Proceedings of the Public Hearing Meeting Conducted for obtaining

Environmental Clearance from the State Environment Impact Assessment

Authority (SEIAA — TN) for the Proposed Expansion of Coal Based Co-Gen

(Captive) Thermal Power Plant from 4.6 MW to 14.6 MW by Additional
Installation of 1 x 10 MW Plant by M/s. Apollo Tyres Limited (Captive Power

. Plant), Plot No. B — 25, SIPCOT Industrial Growth Centre — Oragadam, S.F. No.

491, Mathur Village, Sriperumbudur Taluk, Kancheepuram District.

Name of the Project: Proposed Expansion of Coal Based Co-Gen (Captive)
Thermal Power Plant from 4.6 MW to 14.6 MW by Additional
Installation of 1 x 10 MW Plant by M/s. Apollo Tyres Limited
(Captive Power Plant), Plot No. B — 25, SIPCOT Industrial
Growth Centre — Oragadam, S.F. No. 491, Mathur Village,

Sriperumbudur Taluk, Kancheepuram District.

Venue: M/s. Brahma Sakthi Mahal,
Oragadam — Sriperumbudur Road, Vallakottai,
Sriperumbudur Taluk, Kancheepuram District — 602 105.

Date & Time: 20.02.2025-10.30 A.M
Present:
1. Mr. J. Saravanakannan, Revenue Divisional Officer /
' Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Sriperumbudur,
Kancheepuram District.
2. Mr. V. Purushothaman District Environmental Engineer,

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Sriperumbudur

3. Ms. T. Manimehalai Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Sriperumbudur

4. Mr. C. Muthuraj Assistant Environmental Engineer,

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Sriperumbudur

5 | Mr. V. Ranagasamy Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Sriperumbudur
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6. Mr. S. Seranthaiyan Tahsildar,
Kundrathur Taluk,
Kancheepuram District.

7. Mr. S. Kesavan Assistant Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Sriperumbudur

8. Mr. R. Selvaraj Assistant Manager,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Sriperumbudur

8. Public and Environmentalists 140 Persons (List Enclosed)

The District Environmental Engineer (DEE), Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Sriperumbdur has welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer / Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, Sriperumbudur, Tahsildar, Kunrathur, Government Officials, General
Public and NGO's/ Environmentalists for the Public hearing and informed that the unit
of M/s. Apollo Tyres Limited (Captive Power Plant), Plot No. B — 25, SIPCOT
Industrial Growth Centre - Oragadam, S.F. No. 491, Mathur Village,
Sriperumbudur Taluk, Kancheepuram District has proposed to expand Coal Based
Co-Gen (Captive) Thermal Power Plant from 4.6 MW to 14.6 MW by Additional
Installation of 1 x 10 MW Plant and his activity attracts Environmental Impact
Assessment Notification 2006, as amended under the category “B1” in the schedule
1(d) of the said notification. Furthermore, the DEE, TNPCB, Sriperumbudur has also

informed the following.

The State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA ~ TN) issued the
Terms of Reference (ToR) with a public hearing on 26.10.2022 for preparing the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report for the said activity under the

Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006.

The project proponent has submitted the draft EIA report to the office of the
District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB, Sriperumbudur and requested to conduct
the Public Hearing Meeting for its proposed activity. In this regard, Public Notices for
this Public Hearing Meeting scheduled on 20.02.2025, were published in Deccan
Chronicle and Dinakaran Newspapers on 10.01.2025 with the approval of the District

Collector, Kancheepuram. Further, Public announcements have also been made via
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loudspeakers in the surrounding villages about this Public Hearing Meeting scheduled

on 20.02.2025.

The District Environmental Engineer has added that the details of the proposed
project and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study conducted would be
explained through a Power Point presentation by the Project Proponent / EIA
Coordinator on behalf of the Project Proponent. Furthermore, the DEE has requested
that, after the presentation, the public clearly state their name and village details, and
then express their views, suggesﬁons, and comments on the project, either verbally or
in writing, one by one. Additionally, he informed that the opiniéns and suggestions of
the public and environmentalists will be recorded and forwarded to the SEIAA-TN and

requested the Revenue Divisional Officer, Sriperumbudur to preside over the Meeting.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Sriperumbudur has requested the Project
proponent to explain about the Proposed Project and the Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA) study conducted to the Public.

