MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED MINING

PROJECT OF THIRU. R. ARUL ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY, OVER AN

EXTENT OF 2.28.50 HA AT SF.NO. 965/1A, 965/1B, 965/1C, 965/1D, 965/2A1 &

965/2B1 AT MARUTHADU VILLAGE, VANDAVASI TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI

DISTRICT ON 24.02.2026 AT 11.00 AM AT M/s. A.J. THIRUMANA MAHAL,

MARUTHADU VILLAGE, VANDAVASI TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:

1 | Selvi.L. Ambica Jain LA.S., |: | Sub Collector, Cheyyar division
Tiruvannamalai.
(Representative of the District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai)

2 | Er. A. Jothi Prakash : | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

3 | Dr. S. Sugashini : | Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

4 | Er. K. Prem Kumar : | Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

5 | Thiru. P. Jayavel : | Tahsildar,
Vadavasi Taluk, Tiruvannamalai.

6 | Thiru. D. Elavarasan : | Inspector of Police, Kilkodungalore Police
Station, Tiruvannamalai.

7 | Thiru.R. Arul . | The Proponent,
M/s. R. Arul Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry.

8 | Thiru. Vijayaraghavan : | Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Consultant,
M/s. Geo Technical Mining Solutions,
Dharmapuri.

9 | Public : |74 Nos. (Attendance enclosed as
Annexure).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai, welcomed the Sub Collector, Cheyyar division, Tiruvannamalai, the
general public, Revenue officials, Police department officials, Media persons and

the proprietor of M/s. R. Arul, Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry who had assembled
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for the public hearing in connection with obtaining Environmental Clearance for thé
proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry of M/s. R. Arul. He further pointed out
that prior notification regarding the conduct of this public hearing had already beeﬁ
published on 21.01.2026 in the Tamil and English daily newspapers, namely
“‘Dinamalar” and “The New Indian Express.” He also informed that public
announcements had been made in and around Maruthadu Village through

loudspeakers and distribution of pamphlets.

He further stated that, on behalf of the proponent of the proposed Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry project, their project consultant would present a detailed
explanation of the project to the public, following which the public may give their
views, suggestions, doubts, and seek clarifications regarding the project, and that
all such event would be video graphed and audio recorded, and the minutes and
records of this meeting would be forwarded to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority-Tamil Nadu (SEIAA-TN).

The Sub Collector, Cheyyar division, inaugurated the public hearing meeting
and requested the proponent (M/s. R. Arul) of the proposed Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry, to present the detailed explanation regarding the proposed quarry
project.

Thiru.K. Vijayaraghavan, Environmental Impact Assessment Consultant of
M/s. R. Arul Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry project from M/s. Geo Technical
Mining Solutions, Dharmapuri, welcomed all those who had assembled for the
public hearing meeting and delivered a detailed power point presentation explaining
the operational aspects of the Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry project and the
Environmental Management Plan to be implemented during its operation.

Following the above presentation, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai, announced that the public may
express their views. He further requested that, before recording their views, the
public should mention their name and their village name, before expressing their

opinions.




~

Accordingly, the following public expressed their views and suggestions.
1. Thiru. Vedhagiri Kallanguthu Panchayat, Kaveripakkam Village:

Thiru. Vedhagiri conveyed his greetings to all the members of the public who
had attended the public hearing meeting and to the Government officials present.
He stated that the meeting was convened to obtain public opinion regarding the
proposed stone quarry and that there are both advantages and disadvantages
associated with it. He informed that a stone quarry is already functioning in
Maruthadu, which falls under Kallanguthu Panchayat of Maruthadu Revenue
Village. He stated that the present meeting has been conducted to seek permission
for establishing another stone quarry in the area. He expressed that the proposed
approach road for the quarry is not clearly known to them. He further stated that a
large number of farmers from their village are residing near the proposed quarry
site, and the specific measures to safeguard them are not known. He mentioned
that although the exact route for the movement of lorries is unclear, there is
apprehension that their Panchayat may be significantly affected. While it is stated
that the project would bring development to the village, he emphasized that the
safety of human life is invaluable. He stated that the road connecting
Kallukkulamedu village to Nandhamangalam Road is very narrow and allows only
single-vehicle passage in certain stretches, and that he himself has faced difficulties
while using it. Though it is stated that a stone quarry is to be established, the details
of the access route are not clear. He said that since there are many children in our
village of Kallukkalamedu, there is a possibility that they will be affected. Hence, he
requested that a safe transportation route be provided. He also raised a query as to
whether the authorities would properly inspect and monitor the assurance given
regarding regular water sprinkling on the roads used by lorries? He stated that
though revenue generation is being cited as a benefit, but during the formation of
the National Highway earlier, permission from Kallanguthu Panchayat had not been
obtained. He requested that necessary measures be taken to ensure that no loss of
life or damage to agricultural lands occurs. He said he didn't know if the opinion he

had expressed would be accepted; however, he had recorded his opinion.
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2. Thiru. Palani M.G.R. Nagar, Kallanguthu Village:

