Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted on 30.07.2026 at 03.00 P.M. at
M/s. Smart Palace, 97/1, Palayamkottai road, 3rd Mile, Opposite to Government
Polytechnic College, Thoothukudi for the Proposed standalone Cement Grinding
Unit namely M/s. Arima Cements Private Limited, at S.F.No. 399/1B Part,

Therku Veerapandivapuram Village, Ottapidaram Taluk, Thoothukudi
District.

Participants:
1. Thiru. M. Guruchandran District Revenue Officer,
' Thoothukudi.
2. Thiru. J. Hamoneth Joesun District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Thoothukudi.

3. Project Proponents and their As per Attendance Register
representatives and the general (A copy of the Attendance Register is
public attached in Annexure - II).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Thoothukudi District welcomed the District Revenue Officer-Thoothukudi District,
Government Officers, General Public, Environmental Activists, Police Officials,
Press, representatives of M/s. Arima Cements Private Limited and others who
gathered for the meeting on behalf of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the
District Administration. He informed that the public hearing is being conducted for
obtaining Environmental Clearance from the State Environmental Impact

Assessment Authority for the proposed Cement Grinding Unit of M/s. Arima
Cements Private Limited.

The District Environmental Engineer stated that as per the Environmental
Impact Assessment Notification issued on 14.09.2006 by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, conducting a Public Hearing is
mandatory for granting Environmental Clearance for Scheduled Projects.

He also informed that Advertisements regarding the Public Hearing were
published in Tamil Newspaper ‘Daily Thanthi’ and English Newspaper ‘The New
Indian Express’ on 26.06.2026. Further, DEE informed that wide publicity was
made about the Public Hearing meeting through pamphlets and loud speakers in
the surrounding villages. DEE informed the public that authorized EIA Consultant
will make the power point Presentation regarding the Project and after that, the
public can give their opinion about the project either orally or in writing. All views
expressed would be recorded in audio/video format and will be submitted to the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority with the approval of the District
Administration. He requested the public to mention their name and village before
viewing their opinions on the project in a peaceful manner. He requested the
District Revenue Officer to preside over the Public Hearing meeting. Then, he
asked the representative of M/s. Arima Cements Private Limited to give the
Technical presentation on the Project.



Environmental Consultant Mr. Sekar welcomed everyone and explained the
details of the Project and the Environmental Management Plan through a Power
Point presentation. Further, he informed that the paper advertisements of the Public
Hearing were published on 26.06.2026 in 'Daily Thanthi' and 'The New Indian
Express' newspapers and the project reports available in the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board website. He also informed the public that wide publicity was made
regarding the Public Hearing through pamphlets and loudspeakers. He requested
the public to record their views about the Project.

Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer requested the public to give
their opinion about the project by providing their name and village name before
proceeding.

After this, the public expressed their views: The views expressed by the public
during the Public Hearing meeting are as follows:

1. Thiru. Marimuthu, 3rd Mile, Thoothukudi:-

He extended the full support to the Project. He informed that in Thoothukudi
District, in an average of 18,130 student’s complete higher education and become
graduates every year and when they come out, they remain unemployed. He further
stated that in Tamil Nadu, 53 lakh students between the age group 18-23 are
becoming graduates every year and out of which 35 lakh graduates remain
unemployed after completing their higher education. He opined. that it is
impossible for the Government to provide jobs to all of them. In Tamil Nadu, there
are only 11-12 lakh government employees and it is not possible to extend
employment to all of them. He mentioned that there shall be a vision of ‘jobs for
everyone’ and it will become possible if industries established like this. He
explained that biodiversity applies not only just too human but also to animals and
birds. He stated that when a factory is established, the allied businesses will thrive.
He highlighted that the transport/lorry business, manual labour jobs and tea stalls
will emerge as biodiversity emerge. Therefore, he expressed his full support for the
project. He stressed that if industries multiply, children of the people gathered here
will find jobs when they complete their higher education in the future.

Keeping in mind about growth of an industry is the growth of a nation; he
extended his full support to the project. He demanded that many industries should
come up in the region. He concluded that government jobs cannot be provided to
everyone and opportunities to work will open up only if factories like this are
established.

