact Assessment report was prepared by the

unit as per terms of conditions issued by Environment Impact Assessment Committee and



published public notice as mandate informing the Public Hearing in two newspapers namely
“New Indian Express” in English& “Dinakaran” in Tamil on 24.08.2023 and accordingly
today 29-09-2023 Public Hearing was arranged.

On behalf of the unit of M/s. Ashok Leyland Limited (Foundry Division), the QCI
consultant has started the presentation of the salient feature of the proposed expansion
project. Meanwhile, a group of people from the nearby villages along with the Hon'ble
Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) - Tiruvottiyur constituency interrupted the

presentation vehemently and stated the following:

1) As the industry is located in Ward 2 of Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC),
why the public hearing is conducted at ward 3 of GCC, hence the Public

hearing should be called off.

2) The Public hearing is organised without the prior information and approval
from MLA and the GCC ward Councilors, the public hearing shall be called off

and the same shall be scheduled only after getting approval.

3) As the unitis causing a lot of pollution and health hazards to the nearby village
people and not providing any employment to the local people, the expansion

activity will not be allowed and hence the public hearing shall be called off.

The District Collector and the District Environmental Engineer tried their level
best to convince the MLA, GCC ward Councillors and the public, stating the following so as

to proceed with the public hearing,

1) The District Environmental Engineer has informed that in the EIA
Notification 2006, it is not specified that the public hearing should be
conducted only in the Ward in which the unit is located. Already this Public
hearing was proposed to be conducted on 11.05.2023 at Joseph Mall
(Marriage hall) which was near the industry location, but it was postponed by
the District Collector, Chennai as oral representation was received from the
public to change the venue as it is located near to the Church. Hence Annai
Sivagami Nagar Samuthaya Nala Maligai, Ennore Express Road, Sivagami

Nagar, next nearest venue was chosen for conducting the public hearing.

2) The District Environmental Engineer has informed that, as per the EIA
Notification 20086, the notice about the title of the project, date, time and venue

of the Public Hearing process has to be published by the Tamil Nadu Pollution



Control Board both in Tamil and in English Newspapers 30 days in advance
and the prior intimation/approval from MPs/MLAs/Councilors are not

mandatory. All the views of the public are recorded through audio and video.

3) The District Collector has informed that the meeting is conducted as per the
procedure only and all the views/queries are recorded and will be sent to the
SEIAA-TN. After the completion of the presentation the opinions will be

recorded one by one.

4) The District collector has informed several times to the MLA and others that
whatever the opinion on the venue of the public hearing and the on expansion
project of the unit will be properly recorded and communicated to the
concerned authority for taking decisions on the issue of environmental

clearance to the unit.

However, the following views, Queries and opinions were also raised by the
MLA, Ward Councillor and Public and recorded during the Public Hearing.

1. Member of Legislature Assembly, Tiruvottiyur Constituency

» Public hearing has to be postponed based on the views of public. The unit
has not provided CSR activities like education, school, hospital facilities.
The next public hearing has to be conducted at Ennore and | will get the

permission from local school available here.

» More than 2000 employees are working in this unit but all are north Indians
and not from home town and giving health issues to all the local public.

The public rejecting this project, hence it should be rejected.

I am MLA and representative of 3,20,000 people, this public hearing was

Y

conducted without my knowledge. The officials have to stay here and see.

People's representative MLA and others who came here want to call off

b vd

this meeting. So cancel this meeting and conduct at Industry premises.
» District Collector have all powers and also to cancel the meeting.

» As | am an MLA, concurrence from me was not obtained to conduct this
meeting. Have to go village-wise to get views. More than 30 nos, have
Asthama and Cancer. At first, notice was not given to Nehru Nagar

Periyapakkam. So call off the meeting.




» During the investigation of complaints from the public, Industries are only

inspected whereas the complainant was not enquired on field. Hence, so

dissolve the meeting.

2. Ward Councillor:

»

Y

3. Public:

Bit notice was issued one day before the Public hearing which was
not in detail. Therefore the public hearing was planned without

proper intimation.

Due to the expansion of this industry, the total infrastructure of
Ennore region will be changed in considering the Ennore land area,

population and industrial area.

The current presentation details were not shared anywhere

previously.

This unit has already obtained permission for only 35% from
TNPCB, but now it is in operation with 50% capacity. If it is
expanded for 100% then what will be our condition. We are already
facing health problems and dieing due to pollution of M/s.

Coramendal fertilizers.

The Government officials should stand for the people and not

against the public.

Before conducting public hearing the notice has to be issued and
opinion has to be obtained from MLA, ward councillors and public.