Thiru. Palani stated that the views expressed by the brother (the one who
spoke before) were good, but questioned whether he knows how many families
are earning their livelihood?. He stated that he may not be aware of how many
families are dependent on it?. He further stated that road works would be carried
out by them to control pollution. He expressed his opinion that a quarry could be

established to help the many drivers and economically weaker persons survive.
3. Thiru. Arul Pandian, M.G.R. Nagar, Kallanguthu Village:

Thiru. Arul Pandian conveyed his greetings to the members of the public who
had attended the public hearing meeting and to the Sub-Collector and the District
Environmental Officer present. He stated that the said area is a fertile land yielding
three seasons; it is not a hilly area or a hillock. He pointed out that all the lands
surrounding the proposed stone quarry are agricultural lands. He further stated
that the people here only know agriculture; they don't know about the job like
cutting stones with explosives works. He questioned why permission is being
granted for a stone quarry in a region surrounded by agricultural lands?. He
specifically expressed concern that there is a risk of groundwater pollution. He
stated that if permission is granted for one quarry, it may be taken as a precedent
and other quarries may easily seek approval thereafter, and subsequently there
may be no necessity for further public hearings. He stated that under the name of
environmental protection, assurances are being given that trees will be planted
around the quarry and mineral funds will be provided to the Panchayat; however,
such measures are not required for people who depend solely on agriculture for
their livelihood. He mentioned that Maruthadu means the land which yielding three
seasons. One of the largest lake in Tamil Nadu is located in Maruthadu village. He
stated that this lake serves as the source of irrigation for three-season agricultural
cultivation. He further stated that instead of conducting a public hearing for quarry

activities, it would be better to conduct meetings for welfare schemes such as road



formation, provision of irrigation facilities to agricultural lands, construction of water
storage structures, and excavation or renovatiqn of ponds. He submitted to the
District Collector, Sub-Collector, and Environmental Authorities that they are aware
of the applicable laws and that there is no law unknown to them. He requested that
a polluting quarry of this nature should not be permitted in their village. He stated
that measures such as planting saplings, repairing roads, and sprinkling water
would be like applying a bandage to a wound. He concluded by respectfully
requesting that if any benefit is intended for their village, permission for the said

stone quarry should not be granted.

4. Thiru. Anandhan, Former Panchayat Ward Member, Viduthalai Chiruthaigal

Katchi Youth Action Wing District Organizer, Maruthadu Village:

Thiru. Anahdhan conveyed his greetings to the Government officials who had
attended the public hearing meeting and to the members of the public from
Kallakuthu, Kaveripakkam, and Maruthadu villages. He stated that there are
numerous needs of the people; however, such meetings are not conducted for
addressing those needs. He questioned why such a large meeting is being
conducted for the benefit of a private entrepreneur? He further questioned on
whose livelihood the Government officials — whether the District Collector, Sub-
Collector, or Environmental Engineer — are extending their support? He stated
that sand and stone quarries pose significant dangers. He questioned what the
people truly require? and stated that not only agricultural lands but also pollination
would be affected. He expressed that blasting operations would cause vibrations in
houses and that if blasting occurs during night hours, children would not be able to
sleep. He further stated that there is a risk of respiratory illnesses such as asthma
and even heart attacks. He questioned as to whom the stated benefits would
accrue? and expressed that the benefits would be limited only to the quarry
operators. He stated that while regulations may be followed initially, profit motives
would eventually prevail. He requested that the people should réject such projects
and stated that if the Government continues to extend cooperation, the people of

the area, irrespective of caste or religion, should unite and oppose the project. He
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stated that such quarries should be completely abolished and that there should no,t
even be a public consultation. He questioned who would benefit from the quarry?
stating that only the quarry owners would gain profit. While drivers and stone
breakers may receive wages, he questioned what benefit others would receive?
He asked whether establishing a stone quarry would bring water for agriculture? or
increase agricultural land? and whether it would benefit a farmer owning 10 acres?
He also questioned whether schools or colleges would derive any benefit? He
alleged that full information regarding the quarry proposal had not been properly
communicated to all the villagers and that only a few had been informed. He stated
that there are four or five villages surrounding the proposed site; however, more
than 400 people have not attended the meeting as they were not informed. He
stated that his residence is located only 600 metres from the proposed site and
that he came to know about the public hearing now only, and had to leave his work
urgently to attend the meeting. He questioned whether the Government officials
were unaware of the risks involved? He concluded by stating that the quarry
should be completely prevented; otherwise, the people would be compelled to .
initiate protests. He emphasized that, considering the welfare of future

generations, the project should be collectively opposed.

