PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED ON 17.07.2026 AT 11:00
AM FOR THE PROJECT 1. M/S.ADAYAR GRANITES ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL
QUARRY LEASE OVER AN EXTENT OF 3.13.5 HA AT S.F.NOs:2/1 AND 1269/3 OF
VIRALIPATTI VILLAGE, NILAKOTTAI TALUK, DINDIGUL DISTRICT AND
PROJECT 2. M/S.ADAYAR GRANITES ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY
LEASE OVER AN EXTENT OF 3.95.0 HA AT AND S.F.NOS: 4/2,1274/1 AND 1274/2,
VIRALIPATTI VILLAGE, NILAKOTTAI TALUK, DINDIGUL DISTRICT

Present:

1. | Mr.S.Shajakan Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dindigul Revenue Division,
Dindigul District

2. | Er.J.Thangarathi, District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul.

3. | Mrs.G.Usha Rani Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul

4. | Mr.A.Ramasamy Tahsildar, Nilakottai Taluk,
Dindigul District.

5. | Industry representatives and public | As per attendance register (copy enclosed)

Introduction:

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dindigul :

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, I welcome the esteemed Revenue

Divisional Officer, Dindigul, who has arrived to preside over and conduct the public hearing.

She further extend her greetings on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, to the
Tahsildar, Revenue Department officials, Police Department ofﬁciais, members of the press,
social activists, the proprietor/representatives of M/s. Adayar Granites (Ordinary Stone and
Gravel Quarry), and the members of the public who have assembled here to participate in this

Public Hearing.



The public notice for this project was published on 10.06.2026 in the Dinamalar and The
Indian Express newspapers. In connection with this Public Hearing, publicity was carried out
on 16.07.2026 in the nearby villages through auto-rickshaw announcements. Pamphlets were
distributed, posters were displayed at important locations, and banners were erected. Further,
the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report and Executive Summary, in both
Tamil and English, have been made available for public inspection on the website of the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board and at three designated offices, including the Dindigul District
Collector Office.

As per the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification issued by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India, New Delhi, on 14.09.2006, as
amended in 2009, it is mandatory to conduct a Public Hearing before granting Environmental
Clearance. Accordingly, today's Public Hearing is being conducted for the following proposed
projects: Project — 1: M/s. Adayar Granites — Proposed Ordinary Stone and Gravel Quarry over
an extent of 3.13.5 Hectares in Survey Field Nos. 2/1 and 1269/3, situated at Viralipatti Village,
Nilakottai Taluk, Dindigul District and Project — 2: M/s. Adayar Granites — Proposed Ordinary
Stone and Gravel Quarry over an extent of 3.95.0 Hectares in Survey Field Nos. 4/2, 1274/1
and 1274/2, situated at Viralipatti Village, Nilakottai Taluk, Dindigul District.

After the Project Consultant explains the details of the proposed project, the members of

the public may express their views and opinions.

The members of the public are kindly requested to state their name and place of residence
before expressing their views and to confine their comments only to matters relating to the
proposed project. The public may present their views either orally or in writing. The views and
objections received will be duly recorded and, after obtaining the approval of the Revenue
Divisional Officer and the District Collector, will be forwarded to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Chennai, for further necessary action.

The District Environmental Engineer then requested the Hon'ble Revenue Divisional Officer
to kindly preside over and conduct the Public Hearing.

Thereafter, the Hon'ble Revenue Divisional Officer informed the gathering that the
members of the public may express their views and opinions regarding the proposed M/s.

Adayar Granites Quarry Projects.



Technical Presentation by the Environmental Consultant:

The Environmental Consultant of M/s. Adayar Granites (Ordinary Stone and Gravel
Quarry) explained the environmental aspects of the proposed project to the public through a
PowerPoint presentation.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dindigul:

The District Environmental Engineer informed the participants that those wishing to
express their views may do so by stating their name and place of residence before presenting

their comments.

Public Hearing — M/s. Adayar Granites

1. Thiru. Nethaji — Usilampatti :

Thiru. Nethaji greeted the esteemed Revenue Divisional Officer, Tahsildar, officials of
the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, and the farmers present at the Public Hearing for M/s.
Adayar Granites. He introduced himself as Thiru. Nethaji, State Organising Secretary, Tamil
Nadu Farmers Protection Association.

He stated that no public notice boards regarding the Public Hearing for the proposed quarry
had been displayed in any of the villages. He further stated that, in districts such as Dindigul,
Madurai, and Theni, public brotests had demanded that notice boards be displayed in the
villages, but no such notice boards had been erected in the present case. He further stated that
there is a geological pathway/right of way within the survey fields of the proposed quarry.
Although the pathway passes through patta land, it is Government property available for public
use, and several judicial decisions have upheld this position.

He also referred to village roads laid by the Panchayat, stating that such roads are expected
to have a service life of eight years, whereas, according to him, they become damaged within
three months due to the movement of overloaded quarry vehicles carrying excessive tonnage,
resulting in violations.

He stated that every quarry is required to develop a green belt, but, according to him, no
quarry has established one. Although the project report states that 3,000 saplings would be
planted, he remarked that if such commitments had actually been implemented in all quarries
across Tamil Nadu, the State would have become a forested region. Instead, he stated that

Tamil Nadu is presently facing the effects of global warming and EI Nifio.



He further stated that, according to a Central Government study report, due to excessive
heat, a person remains without sleep for about 93 hours in a year. He further stated that quarry
blasting is the cause of this increase in temperature, as it affects natural streams and springs.
He stated that, earlier, people used to obtain clean drinking water from streams and springs and
catch fish for consumption. He stated that all varieties of fish were available in those days.He
further stated that such conditions no longer exist because, according to him, the explosives
used in stone quarries have caused extensive damage, resulting in the destruction of the
breeding process and the extinction of native fish species. He stated that, as a result, people are
now compelled to purchase and consume hybrid fish. He further stated that, if this continues,
the extinction of one species could eventually lead to the extinction of the human race as well.

He stated that there are violations in the proposed stone quarry. He further stated that a
High Tension (HT) electricity line passes near the quarry site. He stated that the HT line is
located at a distance of 235 metres from the quarry. Therefore, according to him, permission
should not be granted to the quarry as per the statutory provisions. He stated that this amounts
to a violation of the applicable rules. He therefore requested that permission should not be
granted to the proposed stone quarry and stated that he was submitting the same in the form of
a written representation (petition).

He stated that no public notice boards had been displayed for the proposed quarry. He further
stated that the present Government has been taking action to prohibit all quarries that are
operating against the interests of the public. He stated that the failure to display the public
notice boards during the administration of the Hon'ble Chief Minister Thiru. Joseph Vijay
would bring disrepute to his Government. He further stated that this constitutes a violation of
the prescribed rules

He stated that the groundwater level has deteriorated. He further stated that, in the past,
people used to drink water from wells located in agricultural fields, but at present everything
has been affected.He stated that these quarries are the reason for this deterioration, as
groundwater is naturally filtered through rock formations, and according to him, the blasting
carried out in quarries affects this natural process.He further stated that, at present, people are
compelled to consume bottled drinking water. He stated that there was a quarry at
Vellamallipatti in Madurai District, and that the blasting operations carried out in that quarry
had affected the groundwater within a radius of 6 kilometres in their village. He further stated
that only after the quarry operations were stopped did the groundwater become clean again. He

stated that the proposed stone quarry would also adversely affect the groundwater. Therefore,



in his opinion, permission should not be granted to the proposed stone quarry as per the

statutory provisions.

2. Dr. Venkat Prabhu — Kunnuvarayankottai :

He greeted the gathering and introduced himself as Dr. Venkat Prabhu from
Kunnuvarayankottai. He stated that, even prior to this Public Hearing, he had submitted two
petitions against the quarry to the Chief Minister's Special Cell (CM Cell), the concerned
Ministers, the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, the Assistant Director of Mines and
Minerals, and had also personally met the District Collector during the Public Grievance
Redressal Day on 01.06.2026. He stated that the complaints were submitted because blasting
operations were allegedly being carried out between 6.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m., and that his
complaint was against not only M/s. Adayar Granites but also M/s. Ruben Quarry, treating both
quarries together.

