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S : The publ:c hearmg under EIA Not:t‘catlon 2006 for the proposed pro;ect of_"_-' S
:Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry by Thrru A Arunmuthukumar over an exterzt of 4. 87.80

 Ha at SF. Nos. 201/2A2, 292/1C2 & 293/38 of Irukkanthurai -~ Part-Il Vilage,
' '-"'-'Radhapuram Taluk Tlrunelvelt D;strrct was conducted on 03/09/2025 at 11 30 A M at: Sl

'"-'_._Mansyammar Mahai Artrankarar Pallrvasa! Road Radhapuram Radhapuram Taluk

g '-‘T;runeiveil Dtstr;ct

The' Drstnct Envaronmental Engmeer Tamri Nadu Pollutron Controi Board |

E ":-__-"_Tlrunelveh we!comed the Sub Co[lector = Cheranmahadevr pubhc and rndustry'_-j__:

- .___'53"_-representatlves who have attended the publrc heanng He mformed that the
; _'-'-_-'.:;._..-_arrangements for the pubhc heanng had been done as per the gu:delines :ssued under._'f____" |
SR EEIA Notrt“catron 2006 I thls regarci pubhc notlces were already publlshed dne

Dmathanth: & The New Indran Express on 24/07/2025 and also announcement made':_f_'_ L
R *_to the publlc through vehrc!e announcement and drstnbutlng pamphiets o L : _ _
: " He atso stated that the v:ews suggestrons and queraes of the publrc wr[i be
o recorded through \ndeOgraphy and the same writ be sent to the State Env:ronment'_:f'__ S

Impact Assessment Authonty (SEIAR), Tamrl Nadu

Then the Env:ronmental consultant started explasnlng the pro;ect of'-j P

| "_'.'._.'Power Pomt Presentatron T B TR T . _ Lr
: Then the Drstnct Envrronmental Engzneer has requested the pubilc to express S

s pro;ect as follows

'-'theer views ‘one by one on the pro;ect oraily or’in wntmg and a!so mformed that the

_Z'pubhc v1ews are recorded and. Wlll be sent to the SEIAA

Subsequentiy, the pubirc has started expressmg therr vrews wrth respect to the"-__" _ :.: o




Mr. Rajini, Uralvaimozhi, Secretary, Radhapuram Union Tamil Nadu Vivasaya

Sangam:- B
Mr.Rajini, said that he will oppose all the present & future pubiic hear;ng meetmg

held for quarries and aiso said that there are 30 quarries, 11 crushers, 6 fish processing

L units and other industries located in Irukkanthurai Panchayat.

He said that there are 62 quarries in all of 225 village panchayats in Tirunelveli
district, but 32 quarries i.e. 60% of the quarries are located in Irukkanthurai Panchayat
itself. Due to this, there is no water in the borewells in frukkanthurai Panchayat, and
.there are 13 tanks available in this Panchayats belonging to the Water Resources

_ Department however no water is flowing in the Radhapuram canal. He also told that

) about 40 heavy vehicle accidents happened every year, and a worker died in a quarry in

: .-_Irukkanthural Panchayat two months ago was given with Rs. 25,000/- only as

o _-.‘compensatlon If more than 19 people are employed, a license must be obtained as per
"_-':the Labour Commission Act,: 'ESI and minimum wage must be implemented. But, the'

"'-_'mdustna[ establishments in  Irukkanthurai Panchayat - are not following this. He

quest;oned whether any quarfry here has provided compensation to the deceased as per

__the Workers Compensation Act.
He said that a resolution was passed two months ago regarding no quarries to be

" allowed in Ilrukkanthurai Panchayat, and the Pollution Contro! Board had informed the

En publlc hearing meeting will be held in the same panchayat. However the Village

| _Administrative Officer himself did not know about the public hearing being held today,
| '.and but the Tahsildar said that the public hearing meeting will be held tomorrow. .