Following this, on behalf of the Project Proponent, the EIA Coordinatof has
welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, District Environmental Engineer, General
Public, Environmentalists and other Government_ Officials and then explained the
Proposed Project and EIA study conducted with help of Power Point

Presentation.

After the Presentation, the Revenue Divisional Officer, Sriperumbudur has

requested the Public to express their views / opinions either verbally or in writing by

clearly stating their names and villages. Accordingly, the Public have expressed their

views and opinions as follows.

1) Ms. Devi, Mathur Village,
| She stated that there are many factories around their village, and so far, there
have been no issues caused by them, but she inquired whether this company would

cause environmental pollution in the coming days.
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Reply by the Representative of the Project Proponent:

They have informed that as explained in the PowerPoint presentation, the most
advahced electrostatic precipitators will safeguard the environment and be operated in
a highly secure manner within the covered sheds. Hence, no environmental issues will

occur.

2) Ms. Sundari, Mathur Village:

She inquired whether this project would affect the groundwater.

Reply by the Representative of the Project Proponent:
They have informed that all required water for the industry obtained from
SIPCOT, and there is no groundwater extraction in the factory, so there will be no

impact on the groundwater.

3) Ms. Amulpriya, Mathur Village:

She requested that necessary facilities be provided at the Primary Health
Centre and also stated that rainwater is not being stored properly in the village, asking

for assistance in improving storage.

Reply by the Representative of the Project Proponent:
They have informed that M/s. Apollo Tyres Limited, is actively involved in
Corporate Environmental Responsibility and mentioned that they will provide

assistance in the future, considering the request made.

4) Ms. T. Krishnaveni, Vallakottai Village:

She stated that there are many villages around the company and that the youth

in their village are studying. she inquired whether job opportunities would be available
for them.
Reply by the Representative of the Project Proponent:

They have informed that Many skill development organizations are situated
near the industries on Oragadam Road and they regularly recruit people from the
nearby villages. Further, it was stated that in the future, they would support the public
by offering Skill Development Programs to help them enhance their skills a{nd‘ secure

better job opportunities.
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5) Ms. Aadhilakshmi, Vallakottai Village:

She stated that there are more than 12 self-help groups in their village, but they

do not have any employment opportunities. Further, she requested that some job

facilities be provided and also stated that they welcome this project.

| Reply by the Representative of the Project Proponent:

They have informed that they are using Indonesian coal in this power plant,
along with 15% biomass. If self-help groups produce biomass, they will purchase it.
Biomass is produced using rice husk, dried husk, and eucalyptus. He also stated that

if self-help groups produce the biomass, they will buy it from them.

6) Mr. Sunanda Reddy, Environmentalist: ,
He mentioned that he is one of the first environmental advocates supporting

industrial growth in India, and that unemployment is the biggest pollution issue in the
country. He pointed out that approximately 1 Crore people in India secure em'ployment
each year through their education, but the government can only provide 5,00,000 to
6,00,000 job opportunities. He added that the remaining 95 Lakhs peoplé are engaged
in industries and keeping this situation in mind, he emphasized the importance of

granting unconditional approval for these industries.

At the same time, he mentioned that Precautionary measures to be taken to
control the Pollution and requested the Management to adopt latest technologies to
control pollution. He also stressed that plantations are a crucial aspect and that more
free_s should be planted to enhance the Plantation, with a focus on selecting fruit-
bearing plants. Additionally, he suggested that medicinal plants would be beneficial for
villages and welcomed the idea of providing employment opportunities to the youth. If
possible, skill development should be provided to the youth, as this would help them
not only secure jobs locally but also in other places. Furthermore, he appreciated the
clarity of the explanation provided by the environmental consultant regarding the
project and convéyed his congratulations to the consultant. Finally, he requested to

grant NOC unconditionally for the project.
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Reply by the Representative of the Project Proponent:

The have informed that M/s. Apollo Tyres Limited has never compromised on
environmental responsibilities, and it is an international company. Regarding skill
development and green campuses, they have partnered with IT companies, colleges,
and various organizations to design épeoialized curricula. It was also stated that the
focus is on polymer and rubber technology, which are key components of the special
curriculum and additionally, the company encourages both its employees and other
youth‘, helping them secure job opportunities in other rubber-related industries.
Regarding the green campus, they have planted and nurtured shrubs at the SIPCOT
site, and currently, they have planted four acres of land. They have planted not just
fruit trees but a variety of trees to enhance the green campus. As a result, several
villages benefit from this initiative, leading to a rise in groundwater levels, proper

rainwater harvesting, and the availability of clean air.