He stated that the blasting operations carried out in the quarry generate excessive
vibration. He further stated that the glass windows of his house had been broken on two
occasions. He stated that, although a representative of M/s. Adayar Granites had claimed that
pollution would not spread through the air, dust particles had accumulated on the house of
Thiru. Prabhakar, who resides opposite the quarry. He further stated that the dust contains
respirable silica, and that continuous inhalation of such silica would cause a disease known as
silicosis, which could eventually lead to lung cancer. '

Secondly, he stated that there is a shortage of water. He specifically stated that there is
no water in the wells belonging to Pottalsamy and Prabhakar, and that there is also no water in
the borewell at his own residence. He stated that he is presently depending only on rainwater
harvesting for his water supply. He further stated that the quarry would result in hearing
impairment, lung-related illnesses, and water scarcity. He stated that about 400 trees belonging
to them ﬁad withered due to the deposition of dust from the quarry. He further stated that there
are approximately 30 to 40 acres of coconut groves, but the coconut trees are not yielding fruits
and that the tender coconuts are falling prematurely.

He stated that it is being claimed that the quarry generates a revenue of Rs.10 lakhs for the
Government. However, he stated that increasing Government re\}enue alone should not be the
objective, and that Government officials should first understand that the Government also has
the responsibility of protecting the public. He further stated that, based on their complaint,
when the Deputy Tahsildar came for inspection, no blasting had taken place and no vibrations

were experienced, as they had allegedly been informed in advance that the inspection would



take place. He stated that this indicates that the authorities have no concern for the welfare of
the public. He stated that permission should not be granted to this quarry. He further stated that,
instead, steps should be taken to close the quarries that have already been granted permission.

He further stated that an asphalt (tar) plant had been operating on the Vathalakundu—
Usilampatti Road. He stated that, following a death that occurred there, the tar plant had been
shifted to this location. He further stated that, if the tar plant starts functioning here, it would
also cause serious environmental impacts. He stated that no quarry which causes damage to the
property of the general public should be allowed to operate. He further stated that, as per the
rules of the Tamil Nadu Electricity Board, a quarry should not be operated if a High Tension
(HT) line is situated within 300 metres. He requested the authorities to take all these aspects
into consideration, as well as the objections raised by the public, and not to grant permission
for the proposed quarry. He further requested that permission should also not be granted to

other polluting quarries and tar plants of a similar nature.

3. Thiru. Prabhakaran — Kunnuvarayankottai :

Thiru. Prabhakaran greeted the gathering and introduced himself as Thiru. Prabhakaran
from Kunnuvarayankottai. He stated that he had purchased 17 acres of land in the area with the
intention of carrying out agriculture and had also constructed a house there. He further stated
that he had been residing there for the past six months.

He stated that all the claims made by the project proponents were false. He stated that the
quarry vehicles do not sprinkle water and that no water is sprayed on the roads when the
vehicles pass. He further stated that excessive noise is generated and that a large amount of
dust is emitted. He stated that, since about ten vehicles pass at the same time, young children
are unable to use the road and even two-wheelers are unable to travel safely. He alleged that
false statements are being made only for the purpose of obtaining permission for the quarry.
He further stated that the nearby residents had not been informed about the Public Hearing. He
stated that the project proponents claimed that notices had been printed and distributed to
everyone, but that he had come to know about the meeting only because someone had informed
him. He stated that, in reality, no one had been informed. He further stated that, as already
mentioned by the previous speaker, a representation had been submitted seeking the closure of
the existiﬁg quarry. He also stated that permission should not be granted for the proposed new

quarry and that, if permission is granted, they would take steps to have the quarry closed.



4. Thiru. Raja Mani — V. Kurumbapatti :

Thiru. Raja Mani introduced himself and stated that he is from V. Kurumbapatti, a village
located in the vicinity of the proposed stone quarry. He stated that about 400 families reside in
their village. He further stated that, from the time the stone quarry commenced its operations,
their village had become like a desert. He stated that there is no drinking water in the village.
He further stated that there was only one borewell in operation, and that even from that
borewell, water is now available only once in fifteen days.He stated that he believes the quarry
is located within 300 feet. He further stated that they depend on agriculture for their livelihood.
He therefore earnestly requested that permission should not be granted for the proposed stone

quarry and concluded his remarks.

5. Thiru. Pottalsamy — Kunnuvarayankottai :

He greeted the gathering and stated that the stone quarry, crusher unit, and tar plant have
all been established at the same location, thereby causing severe hardship to the people, and
that the area is being turned into a desert. He requested that the Government should take steps
to stop these activities. He further stated that there is no water in his borewell. He stated that
he is unable to allow his two cattle to graze in his agricultural field. He further stated that
everything is covered with dust. He stated that his house has developed cracks and has been
damaged. He requested that the Government officials should visit the area and inspect all these
issues.

6. Thiru. Selvendran — Viralipatti :

He greeted the gathering and stated that, as 20 to 30 vehicles pass through their village at
the same time, excessive dust is generated. He further stated that, due to this, the shbps, hotels,
and the residents of the street are adversely affected. He also stated, for the record, that the
cattle belonging to the persons owning agricultural lands adjacent to the stone quarries die due
to the excessive blasting carried out in the quarries.

7. Thiru. Mugilan, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement :

Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement,
conveyed his greetings and best wishes to the Chairperson of the Public Hearing, the Revenue
Divisional Officer; the District Environmental Engineer who presided over the Public Hearing
jointly organized by the District Administration, Dindigul, and the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board for the proposed ordinary stone and gravel quarry project of M/s. Adayar

Granites; the officials of the various Government departments present; the members of the



public who had assembled to express their grievances and oppose the establishment of the stone
quarry; the social activists; the representatives of farmers' organizations; and the environmental
activists.He introduced himself as Thiru. Mugilan and stated that he was the Coordinator of the
Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement.

He stated that, during the previous Government, the proposed 5,000-acre tungsten mineral
mining project brought forward by the Union Government was stopped after the Government
of Tamil Nadu passed a special resolution in the Legislative Assembly based on the documents
submitted by them. He further stated that all the exploration activities for the proposed
molybdenum mineral mining project covering 400 square kilometres (approximately one lakh
acres) in the Palani and Oddanchatram Taluks, including Palani Hills, Idumban Hills and Aivar
Hills, had been completed and the project was in a state of readiness for auction. He stated that,
after the matter was brought to the notice of the Government and brought to light by the
Member of Parliament and the Member of the Legislative Assembly, the proposed auction was
also stopped.

He stated that he viewed the Public Hearing from two perspectives. Firstly, he stated that
the project proponents who had spoken before him had not explained anything about the Siting
Criteria for the proposed stone quarry. He stated that, as per the Government norms, for
establishing a stone quarry, there should be no houses, Government buildings or temples within
a radius of 300 metres. He further stated that there should be no stream or irrigation canal
within 50 metres, and that water bodies such as ponds, lakes and irrigation tanks should not be
located within 300 metres of the proposed quarry site. ‘

He stated that, however, in the first quarry site, é footpath existed within Survey No. 1269/3.
He stated that the footpath was recorded in the village map and was also registered as a public
pathway leading from the lower area to Vathalagundu through the upper area. He further stated
that, as per Revenue Standing Order (RSO) No. 26, Clause 15, a cart track or field pathway
and a field channel, even if situated in patta land, are to be treated as Government property. He
added that, where such Government property has been encroached upon, the Tahsildar is
empowered to remove the encroachment, as stated by the State Chief Information
Commissioner, Ezhilagam, Chepauk, in an official document.