He said - that the District Revenue -Department, . Rural Department Water- -

'.Resources Department and Poiiutlon Control Board aré working in support of the quarry

o }owners and not working accordmg to the government regulations. He said that while
i lmg a petmon at the Sub-Collector's office for declaring the Radhapuram Taluk as a dry
R area, it was informed that the area is in good condition. Then, he asked how many

S quarnes can be set up in single Panchayat.
" Continuing his speech, he said that quarries can be set up in lrukkanthurai village

' .b'y' shlftmg the people in apartments in Nanguneri and Tirunelveli. When a petition fi filed
to change the timing of the heavy vehicles, movement during the school bus ttmmg of

o ."i’am to 9am, it was informed that there are no regulations for that. He also’ said that -

there are no much rough stone quarries in any other Panchayat in Radhapuram Taluk. _
. People live by picking flowers and they have no other means of livelihood. He ~

said that the District Collector had said that the Sub-Collector will come to inspect the

ponds in the Radhapuram Canal at a meeting held last month, but he has not visited

yet. _
He said that they are protesting against the establishment quarries in the interest
of the farmers of Irukkanthurai Panchayat. He said that, if permission given to quarries
they will conduct a huge protest infront of the Sub Collector's office along with the Tamil

Nadu Agriculture Association, Radhapuram level farmers and all political parties.




_3'-Mr Socrates Jayagandt, Kudankulam =

" Mr.Socrates Jayapandr sa:d that the quarry proposed in lrukkanthurar wrll benef t CUE
= --_;"-poor uneducated ‘and the unemployed peopte Rlch people live - rn Irukkanthurar and o o

g _._--'_'}therr chrldren are studyrng in college There was a commotron rn the crowd as he spoke S _

: Speakmg further he said that: the poor peop[e cannot get money, |f they asked
_ __'for it. We want thrs quarry 1n trukkanthurar \ntlage because rt w;lt prowde emp!oyment_f
o -jopportunrtres to the poor peopte and youth No matter how many quarrres are here we :

e -'-want thrs quarry too S L S
He sard that we are wa:tmg for emp!oyment opportumtres Once upon a trme we ST ;

.--'.eused to break mountams to get sand for burldmg houses then we found coal electncrty e

nuclear power petrol and now. we have estabitshed quarry for burldlng houses The
- 't basic need for human deve!opment is housmg, and secondly food It |s the duty of the--:__i_" S

"_.government to provrde such basrc nghts He sard that if permrssron is not grven to o

L quarry, he will f te appeal to the government

He sard that rf perm:ssron is grven for the quarry they writ take necessary safetyf' o5

o '- measures and operate the quarry, whrch wrlt help to improve Indran economy and the_ S

_' poor and uneducated people wrlt atso have a chance to rmprovement
-_..Mr Kalvanr Kumar, Commumst Partv oftndta (Marxrst) gt

M. Kalyantkumar sard that the person ‘who spoke before him- said ‘that 3ob"_:-:'_--"'i

| :'-'_-'_opportumtles w1lt rncrease lf quarnes are’ estabtrshed Rajml who spoke f rst aiso sard S .

o -':.that out of 63 quarnes there are’ 32 quarrres rn lrukkanthurar Panchayat aione

He sard that rt was reported ;n the prOJect report that oniy 4 trucks and 3 drrllmg S

o o machmes wrlt be used and peopte also belleve this. But 400 trucks are operatmg rn one: : S
-~ quarry here per da% and from 20 quarnes almost 1200 toads of stones are bemg sent o

. Kerala s state every day, and rf you examrne rn Aralvarmozhr you can see. that the
'-:'."'-_.[mlneral resources here are belng takert away | _- oo ey R
_ He further sard that the person prevrously spoken sard that factones wrll grve Dl
o more empfoyment opportunmes but he questroned that how many people haVe got”_'__---' - i

; 'emptoyment The techmcat expert expla!ned that the dust wrll be controlled due to the'-. o

= proposed poltutron contro! methods but the offi crals can see the envrronmental damage-.ﬂ Gl

_ _-'occurred in the sanganen vrtakku and people may not be able to hve there He satd that
o they hotd several stages of protests agamst the establrshment of quarry WhICh affeots AR

the ground water over an area of 3000 acres

He sard that due to the quarnes 1n Vepprlankuiam F‘anchayat aII the agrrculture
"pouttry, goat and cow farm:ng. and groundwater wrlt be affected He sard that in the G

' -'.-'__rprOJect descrrptron it was $aid that completed quarry wrll be used asa water storage-:_'_'_':3'_'_"_'-:'.-

o _'area and he- questloned whether any quarrres have done thrs He sard that mmeral

resources and the lrvehhood of the peop[e are affected by quarries, and out of 35"_ S