5. Thiru. Sakthivel, Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi Youth Action Wing Union

Secretary, M.G.R. Nagar, Kallanguthu Village:

Thiru. Sakthivel stated that the meeting is said to be a public hearing to
obtain the views of the general public; however, he questioned whether proper
information regarding the meeting had been duly communicated to the public? He
stated that he resides in the M.G.R. Nagar area and that no information regarding
the meeting had been provided to their locality. He further mentioned that even
residents belonging to the Kaveripakkam area were not‘aware of the meeting. He
questioned whether it is appropriate to conduct the meeting under such
circumstances. He stated that, first, it shduld be clearly explained what benefits the
general public would receive from the proposed stone quarry. He expressed that if

the quarry is established, the groundwater level would decrease and water would
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not be available for the surrounding agricultural lands. He stated that the quarry
would not bring any benefit and that there are no alternative livelihood measures for
the people affected by such a project. Therefore, he requested the authorities not to

grant permission for the stone quarry, considering the welfare of the general public.
6. Thiru. Sugisivam, Maruthadu Village:

Thiru. Sugisivam conveyed his greetings to all present. He stated that the
land situated near the proposed quarry site'belongs to him. However, he informed
that no information had been communicated to him regarding the public hearing to
establish the quarry at that location. He stated that he and his family depend
entirely on agriculture for their livelihood. He expressed that if the quarry is
established, he would be completely affected. He stated that if excavation is carried
out, cultivation would not be possible and there would be no water in the well. He
informed that he owns 10 acres of land and that his entire family depends solely on
agriculture. He further mentioned that the previously established quarry has already
caused impact. He questioned that although it is now being stated that roads would
be laid, whether the Government had not constructed roads earlier, and whether
only now such works are being undertaken? He questioned whether, among those
present at the meeting, there were any persons owning land near the quarry site,
whether only neighbouring cultivators were present? and whether residents of the
same village were present. He stated that many participants appeared to be from
areas located five to ten kilometres away. He clarified that he was speaking only
about the quarry that is proposed to come and not about any quarry that had
already been established, and that he was expressing only his grievance. He stated
that livelihood is possible only through cultivation. He mentioned that one may go
for employment for two 'years, but after two years there would be a situation where
one would have to return home. He stated that he does not have adequate access
facilities. The proposed quarry is to be located behind his agricultural field, and no
information had been given to him in this regard. He stated that assurances such as
“‘we will do this and that” are being given, but nothing has been done for them. He

expressed that cultivation is possible only if agricultural land is available and
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accessible, and that there is no sufficient access pathway. Even through thé
existing pathway, proper access is not available, and they are presently using a
path provided by neighbouring cultivators. He questioned how access routes aré
available only for the quarry operators?. He stated that in any event, the quarry
would affect their agriculture. He requested the authorities to visit the site and
inspect the situation before granting permission and requested that permission
should not be granted. He concluded by stating that if permission is granted, they
would be left in a helpless situation and reiterated that approval should not be given

for the proposed quarry.
7. Thiru. Murugesan, Maruthadu Village:

Thiru. Murugesan conveyed his morning greetings to the members of the
public present, and to the Sub-Collector and the District Environmental Engineer.
He stated that they were not aware of when the stone quarry had been planned. He
mentioned that they are residing in the ADC Colony area of Maruthadu Village, but
no information regarding the proposed quarry had been communicated to them. He
further stated that M.G.R. Nagar, located at a distance of about half a kilometre, is
also a residential colony, and that no information had been given to them either. He
stated that they were unaware of the nature of the meeting and came to know about
it only after seeing the banner displayed outside. He questioned why information
had not been communicated to them and asked whether they are not human beings
and whether they do not have agricultural lands? He stated that there are Panchami
lands measuring about 10 to 15 acres in the surrounding area, and that there are no
motor pumps or wells provided for those lands. He described the area as rain-fed
land. He questioned how agriculture could be carried out if the quarry is established
in the area, and how crops such as groundnut and millets could be cultivated and
developed? He asked whether such information should not have been conveyed to
them. He pointed out that the Kallanguthu School is located at a road junction and
questioned how children would safely reach the school, as it is a narrow road. He
stated that after the formation of the bypass road, about 10 accidents had occurred,

resulting in 10 fatalities. He questioned the extent of impact on the residents if
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quarry vehicles were to operate frequently throughout the day. He stated that the
establishment of the quarry would affect groundwater and the environment. He
expressed that the quarry is not necessary and that no one would derive stable
livelihood or permanent income from it. He further stated that future generations
would be affected. He concluded by stating that frrespective of their present
condition, the welfare of future generations is important, and that the quarry is not
required. He further stated that if the quarry is established despite their objections,

they would undertake appropriate protest measures to the extent possible.