He stated that, however, the certificate issued by the Village Administrative Officer (VAO)
did not contain any reference to the said footpath. At the same time, he stated that Page 161 A
of the English Detailed Project Report (DPR) clearly recorded it as Government property and
as a public footpath used by the general public. He further stated that, despite this, the officials
had not pointed out that the footpath was located within the quarry survey field.

8



He stated that this waé an act contrary to law and questioned how a fact that was clearly
known to him had escaped the notice of the Village Administrative Officer (VAO), Revenue
Inspector (RI), Tahsildar and the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO). He further questioned
whether such actions were being carried out despite the Hon'ble Chief Minister's assurance that
no illegal activity would be permitted. He questioned how such lapses had occurred and stated
that, since a public footpath existed within the quarry area, permission for the quarry could not
legally be granted.

He further stated that, on the north-western side of the proposed quarry, Pandi Muni Temple
and Mottai Kodi Muni Temple are situated in Survey Nos. 54/3B1 and 54/3A, respectively. He
stated that these temples are clearly shown in both the Village Map and the Field Measurement
Book (FMB) sketch and are located within 280 to 290 metres of the proposed quarry. He stated
that these are traditional places of worship revered by the local people and; as per the
Government norms, no place of worship should be located within a radius of 300 metres of a
quarry. Therefore, he stated that permission could not be granted for the proposed quarry.

He further stated that the person attempting to establish the quarry is not a resident of Tamil
Nadu but Thiru. Sajith from the State of Kerala, who, according to him, was unable to operate
a quarry -in Kerala and had come to Tamil Nadu to establish one. He questioned how it could
be justified for the authorities to act in a manner that would affect the Pandi Muni Temple and
Mottai Kodi Muni Temple, and stated that, based on the Revenue Department records,
permission could not be granted for the quarry.

He further stated that, when the issue was raised with the Commissioner of Land
Administration, it was clarified that a field pathway or field channel recorded in the revenue
and survey records remains Government property even if it lies within private patta land. He
also stated that the District Survey Officer, Erode, had clarified that, even if a house recorded
in the UDR and Natham Survey Records had collapsed or been damaged, the original survey
records should be taken into account and that the existence of approved houses, house sites,
pathways, streams and similar features mentioned in the distance report should be verified only
after examining the Village Map, Field Measurement Book (FMB) sketch and the 'A' Register
before issuing a report for a quarry or stone quarry.

He stated that, accordingly, if there are houses, temples or Government buildings within the
prescribed distance, permission should not be granted for a quarry. However, he stated that
such structures exist around the proposed quarry. He further stated that permission should not
be granted even if temporary houses are located within the prescribed distance. He stated that,

had the Village Map, Field Measurement Book (FMB) sketch and the 'A' Register been
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properly verified, it would have been evident that houses exist within the 300-metre radius. He
further stated that blasting operations carried out in the quarry for breaking rocks could cause
cracks and damage to the nearby houses. Therefore, he stated that, since houses, temples and
Government buildings are situated in close proximity to the proposed quarry, permission could
not legally be granted.

He further stated that, in the explosion accident that occurred at Kariyapatti in 2025, six
persons lost their lives within a radius of about two kilometres. He stated that Thiru. Sasikumar,
Assistant Director of Mines, Namakkal, had specified that permission should not be granted
for a quarry if temporary labour sheds or permanent residential buildings are located within a
radius of 300 metres.

He further stated that several temporary and permanent residential buildings are located
around the proposed quarry and that he had collected photographic evidence as well as Google
Maps evidence in support of the same. He stated that one house is located 283 metres to the
north of Survey No. 1256/2, another house is situated 149 metres away, and another house is
located 236 metres to the east. He stated that, since all these houses are situated very close to
the proposed quarry, permission could not legally be granted.

He further stated that a river is situated on the north-western side of the proposed quarry
at a distance of about 390 metres, whereas the EIA Report mentions the distance as 370 metres.
He stated that the quarry has been proposed to be excavated to a depth of 51 metres
(approximately 180 feet) over a period of ten years. However, he stated that most of the wells
in the surrounding area are only about 30 feet deep. Therefore, he stated that excavation up to
a depth of 180 feet would affect the natural flow of groundwater and that it is a scientific fact
that groundwater flows from higher elevations to lower-lying areas. He further stated that no
extensive research or doctoral studies are required to establish this basic scientific principle.
He concluded by stating that, since the proposed quarry would seriously affect the groundwater
resources in the area, permission should not be granted for the project.

He further stated that, as per the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, a
mandatory minimum distance has to be maintained between one quarry and another. He stated
that maps had been furnished for Survey Nos. 2 and 1269, but that only 10 metres had been
left between the two proposed quarries. He stated that, in view of the provisions of the Tamil
Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, permission could not legally be granted for the
proposed quarry.

He further stated that the proposed quarry is not situated on the applicant's own land but

on land taken on lease from another person. He stated that, as mentioned on Page 4 of the Tamil
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Executive Summary, the lease agreement is valid only for 15 years, from 11.03.2021 to
10.03.2026. However, he stated that permission has been sought for operating the quarry for a
period of 10 years. He pointed out that, even if permission is granted two months or two years
after the date of the Public Hearing, the applicant would not be able to enjoy the full ten-year
quarrying period within the validity of the lease agreement. He stated that, whenever
permission is sought for a quarry, the lease agreement should remain valid for the entire period
for which quarrying permission is sought. Therefore, he stated that, since the lease period
would expire before the completion of the proposed quarrying period, the application is not
legally or procedurally sustainable and, consequently, permission should not be granted for the
proposed quarry.

He further stated that, under Rule 10A of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession
Rules, 1959, it is clearly stipulated that more than two quarry leases should not be granted to
the same person within a State. However, he stated that M/s. Adayar Granites is already
operating a quarry in Survey No. 3. He stated that, if permission is granted for the present
quarry, it would continue to operate for another eight years, and questioned how such
permission could be granted in violation of the statutory provisions; He further questioned why
ordinary members of the public are made to face difficulties in obtaining approvals while
permission is being granted to a person from Kerala, thereby affecting the livelihood of the
people of Kurumbapatti. He concluded by stating that granting permission for a third quarry at
the same location would be in violation of the Rules and that, therefore, permission could not
and should not be granted for the proposed quarry under Rule 10A of the Tamil Nadu Minor
Mineral Concession Rules, 1959.

He further stated that, with regard to road transportation, the Supreme Court's judgments in
W.P. No. 136/2003 and Contempt Petition No. 5 of 2009 had been circulated by the Transport
Commissioner. He stated that the judgments clearly provide that no vehicle should be operated
with a load exceeding the permitted weight. He further stated that, under the Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988, vehicles carrying excess loads should not merely be subjected to a monetary penalty,
but that an excess load of up to the first 10 tonnes should attract a fine of Rs. 20,000, every
additional tonne should attract a fine of Rs. 3,000, and criminal proceedings should also be
initiated for a period of five years for causing damage to public property

He further stated that, as per the communication issued by the Block Development Officer
(BDO), only vehicles with a maximum weight of 10 tonnes are permitted to ply on village
roads. He stated that a six-wheeled vehicle itself weighs about 19 tonnes, whereas, in practice,

six-wheeled vehicles carrying M-sand, jelly and stones often exceed 24 tonnes. He stated that
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the village road is designed to accommodate only 10-tonne vehicles carrying approximately
- one unit (3 cubic metres) of material, and that only tractor-load quantities should be transported
on Panchayat roads. However, he stated that there have been instances where 16-wheeled
vehicles transported loads of up to 90 tonnes, which is completely contrary to law.

He further stated that, in violation of the directions of the Supreme Court, the authorities
concerned were acting contrary to the statutory provisions. He stated that the cost of
constructing a Panchayat road ranges from Rs. 50 lakhs to Rs. 1 crore, while the cost of
constructing a State Highway ranges from Rs. 5 crores to Rs. 210 crores. He further stated that,
even on State Highways, a 16-wheeled vehicle is permitted to carry only 41 tonnes, whereas
vehicles were carrying as much as 90 tonnes. He questioned whether the weighbridges were
functioning properly and stated that weighbridges with a capacity exceeding 100 tonnes were
not available and that most weighbridges have a maximum capacity of only 60 tonnes.