_ | {drstrlcts in Tamll Nadu the Irukkanthurar area only 1s berng rssued wrth permrssron for

: .' -'._'large number of Quames and questloned that whether 1t wrll not affect the envrronment e
" He said. that before this, a big protest was held agarnst the bone mills and fish mills

-':'located in irukkanthurar Panchayat for aftectmg the envrronment The" Kudankutam'

..::3 ;



nuclear reactor can provide employment to more than 20,000 people, so it would not be
correct to start quarrying activities, which will make the Radhapuram area as a desert.’
If there is no rain for another 2 months, drinking water and agri(':'u'l'tur'e' will get
affected. He requested that no permission should be given to this quarry and steps
should be taken to close the existing quarries also. He further said that the project
- -r'ebort’ had mentioned that depth of the quarry is only 100 feet, but a quarry located in

- the Kavalkinaru area had been mined for a greater depth. He said that permission -

should not be given to the proposed quarry and for the existing quarries." And a
resolution was already passed not to grant permission to quarries in Chidambarapuram
and Irukkanthurai Panchayats, and based on that, the District Collector should take
 action.

M. N.i.glhyanand. Kudankulam:-

Mr. Nithyanand said that he has attended many public hearings so far and the

_'.demands of the common people have not been fulfilied so far, he has been expressing - -

o his wews in every public hearing but no one from the central and state government is

. :'hstensng to'it. He said that there are 20 quarries in the village of Irukkanthurai Part-1l, but
: 'none of the quarry owners plant a single tree, only some volunteers plant trees and this -

is ]USt an eye-wash.
_ Further in the project presentation, it was mentioned that 60% of the waste WI[I o

o : be f'lled back in the quarry pit after the completion of the quarry, but he questioned

whether the completed quarries belonging to the same company had been closed

following the government regulations. He also said that in the project report it is

mentioned that only 4 trucks would be used, and told that there is a limit on how many .

L ..trucks should be used, how much explosives should be used and when the exploswes
i '_-shoutd be placed, but last Sunday, 50 heavy vehicles named APS from Karnataka State -

" were found in operation and that heavy vehicles are running even on Independence .

: .Day, and this Public Heanng is being held just for eye-wash.
He further said that if an elderly person goes to the Sub-Collector's off“ce for a

o _Patta whlch can’t be obtain even after six months, but the quarry owners get the license o

| --property, and the photographs shown around the quarry in the project presentation do‘ .
" not show the nearby Kudankulam nuclear plant and nuclear waste storage center. He
said that the aerial distance of the nuclear plant is only 5.3 km and the Kudankulam
village is 3.7 km only. He also said that no one knows how to protect themselves if the

j _reactor explodes when explossves are placed in the quarries.
He also said that the project presentation mentioried that 18 to 20 peop!e wou!d"-

' .j be empioyed but there was no details mentioned about the compensation amount tobe -

' 'pald in the event of an accident, and that this public hearing meeting was being held just

- for show, and that if the government wants, it could indirectly grant permission for the

- ._'.::..quarry He sald that prewous[y 1,500 farmers worked in the Irukkanthural and

o Kudankulam areas but how not even 300 farmers are here, and that not- even 25
_ farmers will come to the District Collector to file a petition about water was not coming

from the canal. He said that a water company called Amudha was operating - in
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. "-'_-trukkanthural Panchayat hacl taken a dec:sron not to have a quarry m thls area and it LU

.‘:should be lmplemented He also expressed hls oprnlon that no permlts should be grven __ " -

to quarryrng in the lrukkanthuraz area

M Mohammed Bavas Commlttee Secretarv - Commumst Partv of lnd:a,

”::Radhapuram Taluk: S e S _ o
Mr Mohammed Bayas sald that rt was his oplnron that quarnes should not be . g

o f.establashed in thrs area and rnore than 30 quarnes were already operatmg m'f o

-Radhapuram Taluk and Et was unacceptable for a few owners to plunder a \nllage for

_._ythelr lrvelrhood There is- a fear of poss:brlrty of water scarclty due to the estabteshment of:_ :
o ';}quarry rn Irukkanthurar panchayat The pro;ect presentatron stated that 4 vehacles and 3o
g _':.dnllmg machmes would be used m th:s quarry, but rn the toll gate we can see more -

thana thousand veh:cles ina row, ‘and all the stones extracted from the quarrres here'-_i SRt