Already pollution is so high in this region, so a committee has to be
formed with Govt. officials to carryout a detailed study before

conducting the public hearing.

The present infrastructure is sufficient for current production
capacity only. The current infrastructure is not enough to handle the

expansion of production 2.5 times more.

» The unit has not conducted a single medical camp in this area. The

public have to be visited and awareness have to be given. If there is



no foundry operation then IT industry might have come.,

» Due to Air pollution there is a lot of chances for health hazards, hence
a committee has to be formed to conduct Air survey in which the District
collector, local politicians, public representative are to be present. The
committee has to study Air and Water pollution, if all the parameters
are within the standards and after convincing the local public, the

expansion activity shall be permitted.

» A industry has to provide employment to the local public and should
understand the problems of local people. Hence the public hearing has
to be conducted at industry premises.

» Bit notice was printed in English was given for public hearing, so call

off this meeting.

» Hall was booked on 28" Aug 2023 and hall incharge gave wrong
information as for Collector welfare scheme program. Three days
before only came to know that it is for conducting public hearing.
Information notice was not kept at Ennore. Only 40% are public and
60% are industry people, if we walk out, this meeting will be conducted

with that persons. So requesting to call off the meeting at our presence.
4. Poovulagin Nanbarkal:

» A report was prepared and sent through mail for more than 15 times,

during emission of smokes called through telephone but no reply.

Also, some written petitions were received from the following which are enclosed for

reference.

1. There were 37 nos. of representations received from “Naam Thamizhar

Katchi” opposing the expansion activity stating that,

» There is no need for new expansion activity as already Ennore region is highly
polluted with Air Pollution. Hence new expansion is not required. Increase in

production for 3 times will lead to increase in pollution for 3 times.
2. Environment Protection Association NGO:

» The Expansion activity of M/s. Ashok Leyland (Foundry division) is necessary

even though the unit causes pollution. In the world of science and technology,



the unit's expansion is necessary considering the employment opportunity to
the public. The unit must use the CSR fund to the surrounding people and
give first priority in employing the local people. In addition to that the unit is

requested to use the advanced techniques in reducing the air pollution.
3. Ennore all villages welfare association trust:

» The people in Katthivakkam village, Ennore are surrounded by Industries.
The emission from these units causes cancer, respiratory problem, heart
problems and even death to the peoples. During the pandemic corana period
huge number of death were caused in Kathivakkam village. Already the
existing activity is causing lot of health problems and further increase in

production activity will increase the death rate.
4. Ennore people welfare association:

» There are 60,000 people in the Ennore area and more than 30 nos. of Red
category industries causing land, water and Air pollution. These are
evidenced through the reports of committee formed by the Hon’ble NGT. The
report of SRM and Healthy Energy initiative India states that about 63% of
children at Ennore are facing Respiratory diseases and cancer. Inspite of this
getting public opinion about the expansion of industry is equal to killing out

children. Hence the expansion activity has to be stopped.
5. Ennore Meenavar welfare association:

» The unit was using amine gas instead of Co2 in the core section which
caused cancer to 3 workers and lead to death. The black sand used in the
foundry division was not disposed properly and scientifically and
accumulated about 2000 T within the premises causing land and water

pollution leading to cancer.

» The unit is creating Noise pollution creating ear problems. The unit was not
giving CSR fund and not conducting medical camp. The unit has given job
during commencing of the activity and later on, no job has been provided to

the local people.

» The unit has to proceed with present production capacity and shall not be

permitted for expansion.



> The unit has to give permanent job to all the affected peoples.
6. Sindhanai Sirpi Singaravelar Padipagam:

» The unit of Coramandal Fertilizer is creating toxic emission creating Air
pollution to Ennore children and publics. Hence Air pollution control

measures are provided to prevent the air pollution and save the people.

In spite of the efforts taken to clarify the queries raised by the
MLA/Councilors/public, the MLA and the public continued to demand that the
public hearing shall be called off and that they will not leave the venue until it
is called off. There was lot of commotion and agitation in the public hearing
and there was huge continuous insistence to the District Collector to call off
the public hearing for the proposed expansion of the M/s. Ashok Leland
Limited — Foundry Division. Hence the District Collector, at last was forced to
call off the Public hearing of the unit of M/s. Ashok Leland Limited — Foundary
Division for the Proposed Expansion of Foundry unit from 2790 TPM to 6125
TPM of Ferrous Castings at Kathivakkam Village, Tiruvottiyur Taluk, Chennai
District on 29.09.2023 and the meeting came to an end.

The District Environmental Engineer The District Collector
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Chennai District
Ambattur
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