He further stated that the quarry owner contributes only Rs. 5 lakhs to the village, whereas
Government officials, who are paid from public tax revenue, permit the roads laid in the area
to deteriorate within three months, necessitating repeated reconstruction. He stated that
approximately Rs. 20,000 crores are spent every year on laying roads, whereas the Government
spends about Rs. 15,000 crores annually towards the monthly assistance of Rs. 1,000 for
women under the welfare scheme. He alleged that roads are being damaged due to the
movement of overloaded quarry lorries, resulting in repeated reconstruction of roads and
causing a loss to public property and public funds.

He stated that, in a similar case at Sukkampalayam, Palani, they had recovered Rs. 2 crores,
following which the quarry materials were transported in smaller vehicles. He stated that the
authorities also have a responsibility in this matter and that society also has a responsibility.
He stated that, at Viralipatti, if any vehicle carrying more than 10 tonnes, or transporting more
than 3 cu.m (approximately 9 tonnes) of quarry material, is found plying on the road, such
vehicle may be intercepted and handed over to the authorities. He urged the public to call 100
or 101 and inform the Tahsildar, the District Collector and the Revenue Divisional Officer so
that the vehicle could be stopped. He further stated that, so far, no authority had taken action
under the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 against quarry vehicles carrying excess loads, nor had any
penalties been imposed on them. He concluded by stating that the general public should also
be made aware of this issue.

He further stated that, if vehicles are found transporting loads in excess of the legally
permitted limit, the public should stop such vehicles and immediately inform the Revenue

Divisional Officer (RDO), Tahsildar, Police or the District Administration, who would take
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appropriate action. He stated that action should be taken against quarries that damage public
property. He further stated that Panchayat Roads, Major District Roads (MDR), Other District
Roads (ODR), National Highways (NH) and State Highways (SH) are being damaged due to
quarry operations. He stated that, under the provisions of the Indian Penal Code and Articles
44 and 51A of the Constitution of India, it is the duty of every citizen to protect public property.

He further stated that the project proponents had stated that only "Nonel blasting" would
be used in the quarries. However, he stated that this was not being followed in practice. He
stated that Nonel blasting is intended to produce only a low level of noise with controlled
blasting and that there should be an interval of about 28 seconds between successive blasts
(cracking system). He further stated that the blast vibration should remain within the prescribed
limits as stipulated in the rules. However, he stated that blasting in the quarry generates loud
- noise and vibrations that are felt up to a distance of about 2 kilometres.

He further stated that, at several places, explosives capable of producing higher vibrations
are being used and that there is a possibility that prohibited explosives have been used. He
questioned the source from which such explosives had been brought and stated that the
authorities should conduct an enquiry and initiate the necessary criminal proceedings.
However, he stated that no such action had been taken and that it is the responsibility of all
concerned to monitor such violations.

He further stated that blasting operations are carried out in accordance with the prescribed
rules only when officials visit for inspection, whereas on other days blasting is carried out in
violation of the prescribed procedures. He stated that the authorities should continuously

monitor such activities.

He further stated that the public should also remain vigilant and, if any illegal blasting is
carried out, they should immediately lodge a complaint with the Revenue Department officials,
the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) and the other concerned authorities. Otherwise, he
stated, the matter may even be brought to the notice of Chief Minister Vijay. He stated that it
is the duty of the authorities to enforce the law, while it is the right and responsibility of the

public to monitor such violations and bring them to the notice of the authorities.

He further stated that, under the Mud Pull Method, explosives are required to be placed
inside the borehole and covered with tarpaulin sheets, sandbags and heavy vehicle tyres so that
the blast is carried out safely without allowing the vibration to spread outside. However, he
stated that this procedure is not being followed anywhere in practice. As a result, he stated that

houses have been damaged, cracks have developed in walls and window glasses have been
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broken. He stated that neither the Nonel blasting system nor the Mud Pull Method is being
followed.

He further stated that the operating hours of the quarries are also contrary to the prescribed
rules. He stated that, as per the Government norms, quarry operations should be carried out
only between 7.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m., after which all activities should cease and the quarry
should be completely closed. He further stated that the public had informed him that blasting
is being carried out between 6.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m., and clarified that this restriction applies
only to quarry operations and not to crushers.

He further stated that, in practice, quarry operations continue even after 5.00 p.m., stones
are loaded into lorries, and, according to information received, rock-breaking machines are
used at certain locations to break rocks. He further stated that, during the Public Hearing itself,
it was stated that blasting would be carried out only between 1.00 p.m. and 2.00 p.m., and that
if blasting is carried out beyond the permitted time, the public should lodge a complaint.

He further stated that, therefore, no worker should remain inside the quarry after 5.00 p.m.,
no quarrying activity should be carried out after that time, and if the prescribed rules are
violated, the authorities should take immediate action. He further stated that, if no action is
taken by the authorities, the public should submit complaints to the higher authorities, and, if

necessary, bring the matter to the notice of the Chief Minister.

He further stated that it has been claimed that quarries provide employment opportunities
to the local people and livelihood to the workers. However, he stated that, in practice, none of
these assurances have been fully implemented.

He further stated that M/s. Adayar Granites has been operating since 2023. However, he
stated that the workers employed in the quarry are not being provided with basic welfare
benefits such as Provident Fund (PF), Employees' State Insurance (ESI) and insurance
coverage. He stated that, while obtaining permission for the quarry, assurances are given that
all necessary safety measures will be provided to the workers and that appropriate
compensation will be paid in the event of any accident. However, he stated that none of these
assurances have been implemented in practice and that the same had been confirmed through
information obtained from the Labour Welfare Department under the Right to Information Act
(RTI).

He further stated that, just as merely writing the word "sugar" does not make it taste sweet
unless it is actually consumed, merely giving undertakings in documents is not sufficient and

such commitments should also be implemented in practice. He stated that all welfare benefits
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available to Government employees, such as PF, ESI and medical insurance, should likewise
be extended to the workers employed in the quarry. However, he stated that the quarry
management has failed to discharge this responsibility.

He further stated that the minerals extracted by the quarry operator are not his personal
property. He stated that, although the surface of the land may belong to the landowner, the
mineral resources beneath the land belong to the Government and to society. Therefore, he
stated that the person is not referred to as an "owner" but as a "lessee". Accordingly, he stated
that, since the lessee is utilizing the resources belonging to society, he is duty-bound to fulfil
all responsibilities towards society and the workers.

He further stated that, although M/s. Adayar Granites has been operating with permission
since 2023, and more than three years have elapsed, an adequate green belt has not been
developed around the quarry. He stated that, despite the quarry having been in operation for
more than 1,000 days from 25.07.2023, the trees that had been promised have not been planted.
He stated that, while obtaining permission for the quarry, the project proponent had undertaken
in the Environmental Management Plan to plant about 2,500 indigenous trees. He further stated
that native species such as Poovarasu, Athi, Aal and Neem should have been planted to
establish a green belt, with 2,500 trees over an extent of 12 acres. He concluded by stating that
the failure to establish such a green belt has contributed to the present El Nifio impacts and the
lack of rainfall.

He further stated that about 300 to 400 stone, granite and limestone quarries are operating
in Dindigul District. He stated that, if every quarry had planted 200 trees per acre as stipulated
in its approval conditions, the environmental impact in the district would have been
considerably reduced and the district would not have been facing the present rainfall problems.