"._l'.'are smuggled to the nearby State ofKerala e BN S R ' '
: Contmumg his speech e sald that in Radhapuram Taluk where water 'S'.--'ﬁ'

o f.aVarlabIe only durmg rarnmg and water does not reach compietely from the - nearby :

."':F’echrparal and Perunchanl dams because bnngmg water through the land w:ti harm =

C _'..:_'.-1_the quarnes and th:s quarry wril create a srtuatton where there lS no water even for : o
o dnnkrng and bathlng, and there are many acmdents :n the quarnes but they are bemg'f '_

:'.-covered up He told that it is. rmposs:ble to travel on two-wheelers due to the dust: i

o comlng from heavy vehrcles and if the w:nd speed rncreases rn the Sanganen vriakku-”z'

B ."'_,area the area wrll become d:ff"cult ptace to llve due to the stench of the drred fsh and o

: _ the d ust comlng from the heavy vehlcies SR T o
s Also the envrronmental consultant who expia;ned the pro;eot qurckly and t” nalty: G
"_._expressed hrs opmron tnat the establrshment of thrs quarry wrtt cause people to go to '_ i.; "

k. '_'__'f:_-:other places w:thout lrvelrhood so thrs quarry permrt should not be granted

S Mr Adhi: Parameswaran, Former Valerur Vice Presrdent 3 ':_ S S
' lVIr Adhl Parameswaran sard that mrneral resources can only be extracted where- .

o they are avarlable because of that onty there are quarrles in lrukkanduraf and also told s '

- _f'that our ancestors built houses on a scale of 10 feet x 10 feet and now we' are bu:ldsng o

;'_-houses on 2000 to 3000 square feet and our country does not have the technology to e

| "r--_-_burld houses wrth wood and steef matenals Irke the forelgn countrles and M sand s

currently berng used as an alternatlve to rlver sand, and that there are no alternatwe_ SR

o materrals avallable for constructron wrthout gravei and stones He sa:d that houses "
| ----'.'Government off ces, tar roads and brldges cannot be: burlt wrthout M. sand gravet and S

o _stones that essentsat matenals needed by our oountry and are avarlable m these -

X _quarnes and that permlssmn should be grven to thrs quarry aﬁer ensurrng safety in o

’ -these quarnes

Mr Chrrstopher Envrronment qu. Tlrunelveh Zonal Secretary, Naam 'Tamrlar'_’:_' s

Mr Chnstopher sard that the earth we llve on'is not only for us but also for the |

ffuture generatrons Our generatron needs stone and sand to bulld houses we are = o
i 'explortrng all our resources and sendrng them to Kerala and gettlng only the waste and EREO




emptying our natural resources, and he questioned how our next generations will get .-
stone and sand to build houses. He said that we cannot buy mineral resources from’

Kerala. He also expressed his opinion by saying that he is opposing the estabhshrpent

of this quarry.
Mr.Ganesan, Naam Tamilar Party, Koodankulam:-

Mr.Ganesan, said that everyone ‘should build houses and live better, but we' '

. :'cannot eat the soil and we need agrlculture for food, and agriculture requires water and

- land. Further, there is no water for a depth of 90 feet in wells & 1000 feet in bore wells

'due to the quarry is dugged for more than 500 feet, which also cause no water for

gardens, and water comes to the Kudankulam area only from the quarry. If they are

U .f':provsdmg water from the quames he questioned how deep would they have dug it.

_ ~ Further, he said that all MLAs are showing more interest in quarries’ than in
_ _bnng;ng water. Only if water becomes self-sufficient, permission can be given to the
" quarries. He expressed his opinion that all the water is salt water, because the quarries

“are 1000 feet below ground and the wells are only 100 feet below ground. He told that

: :_-:there is no ‘water available for farming, and no one is there to worry about the farmers, .
_ and that we ‘can only survive if there is agriculture, and that pennission':sheuld'mjt be
. __":gwen to the proposed quarry.-

. Mr.Jayaseelan, Koothankuzhi:-
Mr.Jayaseelan said that the stones used for constructing the “bait arch es, but s

f'-_'10 15 years ago, there was no need for a check dam on coastal area, and there were
not many guarries at that time but only after the quarrymg of stones started; the sea

water intruded and destroyed the coconut groves near the coast, the sea water level