2. Thiru. S.P. Muthuraman, Social and Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli:-
He stated that the accreditation of M/s. ABC Techno Labs expired on
April 2, 2026 and demanded to show it if the accreditation has been renewed. He
argued that if it was not renewed the public hearing meeting should not be
conducted further. When he again forcefully asked to show the accreditation
details, some of the public raised their voice and asked him to get down from the
dais and speak from the podium mike where others speak. The District
Environmental Engineer intervened and requested everyone to remain calm. The




District Environmental Engineer informed that if everyone records their opinions
clearly then only their views will reach properly to the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority. He demanded the cooperation of the public to express their
opinions peacefully so as to record everything accurately and forward them to the

authorities. Then, the District Environmental Engineer asked the speaker to
continue.

Mr. Muthuraman further enquired the accreditation status for which the
Consultant replied that the firm's accreditation had been renewed further. At this
point, the District Revenue Officer intervened and informed that “This is a public
hearing meeting and not a forum to debate’. The District Revenue Officer further
informed that the speakers should only record their views about the project and
there should not be any question and answer session. He assured that all points
raised by the public will be recorded and send to the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority. He directed the speaker to continue accordingly.
Mr. Muthuraman then stated that if the accreditation of the environmental

consultant firm had expired, the consultant lacked the authority to present the EIA
report at the public hearing.

Furthermore, he stated that in a biscuit packet it is clearly mentioned its
manufacturing date and expiry date for consumption within that specified period.
He argued that using it after the expiry date, it poses health risks and therefore it
should not be used and doing so is an illegal act. He mentioned that the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change of the Government of India issued an
Office Memorandum in 2022 which outlines the procedure to conduct a public
hearing meeting exactly as per the EIA notification. He informed that as per the
OM, if a project has to be initiated, the baseline study must be conducted for
duration of three months or one season. He stated that after conducting the
three-month study, they will prepare the Environmental Impact Assessment report
detailing the impact on the environment and this report must be made available for
public inspection before the public hearing meeting. He pointed out that the
baseline study for this project was conducted during April-June 2023 and with
validity period of three years, the baseline data validity period expired on June 30,
2026 and as of today; it has been exactly one month since it expired. He argued
that just as an expired medicine or biscuit, it should not be used and using these
expired baseline data is completely against the law.

He stated that he has the relevant Office Memorandum in his possession and
that on July 7, 2026, he personally met the District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Thoothukudi and requested that the public
hearing meeting may be temporarily suspended. He further informed that he
requested to postpone it until a fresh baseline study is conducted, a new
Environmental Impact Assessment report prepared based on that study and the
public hearing to be held with a valid baseline data and EIA report. He further
stated that he had personally delivered a letter requesting to postpone the meeting,
but no response has been received. He argued that the authorities should have
consulted with higher-ranking officials and postponed the meeting, but they failed



to do so. Furthermore, he mentioned that he had sent an email regarding this issue
to everyone, including the environmental consultant firm on July 22, 2026. He
reiterated that continuing to conduct this meeting using expired baseline data is
completely illegal. He added that when a fresh baseline study is conducted and a
public hearing is held with the proper EIA report, he will return to speak about the
environmental impacts to be caused by the establishment of this company. He
remarked that despite his numerous warnings, the authorities went ahead with the
meeting so that by just conducting the public hearing, they could claim it was held
and secure the environmental clearance. Finally, by stating that the meeting should
not be conducted and thus they are boycotting this illegal proceeding, he and his
supporters chanted slogans demanding the meeting be stopped and walkout.

3. Thiru. C. Muniswaran, Advocate, Thoothukudi:-

He stated that the Terms of Reference for preparing the Environmental
Impact Assessment report was issued on August 2, 2022 and were valid for a
period of three years from that date until August 1, 2025. He pointed out that the
baseline data collection studies to be completed within that period. He further
highlighted that according to the relevant Office Memorandum, when applying for
environmental clearance, if the validity of the baseline data is more than three
years but less than four years, an additional seasonal study must be conducted for
one season or three months during a non-monsoon period. He noted that the rules
allow for such data to be revalidated and submitted for clearance. He further
argued that the validity of the data is not expired. He also stated that a public
hearing meeting cannot be conducted after the expiry of the baseline data period of
three year period. He concluded that since the Terms of Reference had been
granted one year time extension, this public hearing meeting is legally valid.

4. Thiru. P.Kanakaraj, Kailasapuram, Thoothukudi:-

- He expressed his strong support for M/s. Arima Cements Private Limited
and stated that setting up this plant would provide employment opportunities for
local youth. He added that the arrival of new industries would boost the economic
status and foster the growth of small businesses by providing many jobs. Thus, he
wholeheartedly supports M/s. Arima Cements Company.