He further stated that the Government had announced that 7 to 8 crore trees would be
planted every year using public funds and that the former Minister Thiru. I. Periyasamy
Chakrapani had planted trees at a specified location in Oddanchatram. However, he stated that,
while quarries have earned crores of rupees in revenue, they have failed to fulfil the
environmental commitments given by them and that the authorities have not taken appropriate
action in this regard. |

He further stated that, therefore, no fresh permission should be granted to any quarry that
has failed to establish the required green belt. He also stated that the permissions already
granted to the existing quarries should be reviewed. He stated that, due to the prevailing high
temperatures, school children are unable to attend school for about 15 days in a year without

being exposed to excessive heat after 10.00 a.m., and that the situation is being described as a
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~ "Heat Exchange" condition similar to that experienced during the COVID-19 period. He stated
that, unless 200 trees per acre are planted, no one questions the quarry operators. He concluded
by stating that protecting public welfare and the environment is the foremost responsibility of
the authorities.

He further stated that the District Collector of Tiruppur, Thiru. Vineeth, had cancelled the
quarry licence of Ezhil Blue Metals, Kodangipalayam, for failure to establish the required green
belt. He also stated that the failure of Sterlite to establish the required 33% green belt was one
of the reasons for its closure. He further stated that the environmental protection requirements
are not being properly complied with and that the quarry management has failed to implement
several commitments made in the Environmental Management Plan in practice.

He further stated that, as per the EIA Report of the quarry, it has been stated that 83 lorry
loads, each carrying about 6 m* (approximately 20 tonnes) of minerals, would be transported
daily from the first quarry alone. However, he stated that each lorry has been designed to carry
about 20 tonnes, whereas the village roads in the area are capable of bearing only 10 tonnes.
Therefore, he stated that there is a contradiction between the project report and the actual road
conditions.

He further stated that silica dust generated from quarry operations poses a serious threat to
public health. He stated that, according to their studies, people residing in areas where quarries
are concentrated are affected and that, in particular, the incidence of diabetes among children
has increased. He stated that, during the Public Hearing held at Anjagoundanpatti in
Gujiliamparai Taluk, under the chairmanship of Thiru. Kannan, District Revenue Officer
(DRO), an agricultural labourer stated that a Government house had been allotted to him at
Indira Nagar, located near six quarries, four crushers and three M-sand units, and that his six-
year-old child had developed diabetes, for which he was spending Rs. 3,000 to Rs. 4,000 per
- month on medical treatment. He stated that the people had expressed the view that dust and air
pollution from such quarries were one of the causes of such health problems. He stated that
permitting such quarries would be equivalent to bringing harm upon themselves. He further
stated that diabetes in children would subsequently lead to infertility and that people live for
the sake of future generations, whereas the establishment of quarries, M-sand units and tar
plants would result only in infertility among future generations. He further stated that Erode
Baby Hospital had reported 1,970 children below the age of 17 years suffering‘from diabetes.
He also stated that the Government of India had, through a CBSE Education Department

circular issued in May, directed that Sugar Boards should be established in all schools. He
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alleged that diseases such as diabetes are being caused by quarries, crushers, M-sand units and
tar plants.

He further stated that, apart from air pollution, water pollution is also a major issue. He
stated that the water discharged from quarries should be properly treated by the settling method,
as quarry water contains residues of explosives and should be released only after adequate
treatment. However, he stated that no quarry is following this practice. He further stated that,
since untreated quarry water is being discharged, the chemicals present in it pose a risk of
contaminating groundwater and agricultural lands. Therefore, he stated that quarry water
should be discharged only after it has been completely treated through the Settling Method. He
added that, if any quarry has implemented such a system, it should be appreciated.

He further stated that, in the certificate issued by the Village Administrative Officer (VAO),
it had been certified, based on a field inspection, that there were no village natham lands,
houses, lakes, places of worship, schools, rivers or Government buildings surrounding the
proposed ciuarry.

However, he stated that, during his personal inspection of the site, he found that a public
footpath existed within the quarry area and that houses and places of worship were located
nearby. He stated that, despite the existence of all these features, the said facts had not been
recorded in the official certificate. Therefore, he alleged that a falée certificate had been issued

by suppressing the existence of Government property and the rights of the general public.

He further stated that the District Administration should conduct a proper enquiry against
the Village‘ Administrative Officer for issuing a certificate by suppressing Government
property and should initiate legal action against the officials who had furnished incorrect
information. He further stated that, if appropriate action is not taken on the petition submitted
by them, they would initiate legal proceedings.

He further stated that, in Kokkalayam Village, Tiruchengode Taluk, Namakkal District,
legal proceedings had been initiated against a Village Administrative Officer (VAO), who had
subsequently appeared before the Court. He stated that, while even obtaining crop loans had
become difficult for local people, the Village Administrative Officer had issued a certificate,
contrary to law, in favour of a person from Kerala seeking to operate a quarry in Tamil Nadu.
He reiterated that, since a public footpath exists within the proposed quarry area, permission
should not be granted for the quarry.

He further stated that the proceedings of the Public Hearing were being video recorded and
would be viewed by the Hon'ble Chief Minister and the Chairperson of SEIAA. He stated that
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they had informed the Member Secretary of the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA) that permissions granted to several quarries in the past were erroneous. He
further stated that they had also pointed out that Thoothukudi could experience extreme heat
and receive 85 centimetres of rainfall in a single day, and that the Member Secretary of SEIAA
had stated that corrective measures would be taken.

He alleged that the Tahsildar, the Revenue Divisional Officer and other officials had
furnished false information. He further stated that adequate publicity had not been given to the
general public regarding the present Public Hearing. He stated that, in all previous Public
Hearings conducted in Dindigul District, notices had been displayed on wall posters within a
10-kilometre radius and advance information had been given to the public. However, he stated
that the said procedure had not been properly followed in connection with the present Public
Hearing

He further stated that approximately Rs. 2.75 lakhs had been spent on newspaper
advertisements for the Public Hearing. However, he stated that very few people would have
noticed a newspaper advertisement published 30 days in advance. He suggested that wall
posters should be displayed for the Public Hearing proposed to be held at Reddiyarchatram on
the 22nd. He stated that wall posters, which are a low-cost and effective means of directly
informing the public, had not been displayed for the present Public Hearing. He further stated
that, for all future Public Hearings, wall posters should be displayed compulsorily at least four
days in advance so that proper notice is given to the general public. He added that they had
been advocating this issue in all districts.

He further stated that they had been continuously requesting the Government of Tamil Nadu
to consider importing natural river sand from countries such as Indonesia and Malaysia as an
alternative to M-sand and new stone quarries. He stated that five Government Orders (G.Os.)
had been issued in this regard and that the Government should have implemented the same
during the period from 2018 to 2022. He further stated that the Government had earlier
announced that the Parappalar Dam would be desilted, but that the work had not been carried
out. He stated that imported natural river sand could be made available at about Rs. 1,000,
whereas sand is being sold locally for about Rs. 4,000, and that people are willing to purchase
imported natural river sand. He stated that they had been continuously urging the Government
to adopt this course of action. He further stated that, if all dams and rivers in Tamil Nadu were
properly desilted, sand would be available from those sources for the next five years. He urged
the Government to import natural river sand, desilt the rivers and supply sand to the public,

and reiterated that permission should not be granted for the proposed quarry.
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He further stated that a public footpath also exists within the proposed quarry in Survey No.
1274/4. He stated that both temporary and permanent residential buildings are located in the
vicinity of the quarry. He further stated that a High Tension (HT) transmission line passes
through the south-eastern side of the quarry at a distance of about 285 metres, and that these
details are themselves recorded in the mining project report. Therefore, he stated that
permission could not legally be granted for the proposed quarry.

He further stated that the lease and agreement documents relating to the land are valid only
up to 10.03.2020 and that, in the absence of a lease valid for the required period and complete
supporting documents, granting permission for the proposed quarry would be contrary to law.
He further stated that, under the applicable rules, permission can be granted for only two
quarries in a State and, therefore, permission cannot be granted for a third quarry to the same
applicant. He stated that permission has been granted for transporting 20 tonnes of minerals on
a village road, whereas, in practice, only 10 tonnes can legally be transported. He further stated
that the issues relating to blasting operations, the establishment of a green belt and the
environmental impacts should all be taken into consideration, as the quarry would adversely
affect public health. He alleged that the Village Administrative Officer (VAO) had issued a
false certificate and that no wall posters had been displayed to notify the Public Hearing.