" rose and ground water turned into salt water, and sea erosion occurred.
He expressed that the cracks were formed in the houses in Idinthakarai due to

the quarry, which caused the people running away thinking it was an earthquake, and

--_'_also told the upcoming quarry could cause cracks in the nuclear plant, ifself. He also

- _."told that a resolution was passed in the Gram Sabha meeting on the last’ lndependence

’.Day not to have a quarry, but now project proponent will submit many documents R

- saying that they want a quarry, and Government officials should know which of these is
'___"_j'i_'true and act accordingly. Poliicians will change once every f five years, but government
' off cials should come and see us, and people should be provided with facilities to live in

_ L the irukkanthurai Panchayat, and permission should not be given to set up quarries..
' '-Mr.Muquan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Association,

- Karur:-
' Mr Mugilan, while speaking again, said that the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, when
"he was the Leader of the Opposition, had asked for his opinion and on November 22,

','2014 and had posted on his Facebook page that natural river sand should be- |mported
m abroad as an alternative to artificial river sand, ‘and that the Senior Engmeers '_ S

_ fro

| Assocratlon is also advocating for the import of foreign natural river sand. He requested .

T ';that the government should implement it as a policy manner.
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= :'indran Electncrty Rule 1956 states that there shoutd be no explosrve actnntres wrthrn SRR

:"300 meters But when lookrng at goog!e maps he sard that there are 4 wrnd mrll around

'-"_the proposed srte of quarry'lO? rneters away m the west 139 meters away in the_'_'_:: s
southwest, 98 meters away in the east and 126 rneters away in the south. He further

| '-'-'sard that there should be no water bodres wrthrn a radrus of 500 meters around the- _

.;. quarry, but srnce there rs water body at 410 meters in survey number 300 perrnrssron'-_. B

o '_shoutd not be grven to thrs quarry ‘He sard that the proposed quarry site’ was rnspected"__'.jf o
BT j_.before approvrng the ToR and that the Vrllage Admrnrstratrve Off cer had grven fatse_'“":i
e :"__'_evrdence and that there is a protected nuclear plant around the quarry srte s

Whrie he was speakmg, other publlc argued rn the meetrng to grve others a '

- . _'_f'.__-f;”'chance because he was talkrng for too long, so the Sub-Coilector asked him to- submrt
S the documents Then the Sub Cotlector sard that he can speak at !ast and the other'.:' :_' o

o = publlc recorded therr oprmons

M Natara;an, Sanganeri:- g S

3 to the commencement of the quarry arrd hrs garden rs very close to the quarry and not o " o

M Nataralan sard that he rejects the rdea that the water ievel wr!l go down due' _

o aftected 1n any way There was a commotron rn the meetrng whrle he was speakrng

_ Speakrng further he sard that the commencement of the quarry wrlt rncrease
o emptoyrnent for the peopte and therefore requested to grve permrssron to the quarry
] ';:."'_Ml” Avvapp_n, Sancranerr = . S L e ' i

Mr Ayyappan sard that he belongs to trukkanthurar Part-ll vrtlage and 43 years‘-

i "_-'_'_-,old and he is lrvrng here smce hrs brrth and there are no houses rn the proposed quarry:_f-_"_'.'-_._‘_:__..'..
. and only windmills: have been estabirshed at present He also told that water is already e
'supphed to two Panchayats from the quarry prts where the quarry pre;ect has been

"' : '_-'_'completed t-le wrlt oppose the quarry, rf there is any damage due to the quarry and told

: zthat he has rnspected the A1 report |ssued w;th respect to the Quarry estabtrshment and'-__': o "
'-'f}______-also filed - a petrtron statmg that it would be safe to establrsh a quany at thrs place and i

i :"that he wrll submrt a copy of the petrtron if needed

_ ' _:'at half the pnce and also sard that they are plannlng to. draw the requrred water to the o '
- -'-:-':Panchayat from three more quarnes He also expressed hrs support for operatrng the'_._- e

He also sard that mmerai products were provrded to the people of lrukkanthurar ¥

s quarry by followrng safety regulatrons

" MrVSandat Muthurar. : Former Drstnct Councrlor and Former PanchaVat'-_ r .