7) Mr. Sathish, Environmentalist;

He mentioned that he is an environmental enthusiast and values preserving
natural details and cultural traditions while respecting the mindset of the people. He
also stated that he acknowledges valid criticisms and is willing to work with the public
to address them. He emphasized the need to immediately solve the people’s problems
and urged the government to take immediate action to provide employment in this
village. He also requested that the government provide permanent housing for the
~ homeless. Furthermore, as an environmental protector, he appealed for the village to
maintain a green envirbnment. He requested the company to plant more trees and -
protect thém, and urged the government's higher officials to grant the company

immediate environmental clearance.

8) Mr. Venkatesh, Environmentalist:

He stated that he is an environmental enthusiast and would like to make some
recommendations for M/s. Apollo Tyres Limited. He suggested that when transporting
the ash from one place to another, it should be done very carefully and securely,
covering it properly during transportation. He also emphasized that the ultra forest
system is essential. Regarding the Green Belt Development, he noted that 24.66%
has been allocated for this project. As his recommendation, he suggested Thick

Plantation and planting trees like Pongamia Pinnata and Ficus Recimosa to help
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control dust. Additionally, he advised that water should be sprayed once or twice a

day, every two to three days.

Reply by the Representative of the Project Proponent:

They have informed that as Mr. Venkatesh had stated, they are already
implementing these measures. They have established the Green Belt around the
company, and when transporting ash, it is carried in vehicles covered securely. They
also confirmed that, as per the suggestion, they have already been growing trees
using the Miyawaki method, a dense forest cultivation technique, and they will

continue to follow these practices in the future.

9) Mr. Ramachandran, NGO:
He extended his congratulations to the company and mentioned that the

company has 6 divisions, 2 of which are located abroad. He emphasized that
industries are crucial for public life and stated that M/s. Apollo Tyres Limited is a major
company in the tire manufacturing sector, inVolved in trade and export. He further
pointed out that without tires, there would be no vehicle travel, and without travel,
there would be no hublic life. Therefore, he stressed that welcoming this company is

essential for the public.

He added that the capacity of the thermal power plant will‘ be increased from

4.6MW to 14.6MW, and that this meeting is being held for that purpose. He requested

that everyone should welcome this and also conveyed his thanks.

Thereafter no views/comments were raised.

Then, the District Environmental Engineer has summarized and also informed
that the said views, suggestion and responses of the public are recorded through
videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact Assessment

Authority, Tamilnadu along with the written representation received from the Public.

Furthermore, the District Environmental Engineer has informed that the
Proceedings of the Public Hearing Meeting will be made displayed at the District
Collectorate, Kancheepuram, Sriperumbudur Taluk office, Mathur Village Panchayat
Office and Office of the District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB, Sriperumbu‘dur, and

also in the TNPCB website of www.tnpcb.gov.in after the said public hearing.

Commands, if any, on the proceeding may be sent directly to the regulatory authorities
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(Member Secretary, State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority —TamilNadu /

MoEF&CC) and the applicant concerned.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Sriperumbudur:

Finally, the' Revenue Divisional Officer, Sriperumbudur has thanked all the

Officials and Public participated in the Meeting.

V‘»J‘(Q‘“’g\f"w‘wma.l:g Xﬁp o 2125

istrict Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Sriperumbudur
Sriperumbudur

Enclosures:

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the Tamil & English
Newspapers dated 10.01.2025 for notifying the public hearing meeting.
Attendance sheet at the public hearing (Total pages 17 & 140 Persons).

Audio & Video stored in the Pen drive of the public hearing proceedings.

Photographs of the public hearing proceedings.

o > 0N

Soft and Hard copies of EIA Report, Executive Summary in English & Tamil,
submitted by the Project Proponent.
6. Petitions received from the public / NGO / Environmentalist through E-mail,

Postal and in the public hearing meeting — 18 Nos.
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