He further stated that, as a member of the Sagayam Inquiry Committee, they had exposed
granite irregularities involving about Rs. 1,13,000 crores in a single day. He stated that they
had successfully agitated in 2014 to stop river sand mining and had also campaigned in 2013
against the mineral sand mining operations of Vaikundarajan. He further stated that, if a Digital
Drone Survey were conducted for the quarries already operating in the State, the irregularities
detected would be sufficient to repay Tamil Nadu's debt of about Rs. 10 lakh crores, and that
every family cQuld be provided with Rs. 10 lakhs by the Government. He further stated that
there would be no need for revenue from TASMAC if proper inspections were conducted in
the existing quarries. He claimed that, in one district alone, irregularities involving about Rs.
80,13,000 crores could be detected and urged the authorities to inspect all 12,000 quarries in
Tamil Nadu and take action against quarry operators who had committed violations and the
officials who had supported them.

He further stated that a Hot Mix Plant is operating near the proposed quarry. He stated that,
as per the applicable norms, no house should be located within 500 metres of a Hot Mix Plant
and no Reserved Forest should be located within a radius of 5 kilometres. However, he stated

that Vellakkaradu is situated about 1.6 kilometres to the north-east and Balapatti Karadu is
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situated about 4.37 kilometres away. He further stated that the protected forest areas of
Vellakkaradu and Balapatti Karadu are located in close proximity to the proposed quarry and
that, under the environmental guidelines, a Hot Mix Plant should not operate so close to
protected forest areas. He stated that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board should take
action in this regard. He further stated that a Hot Mix Plant had been closed in Erode during
the previous week in accordance with the guidelines of the Pollution Control Board. He alleged
that emissions from Hot Mix Plants cause miscarriages in wildlife and that the smoke and air
pollutants emitted from such plants adversely affect wild animals, the environment and public
health.

He further stated that the operations of the said Hot Mix Plant should also be reviewed and
appropriate action should be taken. Otherwise, he stated that they would ensure that appropriate

action is taken.

He finally stated that both the proposed quarries of M/s. Adayar Granites are not fit to be
permitted from the legal, environmental and social welfare perspectives. Therefore, he strongly
urged that no permission whatsoever should be granted to either of the proposed quarries and

stated that the provisions of law should be implemented in their entirety.

8. Thiru. Andi — V. Kurumbapatti, Village Nattamai (Village Head) :

He conveyed his heartfelt thanks to the gentleman who spoke before him. He stated that
around a 2-kilometre stretch of the Vaigai Canal passes around Kurumbapatti village. He also
expressed his gratitude to the Government for conducting such a Public Hearing, stating that
this is the first time such a consultation meeting has been organised and that the villagers have
been given an opportunity to participate and express their views. He further mentioned that
similar consultation meetings had not been conducted by the previous governments.

He further stated that solar power projects covering about 300 acres each have been
established in all eight villages under Viralipatti Panchayat, including Viralipatti,
Kurumbapatti, Ezhuvanampatti, and Nadakkottai. He pointed out that although the Vaigai
River is located only about 2 kilometres from their village, a drinking water supply has not
been provided. He also stated that adequate water is not available for agricultural purposes.
Despite the availability of sufficient water resources from the Sothupparai Reservoir and the
Vaigai River, the village continues to face severe water scarcity. Therefore, a petition was
submitted requesting the provision of drinking water under the Vaigai Combined Drinking

Water Supply Scheme. Although the villagers were informed that drinking water would be

20



supplied within eight days, even after eight years, the village has still not been provided with a
drinking water supply.

He further stated that an amount of approximately Rs. 8 lakhs is being collected every year
towards the Cauvery Combined Drinking Water Supply Scheme. However, according to the
residents, only air comes through the drinking water pipelines instead of water. At the same
time, drinking water is being supplied continuously through 5-inch pipelines to areas including
Old Vathalakundu. Although these pipelines pass through Viralipatti Village, drinking water
has not been provided to Kurumbapatti Village.

He further stated that the existing 2-inch drinking water pipelines are inadequate, and that
repeated representations have been submitted requesting their replacement with larger
pipelines. However, the office officials have informed the villagers that no budgetary allocation
has been made for carrying out the work. He added that even after approaching the authorities
supervising the Cauvery Combined Drinking Water Supply Scheme, they had stated that they
were unable to take any action.

He further stated that, as a result, the villagers continue to face a severe shortage of drinking
water. Water required for agricultural activities is also unavailable, and even the grazing lands
for livestock do not have adequate water resources. Consequently, the basic drinking water
needs of the villagers remain unmet.

He further stated that the quarry operations are considered to be one of the major reasons for
the prevailing situation. According to the assurances given by the project proponent, quarrying
was to be carried out only up to a depth of 70 feet within an extent of 10 acres. However, he
alleged that quarrying has already been carried out to a depth of approximately 150 feet, and
that rock has been excavated beyond the permitted extent of 10 acres.

He further stated that quarry operations are being carried out round the clock (24 hours a
day), with continuous movement of heavy vehicles and regular blasting activities.

He stated that, as a result, village ponds, schools, and temples have been adversely affected.
He further stated that 5 acres of poramboke land in Survey No. 3/3 had been traditionally used
by the villagers for their livelihood.

He alleged that the said land, as well as the surrounding lands, originally belonged to their
ancestors, but fraudulent pattas had been created and the lands had been illegally encroached
upon. He further stated that documentary evidence has been collected in this regard and that
steps are being taken to file a case before the Supreme Court of India within the next two

months.
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He further stated that approximately 8 acres of land in Survey No. 66/2 belonged to his
grandfather, Thiru. Chinna Karuppan. He added that the 5-acre poramboke land in Survey No.
3/3 is situated adjacent to the said property. He also stated that the surrounding lands in Survey

‘Nos. 1269 and 1274, among others, had also belonged to their ancestors.

He alleged that although the above properties rightfully belonged to their ancestors, power
agent documents had been created and ownership had been transferred illegally. He further
alleged that rights have been claimed over those lands and that quarry operations are presently
being carried out on that basis. Therefore, he contended that the above-mentioned lands do not
belong to the quarry management.

He further alleged that the concerned Clerk, Tahsildar, Revenue Inspector, Village
Panchayat President, Village Nattamai, and other officials had issued certificates without
conducting proper verification or field inspection. He further alleged that false records and
fabricated bills had been prepared and that unlawful actions had been carried out based on those
documents.

He further stated that the public had repeatedly raised questions regarding how the revenues
generated through such activities had been utilised. He also stated that, in particular, no basic
infrastructure or development works had been provided to their village from those revenues.

He further stated that Kurumbapatti Village is the headquarters village and forms Ward No.
1 among the eight villages under Viralipatti Panchayat. However, he alleged that no funds have
been allocated for the development of the village. He further stated that no transparent
explanation has so far been provided regarding how the above-mentioned revenues have been
utilised.

He further stated that when the villagers requested the quarry management to stop the quarry
operations, the Quarry Supervisor informed them that a decision could be taken only after the
owner arrived. He added that, when the matter was raised again later, the Quarry Supervisor
stated that only three of the four owners had arrived, while one owner had not yet arrived, and
therefore no decision could be communicated at that time.

He further stated that approximately 380 families reside in their village. Of these, only about
15 families have obtained employment in the quarry, while the majority of the remaining
families depend solely on agriculture for their livelihood. However, agricultural activities have
been severely affected due to the shortage of water.

He further stated that, owing to adequate rainfall during the previous year, the farmers had
cultivated maize and obtained a good yield. Thereafter, they undertook a second crop

cultivation. However, due to the non-availability of the required water, the crops completely
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withered and were damaged, resulting in substantial financial losses to the farmers. He further
stated that no compensation has been provided by the Government so far for the losses incurred.