| 'i--."._'_".;'Presrdent Kudankulam : --'. L

: M. V Sandal Muthuraj, sard that there are many quarrres in the lrukkanthurar i}

o "_area but current!y only 15 quames rn operatron there are nuclear power plants and . _

| 'ISRO in thrs area btack stone whrch isa raw materral for vanous constructron works lS o
- found in this' area and that is why quarnes are located |n this area and also said that S
accidents will not occur in all quames and he asked to grant perrnrssron to the quarry -
f_byensurrng safetymeasures o S e _' e
e Contrnurng hrs speech he sard that people needs tand water, arr food and__f--‘_‘_-'_ S
o -'_.*clothrng for threr survrva! and that concrete roofs are constructed usmg rnrneral'__'_:




resources extracted from this land, and development projects cannot be implemented -
without mineral resources, and i is also required for the construction of roads He said-
that people from coastal areas such as ldinthakarai and Koothankuzhi were also
participated in this public hearing meeting and that the “bait arches” set up in the coastal

. area were made of these black stones, which prevents soil erosion. He said that the

statue of Valluvar erected on the Kanyakumari was also carved in black stone, and

R _therefore he expressed his support for the quarnes as they are necessary for the

S country, home and people.
: _-"_-Mr Rajapoo, Secretary of Radhapuram District Aqncultural Welfare Assoc:at:on '

| :_--and Union Secretary of Tamil Nadu Agricuitural Protection Association:--
Mr. Rajapoo said that the Irukkanthurai area having 80% agricultural'are'a'and

o _'sou and stones are needed by everyone, but there are many places where stones and

~soil can be extracted without affecting agriculture. He sald that in ‘the Irukkanthura; S

= ; Panchayat Grama Sabha meeting, a resolution was passed by the people not to have

R -quarnes in the lrukkanthurai area, and questioned that whether there is a law above the

resolution taken by the villagers in the Grama Sabha meeting. He also said that as per

i _-'the presentation stones will be extracted up to a depth of 47 m in the. quarry, and

B whether there are any welis for that depth of 47 m, which is 154 feet deep. He sald that -

a iot of people are involved in agnculture in the Irukkanthural area, but the opmlon of the

" farmers is being ignored. He said that permission for quarries should not be granted in -

":.'accordance with the demands of the people of the lrukkanthurai area, and he had

-'-_'_:."__"aiready attended three or four public hearing meetmgs regarding the quarry, but the |

"'-"_-f:_peopies op;mons were not being recorded properly, - and quarries were not operating

' :"_accordmg to the law, and finally said that permission for the quarry should not be

o grarted, and if it is granted, they would conduct a protest.

- Mr. Arjunan, 6th Ward Member, Irukkanthurai:-

- Mr.-Arjunan said that when a public hearing was held in Chettikulam eari:er he S '

| :-had submltted a petition to the District Collector requestmg that a public’ hearmg to be -

_ :ﬁ he!d in the area where the quarry would be located, and he was told that !i' will be
B conSIdered to conduct the pubhc hearing in the relevant Panchayat. However, he had

: only come to know about the public hearing the day before, and that the people of the .

. - area, mcludmg the Village Administrative Officer, were not properly informed about the
"“..-_-pubhc hearing, and questioned whether pamphlets were given in'the Sanganen area,

3'-.and thls public hearing was being held without proper information, and the people in -

- their Panchayat were being affected. Furthermore, in the project presentataon the

. quarry owner had said that he would plant trees to protect the environment, but he

i - ,questloned whether they had planted trees in any of the quarries.

_ He further said that the dust from crushers and quarries causes a‘lot of dust
'".éﬁliSSlon on the roads and even two-wheelers cannot travel. The dust settles on the

- nearby agricultural land and makes it impossible to carry out agricultural activities. He

S -'_'.--also said that no more quarrying should be allowed in the frukkanthurai area. He also _
'-_""'.sald that on 29.03.2025, ie. World Water Day, the ‘Gram Sabha’ meetmg of
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= "Radhapuram 10 years ago and the groundwater authorlty had banned the company o

S '_'-.from drawrng and selling water from a borewell, and that the company has shlftecl o :
- another locatron He stated that hlS well is 100 feet deep but the quarry rs 252 feet deep, i
i ;_.?;so there is a poss:blt;ty of seawater mtrusron He sard that hls area does not get good S
: '- :__-_'_water only salt water 1s avarlable and good water |s rare!y avarlable through plpes ‘He S
S - also stated that due to the establrshment of thls quarry, n!y radroactlve seawater wril be | S