5. Thiru. Petchimuthu, 3rd Mile, Thoothukudi:-

He stated that there are approximately 1,500 taxpayers/residents in the
temple under his charge, spanning areas such as Pudukkottai, Madathur, 3rd Mile,
P&T Colony, Thiru.V.Ka. Nagar, Indira Nagar, and Teachers Colony. He added
that if they are counted, there are nearly 4,500 people in total, out of which 200
educated youths are currently unemployed. He requested that such factories must
be permitted; if factories like these exist the youth will get employment
opportunities. He further mentioned that if this factory is established, sectors like
transportation, spare parts and the hotel or restaurant business will grow
significantly which in turn will increase cash circulation in the hands of the public.
Thus, he stated that he is extending support to this factory on behalf of the
residents living in places including Pudukkottai, Madathur, 3rd Mile, P&T Colony,
Thiru.V.Ka. Nagar, Indira Nagar, Teachers Colony, and Kandan Colony."




6. Tmt. Manjula, Puthiamputhur, Thoothukudi:-

She stated that setting up of M/s. Arima Cement plant would provide
employment not only to their area but also to people in all surrounding areas. She
mentioned that while many people are currently running around to attend job fairs
for employment, establishment of this company would greatly support the
economic progress of people in the region. She further stated that general public
should extend their co-operation for the establishment of this industry since setting
up of this industry would not cause any health hazards and express her full consent
and support for the establishment of the industry.

7. Thiru. Mariyappan, Saminatham, Thoothukudi:-

 He éxpressed his heartfelt support for establishing the Arima Cements
Private Limited industry. He mentioned that he felt immense pride while seeing so
many people who were welcoming the project amidst those who oppose it. He
expressed his concern over the unemployment among youth, economic
backwardness, lagging of cement and construction industries and stated that the
Environmental Department may grant permission to this project. He also stated
that he was happy to see the public gathered to support this good project and
informed that he welcomed M/s. Arima Cements Company.

8. Thiru. Poolpandian, Therku Veerapandiapuram, Thoothukudi:-
He extended his support to the project by believing that establishment of

Arima Cements would provide employment to educated youth in their village and
also their village will be provided with basic infrastructures. He expressed his
wholehearted consent and support for setting up of this industry.

9. Tmt. Jebakkani, Social Activist:-

She stated that M/s. Arima Cements has achieved various milestones and is
capable of providing good job opportunities to many educated youths who are
struggling without employment. She emphasized that when setting up factories, the
views of social activists should be recorded, and expressed her support
accordingly. Furthermore, she informed that amenities like water, education, and
roads shall be provided to the surrounding villages, protect the environment and
requested that clearance for this project may be granted without delay.

10. Tmt. Kavitha, Puthiamputhur, Thoothukudi:-
She expressed her support for setting up of this company stating that it
would provide lot of employment opportunities for women.

Thiru. Muneeswara Murthy, who recorded his opinions previously, again
wished to record some more opinion and stated that when a factory established,
allied secondary industries like transportation, tea stalls and hotels will also get
established, creating job opportunities even for the uneducated people. He
emphasized that everybody should feel happy for the project establishment and
told that he couldnot find any reason to oppose the project.



11. Thiru. Mahesh, 3rd Mile, Former President of Titans Rotary Club,
Thoothukudi:-

He stated that he was delighted over M/s. Arima Cements coming to their
village. He concerned that nowadays many educated youth are wandering for
employment in other states and countries and emphasized that more such factories
must come to their district to ensure the progress of the future generations
economically and for their livelihood prosperity. He stated that many such
industries are there in the neighboring districts like Tirunelveli and Virudhunagar
and told that we could notice the development those places into new towns during
bus travels, with places like Thalaiyuthu developing into secondary urban hubs for
Tirunelveli. He further stated that social activists like him are desired for
establishment of more factories. He thanked M/s. Arima Cements Private Limited
for choosing Thoothukudi for their industrial establishment and requested for the
quick establishment of the Factory.

12. Tmt. Ponkani, Thiravivapuram, Thoothukudi:-
She welcomed the project and hope for its successful development.

13. Thiru. Mariselvam, Puthiamputhur:- ~

He stated that the establishment of M/s.Arima Cements Company would be
very beneficial. He indicated that there are many educated youth and expressed his
belief for assured employment for everyone. He stated that they have no objection
to setting up this cement plant.