He alleged that the primary reason for this situation is the continuous excavation to
considerable depths in the limestone quarry. According to him, the extensive extraction of
groundwater has resulted in the drying up of wells. He further stated that ponds and water
bodies have become devoid of water, creating a situation where even drinking water for
livestock is unavailable. He also alleged that environmental pollution in the area has increased
due to the quarry operations.

He further stated that several residents of their village have suffered from various health
problems, which, according to him, are attributable to the quarry operations. He specifically
stated that five persons have suffered strokes and are presently unable to lead their normal lives.

He further alleged that the quarry, crusher units, and the hot mix (tar) plant are the primary
causes of the above-mentioned health issues and the environmental degradation experienced in
the area.

" He further stated that it was reported that an accident had occurred on the Usilampatti Road
during the operation of the hot mix (tar) plant, in which a worker was killed in a fire accident.
He alleged that the family of the deceased worker was not provided with compensation
immediately and that compensation was paid only after members of the public staged a protest
in front of the police station. He further stated that the hot mix plant has now been established

at Kurumbapatti.

He further stated that several actions had been taken on the assumption that the residents of
Kurumbapatti Village would not question their rights. However, according to him, those
actions have now resulted in serious social and environmental impacts.

He expressed his sincere gratitude to the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, the District
Administration, and all the officials who organised the Public Hearing for providing the public

with an opportunity to directly present their grievances and views.

He further stated that, had such public consultation and opinion-hearing meetings been
conducted at an earlier stage, quarry operations on such a large scale would not have been
permitted in their village area.

He further stated that although several water resources, including the Manjalar River,
Sothupparai Reservoir, Vaigai River, and the Cauvery Combined Drinking Water Supply
Scheme, are located in and around their region, it is unfortunate that the benefits of these

resources have not reached villages such as Kurumbapatti, Viralipatti, Ezhuvanampatti,
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Meenangannipatti, Pannapatti, Mookkanur, and Melapatti. He further alleged that the people
of these villages were remembered only during elections for the purpose of securing their votes.

He further stated that no effective efforts had been made to unite the residents of the area and
enable them to collectively assert their rights. Consequently, several issues of public
importance had not been raised or pursued in an appropriate manner.

He further alleged that, during election periods, emphasis had been placed only on obtaining
votes, while the long-term welfare of the people had been neglected, resulting in the non-
fulfilment of their basic needs.

He further alleged that certain officials had prepared false documents, records, and
certificates, and that various approvals had been granted on the basis of such documents. He
requested that the actions of the concerned Revenue Department officials, Revenue Inspectors
(RIs), Clerks, Village Nattamais, and other related officials be thoroughly investigated.

He further requested that all administrative actions relating to the Department of Geology
and Mining be comprehensively examined. He stated that, if any officials are found to have
committed irregularities, appropriate departmental disciplinary proceedings should be initiated
against them, necessary departmental memos should be issued, and suitable action should be
taken against them in accordance with law.

Finally, on behalf of the public, he requested that the operations of the existing quarry be
stopped immediately and that all permissions granted to the quarry be reviewed and
reconsidered.

He requested that appropriate measures be taken to restore conditions that would enable the
people of their village to once again lead a prosperous life based on agriculture. For this
purpose, he stated that a permanent water resource management plan should be implemented
by integrating the Cauvery Combined Drinking Water Supply Scheme, Manjalar River,
Sothupparai Reservoir, and the Vaigai River.

He further requested that the District Administration and the Government of Tamil Nadu
accord priority to taking necessary steps to restore all villages under the Ezhuvanampatti,
Viralipatti, and Vathalakundu Panchayats as prosperous agricultural regions.

He further stated that stringent measures should be taken to ensure that the lack of awareness
and the economic vulnerability of the underprivileged people residing in the area are not
exploited for private interests through the utilisation of natural resources. He also requested

that no approval should be granted for any new quarry projects in the area.
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He further requested that orders be issued immediately to stop the operations of the existing
quarry. Thereafter, he requested that the matter be brought to the attention of the Chief
Minister's Special Cell (CM Cell), the Department of Geology and Mining, the District
Collector, the Tahsildar, the Revenue Inspector, and all other concerned administrative
authorities for appropriate action.

Further, he stated that, on behalf of the residents of Kurumbapatti, Viralipatti, and all the
surrounding villages, the public unanimously opposed the continuation of the quarry
operations. He requested that, in the interest of protecting the livelihood of the people, the
environment, and water resources, the quarry operations should be permanently discontinued.

He further stated that he was submitting, directly to the Presiding Officer, a petition prepared
on behalf of the residents of the Eight-Patti villages, containing their deménds.

He further stated that, on behalf of the residents of Kurumbapatti, Meenangannipatti,
Mookkanur, Pannapatti, Melapatti, and the surrounding villages under Viralipatti Panchayat, a
representation was being submitted to the Hon'ble Chairperson and Member Secretary, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, requesting that no consent or approval be granted for any quarry
or crusher units. |

He further stated that M/s. Adayar Granites has applied for permission to establish new stone
quarry and gravel excavation projects. Accordingly, Project-I is proposed to be established
over an extent of approximately 1.35 hectares in Survey Nos. 2/1 and 1269/3 of Viralipatti
Village, Nilakottai Taluk, Dindigul District. Project-II is proposed to be established over an
extent of approximately 3.95 hectares of patta land in Survey Nos. 4/2, 1274/1, and 1274/2 of
the same village.

He further stated that, as mentioned in the petition, the existing quarry and crusher units are
adversely affecting the drinking water supply, agriculture, livestock, and wildlife, including
birds and animals, in the eight villages under the said Panchayat. He alleged that the quarry
operating in Survey Nos. 2/1 and 1267, run by Ruban Crusher (owned by Thiru. Parthiban) and
Francis Quarry (Kerala), has been in operation for the past five years. During this period,
quarrying has allegedly been carried out over an extent of approximately 10 acres to a depth
exceeding 150 feet, resulting in drinking water scarcity and adverse impacts on agriculture in
their villages. He further alleged that blasting operations frighten cattle, causing them to fall
into nearby water bodies and resulting in the loss of livestock, and that the houses of the

villagers have sustained structural damage due to the blasting and quarrying activities.
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He further stated that if approval is granted for the proposed M/s. Adayar Granites stone
quarry and gravel excavation projects, namely Project-I in Survey Nos. 2/1 and 1269/3 and
Project-II in Survey Nos. 4/2, 1274/1 and 1274/2 of Viralipatti Village, Nilakottai Taluk,
Dindigul District, the residents of the eight villages would, according to the petition, be
compelled to abandon their agricultural lands, residential houses, livestock, and other means
of livelihood and migrate to other districts or States in search of employment. He further stated
that, through the said petition, the residents of the eight villages had unanimously expressed
their opposition to the proposed M/s. Adayar Granites Quarry, Crusher and Gravel Quarry
Projects (Project—I and Project-II) and had respectfully requested the Hon'ble Chairperson and
Member Secretary, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, not to grant consent or approval for
the proposed projects, so that the livelihood of the residents of the eight villages would not be
adversely affected. He stated that the petition was respectfully submitted for kind
consideration.

9. Thiru. Gopalakrishnan — Reddiyarchatram :

He stated that, on 15 June, a petition was submitted to the District Collector's Office
objecting to the establishment of a new quarry at Reddiyarchatram. Based on the petition, he
was advised to approach the office of the Assistant Director (Geology and Mining). However,
when he approached that office, he was informed that they were not aware of the matter and
was advised to submit his grievance to the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. He further
stated that he was informed that the Board's office was located in Chennai.

He further stated that, although petitions have been submitted every week thereafter, no
response has been received to date. He pointed out that several quarries are already operating
in their area and, therefore, representations had been submitted requesting that no additional
quarries be permitted.

He further stated that the adverse impacts of quarry operations are directly experienced by
the residents of the villages where the quarries are established. However, the stones extracted
from one village are transported to other places, including Dindigul and Chennai, for use. He
expressed the view that, if quarries were established in the areas where the extracted stones are
ultimately utilised, the actual impacts of quarrying would be better understood by the public in
those respective areas.