_;'.avallable for dnnkrng lrr the future and t' nally he expressed hrs oplnlon that there should

be no quarry in Radhapuram Taluk

o Mr Sundaralm am, Kudankulam ..__'_'_: _f _ g : o
- Mr Sundaralrngam sard that he was prev;ously a nuclear plant f ghter and told o

"‘:_that when the. nuclear plant prolect came up, the RC school burldlng located rn

:Kudankulam was demolrshed but now the Pollutlon Control Board 1s ina posrtron where-_.’ o ; (R
. o .'anythlng can be burlt but don't oppose the nuclear plant He said’ that earlier it was not SRR
' '-'__even allowed to burld houses 7 kllometers away from the nuclear plant but now a pubhc' o

i heanng meeting rs berng he!d to grant Envrronrnental Clearance 10 the quarry looated-_-::'i_ e

_ o only about 3 kllometers away He sald that he as submlttlng pet:tron :n every Farmer'sf':_.__ '_:: : .-
_:_-Gnevance Redressal meetlng every Monday rrreetzng statrng that quarries should not-_; S
" .'_come ‘He told that the farrners have not been rnformed about the' pub!rc hearrng

_.:'._rneetmg through WhatsApp, and even the A1 notrf‘ catron has not been announced in- e

_' f-the Irukkanthural Part 2 Panc'hayat and rnany petltlons have atready been submrtted to
_. _'_'__"'the Sub- Collector 1n thrs regard He told that there are Eot of dust emrssron in the_:':i-'_'f_'fﬁ_:__-:}' '
e ".3*5'5.Sanganen area and dust has also settled in the houses He also sard that no news has

- been publlshed in any newspaper about pollutlon ‘caused by heavy vehicles in the-

__:_"'_'fKavalklnaru vslakku area He said’ that a petltlon has been submrtted that the pabllc o
~hearing’ should be held in the lrukkarrthural area and stlll the meetlng is berng held ata - i

S ; '."3dlfferent ptace He contrnued by saylng that stones are bemg sent to the Vlzhmjam Port
_-from here and no Tahsrldar has stopped lt that stones are belng transported from here e
it truoks and garbage IS bemg sent back and dumped here ahd no one questloned thlS B

- _fand he said that he is requestrng on behalf of the farmers that permssslon should not be .

'-'_'_._'_;-if_grvenfor new quarrres o
| Mr Subbal adas, Radha uram: o e

| __-:._oonstructlon and that the stones requrred are avallable only through quartres and. the :
--_Mrnes Fund also utllrzed for the development of the panchayats “there rs a possrbrllty of -

' "'--_'-._"ernployment for the people ‘around the area, and that if the quarnes are operated"'-_-_-_ o

Mr Subbaryadas sard that currently onty M Sand and P Sand are used for house:-' FRin

' :"'}f-__'_.;:fotlowrng government regolatrons there wrll be no harm and that lt is good to establ:sh a':'.-'-:

o 'quarry

'__"-_-Mrs Rareshwarl Radhapuram -

Mrs Ra;eshwan saad that an the past they buﬂt rnud houses and now in: ther

._j._..:ﬁwOl'ld of scrence they bu:id two or three storey houses arrd that it 1s easy to bu:ld_}’i
L :houses here because there are quarnes near thrs area and if there are no. quarnes _' - e

o nearby, we have to buy stones from Madurar or Andhra Pradesh to burld houses."




She said that Radhapuram Taluk is a dry area with less rain, and it is completely
wrong to say that the water resources are being damaged because of the quarry, and
that since there is a lot of minerals available in this area, it can be used to crzate
employment, and she also expressed her support for the establishment of this quarry.
Mr.Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Association,

Karur:-
Mr.Mugilan said that this public hearing meeting is not to vote on whether a

quarry is needed or not. The project consultant, while explaining the project, started by
saying that if this quarry is located in this area, air, water, land, soil, noise, biodiversity,
socio-economic environment will get affected, but he did not say how to control it and
ended the explanation by saying that a lot of money will come to the Panchayat. He said
that a 500-page report book has been prepared on the project, and he has come to talk
about what they have mentioned in this book.