14, Tmt. Alagurathi, Thiravivapuram, Thoothukudi:-
She stated that they essentially need this project.

15. The Public frony Iyyanadaippu Village, Shanmugapuram, Thoothukudi:-
He assured that he and his village are rendering full cooperation for

establishing this factory.

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public to maintain peace
and informed that anyone wishing to submit written representations, could do so.

16. Thiru. M. Sudalaimani, Thiraviyapuram, Thoothukudi:-
He extended his support for establishing the cement plant.

17. Tmt. Muthu, Shanmugapuram, Thoothukudi:-

She expressed her full consent for the establishment of M/s. Arima Cements
Private Limited Company. She expressed her belief that all local youth would get
employment and wished good things would happen for everyone.

18. Tmt. Muthu, Shanmugapuram, Thoothukudi:-

She assured full cooperation for the establishment of M/s. Arima Cements
Private Limited and stated that she believed that it would provide job opportunities
for the village residents and poor. ‘

19. Tmt. Akila, Shanmugapuram, Thoothukudi:-

She stated that she and her village residents are giving their consent for the
establishment of M/s. Arima Cements Private Limited Company.




20. Tmt. Rajeswari, Thoothukudi:-

She expressed her support for M/s. Arima Cements Private Limited. She
stated that major developments in a small village would create great expectations
and wished for the development of smaller villages. She intended that many people

will' provide with employment so that everyone will be benefited. She reiterated
her support for M/s. Arima Cements.

21. Tmt. Meena, Shanmugapuram Koramballam, Thoothukudi:-
She stated that they all extend their support for the establishment of
M/s. Arima Cements Private Limited.

22. Tmt. Kiruba, Thoothukudi:-
She stated that the establishment of M/s. Arima Cements Private Limited
would provide employment to many people. She also stated that the people are

facilitated with the establishment of a good cement plant in Thoothukudi district
and she expressed her support.

23. Thiru. Maniraj, Meelavittan, Thoothukudi:-

He extended his full support, stating that establishment of this company
would bring employment opportunities for many young people.

24. Thiru. Eswaran, Puthiamputhur, Thoothukudi:-
He expressed his support, stating that they believed the establishment of

M/s. Arima Cements would reduce cement prices.

The District Environmental Engineer again requested the public to remain
calm. |

25. Thiru. Perumal, Shanmugapuram, Thoothukudi:-
He expressed his support under the condition of priority in employment for
local youth. . BECTRSEEES ¥
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26. Thiru. Muruganandam, Saminatham, Thoothukudi:-
He stated that he was delighted on the establishment of this cement plant and

extended his support, stating that it would be beneficial if local village residents
are provided with employment.

27. Thiru. Veerakumar, Maravanmadam, Thoothukudi:-
He welcomed the establishment of this cement plant in the area, stating that

it would provide job opportunities for many young people and welcomed the
project.

28. Thiru. S.Kumar, Saminatham, Thoothukudi:-

- -He stated that he has been working in Lions Club for seven years. He fully
supported the project, emphasized that the establishment of M/s. Arima Cements
would boost all industrial prosperity and provides employment for everyone.

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public not to repeat
similar opinions and ask them to present different opinions, if any orally or in
writing to avoid time delay.



29. Tmt. Bharathi, Saminatham, Thoothukudi:-
She stated that she will be happy if the educated youth are provided with
employment in the company.

The District Environmental Engineer inquired if anyone else wished to
express their opinions. No one preferred to come for expressing the view. He
expressed his sincere thanks on behalf of the District Administration to the public
for patiently registered their opinions. He further informed that all recorded views,
both oral and written, along with audio/video recordings would be forwarded to the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government
of India through the Corporate Office TNPCB, Chennai. He again expressed his
gratitude to everyone who attended this Public Hearing. '

The following documents are attached along with the public hearing
proceedings:

1. Pen drive consisting of the Recorded Video (2-Nos) of the entire public
hearing proceedings (Annexure — I).

2. List of participants who attended the public hearing (Annexure — II).

3. Written views/comments received for this project (115 petitions) have been
attached as (Annexure — III).

District
Tamil Na.

iroffimental Engineer, rstrict Revenue Officer,
Pollution Control Board, Thoothukudi.
Thoothukudi.
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