He further stated that the public are often unable to openly express the hardships caused by
quarry operations. He stated that he was blessed with a child only after four years of marriage

and that his house is situated very close to the quarry. He alleged that the use of explosives in
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the quarry generates vibrations and dust, which spread throughout his house and cause severe
hardship to his family. '

He further expressed the view that quarry operations should not be concentrated in a single
locality for the extraction of stones to be transported to various other regions. Instead, he
suggested that quarrys should be established only in the respective areas where such materials
are required, so that the impacts of quarrying are experienced and understood by the people of
those areas as well.

He further stated that stones are being quarried from Viralipatti and transported to various
places, including Dindigul and Madurai. He stated that the adverse impacts arising from such
quarry operations are borne only by the people residing in the quarry area, who continue to be
severely affected. He therefore requested that quarry operations should not be carried out in a
manner that disproportionately affects a single locality. He urged that appropriate decisions
should be taken based on proper studies and assessments, with due consideration for the welfare

of the public.

10. Thiru. Balkannan — V. Kurumbapatti :

He stated that the heavy vehicles transporting stones and earth from the quarries operating
in their area are driven at excessive speeds. He alleged that, even when members of the public
are travelling on two-wheelers along the same road, the quarry vehicles do not maintain a safe
distance. Instead, they are driven in a manner that poses a direct risk to the lives and safety of
road users.

He further stated that the village road is very narrow. Despite this, the speed of the heavy
vehicles is not reduced. As a result, school-going children are unable to travel safely to and
from their schools. Since quarry vehicles operate at all times of the day, both the general public
and school students are subjected to considerable hardship and safety risks.

He further stated that, in an effort to resolve the issue, the villagers had convened several
meetings and approached the quarry owner with their concerﬁs. However, he alleged that they
were threatened by the representatives of the quarry management. He further alleged that the
quarry representatives stated, in a threatening manner, that they would continue their operations
in the same manner.

He further stated that several representations have been submitted to various Government
departments regarding the issue. He added that he had also submitted a number of petitions in

his individual capacity. Similarly, the residents of Kurumbapatti and the surrounding villages
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have collectively submitted more than ten representations. However, he stated that no
appropriate action has been taken on these representations so far.

He further stated that the unregulated movement of quarry vehicles causes daily
inconvenience and safety concerns to school children and the general public. He further stated
that, although the public have repeatedly expressed their objections to the issue, their concerns
have not been given due consideration.

He further stated that heavy vehicles are transporting stones in excess of their permissible
capacity, thereby creating unsafe conditions for two-wheeler riders. He alleged that, whenever
quarry vehicles approach, two-wheeler riders are often compelled to dismount and walk in
order to avoid accidents. According to him, the public have effectively been deprived of their

right to travel safely on the road.

He therefore requested that all the above issues be comprehensively examined and that
appropriate and permanent remedial measures be taken, with due consideration for the safety
of the general public and the well-being of school students.

11. Tmt. Kalavathi — V. Kurumbapatti :

She greeted the gathering and stated that she belonged to one of the most severely affected
families in the village. She stated that her house is located adjacent to the roadside. She alleged
that, on the previous day, a lorry carrying stones approached in a dangerous manner, causing a
stone to fall from the vehicle and strike her on the shoulder. She further alleged that the driver
continued driving without noticing the incident and was wearing a headset while operating the
vehicle. She also stated that, although a speed breaker has been provided in front of her house,
the heavy vehicles often deviate from the road and pass very close to her residence.

She further stated that, despite having sought a patta for her house for the past 20 years, the
concerned authorities had not granted it. However, she alleged that permission had been
granted to a person from outside the village to establish and operate a quarry. She expressed
her desire to know which authority had granted such permission.

She further stated that this was the first time she had participated in a Public Hearing of this
nature and expressed her appreciation to the previous speaker. She reiterated that, since her
house is situated very close to the road, her family is severely affected by the quarry operations.
She alleged that dust generated by the quarry vehicles is so excessive that they are compelled
to keep their drinking water and food covered at all times. She further stated that young children

and persons with disabilities are particularly affected by the quarry operations. She also stated
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that heavy vehicles continue to operate both day and night and requested that the quarry should
not be permitted to operate in the area.

She further alleged that the authorities extend favourable treatment to influential persons,
while the grievances of economically weaker sections are not given due attention. She stated
that, despite pursuing the issue of obtaining a patta for her property for the past 20 years, the
matter has repeatedly been delayed without any resolution. She questioned how permission and
land rights had been granted for quarry operations in their village to persons from another State,
while her own request for a patta remained pending.

She further stated that the heavy quarry vehicles should not be allowed to use the village
roads and suggested that they should instead be diverted through a bypass road. She strongly
objected to the establishment and operation of the quarry in the area. She further stated that, if
the quarry operations were allowed to continue, the villagers would resort to strong forms of
protest. Finally, she reiterated her demand that the quarry should not be permitted to operate in
the area.

12. Thiru. Vendimuthu - Viralipatti :

He stated that his agricultural land is situated very close to the crusher unit. He alleged that
he had attempted to drill four borewells, but each attempt was unsuccessful because rocks
became lodged in the boreholes due to the blasting operations carried out in the quarry. He
stated that this resulted in a financial loss of approximately Rs. 1.5 lakhs. He further alleged
that the blasting operations frightened his four cattle, causing them to run towards the river,
resulting in a loss of approximately Rs. 4 lakhs. He stated that the crusher operations have
seriously affected their livelihood. He added that he depends on daily wage labour for his
livelihood and that even Rs. 1,000 is a significant amount for him. He further stated that he did
not expect any compensation from the two crusher units. He alleged that, although several
representations had been submitted to the concerned authorities, no action had been taken. He
also stated that he had submitted a petition to the District Collector, but no response had been
received.He further stated that the closure of both crusher units would enable the villagers to
earn their livelihood without hardship. He also stated that any attempt to favour financially
influential persons over the welfare of the general public would be dealt with by the next

Government.

13. Thiru. Periya Karuppan — V. Kurumbapatti :

He stated that his house is located adjacent to the road. He expressed concern that heavy

vehicles transporting stones at excessive speeds and with overloaded loads pose a risk of stones
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falling onto the road. He further stated that a school is situated nearby, and that the movement
of heavy vehicles at high speeds poses a serious safety risk to school children. He stated that
the quarry is not acceptable to the residents of the area and requested that the existing quarry
also be closed so that the villagers could live in peace. He further stated that the village is facing
a shortage of drinking water and that agricultural activities are gradually being affected.

Finally, he requested that the grievances expressed by the villagers through the proceedings of
the Public Hearing be brought to the notice of the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, and

that an appropriate decision be taken to address their concerns.

Conclusion :

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dindigul :

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul, stated that members of the public had expressed their views regarding the project.
He further informed that the proceedings of the meeting, along with the recorded views will be
forwarded in CD format to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority on behalf of
the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. If there are any petitions from the public that will be
enclosed along with that.

She also expressed his gratitude to the Revenue Divisional Officer, Dindigul, who presided
over and conducted the meeting, the Tahsildar who attended the meeting, officials from various
departments, Police officials, media representatives, industry representatives, social activists

and members of the public and formally concluded the meeting.

The list of participants (Attendance), audio and video recording (CD/ Pen drive),
representation (Petitions) received during meeting in original with photographs of the public

hearing meeting are enclosed herewith.

a "> \1 \Le
District Environ ent}l ngineer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

Dindigul R
Enclosures ,
1. Copy of the newspaper publication regarding the Public Hearing (Tamil & English
dailies)

2. Copy of the attendance register of participants who have attended the Public Hearing
(Total pages :07 pages, Total participants: 76 participants)

3. CD/Pen drive copy of the Public Hearing meeting

4. Representation (Petitions) received from the public (Totally 113 Nos)
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