He continued by saying that the establishment of a quarry is based on the Minor
Mineral Concessions Rules Act, 1959. Section 36, (1/1A) of the Act states that when a
quarry is established, there should be no houses, no government-approved housing
plots and no natham should be located within a radius of 300 meters. But as per FMB
Sketch, there is a house at 160 meters away from the Survey number 293/3B where the
quarry proposed to be established and this was also mentioned in the report given by
the Tahsildar. As per the Commissioner of Land Administration even if the house
registered in the UDR and the Natham Land Survey and Field Map Registers is in
dilapidated or demolished, it should be recorded as it's original state and the house,
house plot, stream, road approved in the distance map report related to the quarry
should be verified and provided with the village map, field map and ‘A’ register. It is not
known whether there is a house in the field or not, but there is a house in the
government's documents. He said that permission cannot be given for the proposed
quarry as there is a house or residential building within 155 meters, and a case has
already been filed by himself in Lakshmipuram and two quarries have been closed
because permission was given for similar condition.

He continued by saying that the quarry project report states that there are no
water bodies within a radius of 50 meters, no houses or residential areas within 300
meters, no government Poramboke water bodies or burial grounds within a radius of 50
meters, but in the field map of Survey number 291, a stream flows just 20 meters to the
west, and Survey numbers 292/2 & 292/1 B, which are 20 meters away from Survey
number 292/1C2, are listed as streams, and a Public Works Department canal is
located on the north side of 293/3B. He said that the report mentioned that a Public
Works Department canal flows in survey number 291 in the ‘A’ register, and that canals
flow in Survey numbers 292 and 293, and this details are hidden in the ‘A’ register
submitted.

There was a small commotion in the meeting while he was speaking.

Speaking after the commotion, he said that according to the Mineral Rules, a

quarry should not be set up within 150 meters from a wind mill, and Section 83/2 of the
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| meetzng

He further sasd that the pro;ect presentatron stated that 200 green trees wou!d be S

L planted per acre, ‘and that thrs quarry would plant 2400 saplmgs and that if all the 30
: _'_'iquarnes around the quarry area had’ planted green trees, there would have been’ 3 lakh
: trees, and Trruppur Drstnct Co!tector Thrru Vineeth had canceiled the permission of the
_ -'fRamakrrshna Quarry in Goranglpalayam in 2023 due to the lack of green belt. He sard
_ _' '. that the prOJect presentatron stated that ﬂ"llS area rs in the very Iow selsm:c zone Zone-
S -_":[I and therefore there isa poss1b|lrty of an earthquake at any time, and a mrraculous_ G
s we!l has atready occurred in the Ayankutam area, and it rs an area that has a!ready N
-' experrenced a 3. 2 chhter earthquake and dangerous for nuc[ear plant aEso tocated o
i _. _.'f._here He also to!d that f‘ nes were mposed for excessrve mmlng in the quarr;es and the';__'_ o
_--quarnes that were fined shoutd be found out how they rllegaily brought hagh—grade'-'_-__-_-'_ﬁ:_ S
i exptosrves and actron shoutd be taken agamst them under the Exptos:ves Act He aiso :' e

_ _"-i'gwen false ewdence He also requested that ESI PF and Insurance should be’l :
"-_ﬁ-rmplemented for aII workers He also stated that the ISRO study report stated that there ::'. i
| isa risk of landslides in Pothtgarmala: and therefore he stated that permrsswn shoutd_-_':__;

' -':__notbegrventothrsquarry - B o ' L S _

| - After that 208 numbers of wntten petmons were recerved based on the-_'--
| '::-_i_'_'.announoement of Drstnct Envrronmentat Eng:neer to submrt wntten petrtron ifany. -

Frnat!y, The Drstrrct Envrronmental Engrneer thanked a[l the publrc attended the'

. _The‘fmeetihg came to _t:h'e-'é'hd.. o
- District Environmental Engmeer',_. . oo SubCollector, =
o ._Tamll Nadu Pollution Control Board R Cheranmahadevr, L i
* Trrunelvell ': SRR - | Tarunelveh Dlstrtct (2/,, % '
. _:-'._.'Annexure
Copy of Attendence ( Total 20 Pages 213 Partrcrpants)

Pendnve cons1strng of the Recorded Vrdeo of the entlre pubhc hearmg

_;'3 Press release Notice (Tamil & English) -

Wntten Petrtton recelved from the pubilc for ﬂ"llS proposed Pro;ect 208 Nos
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