8. Thiru. Lakshmanan, Punnai Village:

Thiru. Lakshmanan stated that they depend entirely on agriculture for their
livelihood and that from sunrise to sunset, agriculture is their very lifeline. He
conveyed his greetings to the Government officials and the members of the public
who had participated in the meeting. He stated that their occupation is agriculture
and that Maruthadu is a fertile village comparable to Mamadurai. He described
Maruthadu as a fertile riverbank region and stated that even a small amount of
pollution would cause distress to the people. He mentioned that they are not aware
of who had sought permission for establishing a stone quarry in this area and
acknowledged that it was their mistake not to have taken note of it earlier. He stated
thét if loss of life occurs due to pollution, it is the people themselves who would be
affected, and that human life is invaluable. He expressed concern that there is a risk
of stones falling on school-going children and that it is not known how or when such
incidents might occur. He questioned whether such a quarry is necessary? stating
that there is a possibility of loss of many children’s lives. He stated that there should
be no pollution in a village like Maruthadu and that the quarry should not be
permitted. He mentioned that many lives have already been lost and that such
incidents cause deep distress. He questioned whether the quarry is truly
necessary? He urged those present to respond, stating that a sound will not arise
from a single hand clap, but only when 100 peoples join togethér. He further stated
that many assurances had been given initially, such as promises to undertake

certain works; however, those assurances were not implemented in practice. He
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concluded by stating that the proposed quarry is not required for Maruthadu village.

9. Thiru. M.D. Radhakrishnan, Former Panchayat President, Maruthadu

Village:

Thiru. M.D. Radhakrishnan stated that he is the former President of
Maruthadu Panchayat and had served continuously for about 35 years from 1986
onwards. He further stated that even after the Panchayat was dissolved, he had
served as the Vice-President. He mentioned that his wife had served twice as a
Union Councillor. He stated that he is well aware of the deficiencies and
requirements in every part of the village and that he has been continuously involved
in the administration of the village from a young age. On that basis, he expressed
his views. He stated that some of the points raised by the respected speakers are
acceptable and that necessary alternative arrangements can be made. At the same
time, he expressed that the quarry is necessary for the village. He stated that for
constructing houses, laying roads, or carrying out other construction works,
materials have to be procured from distant places, resulting in higher expenditure
and delay. Availability of such materials locally would help avoid these difficulties.
He further stated that the quarry has been functioning for about one and half years
and that no complaints have been brought to his notice so far. To his knowledge, no
major impacts have occurred. He mentioned that about ten acres of land in the
quarry area had belonged to him and that he had provided the same. He stated that
the land was entirely dry land. He aléo mentioned that there are agricultural lands
-nearby and that persons from Kallanguthu and Kaveripakkam areas also own lands
in that region. However, he stated that no significant impact has been noticed so
far. He emphasized that the concerns raised by the public must be takén into
consideration. The nature of quarry operations and the manner in which they
function should be properly explained. He suggested that measures such as
regulating transportation, reducing blasting noise levels, and controlling dust should
be implemented. He requested that the quarry operators ensure that no harm is
caused to the public. He concluded by stating that the demands placed by the

public should be reconsidered and that a decision acceptable to all should be taken.
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He thanked the authorities for providing the opportunity to speak and concluded his

address.
10. Tmt. Sumathi, Mathimangalam Village:

Tmt. Sumathi stated that she had come from Mathimangalam Colony. She
stated that now everyone is saying that the stone quarry is not required; however, if
the quarry is present, employment opportunities will be available to them. As
employment would be available nearby, there would be no necessity to travel four

kilometres for work. She also said that a quarry is needed for employment.

(During her speech, there was murmuring in opposition from the public. Hence, the
Assistant Engineer informed that if members of the public wish to express their
views, they may come forward and express them, and that no one should interrupt

when others are expressing their opinions.)

Thereafter, Tmt. Sumathi stated that sand is required for constructing houses

and questioned whether houses are being built without sand. She stated that, if -

needed, materials are being brought from some quarry or the other, and asked that
it be considered that such materials are available from our own nearby area.

Therefore, she stated that this quarry is required for her.

After that, No representation continued from the public for providing

comments.

As no members‘ of the public came forward to continue expressing their views,
the Sub Collector, Cheyyar Division, Tiruvannamalai, directed that the public hearing
meeting be concluded, and accordingly, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil

Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai declared that the public hearing meeting

had concluded.

Furthermore, regarding the proposed Thiru. R. Arul Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry Project, a total of 09 written petitions were received from the public, while no
petitions were received directly or via email at the office of the District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai.
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List of public attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs, Pen
Drive and CD recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing are enclosed

herewith.

A-FStimorgt. »*

Z)16 - o\?

District Environmental Engineer, Sub Collegtor,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Cheyyar Division,
Tiruvannamalai. Tiruvannamalai.

Tiruvannamalai.
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